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THE BASKETBALL ISSUE

Rams get wake-up
call in exhibition
Men’s basketball received an early wake-up call Friday night
in a 75-73 loss to Queens University of Charlotte.
The game was an exhibition and will not go down in the
record books, but coach Will Wade and company were still
noticeably upset with their effort, particularly in the turnover
department.
“It certainly didn’t go as we would have liked,” Wade
said. “The story of the game was our turnovers and we didn’t
throw the ball inside enough.”
Starting guards senior JeQuan Lewis and junior Jonathan
Williams combined for 13 of the team’s 25 total turnovers.
“We’ve just got to do a better job of taking care of the
ball,” Lewis said. “You’re not going to win any games in college basketball with 25 turnovers.”
The Black and Gold shot 20 of 55 from the field and eight
of 26 from beyond the arc.
“We took almost half of our shots from three — that’s not
a good formula for us,” Wade said.
Queens had nothing to lose and played like it. The Royals
came out of the locker room applying constant on-ball
pressure, which raddled the Rams from the
get-go.
“I think a lot of it was just us being jittery
with it being the first game,” Lewis said.
“There were a lot of nerves. They did a good
job of speeding us up, and we didn’t do a
good job of flashing to the ball and doing
the little things. We had a bunch of silly
turnovers.”
Despite the sloppy play, VCU held a five
point lead with a minute left to go in the
first half, mostly thanks to a hot shooting
night from Lewis — he finished with 24
points and went six of 10 from downtown.
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Queens snagged a huge momentum shift by tying
the game up on a single possession just before the break.
Starting point guard Ike Agusi drove the lane and was
able to finish despite a foul.
Agusi missed the and-one opportunity, but the Rams
failed to box out and allowed an offensive rebound, which
was kicked out for a corner-three right in front of the
VCU bench. The Royals shot 47.8 percent from beyond
the ark.
“We knew they wanted to come in and shoot the three,
which they came in and did,” said center forward Mo AlieCox. “We’ve got to do a better job of keeping the ball in
front — once they got in the paint it forced us to help and
then they either laid it up or kicked it out.”
The Rams came out of halftime with a renewed sense of
urgency. Lewis hit a three from the wing and senior forward
Ahmed Hamdy converted an and-one on a post up to start
the second half.
The burst was short lived, however. Queens proceeded to
re-take and stretch the lead to 11 by way of a flurry of VCU
turnovers, which led to offensive opportunities in transition.
The Rams finally started to click about 10 minutes to go.
Junior forward Justin Tillman scored a putback off an airballed three point attempt from freshman guard De’Riante
Jenkins to cut Queens’ lead to 55-48 at the 9:50 mark.
Tillman was a bright spot for VCU — he chipped in nine
rebounds and 15 points on 6 of 9 shooting in twenty-one
minutes off the bench. His presence down low helped fuel
the Rams comeback on both sides of the ball.
VCU took the lead with seven minutes to go on a pair of
free-throws from Alie-Cox, but quickly relinquished it after a
drive and up-and-under finish from Agusi.
Agusi and fellow guard Jalin Alexander
were able to get to the basket and collapse
the VCU defense all day — they finished
with 28 points and four assists combined.

NICK VERSAW
Contributing Writer
Men’s basketball heads into a
new season with lofty expectations after finishing with a share
of the Atlantic 10 regular season
title and making an appearance in
the second round of the NCAA
Tournament last year.
The Rams finished their 201516 campaign with a 14-4 conference record, making their way to
the A-10 Tournament final before
losing to St. Joe’s.
In his second year as head
coach, Will Wade looks to build
upon the success of last season as
the team’s regular season quickly
approaches.
Wade said last season’s results
have little to do with their upcoming campaign and instead of focusing on past success, the Rams look
towards the future.
“You have to come in with
the right mentality,” Wade said.
“We haven’t earned anything.
We haven’t done anything. What
happened in the past makes no
difference and has no bearings on
what happens this season with
this team.”
Wade also noted that regardless
of past success, the Rams’ conference slate remains as difficult as
ever.
“I think any of the top eight or
nine teams could have a very, very
— continued on page 7
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Millennial voter registration hits record high

(All data obtained from the VCU
PD daily incident log)

10/31/2016
Trespassing/Drunkenness
1200 W. Marshall St.
Closed
Simple Assault
901 Park Ave.
Closed
Simple Assault / Dating
Violence
Broad and Belvidere Residence 700 W. Broad St.
Pending
Hit and Run
600 Lombardy St.
Pending
All Other Larceny/Fraud Credit Card
8 S. Harvie St.
Reported by Outside
Agency

11/1/2016
Destruction of Property Private
401 W. Broad St.
Pending
Indecent Exposure
B800 W. Cary St.
Closed
Forgery By Check
901 N. Lombardy St.
Reported by Outside
Agency

11/2/2016
Robbery - Individual
400 W. Grace St.
Closed
Sexual Assault
Unknown
Pending
Robbery - Individual
B900 W. Grace St.
Pending

CT FILE PHOTO

Robbery - Individual
B1300 W. Broad St.
Reported by Outside
Agency
Millennials are the largest living generation in the United States and make up 31 percent of the eligible voting population.
turnout.
There was a larger turnout of young people in the VirSARAROSE MARTIN
That may change this year, however. Aaccording to USA
ginia primary election than ever before, though. According
Contributing Writer
Today, 83 percent of millennials are registered to vote.
to the Pew Research Center, students make up 40 percent of
Virginia is among the 10 states millennials can impact
Cywinski acknowledged a low voter turnout for the namillennials.
the presidential election the most, according to The Cention’s youngest generation is a consistent trend, but millenCywinski said he thinks as student-loan debt and college
ter for Information and Research on Civic Learning and
nials also face unique challenges.
affordability become increasingly relevant issues, interest
Engagement.
“This has been the case for older generations when they
and concern among young voters will grow.
About 66 percent of the city’s population is registered
were the youngest, but millennials face a variety of spe“Large voter turnout — especially in a battleground state
to vote. Of these voters, millennials, described as people
cial circumstances,” Cywinski stated. “The vast amount of
like Virginia — sends a signal to our elected officials at
between the ages of 18-34, make up about 44 percent of the
politically relevant information presented to us is generally
every level that millennials are a force to be reckoned with
registered vote.
negative. This singular scope of negativity certainly encourand our issues deserve as much attention as anyone else’s,”
Generational advocate group Virginia21 Communicaages voter apathy.”
Cywinski stated.
tions Director Tim Cywinski said in an email that millenVCU College Republicans Vice President of CommuniIn addition, Cywinski said the perception behind voting
nials have the power to influence the political climate and
cations John Rackoski said in an email that increased educa- is changing from a question of validity to absolute dedicaculture like never before.
tion and outreach resulted in a higher number of registered
tion to its power and influence and with the availability of
“Millennials are the most diverse and most educated
voters, but he doesn’t think this will result in more young
online registration, the process it easier and more undergeneration in the history of the United States,” Cywinski
people voting.
standable.
stated. “In this election, we also represent the largest group
“With two candidates with such high unfavorable ratSenior VCU public relations major Asia Hosey said she
of eligible voters.”
ings, it is likely that many younger voters will either vote
registered in high school and is making the trip home to
Millennials are the largest living generation in the
third party or stay home (...) more likely the latter,” Rackvisit her polling place.
United States and make up 31 percent of the eligible voting
oski stated. “I anticipate much lower youth turnout than
“If you want to see effective change then you should be a
population. Historically, millennials have the lowest voter
that of four years ago.”
part of that,” Hosey said. “It all starts with one.”

Virginia529 reconsiders signature college Monroe Park, VCU Health
savings program amid rising tuition costs merge campus SGAs
HIBA AHMAD
Staff Writer

Stalking
B1100 W. Broad St.
Pending
Robbery - Individual
600 Gilmer St.
Reported by Outside
Agency

11/3/2016
Harassment
Grace and Broad Residence 1000 W. Grace St.
Pending
Simple Assault - Hate
Crime
Student Commons 907
Park Ave.
Closed
Simple Assault
7-11 1003 W. Grace St.
Pending
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Reporting suspicious or
emergency situations to the
VCU Police Department can
help solve crimes, provide
emergency assistance that
may save a life and help deter
criminal activity.
Download the VCU LiveSafe
mobile phone app to report
crimes anonymously.
To contact the VCU PD call
(804) 828-1196.
For an on-campus emergency
call (804) 828-1234.
For an off-campus emergency
call 911.

$22.1 million

The state agency that administers the Virginia 529 college savings plan is considering changes
to its signature prePAID (VPEP)
plan amid rising tuition costs and
year-after-year decreases in state
funding for higher education.
The program currently allows
families to pay in advance to lock-in
college tuition and assessed fees at
any 4-year or 2-year state university.
The proposed change would
turn the current system, which
guarantees payouts for the entire
cost of school regardless of which
university the student chooses to
attend, to pay the weighted average of tuition and mandatory fees
at Virginia universities.
This change wouldn’t affect
students who are currently enrolled in the program, according
to statement Virginia529 released
last Tuesday; it would apply only
to future contracts.
“VCU has about 1,500 students
each fall and spring semester who

University of
Virginia

Virginia Tech

receive VPEP funds,” said Director of Student Accounting Danielle Mitchell in a statement.
According to Mitchell, VPEP
payouts to VCU students in the
2015-16 academic year totalled
roughly $13.5 million.
These figures rank VCU third in
overall VPEP payouts, behind the
University of Virginia with $20.2
million paid for 1,522 contracts
and Virginia Tech with $22.1
million paid for 1,872 contracts,
according to the Richmond TimesDispatch.
VPEP is the largest such plan
in the country, with $55 billion
in assets and a 21 percent share of
the national market, according to
a Joint Legislative Audit and Review Commission oversight report
released in July.
A statement on the Virginia529
website attributed the considered
changes to consistent increases
in the cost of tuition and fees at
state schools in the 20 years since
Virginia529 was chartered, which
have rendered prePAID contracts
far too expensive for some families.
Virginia’s public universities

also use tuition models which have
increased disparity between the
cost of the least and most expensive
institutions. This has also lead to a
need for a change in the way VPEP
operates, according to the statement.
The cost of tuition at 4-year
universities in the commonwealth
has increased by a third since
the recession, according to Sarah
Schultz, press secretary of Young
Invincibles, a national nonprofit
that focuses on providing young
Americans with information regarding tuition and student debt.
The agency plans to further explore the proposed changes before
any final decisions are made. That
process will include gathering
input from customers, the State
Council of Higher Education for
Virginia, members of the General Assembly, and institutions of
higher education.
According to the VPEP website the next step in the process is
to request a legislative change by
the Virginia General Assembly no
earlier than the 2018 Session.

The Monroe Park and VCU Health campuses are working
toward a resolution that would merge the student governments into
one umbrella organization.
According to president of the Monroe Park SGA Katie Clark,
the resolution was put forth in an effort to streamline the organizations’ resources to better serve the collective student body’s concerns.
“It would just be more productive to have one meeting or one
place where representatives from both campuses can collectively talk
about the issues their students are passionate about,” Clark said.
A communal SGA was proposed last spring, but is now being
spearheaded by the SGAs on both campuses.
Members of both organizations are working to draft a
constitution that would outline the responsibilities of the overarching organization.
According to Keith Zirkle, the former SGA president of the
MCV campus, an email notifying the entire student body will be
sent on Nov. 21 outlining the changes following the unification of
the two student governments.
The constitution is currently being drafted and will also be sent
to the general student body before winter break.
The constitution will be finalized before the start of the spring
semester, which will preface elections for president, senate and
representatives in the spring. Ultimately, the unified SGA will be
active in fall 2017.
“I don’t want any student group to be forgotten,” Zirkle said.
“Having the two campuses interconnected will help make sure that
every student is heard.”

It would just be more productive to have one meeting
or one place where representatives from both campuses
can collectively talk about
the issues their students are
passionate about.
Katie Clark
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The unified SGA will become active beginning fall 2017.
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“Tolerance is on the
ballot. Democracy is
on the ballot. Justice
is on the ballot. Good
schools are on the
ballot … Hope is on
the ballot and fear is
on the ballot too.”
PRESIDENT BARACK OBAMA

The Commonwealth Times encourages you to vote November 8, 2016
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ELECTION 2016

SARAH KING
Executive Editor

The last leg of the hotly contested mayoral election
has kept voters’ heads spinning as more controversial
news broke less than a week ahead of the Nov. 8 vote.
The Democratic Party of Virginia took legal action against front-runner and former state delegate
Joe Morrissey on Nov. 2 after his campaign sent out
a “misleading” mailer. The same day, city councilman
Jon Baliles withdrew his candidacy in an attempt
to not split the vote and risk Morrissey winning the
mayoral seat.
The Morrissey campaign mailer includes a
Democratic Party sample ballot with only Morrissey,
presidential candidate Hillary Clinton and 4th congressional district candidate Donald McEachin. The
DPVA said this suggests Morrissey is the party’s pick
for mayor, which is false.
“No one should infer from this mailer, which has
no legal disclaimer whatsoever, that I support Joe
Morrissey for mayor,” McEachin stated after he was
included on the Morrissey campaign sample ballot.
“I do not.”
The DPVA, Richmond City Democratic Committee and Levar Stoney campaign said the mailer
implied Morrissey had been endorsed by the DPVA
and RCDC, which is false; the RCDC has officially
endorsed Stoney, who was former Secretary of the
Commonwealth for Gov. Terry McAuliffe.
“The Morrissey campaign is engaged in a flagrant
and intentionally misleading violation of campaign
regulations,” said Rebecca Slutzky, executive director
of the Democratic Party of Virginia, in a statement to
CBS 6. “Morrissey does not have the endorsement of
the Democratic Party of Virginia or the Richmond
City Democratic Committee, and we are requesting
that he cease these activities immediately.”
The same day, City Councilman Jon Baliles withdrew his candidacy for mayor. Baliles was included in
the only televised mayoral debate after polling in the
top-five alongside Morrissey, Stoney, City Council
President Michelle Mosby and Venture Richmond
Executive Jack Berry.
“While there are other candidates who can ably
fill the mayor’s job duties, there is one who simply
cannot,” Baliles stated in the announcement he was
withdrawing from the mayoral race. “Regrettably,
that candidate’s selfishness and stunts only grow with
the approach of Election Day. I can no longer risk
splitting votes with other candidates if it means elect-

ing someone who so plainly cares only about himself.”
Baliles’ statement said acknowledged his withdrawal from the race is not a guarantee of the
“absence of a fragmented count” because there are at
least two major alternatives to Morrissey. Baliles then
asked other candidates in the six-way race to follow
his lead in withdrawing their candidacy because “not
doing so could result in the outcome so many people
fear.”
Stoney released a statement on Nov. 2 in response
to Baliles withdrawing his candidacy.
“Jon elevated the debate in this race and it has
been an honor to run with him,” Stoney said in the
statement. “I know he will continue to listen to needs
of Richmonders and find ways to serve our city.”
Three days later, on Nov. 5, Baliles announced
his official endorsement for Stoney’s mayoral bid.
According to the latest poll, conducted in preparation for the televised debate hosted by ChamberRVA
last month, Stoney polled in second place in each of
Richmond’s nine districts.
Morrissey had the lead in six districts, and former
Venture Richmond CEO Jack Berry had the lead in
the other three districts. At the time of data collection, more than 40 percent of respondents were
undecided voters, according to the survey.
“Earlier this week, I asked my supporters to
not vote for me on the ballot on Tuesday to send
a message because the stakes are too high and our
city’s future is too valuable,” Baliles wrote in his
statement endorsing Stoney.
“My endorsement of Levar Stoney for mayor
comes down to my belief that he best represents the
next generation of leadership for our city that will
work collaboratively with others to make the best
decisions.
The escalating controversy surrounding Morrissey’s mayoral run follows an article in the Richmond Times-Dispatch published Oct. 28. recording the account of a former client who alleged he
pressured her for sex and nude photos after agreeing
on retainer fee.
The woman, Kanika Shani Morris, told the
Times-Dispatch Morrissey handed her case to a
different attorney in his firm after she repeatedly
denied or ignored his texts requesting photos. When
she appeared in court, the new attorney allegedly
informed Morris she would be taking a plea which
included a 90 day sentence.
Morris, who is seven months pregnant and has
a child with a chronic medical condition, cried
throughout her sentencing, according to court
transcripts. A judge allowed Morris to withdraw

The DPVA said this Morrissey campaign mailer is false and misleading. The DPVA
has endorsed Levar Stoney for mayor.
her guilty plea and released her from jail after only
two weeks. The night Morris was released she spoke
with the Times-Dispatch.
The following day, the article published and
Morrissey held a subsequent press conference at his
home where he adamantly denied the allegations and
demanded the Times-Dispatch retract the story.
“I did not handle (Morris’) guilty plea,” reads a
statement from Morrissey released the same day as
the article. “The two lawyers who represented Ms.
Morris will confirm that her allegations are specious.”
While Morrissey refuted at any point being alone
or “otherwise intimate,” with Morris, he did acknowledge sending “flirtatious” texts.
“And while I don’t recall the exact texts, I
don’t deny them at all,” Morrissey said during the
Friday press conference. “What I do deny is ever,
ever having any contact with her outside of my
office after that first day with the exception (of) a
preliminary hearing in June.”
Henrico Commonwealth’s Attorney Shannon
Taylor is investigating the case, as is the Virginia
State Bar. Morrissey has been disbarred three
times since 2003.
The Times-Dispatch reported on Nov. 1 that an
inmate who was serving time with Morris said she
called Morrissey when she heard what Morris was

CT FILE PHOTO

Va. Dems pursue legal action after Morrissey mailer

alleging to the media.
“When (Kanika) was ready to go, that was last
week, either Tuesday or Wednesday, ‘I’m like,
Kanika, how you getting out so quick?’ She was like,
‘I sit back and contemplated some s*** to be home,
basically,’” the Times-Dispatch quoted the anonymous inmate as saying, which she said she interpreted
as meaning Morris was going to lie.
The inmate told the Times-Dispatch Morrissey
has never represented her personally, but had dealings
with her father.
The Times-Dispatch said one of Morris’ lawyers
disputed the inmate’s story, stating Morris could not
have known she would be released until the day it
happened on Thursday, Oct. 27.
A Henrico sheriff’s deputy also corroborated
Morris’ story, saying Morris was distressed when she
got to jail and mentioned aspects of the same story
she told the Times-Dispatch. The deputy told the
Times-Dispatch she reported Morris’ grievances to
her superiors.
“I hope he doesn’t win,” said Democratic vice
presidential nominee Tim Kaine in a statement to
the Associated Press. Kaine, who was Richmond’s
mayor in the 1990s, said he thinks Morrissey
would really “be an embarrassment for the city.”

Baliles drops out of
mayoral race,
endorses Stoney

Get to know

Congressional candidate
Eileen Bedell

A Democrat hasn’t held a seat in Bedell’s district since 1971.
ELIJAH LOCKABY
Contributing Writer
The Democratic nominee for
Virginia’s 7th Congressional District, Eileen Bedell, said she’s challenging Republican incumbent
Dave Brat this election because she
wants to make a difference from
Washington.
“I just want a better future for
my children,” Bedell said. “We’re
all on the same team, we just have
to start working together.”
The Fairfax County native is
hoping to unseat Brat in a district
Democrats haven’t represented
since 1971. The 7th District
stretches from Western Richmond
and Henrico and contains portions
of Chesterfield Counties, Orange,
Culpeper, Page and Rappahannock Counties.
Bedell received her bachelor’s
degree from Virginia Tech before
attending the Marshall-Wythe
School of Law at the College of
William & Mary. She has been
practicing law for the last 20 years
and has owned small businesses in

Go to
elections.
virginia.gov
for registration
and polling
information

that time.
While Bedell and Brat have
a long list of issues they disagree
on, Bedell highlights gender
equality, equality for those in the
LGBTQ community and immigration reform as issues that
wedge the two most.
“Women need to have equal
pay for equal work,” Bedell said.
However, she contends that
equality goes much further than
between genders, she believes the
conversation on LGBTQ issues
should continue to move forward.
“We are so far past, in the 21st
century, discussions about who
people love and choose to spend
their lives with,” said Bedell.
In June, Brat penned an op-ed
in the Richmond Times-Dispatch
in which he stated immigration
“represents a major threat to U.S.
national security.”
“Illegal immigration is one issue, fighting terrorism is another,”
Bedell said. “I refuse to be afraid
in my own home.”
Bedell said the most pro-
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nounced difference between her
and her opponent lies in environmental policy. She is confident
that Virginia can become a leader
in clean energy, while also taking
care of it’s coal miners during the
transition to clean energy.
“Dave Brat is a climate change
and science denier,” Bedell said.
“It’s just mind boggling to me that
this is in dispute.”
Bedell said social media has
been a priority from the beginning of her campaign. It has been
critical in her strategy of reaching
millennial voters, a demographic
which she perceives as less concerned with social issues and what
occurs in people’s personal lives
and more concerned with practical
issues like jobs and education.
As the election season
comes to a close, Bedell said
she and her campaign are full
of optimism.
“I’m going to do my best up
until the polls open,” Bedell
said. “I wouldn’t be doing this if
I didn’t think I could win.”

Day Until
Election Day

After announcing he was dropping his bid for
mayor of Richmond Wednesday, City Councilman Jon Baliles asked his supporters to join him
in consolidating support around his former opponent, Levar Stoney.
“I hope you will join me in choosing to advance
Richmond to the next level with Levar, who is up to
the challenge,” Baliles stated in a Facebook post Saturday. “He can lead the way to a brighter future and
make Richmond work – for all of us.”
Baliles, who placed fourth in a poll conducted by
the Richmond Chamber of Commerce last month,
said in his statement that the stakes were too high for
him to stay in the race and split the vote among other
candidates like Jack Berry, who placed second in the
same poll with 17 percent behind former Delegate
Joe Morrissey who had 20 percent of the vote. Stoney
placed third with 15 percent of respondents saying he
was their choice.
“Jon Baliles has a breadth and depth of experience
in city government and a true understanding of how
City Hall works. Throughout his career, he has always
put Richmond first,” Stoney said in a statement. “I am
honored to have the endorsement of someone who is
so keenly focused on making sure our city continues
moving forward.”
Prior to receiving the endorsement, Stoney
told Richmond Magazine it would be the “biggest of the election.”
In Baliles’ announcement Wednesday, he made
clear that he was dropping out to help block Morrissey’s path to victory .
“While there are other candidates who can ably
fill the mayor’s job duties, there is one who simply
cannot,” Baliles said. “That is the controversial and
divisive candidate who has received national and
international negative attention. Regrettably, that
candidate’s selfishness and stunts only grow with the
approach of Election Day.”
Morrissey responded to Baliles’ criticisms in a
phone call to the Richmond Times-Dispatch by

AT THE POLLS

48%
Johnson Libertarian 4%
Clinton Democrat

PPP Poll, 11/3 - 11/4 +/- 2.8%
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Staff Writer
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Baliles joined Stoney to canvass Saturday.
describing a conversation between the two mayoral
hopefuls roughly two weeks ago, wherein Baliles’
supposedly referred to them both as the “most philosophically aligned candidates.”
Baliles’ later confirmed to the Times-Dispatch that
the conversation occurred, but rejected Morrissey’s
characterization of it.
“I think Levar and I are very closely aligned,” Baliles said, “but, you know, when it comes to schools and
things like stadiums, then, yeah, Joe and I are.”
Baliles made a point of saying that though he may
agree with Morrissey on certain issues, he rejects his
methods and campaigning style.
“There will still be at least two major alternatives
to Joe Morrissey that would split the opposition vote,”
Baliles said.
Berry and Stoney put out statements later Wednesday in response to Baliles’ announcement. Both candidates praised their former opponent’s tenure in City
Hall, as well as his contributions to the mayoral race,
but neither referenced his call for other candidates to
drop out.
“I hope to work in partnership with Jon down
the road to advance ideas and policies that will
improve Richmond and get city hall working for
every citizen of Richmond,” Berry stated in a
Facebook post.
“Jon elevated the debate in this race and it has
been an honor to run with him,” Stoney said in a
news release. “I know he will continue to listen
to needs of Richmonders and find ways to serve
our city.”

VIRGINIA
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Stat of the Week

Walk-on redshirt-senior guard Torey Burston
recieved an athletic scholarship last week after
four years of commitment to the program.

RamNation reunion

Rams get wake-up
call in exhibition
It appeared as if the Rams were going
to escape with a win down the stretch.
With 1:18 to go, Lewis found AlieCox with an entry pass to the post. The
Queens defense contracted around him,
which freed up freshman guard Malik
Crowfield in the corner for three. The
Royals’ lead dwindled to 70-69.
Crowfields’ performance was a
silver lining for VCU. The Louisiana
native finished with eight points and
displayed a calm demeanor associated
with maturity beyond his years. Players
and coaches alike gave Crowfield rave
reviews after the game.
“To me, Malik played the best out of
all of us,” Lewis said. “He does exactly
what coach asks him to do.”
Wade echoed Lewis’ praise and said
“Malik played with great poise.”
After a pair of Lewis free throws to
tie the game up at 71, VCU committed
a cardinal sin by fouling a three-point
shooter with 18.9 seconds remaining.
Queens’ Mike Davis made 2 of 3 to give
his side a one-possession lead. Davis
finished with 17 points and nine steals.
Alie-Cox was subsequently fouled
in the post and, with both teams in
the double-bonus, converted two free
throws to tie the game yet again with

ADAM CHEEK
Contributing Writer

9.4 seconds on the
clock. The charity
stripe was another
bright spot for the Rams,
as they went 25 of 28 from the free
throw line.
Agusi drove the length of the floor
and converted a reverse layup over the
outstretched arm of Alie-Cox as time
expired. With the basket, a Siegel
Center crowd which had showed up
expecting a light-hearted preview of the
season to come in the form of a blowout
was left asking more questions than they
arrived with.
Lewis said the game serves as an
early-season wake-up call for a team
carrying the weight of lofty expectations.
“I feel like now the young guys know
what it’s gonna be like playing college
basketball,” Lewis said. “We’ve just
gotta get in the lab.”
Coach Wade echoed Lewis’ resilient
sentiment in advance of next Friday’s
season opener at home against the University of North Carolina at Asheville.
“I think our newer guys were a little
shell-shocked,” Wade said. “We’ve got
to continue to develop some leadership. There are a lot of areas we’ve gotta
improve on, that’s for sure. We’ll see if
this wakes us up”.

PHOTO BY ERIC MARQUEZ

points and 11.3 rebounds per game
his senior year. Crowfield is a three-star prospect
who chose VCU over Texas A&M University,
Kansas State University and Iowa State University,
among others.
“We kind of recruited him (Crowfield) for his
shooting,” Wade said. “But he is a tremendous
positional defender. He knows exactly where he is
supposed to be. He is like a junior in understanding of defense. A lot of that is based on his high
school background and where he came from.”
Fraser, the 6-5, 205 pound guard from Canada,
is “kind of a power guard for us,” Wade said. “He
can play the 1-3. Very physical, can guard the ball.
… He’s really, really difficult to get around.”
Fraser was rated a three-star prospect by most
services, as well as the No. 2 prospect out of
Ontario. He helped his AAU team win the 17U
Silver Bracket Championship at the 2015 Adidas
Championship in Las Vegas.
Although Vann is ineligible to play this season,
he will take on a huge role in the 2017-18 season
with the impending graduation of senior forwards
Mo Alie-Cox and Ahmed Hamdy-Mohamed.
During his freshman year at the University of
Maine, Vann led the team in scoring, averaging
16.4 points and 5.8 rebounds per game.
“He can do a little bit of everything,” Wade
said. “He’s a well-rounded offensive player. He
can shoot it. He can drive it. He can post. He gets
fouled a lot.”
This year’s recruiting class has been deemed
one of the best VCU has ever lured in. A group
of young, versatile guards and a dynamic transfer
forward have Ram Nation comfortable with the
future of basketball on Broad Street.

The 2016-17 Rams carry six seniors, the most the program has seen in over 20 years.

JESSICA WETZLER
Contributing Writer
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A fresh group of young guards joins VCU men’s
basketball for the 2016-2017 season following the
graduation of two top guards, Melvin Johnson and
Korey Billbury.
When looking ahead last season, second year
head coach Will Wade saw the need to buff up
his backcourt in advance of Johnson and Billbury’s departures. VCU Director of Athletics Ed
McLaughlin raved about how much Wade means
to the program.
“His (Wade’s) intelligence, work ethic and
knowledge of the game make him a sensational
coach, recruiter and ambassador for VCU,”
McLaughlin said.
Wade said when the basketball staff begins the
recruiting process they look for good students with
high character. They also look for length and players who understand what VCU basketball is about.
“We like guys who from winning programs,
winning backgrounds, who are used to winning,”
Wade said. “When it gets to the last couple minutes of a game they say ‘hey we got this’ not ‘oh
what’s going to happen.’”
Wade’s first recruiting class during his first year
as VCU head coach includes freshmen guards Malik Crowfield, De’Riante Jenkins, Marquell Fraser
and sophomore transfer forward Issac Vann. Vann
will sit out the 2016-17 season in accordance with
NCAA transfer regulations.
Wade was also looking for an assortment of
skillsets when he chose to recruit Crowfield, Jenkins, Vann, and Fraser.
“Marquell Fraser can really guard and this will
help us defensively, Malik Crowfield will help us
position and make some 3’s,” Wade said. “And
Jenkins is an all-around player and slasher who
can play multiple positions.”
Jenkins, a four-star recruit, chose VCU over a
list of prominent programs including the University of Tennessee, Rutgers University, the University of South Carolina, Clemson University and
Virginia Tech.
“I fell in love with coach Wade,” Jenkins said.
“My grandparents and my mother all liked him.
Everybody treated me well.”
The 6-foot-5 guard is known as a versatile,
athletic wing who can impact the game on both
ends of the court.
Jenkins was ranked No. 36 nationally in the
class of 2016 by 24sports.com and No. 59 by
ESPN.com. The Eutawville, South Carolina native who attended Hargrave Military Academy in
Chatham, Va was also rated the No. 2 recruit in
Virginia by most services.
Following the trip of to Spain this summer,
Wade said Crowfield is “the furthest along I’ve
seen a freshman in a long, long time,” and attributed it to Crowfield’s high school coaching at
Riverside Academy in Reserve, Louisiana.
The LaPlace, Louisiana native posses “sneaky
athleticism on drives to the basket.”
Crowfield brings a winning pedigree with him
to Richmond. He is a three-time State Champion
for Riverside Academy, where he averaged 17.5

fan votes for each region are automatically granted a bid to the tournament.
The 44 teams are joined by 12 total
‘at-large’ bids as well as the defending
champion from each region. The final
slot in each region is reserved for the
winner of TBT’s GoFundMe contest,
which raises money for Big Brothers
Big Sisters of America.
Ram Nation had 1,573 total votes
by fansa and placed 11th in the 64team field.
“Coming from VCU and this fan
base man, they’re loyal,” Burgess said.
“They follow us just about everywhere
and we feed off their energy.”
Overseas Elite, the defending and
eventual champions of the tournament,
defeated Ram Nation 91-80 in the
Super 16 round on ESPN.
Despite failing to advance to the
round of eight, the VCU alumni
showed the heart and resilience Black
and Gold fans remember when they rebounded from a 42-34 halftime deficit
to tie the game with mere minutes left
on the clock. Overseas Elite improved
to 10-0 all-time in the tournament
with the win.
The first round held in Charlotte
had a massive turnout, and RamNation
experienced an even larger audience in
Philadelphia.
“In front of our fans and family, and
with this much on the line, guys were
sort of out of character at first,” Burgess
said. “Once everybody settled in and
settled down, and played together, we
were able to take care of business.”
After the tournament, Rodriguez
indicated RamNation hopes to make
another run in TBT 2017. With such
a supportive and loyal fanbase, VCU
alumni will always have a home and
family to return to.

Seniors huddle together

Will Wade stacks backcourt
KEYRIS L. MANZANARES
Contributing Writer

RamNation, a basketball team
comprised of VCU alumni, competed
against a world-class field of opponents
in the 2016 Jack Links The Basketball
Tournament.
TBT is held every summer in Las
Vegas and aired on ESPN. The final
16 teams, of the 64, compete for a $2
million grand prize.
Ram Nation, part of the south region, opened tournament play against
the NC Prodigal Sons. The RamNation roster featured several former
VCU players, including Bradford
Burgess, Eric Maynor and Reggie
Williams.
“All of us basically came from the
same coaching tree,” Burgess said. “It
was the first time we’d been playing
together for years.”
Joey Rodriguez, the point guard
during the inaugural VCU appearance
in the 2011 Final Four NCAA Basketball Tournament, coached the team.
Rodriguez, along with his 2011 teammates, brought a winning pedigree to
RamNation.
Prior to the Super 16, Burgess
(2008-2012) talked about how much
being back with his VCU family meant
to him.
“It’s a great feeling man, it’s amazing to be back with this group of guys,”
Burgess said. “It’s great being in front
of our family, our friends and this
fanbase.”
Fan interaction is a huge part of
the tournament and helps determine
eligibility. The initial field is comprised
of 64 teams with four national regions
-- each with 16 teams.
The top 11 teams with the most
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Coach Wade said freshman guard Malik
Crowfield is one of the most mature underclassman he has ever coached.

This year’s Black and Gold squad
is the most seasoned group of players
men’s basketball has seen in over 20
years. With six seniors on the roster,
leadership is one aspect of the game
second year head coach Will Wade
does not have to worry about.
Redshirt-senior forward Mo
Alie-Cox has become a fan favorite over the years for his imposing
defensive presence and in-your-face
emphatic dunks. Alie-Cox enters
the 2016-17 season as the program’s
all-time leader in field goal percentage at .590.
Praised for his ability to run the
floor and provide a physical presence
inside, his game has been compared
to NBA hall-of-famer Charles
Barkley and former University of
Pittsburgh standout DeJuan Blair.
Alie-Cox started all 36 games for
the Rams and registered 68 blocks in
the 2015-16 season.
Senior players beside Alie-Cox
include redshirt-senior guard/
forward Jordan Burgess, forward
Ahmed Hamdy-Mohamed, and
guards JeQuan Lewis, Doug
Brooks, Torey Burston.
For Alie-Cox, his personal definition of leadership is about setting
an example, whether it’s on the court
or in the classroom.
"Everyone is experienced enough
to just speak up and say something
when they see something,” Alie-

Cox said. “Some players will lead
by example, but not everyone is that
distinct vocal leader. Everyone leads
in their own way.”
Burston and Burgess stand as the
vocal leaders on this year’s team in
the absence of 2016 graduate Melvin
Johnson.
Burgess has been apart of the
program since Wade was assistant
coach to Shaka Smart. Wade said he

We've got a very
mature team,
so if we can just
handle our business we can do
a lot of great
things.
JeQuan Lewis
brings a toughness and grittiness to
the program that exemplifies what it
means to wear the Black and Gold.
“It’s important to have guys to
understand where our program came
from and Jordan understands where
we came from,” Wade said. “He
was with us at Franklin Street Gym
before we had all this nice stuff. So
he brings a toughness and blue collar

work ethic to us that we really really
like.”
Over the five years Alie-Cox has
spent as a Ram, the person he was
from the beginning of his college
basketball career has changed drastically compared to the person he is
today.
As Alie-Cox become more comfortable with the team, he became
more vocal and built relationships on
and off the court. The Alexandria,
Virginia native mentioned he spends
more time with the team this year
than he has in previous years.
“When I first got here, coming
out of high school, you do this this
and this. I did my first workout and
I was sore from the neck down,”
Allie-Cox said. “Coach tried to get
me to go to the gym and do some
extra reps, but I just wanted to stay
in bed.”
Alie-Cox sat out that year after
being ruled a partial qualifier by the
NCAA and came out of his redshirt
season knowing what work needed
to be done to get on the court.
The well-rounded group of veterans have all assumed a strong court
and locker room presence in their efforts to make the learning curve for
a talented freshman class as smooth
as possible.
“We have a really good bunch
this year with a lot of seniors,” Lewis
said. “We’ve got a very mature team
so if we can just handle our business
we can do a lot of great things.”
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#1
JeQuan
Lewis

#2
Samir
Doughty

#4
Justin
Tillman

Senior guard

Redshirt-freshman guard

Junior forward

6-1, 185

6-1, 185

6-7, 220

Dickson, TN.
Dickson County High School
-2016-17 Preseason All-Atlantic 10 Third Team and All-Defensive Team.
-Former high school quarterback
-Scored a career high point total (29) on January 16, 2016 at
cross-town rival the University of Richmond.
-Lewis went off when it mattered most – he averaged 21.5
points, 8.5 assists, 5.5 rebounds and 2 steals in two NCAA
Tournament games against Oregon State University and the
University of Oklahoma last March.
-Averaged 11.3 points and 5.1 assists in 28.6 minutes played
per game last season
-Has 196 rebounds, 347 assists, 144 steals and 913 points in
his 2,357 minutes played wearing the Black and Gold.

#5

Detroit, MI.
Pershing High School

Philadelphia, PA
Mathematics, Civics and Sciences Charter School
-Was redshirted the 2015-16 season after he was ruled a partial
qualifier by the NCAA.
-Rated a 3-star recruit by Rivals.com and ranked 35th best point
guard nationally by 247 Sports, including sixth-best in Pennsylvania as a senior.
-Wired to score and dynamic player. Can slice his way through
the lane and finish with his left or right hand.
-Was 6 of 10 from the floor and 1 of 2 on 3-points while scoring 13 points during the Black and Gold scrimmage. He had four
rebounds, three turnovers, two assists, one block and one steal in
30 minutes of play.
-Scored a team-high 17 points, 13 of those in the first half,
knocked down 8-of-13 attempts from the field and grabbed four
steals in VCU’s victory over Euro Colegio Casvi in Spain this past
summer.

Doug Brooks
“Dougy Fresh”

6-7, 250
Alexandria, VA
Middleburg Academy

Senior guard
6-4, 200

Lake Wales, FL.
Lake Wales High School
Richmond, VA
St. Benedict’s Preparatory School

-Williams was inserted into the starting lineup on Feb. 13 last
season, and he proceeded to break out in a big way, averaging 7.3
points, 2.4 assists, and 2.3 rebounds over the next 11 games, all of
which he started.
-Scored a career-high 17 points in the Rams’ pivotal late-season
win at the George Washington University last season.
-Has scored 205 points and accrued 47 steals, 102 assists and 61
rebounds in his 818 minutes played wearing the Black and Gold.

#14
Torey
Burston

#20
Jordan
Burgess

Redshirt-senior guard

Redshirt-senior guard/
forward

5-8, 185

Ahmed HamdyMohamed
Senior forward
6-9, 240

6-5, 225

Richmond, VA
Trinity Episcopal
-One of the Rams’ better on-ball defenders. A player Coach Will
will often call on when the Rams turn to the full-court press.
-Hit his first career 3-pointer in a 74-54 win over Saint Louis University Feb. 17, 2015.
-Former high school running back who averaged 65 yards a game
and scored eight touchdowns during his senior year.

NEWCOMERS

Alexandria, Egypt
Trent Internationale (Lee College)

#13
Malik
Crowfield

6-5, 185
Bridgeport, CT
Bunnell (Maine)

-2015-16 American East All-Rookie selection at University of Maine. Will sit out the 2016-17 season with
NCAA transfer regulations.
-A physical slasher that has the ability to connect from
long distance.
-Ability to draw contact where he averaged 5.9 free
throws and shot 78 percent from the line during his
career at Maine.
-Averaged 16.4 points and 5.8 rebounds in 17 games
for the Black Bears last season.

#15
Marquel
Fraser

Freshman guard

Sophomore forward
6-6, 190

Freshman guard

-Averaged 5.3 points and 3.3 rebounds in 11.8 minutes played
per game in 2015-16.
-Hamdy impressed this offseason – he averaged a staggering
15.0 points and 10.5 rebounds per game while shooting .522
from the floor on VCU’s Spanish tour.
-Spent a redshirt season at Houston in 2013-14 before transferring to Lee College. This is Hamdy’s first collegiate season
in a familiar setting.
-Post-scoring specialist; Hamdy utilizes dynamic footwork
and finesse down low to score with his back to the basket.

-Aggressive, physical guard who can knock down the corner
shot.
-Scrappy defender and rebounder when playing the forward
position.
-Scored 14 points and hit a go-ahead 3-pointer with 59 seconds left in a critical late-season conference win at George
Washington last season.
-Averaged 11 8.5 rebounds in two NCAA match-ups last
season.
-Last name carries a lot of weight as the younger brother of
Bradford Burgess, who played for the Rams from 2008-11
and starred on VCU's Final Four squad. Bradford set an alltime NCAA record for consecutive starts with 146.

#11
Issac
Vann

#0
De’Riante
Jenkins

Long, athletic wing who can impact the game on both
ends of the floor.
-Solid passer and ball handler.
-Third-highest recruit (after Kendrick Warren and Terry
Larrier) to sign with VCU since signing services began
ranking players.
-Consensus 4-star recruit. Ranked No. 36 nationally in
the class of 2016 by 247 Sports, No. 43 by Scout, No. 44
by Rivals and No. 59 by ESPN.com.

-Named 2016-17 Preseason All-Atlantic 10 Second Team and AllDefensive Team.
-Selected to All-Atlantic 10 Third Team in 2015-16, as well as AllDefensive Team.
-Two-time A-10 All-Academic Team honoree.
-Ranks fifth in school history with 184 career blocks.
-VCU’s all-time leader in field goal percentage.
-Has 759 points and 516 rebounds in his 2,399 minutes played wearing the Black and Gold.
-An Alie-Cox block at home forestalls the infamous “Mo says no”
chant, a favorite of RamNation.

#23

Midlothian, VA
Benedictine College Preparatory

Eutawville, SC
Hargrave Military Academy

#12
Mohamed
Alie-Cox
Redshirt-senior forward

Jonathan
“Johnny”
Williams

6-4, 200

-One of the best on-ball defenders in the country. Infamously
tenacious, Brooks led the country in steal percentage (6.8) last
year according to KenPom.com.
-Tied for third in the Atlantic 10 in steals per game (1.9) despite
averaging just 16.1 minutes played per contest.
-Led VCU in 3-point percentage as a sophomore in 2014-15. Both
Brooks and coach Will Wade have indicated in the preseason that
they hope to re-capture this sharpshooting prowess this season
after a lackluster 2015-16.
-Impressed in the Black and Gold scrimmage, going 4 of 9 from
downtown.

-Averaged 7.2 points and 6.1 rebounds in 16.5 minutes per game in
2015-16.
-Dominated conference competition last year. Tillman averaged 9.2
points and 7 rebounds per game while shooting a ridiculous .717
(83-of-113) from the field in 21 games against A-10 competition in
2015-16.
-Ranked 97th nationally in 2014 recruiting class by ESPN.
-Dynamic athlete who has only just scratched the surface of his

#10

Senior guard

ILLUSTRATIONS BY JIAQI

sports

Freshman guard
6-5, 205

6-4, 180
LaPlace, LA
Riverside Academy
-Gifted shooter who stretch defence and has created
an advanced floater.
-Athletic drives to the basket.
-In October, Coach Wade said Crowfield is “the
furthest along I’ve seen of a freshman in a long, long
time.”
-A positional defender who knows where he needs to
be and when he needs to be there.
-Averaged 17.5 points and 11.3 rebounds per game his
senior year and 24.5 points and 11.3 rebounds per game
as a junior earning Class 2A Player of the Year.

Hamilton, Ontario
The Hill Academy
-Physical guard known for his stifling defense and
playmaking abilities.
- Recorded 10 points in VCU’s victory over Combinado Valenciano in Spain this summer.
--Rated a three-star prospect by most services, as
well as the No. 2 prospect out of Ontario.
-Helped his AAU team win the 17U Silver Bracket
Championship at the 2015 Adidas Championship in
Las Vegas.
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A look at the Atlantic 10 Conference

good season, so the margins are
thin,” he said. “It’s going to be a
tough league schedule and a tough
year and we just have to be ready
to go.”
The Rams were slated to finish
third in the A-10 preseason poll,
but Wade said he doesn’t take
much stock in where his team is
picked.
“The Times Dispatch picked
us sixth last year and we won the
thing, so it doesn’t matter where
you’re picked, you still have to
play the games,” he said. “Whether we’re picked first, third, fifth,
eighth, it still doesn’t matter.”
With six returning seniors,
the Rams have the experience to
once again realize success within
the conference, and Wade said he
has faith in players like JeQuan
Lewis, Mo Alie-Cox and Jordan
Burgess to use their experience
and talent to get the team to
where the want to be.

Davidson Wildcats

2015-16 Record: 20-12 (10-6, 6th)
Key Players: Jack Gibbs (Sr.), Peyton
Aldridge (Jr.)
A-10 Preseason Poll: 4th
Preseason All-Conference First
Team member and senior guard Jack
Gibbs returns to lead the Wildcats,
coming off a season as the conference’s leading scorer. Gibbs, who
averaged a stout 23.5 points-per-game
last season, is joined by 6-foot-8,
225-pound forward Peyton Aldridge.
The Third Team All-Conference
junior added 15.5 points of his own
alongside his 6.5 rebounds for the
Wildcats last season.
The duo forms a formidable
one-two punch to make Davidson
one of the strongest offenses in the
conference. The two will be joined by
Boston College transfer Will Magarity, who, at 6-foot-11, will try to
anchor a defense that ranked sub-200
in defensive efficiency in ’15-16.

Dayton Flyers

Monday, November 7, 2016

’15-16 Record: 25-7 (14-4, T-1st)
Key Players: Charles Cooke (Sr.),
Scoochie Smith (Sr.), Kyle Davis (Sr.)
A-10 Preseason Poll: 1st
The Flyers, coming off a regular
season share of the A-10 title and

an NCAA Tournament berth, are
picked by many to once again compete for the conference’s top mark.
Dayton returns a formidable backcourt duo of seniors Charles Cooke
and Scoochie Smith, with the two
players being named preseason First
and Second-Team All-Conference
selections, respectively.
Dayton also boasts two members
to the preseason All-Defensive Team
in Cooke and senior guard Kyle
Davis, as the Flyers have one of the
most well-rounded attacks in the
conference, led by coveted head coach
Archie Miller.
Former top-100 recruit Josh Cunningham adds excitement to Dayton’s
frontcourt after transferring from
Bradley University, which could help
the Flyers immensely after consensus
top-100 recruit and 6-foot-10 forward
Kostas Antetokounmpo was ruled ineligible for the upcoming campaign.
The Flyers narrowly missed an
AP Preseason Top 25 selection after
receiving 98 votes.

Duquesne Dukes

’15-16 Record: 16-16 (6-12, T-10th)
Key Players: Emile Blackman (Sr.),
Kale Abrahamson (Sr.)
A-10 Preseason Poll: 13th
The Dukes, after finishing a mere
10th in 2015-16, lost their four top
scorers to graduation. Head coach Jim
Ferry added graduate transfer Emile
Blackman from Niagra to fill the
Dukes’ scoring needs. The 6-foot-3
guard averaged 15.8 points-per-game
last season as a Purple Eagle.
Blackman, as well as fellow transfer Kale Abrahamson, join senior
paint-protector Darius Lewis, the
Dukes’ all-time leading shot-blocker,
as Ferry’s squad hopes to bounce
back from their disappointing ’15-16
campaign.

Fordham Rams

’15-16 Record: 17-13 (8-10, 8th)
Key Players: Joseph Chartouney (So.),
Javontae Hawkins (Sr.), Christian Sengfelder (Jr.)
A-10 Preseason Poll: 11th
Fordham comes off one of their
best seasons in recent memory after
head coach Jeff Neubauer lead them
to their first winning season in nearly
a decade. The Rams return Conference Rookie of the Year Joseph Chartouney – a preseason All-Conference

Third Team selection after averaging an impressive 11.3 points, 5.3
rebounds and 6.2 assists in 2015-16.
Eastern Kentucky transfer and
17 point-per-game scorer Javontae
Hawkins, as well as German forward
Christian Sengfelder, join Chartouney as the Rams try to build off
the success of last season.

George Mason Patriots

’15-16 Record: 11-21 (5-13, T-12th)
Key Players: Otis Livingston II (So.),
Marquise Moore (Sr.)
A-10 Preseason Poll: 12th
The Patriots, a decade removed
from their historic 2006 Final Four
appearance, struggled last season during head coach Dave Paulsen’s first
year in charge, finishing a lowly 5-13
in conference play.
One bright spot for the Patriots
is the return of sophomore Otis
Livingston II. Livingston, who will
join senior Marquise Moore in the
backcourt, averaged just under 12
points-per-game as a freshman and
may be poised to have a breakout
year in 2016-17, giving Patriots fans
hope as they head into the upcoming
campaign.

George Washington Colonials

’15-16 Record: 23-10 (11-7, 5th)
Key Players: Tyler Cavanaugh (Sr.),
Patrick Steeves (Sr.), Yuta Watanabe (Jr.)
Preseason Poll: 8th
The firing of Colonials head
coach Mike Lonergan, amid allegations of verbal and emotional abuse
of players was the conference’s
biggest story of the offseason. As
such, Maurice Joseph takes over the
program on an interim basis as he
tries to right the ship.
George Washington has the
talent to compete in 2016-17, as
they boast a front court consisting
of arguably the conference’s best big
man in senior Tyler Cavanaugh, as
well as Yuta Watanabe and Harvard
transfer Patrick Steeves; but the
jury is out on whether Joseph will
be able to lift the team past their
tumultuous offseason as they head
into the upcoming season amidst
swirling controversy.

La Salle Explorers

’15-16 Record: 9-22 (4-14, 14th)
Key Players: Jordan Price (Sr.), Cleon

Roberts (Sr.), Demetrius Henry (Jr.)
A-10 Preseason Poll: 7th
La Salle comes off a disappointing 2015-16 campaign after finishing
dead last in the A-10, but the Explorers have reason for hope heading
into the new season. Seniors Jordan
Price and Cleon Roberts return to
the team after combining for over 30
points-per-game last season, as Price
is amongst the Preseason All-Conference Second Team selection.
The duo is joined by three highmajor transfers in Demetrius Henry,
Pookie Powell and B.J. Johnson, as
Dr. John Giannini’s squad attempts
to wield the firepower to be one of
the A-10’s top surprises in the coming
season, despite being picked to finish in the middle of the pack in the
conference’s preseason poll.

UMass Minutemen

’15-16 Record: 14-18 (6-12, T-10th)
Key Players: Donte Clark (Jr.), Zach
Lewis (Jr.)
A-10 Preseason Poll: 10th
The Minutemen tied for tenth
in 2015-16 and are picked to finish
in the same spot for the upcoming campaign, but UMass sports
a young squad that has the talent
to make some noise. They are led
by junior guards Donte Clark and
Zach Lewis, each of whom averaged double-digit scoring last year.
With only one senior and six
freshmen, head coach Derek Kellogg may have his work cut out for
him in 2016-17, but with a top recruiting class headlined by a pair of
four-star prospects in DeJon Jerreau
and Chris Baldwin, the Minutemen
have high hopes for the future.

Rhode Island Rams

’15-16 Record: 17-15 (9-9, 7th)
Key Players: Hassan Martin (Sr.), E.C.
Matthews (Jr.), Jared Terrell (Jr.), Jarvis
Garrett (Jr.), Kuran Iverson (Sr.)
A-10 Preseason Poll: 2nd
AP Preseason Poll Rank: #23
Rhode Island, coming off a
season where they finished a mere
.500 in the Atlantic-10, are one of
the conference’s most talked-about
teams heading into the new season.
The Rams return four of their top five
scorers from a year ago, and welcome
back junior guard E.C. Matthews.
The Detroit native sat out all but one
game after suffering a season-ending

ACL injury in the Rams’ first contest
last season.
The trio of Jared Terrell, Jarvis
Garrett and Hassan Martin combined for nearly forty combined
points-per-contest last season. Add
in Matthews 16.9 points-per-game
in his sophomore season, and the
Rams feature one of the league’s most
potent offenses.
Head coach Dan Hurley’s squad
heads into the season with the
conferences only AP Top 25 ranking,
coming into the season at No. 23 in
the country.

Richmond Spiders

’15-16 Record: 16-16 (7-11, 9th)
Key Players: T.J. Cline (Sr.), ShawnDre’
Jones (Sr.), Marshall Wood (Sr.)
A-10 Preseason Poll: 6th
T.J. Cline, ShawnDre’ Jones and
Marshall Wood provide the Spiders
with the leadership and experience
needed to improve on their disappointing season.
The Spiders’ always show up for
the big games against cross-town
rival VCU, but seasoned head coach
Chris Mooney must improve upon
their 7-11 conference record if his
team wants to return to their winning ways.

Saint Joseph’s Hawks

’15-16 Record: 27-7 (13-5, 4th)
Key Players: Shavar Newkirk (Jr.),
James Demery (Jr.), Lamarr Kimble (So.)
A-10 Preseason Poll: 9th
Saint Joes capped off their impressive 27-7 campaign by winning the
A-10 Tournament in March. The
win landed them with an 8 seed in
the 2016 NCAA Tournament, where
the Hawks saw their first tournament
victory since 2004 after defeating
Cincinnati in the first round.
Seasoned head coach Phil
Martelli looks to build upon last
season’s success as he heads into
his 22nd season in charge. With a

young squad led by juniors Shavar
Newkirk and James Demery, St.
Joes has the firepower to continue
their winning ways.

Saint Louis Billikens

’15-16 Record: 11-21 (5-13, T-12th)
Key Players: Jermaine Bishop (So.), Reggie Agbeko (Sr.)
A-10 Preseason Poll: 14th
After the team’s second straight
11-21 season, St. Louis fired head
coach Jim Crews and replaced him
with up-and-coming head man,
Travis Ford.
The Billikens lack the talent to
make a big splash in the upcoming
season. However, Ford has already
made his mark on the program, landing two four star recruits for 2017,
including ESPN Top 100 prospect
Jordan Goodwin.
Saint Louis may not see much
success in the upcoming campaign,
but the Billikens are building for the
future under Ford.

St. Bonaventure Bonnies

’15-16 Record: 22-8 (14-4, T-1st)
Key Players: Jaylen Adams (Jr.), Matt
Mobley (Jr.), Idris Taqqee (Jr.)
A-10 Preseason Poll: 5th
St. Bonaventure capped off a
successful 2015-16 campaign with a
share of the A-10 regular season title,
but unfortunately for the Bonnies,
just missed out on an NCAA Tournament bid in March.
Head coach Mark Schmidt looks
to fill the Bonnie’s top scorer position
after Marcus Posley graduated in
May. Schmidt looks to his talented
backcourt of All-Conference FirstTeamer Jaylen Adams and his fellow
guard Idris Taqqee. The two are
joined by Central Connecticut State
transfer Matt Mobley, whose 17.2
points-per-game as a Blue Devil will
certainly help make up for some of
Posley’s lost 19.6-point output.
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Last month the The Intrepids, St. Bonaventure University's student-run
digital newspaper, ran a preseason men's basketball poll between student
media members from across the A-10. Seven of the league’s school
newspapers contributed by submitting ballots of their predicted orders of
finish and their top choices for all-league teams.

Men's Preseason

Projected Order of Finish

1. Rhode Island- 93 points,
two first-place votes
2. Dayton- 87 points,
two first-place votes
3. VCU- 85 points,
two first-place votes
4. Davidson- 81 points,
one first-place vote
5. St. Bonaventure- 66 points

6. George Washington- 60 points
7. Richmond- 58 points
8. La Salle- 55 points
9. St. Joseph’s- 34 points
10. UMass- 33 points
11. Fordham- 29 points
12. George Mason- 20 points
13. Duquesne- 18 points
14. Saint Louis- 16 points

Preseason All-A10
First Team

Second Team

Jack Gibbs, Davidson
E.C. Matthews, Rhode Island
Tyler Cavanaugh, George Washington
Charles Cooke, Dayton
Jaylen Adams, St. Bonaventure

Jordan Price, La Salle
Scoochie Smith, Dayton
Hassan Martin, Rhode Island
Mo Alie-Cox, VCU
JeQuan Lewis, VCU

sports
Basketball managers provide alley-oop
GABE HUARI
Staff Writer
Every operation has silent contributors
who provide the nuts and bolts to make the
wheels go round. For VCU men’s basketball,
that’s the managers.
VCU students Chris Gaines, Tyrone
Green, Riley Hothem, Matt Lurie, and
Duncan Thurston are the Black and Gold’s
right hand men. Their responsibilities are
evenly divided, although the returning managers are expected to do a little more while
the new managers learn the ropes.
“Duncan and Matt are new to the
program this year so their responsibilities
aren’t as much as the rest of us, but they are
learning the task off the court and will be up
to speed in no time,” Gaines said.
Managers responosbilites vary by what
stage the basketball season is in. During the
season, the managers are responsible for setting up practice, checking in with coaches,
getting gear ready for practice and rebounding the ball for the players.
During the summer and early fall, the
managers deal with the gear from Nike and
decide what is being embroidered before the
shirts get sent off.
Depending on the day, managers work
for 4-10 hours, but are not compensated.
However, they receive many other nonmonetary benefits.
ADVERTISEMENT

Green described the vibe around the program as “family-oriented”, saying the players
are like brothers to them and the coaching
staff act as father figures.
“Our interaction with the players and
coaching staff is incredible,” Gaines said.
“We see the guys every day and it’s like we’re
one big family.”
According to Gaines, only the three
returning managers get to travel to
away games, but “all of the guys are at
the home games.”
Game day tasks include anything from
handing out water to filming the games to
helping the players warm up.
“Basically we’re just making sure everything runs smoothly,” said Thurston.
The process of becoming a manager is

like any other job application. Potential
managers fill out an application, go through
an interview process, and sometimes even go
through a tryout.
“I liked the job description, it sounded
like it’d be a lot of fun, and I had some
previous experience, so I took the job,”
Thurston said.
Managers and players have formed a
bond through their love for basketball.
Most of the managers grew up around
basketball and have an interest in pursuing a career in the sport.
“Most of us dream of one day being
college coaches, so having a job like this and
getting to see how college basketball is truly
operated has been a great opportunity for
me,” Green said.

PHOTO BY ERIC MARQUEZ

8

Team managers have access to the Basketball Development Cener 24/7.
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Fact of the week:

Ostriches don’t have teeth and
swallow rocks to grind their food.

“Divided We Fall”

Sikh Students Association at VCU address
hate crimes, violence in the post-911 era
To help raise awareness about the estimated 300 cases
of hate crimes against Sikh-Americans since Sep. 11,
2001 the Sikh Students Association at VCU screened a
documentary by award-winning filmmaker and civil rights
lawyer Valarie Kaur.
“Divided We Fall” follows Americans who identify as
Sikhs and Muslims post-2001.
Gurjas Singh Bajaj, president of SSA at VCU, said the
board chose to screen the documentary because of the
spike in negative rhetoric surrounding Sikh and Muslim
communities since the start of the presidential election.
“I hope what people take away from this documentary is
that we need to be unified and to accept everyone within
our communities, including Sikhs and Muslims,” Bajaj said.
Sikhism is a monotheistic faith and boasts more than
25 million followers worldwide, making it the fifth largest
religion in the world according to SikhNet.com. Sikhs are
also one of the main targets for hate crimes directed toward
Muslims, Arabs and those perceived to be Muslim in the
United States.
According to the Sikh Coalition, an organization that
advocates for the rights and protection of basic civil liberties,
Sikhs are often victim to hate crimes because of their
religious garbs and physical features — such as long beards
and turbans — which coincide with the western-generated
stereotype of a terrorist.
Bajaj said although Sikhs are wrongfully targeted, he
doesn’t believe anyone should fall victim to hate, and
the issue is a collective struggle Sikhs and Muslims face
together.
Sikhism has no relation to Islam, the second largest
religion in the world with over 1.6 billion followers.
Some Muslims also choose to wear religious garbs
including headscarves called hijabs and full body coverings
known as niqabs. Many Muslim men grow beards to
emulate the practice of the Prophet Muhammad. These

individuals have also been a constant target for religious
violence.
“I take great pride in my faith and the identity that
comes with it is a huge part of that,” Bajaj said. “A part of
that identity is to stand out and look different and that’s
okay.”
Hadeel Tewfig,a VCU junior studying sociology and
international relations, said she chooses to wear her hijab
despite the growing political tension.
“It’s really ironic in this country that people want to
infringe upon my freedom to wear the veil,” Tewfig said.
“Wearing the hijab makes me feel more intune with myself.
More confident.”
If you feel you have been a target of religious
discrimination, contact the Sikh Coalition, Council of
Islamic American Relations and Department of Justice.

I take great pride in my faith
and the identity that comes
with it is a huge part of that.
A part of that identity is to
stand out and look different
and that’s okay.
Gurjas Singh Bajaj
President, SSA at VCU

PHOTO BY PILAR CURTIS

HIBA AHMAD
Staff Writer

“Divided We Fall” was released in 2006, and follows the lives of Sikh Americans in the aftermath of Sep. 11, 2001.

All The Saints presents 11th Hallow’s Eve
Members of the Richmond community
congregated in costume for All Hallow’s Eve
on Monday, Oct. 31 in Monroe Park for the
11th annual Halloween Parade.
The parade, made possible by All The
Saints Theater Company, marched through
Oregon Hill and down Laurel St., passing
young trick-or-treaters along the way.

Flag wavers and large puppets lead the
way down the street while bike ushers
blocked off streets to keep the paraders safe.
Various bands played alongside the large
parade line so regardless of where onlookers
stood they could hear music.
The parade was sectioned into four parts
to represent wind, earth, water and fire.
Puppets representing different demons such
as greed and ignorance were followed by the
“goddesses of everyday life,” like tenderness

and twerk.
Kelly Johnson, who attended the parade
for the first time this year, said she didn’t
realize Richmond had such a big parade on
Halloween every year but will return again
next year.
The parade came to a final stop in a
parking lot along Laurel St., where members
of the parade set down their puppets and
dispersed to begin their own Halloween
festivities and mischief.

ILLUSTRATION BY GARETH BENTALL

MARY LEE CLARK
Staff Writer

Sam’s Take:
Doctor Strange

PHOTO BY ERIN EDGERTON

SAMUEL GOODRICH
Staff Writer

The parade began on S. Laurel St. and continued through Oregon Hill.

For nearly a decade the Marvel cinematic universe has dominated the box office for releasing
consistently-great films.
Many viewers, including myself,
have consequently spawned “superhero fatigue” in the last couple years
because all the films have started to
feel the same.
In an effort to add something
weird to the mix, Marvel released
“Doctor Strange,” which follows a
mystic wizard with unimaginable
powers who fights enemies beyond
our dimension. Luckily, this bizarre
concept is the perfect way to bring
some life to the stale superhero genre.
What immediately struck me
about watching “Doctor Strange”
are the visuals, which are impressive
and psychadelic.
Director Scott Derrickson and
the visual effects team take full
advantage of the dimension-bending
concept and put some mind-blowing, trippy and colorful visuals on
screen.
This leads to some of the most
creative action scenes I’ve seen in a
big-budget film. Instead of watching
the characters simply punch bad guys,
they are changing the structure of
the room and of reality itself. They’re
also creating weapons made of magic
energy that can morph and change
during the fight.
The fight scenes are also some of
the highlights of the film’s comedic

chops, leading to some hilarious
scenes that brink on being cartoonish.
These impressive elements are
accompanied by interesting characters and concepts ripe for exploration. What sells the characters most
are the actors -- Benedict Cumberbatch and Tilda Swinton steal the
show as Strange and The Ancient
One, respectively.
The one drawback is the villain in the film. The premise of the
antagonist is his plot to bring a cosmic
terror to Earth, which is consequently
more interesting than the villainous
character himself, who only looks
menacing and spouts tired “evil” lines
at the heroes.
The pacing also moves too
quickly for its own good. There isn’t
enough time to really identify with
the characters on an intimate level.
The final moments also feel rushed,
with sloppy crumb trails to leave
room for a sequel.
Despite its shortcomings, “Doctor
Strange” is one of the most visually
imaginative films to come out of Hollywood in years.
The film is full of inventive and
funny actions scenes, great actors and
infinite possibilities for sequels and
cameos in the other Marvel films. See
this on the big screen and prepare to
have a great time.

Rating:
Perfect if you’re a Marvel
fan, effects aficionado
or in an altered state of
mind.
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GEORGIA GEEN
Contributing Writer
“Cuba” features the work of four Richmond-based
photographers and will accent the walls of Padow’s Deli
on E. Main until Nov. 26.
Ann Fulcher, Fred Morton, Joe Ring and Lynda
Richardson compiled photos taken on numerous trips
to the island nation; the exhibit features much of what
is classically considered “Cuban,” from the meticulously maintained vintage cars to active street scenes.
“It was one of the richest, if not the richest, photographic environments I have ever seen,” Fulcher said. “It
was absolutely incredible because everything there is a
potential photographic event.”

It was one of
the richest, if
not the richest,
photographic
environments I have
ever seen.
Fred Morton

Fulcher, whose trip took place in January with
National Geographic, said he was most engaged by the
local people’s willingness to be photographed.
“The people here in the United States, they don’t
want their faces shown,” Fulcher said. “There, they were
very eager to be photographed and they wanted to be a
part of what you were doing.”
Morton, whose work is a medley of photos from the
two trips he’s taken to Cuba, emphasized the high level of
photographic opportunities he encountered while traveling. He said there was a particular feeling from the people
that he tried to capture in his work.
“I fell in love with the faces of Cuba,” Morton said.
“Particularly the older men and women, there’s a sense
of depth and emotion when you don’t speak the language that’s still communicated through expression.”
Morton said in a lot of his best pictures the people
aren’t smiling, but you can see the joy in their faces.
“It’s more of a something deeper and I can’t quite
find the words to describe it,” Morton said.
While the photographers said many subjects welcomed their work, a few interactions briefly halted the

process. For example, Ring cited a particular interaction with a guard as his group was exiting the ferry .
“I brought the camera up and photographed him. He
immediately became somewhat agitated,” Ring said. “I
got the shot, but you could tell that anyone in uniform
did not want anything to do with the photograph.”
Although the U.S.-imposed travel ban has been
lifted, Americans still face restrictions due to U.S.
policy when traveling to Cuba. Ring said his exhibition
almost fell through entirely due to a technicality.
“Our entire itinerary started domino-ing,” Ring
said. “This got cancelled — that got cancelled, until
they fixed it,” Ring said.
Cuban-American photographer Juan Carlos Ocana
explained Americans must select one of 12 categories as
their reason for travel and produce an itinerary. “Tourism” has not been deemed a valid reason for travel.
“To Cubans, everyone’s a tourist,” Ocana said, explaining any visitor to the country creates more sources
of business, and therefore income, for Cubans.
Ocana, whose statements were translated from Spanish to English, helps facilitate and design photography
workshops in Cuba, in addition to other recreational
activities like hiking and mountain-climbing.
“I know Cuba, I know the population, from the
people in the countryside to the city,” Ocana said.
“So it’s very easy to design programs and make suggestions to businesses like these for this type of trip.”
Ocana served in this role on one of the exhibitions
Morton participated in.
“On the trips, being from Cuba and knowing the
places I also function as a guide,” Ocana said. “As I’m
a photographer, obviously I talk about how to take advantage of the environment from a photographic point
of view.”
Ocana said trips like these contribute significantly
to Cuba’s economy.
“Undoubtedly tourism, the higher number of trips
allows those people (workers) to have more economic opportunities,” Ocana said.
Dance, which is central to Cuban culture, was one of
many focal points for the photographers.
“We visited an Afro-Cuban dance group. They were
incredibly talented dancers,” Fulcher said. “However, their
studio was a dilapidated building that only had a partial
roof, so before they could start their dance practice, the
dancers had to sweep the water out of the studio floor.”
The experience of nightlife and Afro-Cuban dance
was one Morton said he wishes he could have further
captured.
“As a street photographer, (you) could stand on the
same street all day for four days in a row and it’s going to
be different all the time,” Morton said. “Then you have
this richness of change and opportunity and texture and
color and emotion that’s right there.”

PHOTOS BY ERIN EDGERTON

Richmond artists, deli exhibit Cuban culture

Padow’s Deli is located at 1009 E. Main St. The four Richmond-based photographer’s
work documenting Cuban life will be on display until Nov. 26.

Fùnsho stresses honesty in R&B

GALLERY5 PRESENTS:
PHOTO COURTESY OF Fùnsho

WASTEDLAND 2
“Sounds Have Emotions” dropped in Sept. 2016.
MUKTARU JALLOH
Staff Writer

SARAH KING
Executive Editor

PHOTO BY JULIE TRIPP

Detroit filmmaker Andrew Shirley debuted his traveling exhibit, Wastedland 2, at Gallery5 on this month’s
First Friday.
The exhibit morphed the historic firehouse, museum
and gallery into a post-apocalyptic graffiti and sculpture
installation with props from Shirley’s latest film.
Shirley’s work has been screened at more than 300
festivals around the globe, and his multi-faceted work
has featured in PS 1, the Museum of Sex, McDonald’s
International and Vogue.
His latest film screened at the opening last Friday in
Richmond.
Wastedland 2 follows Wolftits, Cranky Cat and
Amoeba — the spirit animals of three graffiti artists —
who are the only remaining entities after the apocalypse.
The trio roam the “Wastedland” searching for alcohol
and drugs, blank canvases and the meaning behind the
work left behind by “UFO.” Homelessness is a central
theme throughout the film.
The spirit animal characters and costumes of the
three graffiti artists were created by their real-life
counterparts. Wolftits is a street artist who is recognized
in cities up and down the east coast by his pink multibreasted wolf. In the film the artist wears a wolf mask.
Cranky Cat is New York graffiti artist Smells, and
North Carolina artist Adam Void “Avoid” is Amoeba
in the film. Smells is considered a big influence in the
Brooklyn street art scene.
“UFO” is New York graffiti and sculpture artist UFO
907 who is recognized by his UFO-themed art across
the last two decades.
Shirley, who released the original Wastedland in
2008, said the sequel was more of autobiographical,
existential exploration.

Wastedland2 is open to the public at Gallery5 on Thursdays and Saturdays from 11 a.m. until 5 p.m. through Nov. 26.

R&B singer and Maryland
native Fùnsho recently dropped
his politically-charged new
single “Preezy.”
Released a day after the second presidential debate, the song
speaks to the world’s political and
societal frustrations.
Fùnsho said he looks to carve
out his own lane as an R&B
singer during a time where the
D.C. area music scene is filled
rappers, most notably Wale, Shy
Glizzy and Jay IDK.
“I feel like there’s a shortage of
R&B in the DMV,” Fùnsho said.
“There’s a lot of trap rappers that
has dominated the music scene.
I think the scene is becoming a
lot more robust. I definitely see
myself apart of that.”
Born in Nigeria, the singer
found his musical talents at an early age. He began as a visual artist,
but soon became more interested
in music. Fùnsho said he began
taking his music career seriously
after auditioning for American
Idol twice.
“Seeing that whole process
of the auditions, it inspired
me to want to control my own
musical journey,” Fùnsho said.
“I think it’s kind of shaped how
I go about my music.”
Fùnsho said he looks to reach
his fans personally through making relatable and honest music.
His latest project, “Sounds
Have Emotions” dropped in
September. Like his latest track,
“Preezy,” the album touches on
this election cycle, college debt,
marijuana legalization and life as
a millennial in 2016.

The project was inspired by his
own experiences with relationships.
“Each song is like a different
feeling,” Fùnsho said. “It has a
very electronic sound to it. Very
honest in its lyrics.”
The singer said he is inspired
by Michael Jackson, Prince and
Erykah Badu, and he believes
in taking control of his career
and music by doing his own
writing and composing.
“A lot of times people wait for
an opportunity,” Fùnsho said. “If
you want to be a musician you’ve
just go to start pursuing it.”
Fùnsho said he hopes his music continues to resonate with his
fans and more people to come.
“My music is honest,” Fùnsho
said. “A reflection of not only
my reality but the world’s reality.
I try to be authentic and true
to myself as possible and try to
deliver that though sound.”
Additionally, Fùnsho said he
hopes to hold a unique place in
the music industry by not riding
the waves of current artists.
“I try not to box myself in as
a writer,” Fùnsho said. “When
I write music I try not to follow
trends and think outside of the
box. ”
As the year ends, Fùnsho
said he wants to collaborate with
other artists and become more
immersed in various music scenes
around the country and world.

Listen to “Preezy” at
https://soundcloud.
com/funsho/prezzy
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Valet opens Lylas and proposals for future exhibitions

VALET is an local artist-run gallery space located at 509 E. Franklin that allows artists full control of their exhibitions.
JESSE ADCOCK
Spectrum Editor
Artist-run arts space VALET opened LYLAS
on Nov. 3, an exhibition by VALET organizing
committee member Isabel Lee and VCUarts student
Helen Westergren.
VALET, as an arts space running out of an old
barbershop at 509 E. Franklin, was established to
encourage and allow emerging artists to flourish
in a community engaged with experimental and
challenging practices, according to the VALET
mission statement.
One of the near 20-member organization team
running VALET, Lee said she and Westergren put
on the art show to explore how asserting personal
dominance through how one is presented is a means
towards self-actualization.

“We are in solidarity with RVA predecessors and
forthcoming organizers prioritizing safer spaces, of
which we don’t see secured and publicly announced
by traditional creative spaces,” stated VALET
organizing committee member and VCUarts student
Aki Vander Laan.
According to Laan, VALET encourages all
creative individuals working in any media from
sculpture, video, performance, sound, writing,
installation, community events, workshops,
curatorial, drawing, and photography to submit
proposals to feature work at VALET.
Valet was first rented in May 2015 by VCUarts
alum Ben Copolillo for a sculpture exhibit, said
founding member and VCU English alum Gabriel
Boudali. Following that, Copolillo, Boudali, and
VCU Sculpture student Sam Morgan signed a sixmonth lease from February 2016. From then on,

Boudali said the space has functioned as an openaccess artist-run space that allowed artists to take
full control of their events.
Boudali said the space now functions off of a
cooperative lease model, where each of the near
20-member-committee pays rent each month.
“My membership in VALET was influenced by
my personal history seeking for belongingness in
an arts community,” Laan stated. “As an artist who
is a POC, nonbinary and queer, I fought for my
visibility and validity for my work which is selfreferential to my identity.”
Laan said in their experience, they’ve had to
find their own academic and artistic resources
outside of their curriculum as a POC seeking
representation within the arts.
“We have a commitment to display work from
underrepresented groups and artists,” Laan stated.

Laan said that to allow a quick turn-over schedule,
VALET encourages 1 to ten-day exhibition proposals
to increase the number of artists who can access the
space. In event of a proposal conflict, Laan said the
VALET committee is available to provide mitigate and
provide feedback.
“We’re all really excited that we will have agency,”
Lee said. “We won’t have to rely on VCU or galleries.”
According to Lee, the organization hopes to improve
and maintain the space through Kickstarters and grants.
VALET will feature a consent workshop on Nov. 16
from 4 p.m. to 7 p.m. to discuss how it’s important, how
to become comfortable in intimate situations and how
to designate space in intimate relationships for consent.
To find out more about featuring art or performing
at VALET, send a proposal to valetgallery@gmail.com.
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Quote of the week
“In the remnants of what has transpired over the last couple
days, Richmond has to do better. Our city is small, but what
it lacks in size it certainly makes up for with the incomparable
amount of culture that sits idle within the city.”
—Shaun Jackson

Abortion is not genocide
VCU’s compass swarmed with
students both intrigued and utterly
disgusted by The Center for Bioethical Reform’s (CBR) graphic and
highly controversial display promoting pro-life ideology on Monday.
The “Genocide Awareness
Project” featured particularly gory
photographs of bloody, dismembered fetuses in an attempt to
compare abortion to genocide and
honor killings in other countries.
“When people see arms and
legs and fingers and toes and these
arms have been pulled off human
bodies, they’re easily recognizable
as human beings,” said Fletcher
Armstrong, the Southeast Region
Director of CBR.
Armstrong said he considered the
photographs to be a vital aspect of
the display and necessary for properly educating the public on the reality
of abortion. Armstrong referred to
the compass as a “public space” and
said the university granted the CBR
permission to congregate there.
But for many students on Monday, concerns were not focused on
acknowledging the CBR’s right to
free speech and assembly, but on
the university’s failure to warn students about the disturbing imagery
before the display was resurrected.
VCU senior Caitlin Ellmore
said the university was not at fault
for allowing the CBR on campus,
but rather for neglecting to inform
students of potentially “triggering”
images.
“No one should be subjected
to see this unless they want to,”
Ellmore said after throwing herself
into the middle of controversy when
she volunteered with Planned Parenthood to protest the display.
And Ellmore is right.
The CBR fully possessed the
right to assemble, but the mental

health of VCU’s student population
was placed on the backburner when
the university failed to notify students of the organization’s presence
on campus beforehand.
Boasting massive, graphic images
tied to tall metal poles in order to be
seen from a distance, the display was
practically unavoidable.
With more than 30,000 students enrolled at VCU, there’s a
strong likelihood at least one female
student who has experienced rape or
abortion was inadvertently subjected to the display while strolling
through campus. Exposure to the
display could have easily triggered

The display was
not only harmful to women on
campus...it was
disrespectful to
the communities
who endured actual genocides and
egregious human
rights violations.
such a student and forced her to
relive the traumatic events from her
past.
The university is admirable for
standing behind the First Amendment, but did not take the necessary
precautions to protect its students
from possible emotional harm. As a
community that perpetually prides
itself on its safe spaces and inclusivity, failure to provide students with a
trigger warning for CBR’s gruesome
photographs is unacceptable.
Many VCU students took to social media to state their outrage and

confusion as to how the organization
acquired authorization to assemble
in the compass.
The official VCU twitter account
replied to multiple angered students
and the Dean of Student Affairs
Reuban Rodriguez responded to
emails with statements reiterating
the school’s strong commitment to
the First Amendment.
The display was not only harmful
to women on campus who have had
to make the difficult, life-changing
choice for themselves and their families not to continue a pregnancy; it
was disrespectful to the communities
who endured actual genocides and
egregious human rights violations.
Making a decision about your
body is not in any way akin to a
group systematically and intentionally slaughtering entire families
and communities for the sake of
maintaining a cruel political power
structure or agenda.
Furthermore, the church-based
organization’s website boasts about a
number of lawsuits against “proaborts” or dissenters to include:
Indiana University, a middle school,
the Los Angeles School District and
County Sheriff’s Department, the
FBI and Ohio Law Enforcement.
The organization also brags about
preparing “major lawsuits” against
“pro-aborts” and “pro-aborts who
falsely accuse us of ‘photo fraud.’”
This is not only bizarre but reeks
of a scam for settlement money. The
textbook the CBR listed as “proof”
of the imagery presented in the
display is “The Developing Human:
Clinically Oriented Embryology,”
which has been heralded by organizations such as National Right to
Life News and LifeNews.com.
This is reinforced by the CBR’s
own website which automatically
plays a video of a fetus being pulled
out of a woman using a clamp, and
intentionally disregards women’s
option to discontinue a pregnancy

ILLUSTRATION BY GARETH BENTALL

ELEANOR FIALK
Opinion Editor

“Body Fascists”

using oral medication at clinics such
as Planned Parenthood.
Additionally, this is not a nation
of Christians. The First Amendment duelly protects organizations
such as the CBR and their right
to free speech, just as it does every
citizen’s right to religion and not be
subjected to the practices of any one
in particular.
At Indiana University — one of
the public institutions the CBR has
sued — the editorial board of the
student newspaper condemned thenGov. Mike Pence, now Republican presidential nominee Donald
Trump’s running mate, for signing
HEA 1337 into law.
The law criminalized the use of
fetal tissue in medical studies and
according to the editorial, IU researchers could face felony charges
for conducting such research. This
research is also known as “stem cell
research.”

This directly hinders scientific
progress. The June 2016 editorial
states IU researchers use fetal tissue
in efforts to find cures for autism,
Alzheimer’s and a number of other
conditions.
Furthermore, for the thousands
of VCU students who pay tuition to
attend the institution, some were just
as aggravated about the presence of
outside organizations when student
organizations have difficulty securing space in the Compass.
Vice President of Zeta Tau Alpha
sorority Marley Hodson found her
experience with VCU’s process for
acquiring approval to hold events
in the compass especially frustrating. After repeatedly being denied
approval for numerous philanthropy
events, Hodson said the organization was forced to hold the events
off-campus.
Hodson said she found the
regulations imposed on student

organizations requesting approval
to hold events to be unnecessarily
strict, especially when the university
is seemingly giving precedence to
outside organizations over VCU
student organizations raising money
for the community.
“Every single member of organizations here at VCU is paying tuition
and yet VCU favors outsiders, which
needs to change,” Hodson said.
“Students are working to benefit the
community and earn money for our
philanthropies and we shouldn’t have
to go off campus to do that.”
Maybe VCU didn’t provide a
warning because they weren’t aware
the CBR was bringing this kind of
imagery to campus, in which case
the approval process should ask
for more information from organizations regarding their plans for
display on campus.

SHAUN JACKSON
Staff Columnist

ILLUSTRATION BY SKYE ALI

Last weekend, Balliceaux employee and Style
Weekly contributor Chris Bopst posted a photo of
himself at the Main St. restaurant and bar venue at a
Halloween party wearing a poorly-constructed minstrel costume gauche with Blackface.
As the problems facing Black people and other disenfranchised groups in our country become increasingly more socially prevalent and discussed in a conscious
manner, how can someone like Bopst and a venue like
Balliceaux be completely unaware of the implications of
this costume choice?
We are quickly approaching 2017 and I am writing
an editorial about the hurtfulness of donning Blackface... of all things. This is testament to a fact anyone of
color knows: racism is far from over; it has only become
more covert.
I’m not surprised by Bopst’s actions so much as I am
completely revolted -- much like the hundreds of Richmond locals who took to Facebook and other social
media to let Balliceaux know exactly how they feel.
In response, the Balliceaux Facebook page posted
an apology and statement of resignation from Bopst.
“I am sorry for my actions and the unforgivable
harm I’ve caused,” Bopst said. “I betrayed myself,
my family, my friends, the hard-working people
and patrons of Balliceaux and humanity as a whole.
There is no excuse.”
Bopst also lost his position at Style Weekly, but
his actions were inherently suggestive to the nature
of racism as it exists in America today: silent, microaggressive and often viewed as “politically correct” (see:

All Live Matter).
If there is one thing I took away from watching the
events unfold on Facebook and watching people defend
Bopst’s actions, it is that people are horribly unaware of
the history of minstrel shows and Blackface.
In particular, perhpas, is the terribly insincere apology from the venue itself, which allowed Bopst to work
his shift that night.
“Due to dim lighting and a busy atmosphere
when Chris showed up late in the evening, the staff
had little interaction with him and were unaware of
the costume’s racist intent until published on Facebook,” Balliceaux stated on Facebook before reiterating he no longer worked at the establishment.
In the remnants of what has transpired in the last
week, all I have to say is Richmond must do better.
Our city is small, but what it lacks in size it certainly
makes up for in the incomparable amount of culture
that sits idle within the city. Richmond is vastly diverse
and clearly still struggling to overcome its gruesome
history. Its citizens should be conscious in reflecting the
River City’s past.
Don’t get me wrong, usually Richmond is a secure
place for people of color and other marginalized groups
to feel safe and live their lives how they see fit.
At the same time, Bopst and Balliceaux’s Blackface
debacle has garnered attention from other cities as far
as Tuscan, Arizona -- casually reminding everyone
Richmond is still the capital of the Confederacy.
This serves as a staunch reminder that perhaps
Richmond is not necessarily progressive as we believe
ourselves to be. As its proud inhabitants it is our moral
imperative to wash away the horrendous actions of the
past, and create a stepping stone to a better future.

Pipeline moves forward
despite potent protests
SRITEJA YEDHARA
Contributing Writer
In the past few weeks, we
have all heard increasingly more
about the Dakota Access Pipeline
(DAPL).
The DAPL Project is a nearly
$3.8 billion endeavor to transport
crude oil from North Dakota to
major cities.
The project is about 60 percent complete, according to the
Smithsonian Institute, but the fight
against the DAPL is only now
gaining national exposure.
Beginning in April 2016, small
groups protesting the project near
the Standing Rock Sioux Indian
Reservation, who claim the pipeline
will endanger their lives by harming their water supply, health and
cultural welfare.
Dave Archambault II, the
elected chairman of the Standing Rock Sioux Tribe, has aided
in filing a case against the federal
government which states the pipeline should have been thoroughly
discussed with the Standing Rock
Sioux Tribe to ensure their rights
and lands remain protected.
A major part of the fight against
the DAPL invokes the argument
the pipeline will compromise the
much of the Standing Rock Sioux
Tribe’s drinking water from the
Mississippi River, because the pipeline will run under the river.
CNN’s Madison Park reported
around 30 different environmental groups have written President
Obama regarding the environmen-

tal consequences of the pipeline.
As the protests have gained
numbers on site and increasing
presence on social media in the last
few months, Obama said he has
urged the halt of construction until
the Army Corps of Engineers can
re-assess the pipeline route.
This would create a new path
which bypasses the Standing Rock
Sioux land and water supply.
Obama has also stated it is the
duty of the Army Corps to work
with and respect the Native American community.
In September, the Smithsonian Institute reported the company
developing the DAPL, Energy
Transfer Partners, agreed to meet
with federal officials, but refused to
halt work on the pipeline.
As DAPL opposition grows on
the national circuit, more political
figures, including former Democratic presidential nominee Bernie
Sanders and Green party presidential nominee Jill Stein, have also
added their voices.
Stein has condemned the pipeline project throughout her campaign for the presidency.
Sanders wrote an open letter
to Obama asking him to “take a
bold stand against the DAPL.” He
also urged Democratic presidential
nominee Hillary Clinton to take a
stance against the project. Clinton
is yet to respond on the issue, but
states on her website she has a “vision for building a brighter future
for Native Americans.”
Someone with a vision to better this country for it’s original

ILLUSTRATION BY CARSON MCNAMARA

Blackface only masks the
new face of modern racism

inhabitants should strongly oppose
a project that works directly against
that vision.
Caught between her political allies and the promises she has made
during her campaign to the Native
American community, Clinton has
now opted to remain silent rather
than fight for the welfare of these
American people. Her silence on
this matter speaks volumes.
Clinton’s GOP counterpart in
this election, Donald Trump, has
also remained silent on the DAPL
project. According to NBC, Trump
has extensive financial ties to the
pipeline project.
Trump has invested anywhere
between $500,000 and $1 million
in Energy Transfer Partners, and
has received more than $100,000
in campaign contributions from the
company’s CEO.
We are not a country that values
silence when it is inconvenient.
Native American communities
have suffered time and time again
since this country’s inception. They
have endured generations of systematic oppression and bureaucratic
hurdles.
Anyone with a conscience, and a
platform, should be speaking out for
the people whose graves America
rose from. Those who hope to lead
the United States should be doing
everything in their power to stand
in solidarity with what is right.
No amount of politics or business can justify not supporting
the Standing Rock Sioux Tribe in
carrying the burden of righting this
wrong.
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