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If you want to confide in an adult, but aren’t 
sure you want to “report,” seek guidance 
from a confidential support service listed 
below.

Confidential support services:
Tammi Slovinsky, Sexual Assault and 
Domestic Violence Services Coordinator at 
(804) 828-2085

University Counseling Services, at Monroe 
Park (804) 828-6200, at MCV (804) 828-
3964
University Student Health at Monroe Park 
(804) 828-8828, at MCV (804) 828-9220

SARAH KING
Executive editor

VCU announced a new Title IX 
administrative structure, policy and 
student training module in conjunc-
tion with state law this month.

Effective July 1, Virginia law re-
quires academic transcripts indicate 
student suspension or dismissal due 
to a sexual violence offense, employ-
ees report any information about an 
act of sexual violence to the Title IX 
coordinator “as soon as practicable” 
and that campus law enforcement 
notify the Commonwealth’s attor-
ney of felony sexual assault investi-
gations within 48 hours.

“I remind you of new Virginia 
state laws that take effect today and 
are related to combating campus 
sexual violence at our Common-
wealth’s public universities, includ-
ing VCU,” read a July 1 email from 
the office of VCU president Michael 
Rao.

A subsequent July 10 email stated 
VCU’s “Office of Equity and Access 
Services,” is successor to the, now 
eradicated, “Office of Institutional 
Equity,” which housed the univer-
sity’s Title IX coordinator.

“I think it’s difficult to predict 
how the most recent changes will 
affect students,” said Laura Rug-
less, the university’s new Title IX 
coordinator and Director of Equity 
and Access Services.

The recent establishment of 
Rugless’ office is the second revision 
to VCU’s organizational placement 
of  the Title IX coordinator in two 
years. 

The new Title IX administrative 
structure also requires the Of-
fice of Equity and Access Services 
report directly to the Office of the 
President’s senior executive director 
Brian Shaw. Formerly, the Office 
of Institutional Equity reported to 
the vice president for Finance and 
Administration.

In addition, VCU launched a 
“new comprehensive policy regard-
ing Title IX,” earlier this month.

Rao announced the “Interim 
Policy on Sexual Misconduct/Vio-
lence and Sex/Gender Discrimina-
tion” in an Aug. 3 email.

Rao’s email also explained a 
mandatory online training module 
for all incoming students in addition 
to the interim policy.

“Not Anymore,” is an interactive, 
online education program, designed 
to prevent sexual assault, intimate 
partner violence and stalking. Rao’s 

email states the program was re-
viewed and selected by VCU faculty 
and students, including student 
survivors of violence.

“The program has been rated very 
favorably by our students, and stu-
dents around the country,” Rugless 
said of “Not Anymore.”

Returning students will be “en-
couraged” to complete an updated 
program, and faculty and staff train-
ing is in development, according to 
Rao’s Aug. 3 email.

VCU Police Chief John Venuti 
said that last year VCU also hosted 
a pilot training on trauma-informed 
sexual assault investigations for the 
National Center for Campus Safety.

“I am currently working on 
implementing a new program for 
VCU called ‘You Have Options,’” 
Venuti said. 

In regard to Virginia law requir-
ing campus PD report sexual assault 
investigations within 48 hours — 
Venuti’s department is way ahead of 
the curve.

“VCU Police has been notifying 
the Richmond Commonwealth’s 
Attorney’s Office about investiga-
tions of felony sexual assault since I 
became police chief in 2010,” Venuti 
said, who was appointed to the 
governor’s task force on combating 
campus sexual violence last year. 

Venuti said he asked the Com-
monwealth’s Attorney’s office to 
appoint a prosecutor specifically 
to handle VCU’s cases to increase 
consistency when working with 
survivors.

“This arrangement has been very 
beneficial for us and we are consis-
tently in contact with the CA’s office 
on investigations and to communi-
cate public outreach opportunities,” 
Venuti said.

In April 2014, president Rao 
signed an Office of Civil Rights 
Resolution Agreement, conclud-
ing federal review of VCU’s Title 
IX compliance in response to two 
separate complaints of mishandled 
cases.

The resolution agreement 
exempted VCU from the U.S. 
Department of Education’s May 
2014 list of schools under investiga-
tion for non-compliance with Title 
IX. The list included James Madison 
University, University of Virginia, 
the College of William & Mary and 
the University of Richmond.

At press time, University of 
Virginia and College of William & 
Mary are still listed.

KEY TERMS

Title IX: Title IX is federal law (Title IX, 20 U.S.C. § 1681) 
under the Education Amendments of 1972, which prohibits sex 
discrimination in any education program or activity receiving 
Federal dollars.

U.S. Department of Education’s Office for Civil Rights 
(OCR): The OCR enforces Title IX law by investigating and 
resolving complaints alleging sex discrimination. The OCR also 
conducts “compliance reviews,” to examine potential institu-
tional (ie: systemic, university) violations of Title IX compliance.

New online training module for incoming 
students, “Not Anymore”

New “Interim Policy on Sexual 
Misconduct/Violence & Sex/Gender 
Discrimination”

New Title IX coordinator and Director of 
the Office of Equity and Access Services 
(formerly Office of Institutional Equity): 
Laura Rugless

New Office of Equity and Access Services 
reports directly to the Office of the Presi-
dent (formerly, the Office of Institutional 
Equity reported to Finance and Administra-
tion).

FROM THE TOP

CONTACTS:

VCU Police 24/7 emergency line:
(804) 828-1234

VCU Police non-emergency line:
(804) 828-1196

VCU Police Cpl. Tricia Mozingo is the
department’s victim-witness coordinator. 
She can be reached from 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m., 
Monday through Friday, at (804) 828-6356

VCU’s Wellness Resource Center:
(804) 828-2085

The statewide hotline number for victims of 
domestic violence, sexual assault and stalk-
ing is (800) 838-8238

The Greater Richmond Regional Hotline for 
victims of Sexual Violence and Domestic 
Abuse is (804) 612-6126

TITLE IX TEAM
Title IX coordinator
Laura Walsh Rugless
Director of Equity and Access Services
(804) 828-6404
lrugless@vcu.edu

Deputy Title IX coordinator for investigations
Matthew Meneely
Senior civil rights investigator
(804) 827-8319
mmeneely@vcu.edu

Deputy Title IX coordinator for students
Reuban B. Rodriguez 
Associate vice provost and dean of student 
affairs 
(804) 828-8940
rbrodriguez@vcu.edu

Deputy Title IX coordinator for employees
Cathleen C. Burke 
Assistant vice president for human resources 
(804) 828-3248 
ccburke@vcu.edu

Each VCU Police patrol shift has an officer 
trained as a victim specialist to respond to 
sexual assault survivors; officers are also 
being trained in trauma-informed in-
vestigations. Emergency dispatchers have 
been trained to take a survivor-centered, 
trauma-informed approach to speak with 
survivors who call to report interpersonal 
violence.

VCU POLICE

IX
IMPORTANT DATES

Jan. 2014: White House Task Force to Protect Students from 
Sexual Assault

April 2014: Task force releases first report stating one in five 
women is sexually assaulted in college

May 2014: The U.S. Department of Education publishes a list of 
schools under federal review for Title IX non-compliance including: 
JMU, UVA, William & Mary and University of Richmond.
(To date, JMU and W&M are still listed.)

IMPORTANT DATES

Aug. 2014: Gov. McAuliffe issued 
Executive Order 25, establishing the 
Governor’s Task Force on Combating 
Campus Sexual Violence.

May 2015: Task force released its 
first recommendations report to the 
governor

EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 2015: 

1. Va. Code § 23-9.2:15 
requires responsible 
employees to report any 
information about an act of 
sexual violence to the Title 
IX coordinator

2. Va. Code § 23-9.2:15 
requires transcripts indicate 
with if a student has been 
suspended or dismissed 
due to an offense involving 
sexual violence, or voluntarily 
withdraws from the univer-
sity during an investigation of 
such an alleged offense.  

3. Va. Code § 23-234 requires 
notification to the Common-
wealth’s attorney of a law 
enforcement investigation 
of a felony sexual assault 
occurring on campus, in a 
non-campus building or prop-
erty, or on public property, 
within 48 hours of beginning 
an investigation.

VCU                                 

NATIONAL

STATE 

DOWN

(in accordance with new state laws):

WELCOME WEEK

Title IX is one of the education amend-
ments of 1972 (Title IX, 20 U.S.C. § 1681(a)) 
stating, “No person in the United States 
shall, on the basis of sex, be excluded from 
participation in, be denied benefits of, or 
be subjected to discrimination under any 
education program or activity receiving 
Federal financial assistance.”

WHAT IS TITLE IX?

SO WHAT?

VCU Police: Emergency (804) 828-1234;
Non-emergency (804) 828-1196
Title IX Coordinator: (see sidebar for appropriate 
Title IX coordinator contact)
Fill out the “Sexual Misconduct/Violence and Sex/
Gender Discrimination Incident Reporting” form: 
(http://tinyurl.com/petteld)
Talk to a VCU employee, but only if you want to 
invoke the university Title IX process
Under state law, employees are required to 
report information regarding sexual misconduct 
to the Title IX coordinator. Retaliation for reporting 
sexual misconduct is prohibited by VCU.

Sexual misconduct and violence is 
characterized as a form of sex 
discrimination, which is prohibited 
under federal Title IX law.

The Title IX team is not the same as law enforcement. 
Title IX falls under VCU’s Office of Equity and Access 
Services, and is a branch of the university institution. 
Title IX coordinators can launch internal investigations 
regarding student “sexual misconduct,” which may 
result in suspension or dismissal from VCU.

HOW DO I REPORT SEXUAL 
MISCONDUCT?

WHAT’S THE DIFFERENCE 
BETWEEN TITLE IX
AND LAW ENFORCEMENT?

SEE PAGES 4, 8 UPDATE: PAGE 2

Title IX coordinators can not formally 
press charges or prosecute an individu-
al within the Va. court system.

If you report an incident of sexual assault 
to the VCU PD, they will notify the Com-
monwealth’s Attorney (prosecutor) of the 
investigation within 48 hours.
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news
briefs VCU dining presents: iris cams

IN THIS SECTION: 
Shafer iris cams.
UCI interactive map. 
New BOV members.

MARGO MAIER
News editor

VCU installed iCAM 7100 
iris cameras in the dining hall last 
month, in what Director of Cam-
pus Service Stephen Barr says is 
an attempt to expedite student 
entry at times of high volume.

The cameras are produced by 
North Carolina company Col-
orID, who specializes in bio-
metric products. According to 
the ColorID website, the iCam 
7100 costs $2,995 a piece. RVA-
mag reported that an approximate 
$31,500 was spent in-total on the 
new technology.

“We thought it’d be a nice fea-
ture to get everyone through at 
peak times,” Barr said.

Barr suggested several advan-
tages to the system over the typi-
cal ID card entry, which will still 

remain with attendants as an op-
tion for those who do not wish to 
use the new technology. 

According to Barr, the scan-
ners’ use in a food service envi-
ronment is advantageous due to 
the lack of necessarily physical 
contact around food. The fewer 
students’ hands touch common 
surfaces, Barr reasoned, the 
less chance exists for bacteria to 
spread in the often crowded din-
ing hall. 

He also cited the ability to gain 
entry to the Schafer food court 
without a physical ID, which 
could prove helpful for students 
who lose their IDs on the week-
end while the card office is closed.

VCU isn’t the first Virginia 
school to use this technology, 
though. Last summer, George 
Mason University debuted iris 
scanners in their dining hall, 
which the school’s student-run 

news outlet, “Fourth Estate,” said 
cost $1,500 each.

According to the Georgia 
Southern University website, 
GSU implemented a biometric 
program in 2013, and as of last 
fall, has 1.2 million registered 
iris-users in the system.

Despite these positive attri-
butes, the general reaction to the 
new by VCU students on social 
media platforms such as Face-
book has been plaintively skep-
tical. With rumors flying about 
slashed Federal Aid dollars and 
reductions in grant money, some 
students quickly expressed criti-
cism of the university’s camera 
implementation.

“It seems to me to be a thinly 
veiled guise at extracting more 
money from students and their 
families,” said former VCU stu-
dent Eleanor Johnson.

Johnson said she was slated 

to graduate class of 2017, before 
leaving the university due to fi-
nancial difficulties. “How are kids 
without swipes left supposed to 
be eyeballed in by their friend?” 
Johnson asked.

MARGO MAIER
News editor

An interactive web platform 
now details all aspects of naviga-
tion during the UCI World Cham-
pionships cycling race will take 
place in Richmond the last week of 
September.

City officials and Richmond 
2015 board members unveiled 
Navigate.Richmond2015.com at 
a Transportation Briefing on Aug. 
5, to help community members and 
UCI World Championship attend-
ees better understand road closures 
and race routes in September.

The Championship is the pre-
mier international bike race tak-
ing place Sept. 19-27 in downtown 
Richmond and parts of Henrico 
County. More than four years of 
planning have gone into making 
the event a reality, and the antici-
pated spectator attendance is esti-
mated at 450,000 during the week 
of the race.

“The website is designed for this 
information to help people get to 

the event, and it is designed to help 
people get around the event,” said 
Richmond police captain William 
Smith. “We want to minimize the 
disruption to the normal popula-
tion as much as possible.”

City officials have been focused 
on planning for what Smith re-

ferred to as “Maximize Access, 
Minimize Impact.”

Smith said timing, course cross-
ings, and road closures are his top 
concerns, and he and the rest of 
the police force have navigation 

planned out as precisely as possible.
For VCU students, the race has 

already made a significant impact 
on the Fall semester, as the earlier 
start date of Aug. 19 accommodates 
the full-week closure of the Mon-
roe Park campus for the race.

MCV students will have vary-
ing closure schedules depending on 
their department, and should con-
sult their advisors individually. 

Race information meetings will 
be held more frequently in the 
coming weeks, according to vice 

president of Marketing and Busi-
ness Development for Richmond 
2015, Lee Kallman.

“We have a robust schedule for 
our transportation meeting over 
the next two weeks to answer any 
questions residents might have,” 
Kallman said. “And now that the 
website is live it should help address 
any concerns that our meeting in 
Richmond, Henrico and Hanover 
did not cover.”

Kallman added that these meet-
ing should offer area residents the 

opportunity to learn more about 
the easiest ways to enjoy the race, 
and still carry on their daily rou-
tines without difficulty. 

Although the last information 
meeting in Richmond City was 
held on VCU Freshman move-
in day, Aug. 13, Kallman pointed 
out that call center representatives 
for Richmond 2015 are trained on 
the website platform and should be 
able to address any concerns that 
the website does not cover as well 
as assist in navigation. 

Interactive website, map 
encourage “Know Before You Go”
to UCI World Championships
Visit Navigate.Richmond2015.com and Richmond2015.com for any and all 
information about the 2015 UCI World Championships. For VCU-specific 
information, visit richmond2015.vcu.edu.

The recently installed iCAM 
7100 iris scanners in Shafer 
dining hall cost approximately 
$2,995 each.

Construction workers at the intersection of Franklin and Harrison streets prepare campus for the 
UCI World Championship races in September.
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Lawsuit seeks return of Confederate 
flag at last capitol 

Supporters of a Confederate flag that 
was removed from the last outpost of the 
Confederacy want to see it returned.

A lawsuit was filed Friday in Danville 
by the Heritage Preservation Association 
and others. It claims the flag was removed 
illegally after a vote by the City Council.

The Aug. 6 vote limited the types of 
flags that could be flown on city-owned 
property. The Confederate flag was not 
included.

The flag had flown outside the Suther-
lin Mansion, which briefly served as the 
Confederate capitol after the fall of Rich-
mond in April 1865.

The flag has been removed from many 
public places in the South since the June 
massacre of nine African-Americans in 
Charleston, South Carolina. The man ac-
cused in the slayings had been depicted in 
photographs with the flag.

Brief by the Associated Press

Contentious special session on redis-
tricting ahead 

State lawmakers are set to return to 
the Capitol on Monday for what’s ex-
pected to be a contentious fight over con-
gressional redistricting and a Virginia 
Supreme Court appointment.

Republican leaders of the GOP-con-
trolled General Assembly plan to elect 
Rossie D. Alston Jr., effectively remov-
ing Democratic Gov. Terry McAuliffe’s 
newly appointed pick, Justice Jane Marum 
Roush.

Also Monday, lawmakers will begin 
the process of drawing new congressional 
maps. The GOP has indicated it will focus 
on redrawing parts of the 3rd Congressio-
nal District, which a federal panel found 
had been drawn illegally. McAuliffe said 
he wants new maps for all 11 of the state’s 
congressional districts.

If the General Assembly and McAu-
liffe can’t find a compromise, federal judg-
es may just impose their own boundaries, 
as they’ve done in other states.

Brief by the Associated Press

National Book Festival to feature 
more than 175 authors 

More than 175 authors, poets and il-
lustrators have signed on to participate in 
this year’s National Book Festival over 
Labor Day weekend.

The Library of Congress will host the 
free festival Sept. 5 at the Washington 
Convention Center from 10 a.m. to 10 
p.m.

Writers at the festival will include 
Apollo 11 astronaut Buzz Aldrin, news-
man Tom Brokaw, U.S. Poet Laureate 
Juan Felipe Herrera, historian David Mc-
Cullough, novelist David Baldacci and 
others. The festival will feature 18 pavil-
ions and programs.

This year’s festival celebrates the 
200th anniversary of the Library of Con-
gress acquiring Thomas Jefferson’s per-
sonal library in 1815. Those books formed 
the basis for building the world’s largest 
library.

The book festival was founded by for-
mer first lady Laura Bush and was held for 
years on the National Mall.

Brief by the Associated Press

NATIONAL

Two women harrassed by Minnesota 
AD Teague come forward

Two women who were sexually ha-
rassed by the University of Minnesota’s 
former athletic director Norwood Teague 
came forward Thursday, blaming Teague 
for details about their identities starting 
to spill out and calling his behavior to-
ward them “frightening and wrong.”

Erin Dady and Ann Aronson, both 
high-level administrators at the school, 
said in a statement issued by the university 
that they had intended to keep their iden-
tities confidential, but say Teague sent an 
email to colleagues about when the inci-
dent happened, making it easy for their 
identities to be discovered. Both women 
requested privacy after stepping forward.

Teague was accused of groping the 
women and making lewd and inappropri-
ate comments in text messages at an un-
specified event.

Brief by the Associated Press

Note: Teague was formerly the VCU ath-
letic director, before leaving for the same posi-
tion at Minnesota in 2012.

Agritourism growth sparks concerns 
over safety, liability 

As more farms open themselves up to 
visitors for apple picking, hay rides and 
some extra income, experts are advising 
owners to take steps to prevent accidents 
— be they small or fatal.

Farming is one of the more danger-
ous occupations in the U.S. mostly due 
to the machinery and equipment, accord-
ing the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention. But a growing interest in lo-
cal food has led to agritourism becoming 
a big business, with the number of U.S. 
farms reporting income from such activi-
ties rising 42 percent between 2007 and 
2012, according to the latest Census of 
Agriculture.

Adding urbanites, who may not be 
familiar with hazards such as irrigation 
ponds or farm equipment that could pique 
a child’s interest, can be a recipe for acci-
dents. So, experts say farmers have to pur-
chase the proper insurance, know where 
the hazards are and keep tourists away 
from those areas. Doing so can prevent 
injuries, lawsuits and notoriety and keep 
farms in business.

Brief by the Associated Press

Family to hold funeral for football 
player killed by officer

Friends will join the family for a fu-
neral for a black college football player 
shot fatally by a North Texas police officer 
answering a burglary call at a car dealer-
ship.

The funeral for 19-year-old Christian 
Taylor is scheduled for 2:30 p.m. Satur-
day at the Koinonia (koyn-oh-NEE’-uh) 
Christian Church in Arlington.

Taylor was unarmed when he was fa-
tally shot Aug. 7 by an Arlington police 
officer responding to an after-hours bur-
glary call. Security footage of the deal-
ership lot shows Taylor busting out a car 
windshield, then driving his vehicle into 
the showroom.

Taylor was fatally shot while inside 
the business.

The rookie police officer who shot the 
Angelo State University student was fired 
Tuesday.

Brief by the Associated Press

It seems to me 
to be a thinly 
veiled guise 
at extracting 

more money from 
students and their 
families (...) How are 
kids without swipes left 
supposed to be eyeballed 
in by their friend?” 

— ELEANOR JOHNSON

The website 
is designed to 
help people 
get around the 

event (...) We want to 
minimize the disruption to 
the normal population as 
much as possible.”

— WILLIAM SMITH
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MARCUS BLACKWELL
Staff writer

Gov. Terry McAuliffe appoint-
ed Ron McFarlane and Carol Sha-
piro to the 2015-16 VCU Board 
of Visitors, while choosing not to 
re-appoint the rector-elect and vice 
rector-elect to second terms.

McFarlane and Shapiro’s ap-
pointments went into effect July 1, 
a day after the expiration William 
A. Royall Jr. and Thomas Farrell 
II’s appointments expired on June 
30.

The Board announced on June 
16 that John A. Luke Jr. would 
serve as rector in light of McAu-
liffe’s decision not to re-appoint 
Royall to the Board, despite being 
rector-elect. The 2014-15 rector, 
William Ginther is still a board 
member.

Last February, VCU Public Af-
fairs published a media advisory 
headlined: “William A. Royall Jr. 
to serve as rector of VCU Board of 
Visitors.” Royall and Farrell were 
elected by the Board on May 8 to 
serve as rector and vice rector re-
spectively, but McAuliffe did not 
appoint them to a second term.

“The Virginia Commonwealth 
University Board of Visitors has 
elected William A.Royall Jr. to 
serve as rector for the 2015-16 aca-
demic year, effective July 1,” read 
the Feb. 12 press release. “Royall 
joined the VCU Board of Visitors 
in 2011 and has served as vice rec-
tor since 2013. He also chairs the 
Governance and Compensation 
Committee.”

Royall founded Royall & Com-
pany in 1983. The company pro-
vides direct marketing, student re-
cruiting and advancement services 
to universities across the country. 
He sold the company in December 
2014 for $850 million, and now 
serves as company chairman.

Royall is also a VCU alum and 
president of the Virginia Museum 
of Fine Arts’ board of trustees. 
He and his  wife, Pam, serve as 
co-chairs for VCU’s Institute for 
Contemporary Art fundraising 
campaign.

Robert D. Holsworth, Ph.D.

Jacquelyn E. Stone

John A. Luke Jr.

William M. Ginther

G. Richard Wagoner Jr.

Sudhakar V. Shenoy

John W. Snow

Alexander B. McMurtrie Jr.

Colette W. McEachin

Steve Worley

Teresa H. Carlson

Michael D. Fraizer

Phoebe P. Hall

Carol Shapiro, M.D. 

Ron McFarlane

New members
appointed to the BOV

/VCURecSports/recsportsvcu

vcurecsports.
tumblr.com/vcurecsports

/VCURecSports/vcu_recsports

CARY STREET GYM

group exercise classes
[every hour ]

sup yoga in the pool  
[6 –7 pm ] 

medic dodgeball 
[6 –8 pm ] 

t-shirt giveaway
[6 –9 pm ] 

climbing wall open
[6 –10 pm ] 

water volleyball 
[6 –9 pm ] 

water fitness class 
[7 – 8  pm ] 
personal fitness  
training info session 
[7 – 10 pm ] 

water polo 
[8 – 9 pm ] 
indoor soccer 
[8 pm – midnight ] 
  

CARY STREET FIELD
 
[ 6 – 9 pm ] 
 ongoing activities: 

~ sport club fair  
~ dunk tank
~ fitness obstacle course
~ corn hole 
~ Kan Jam
~ snow cones 
~ slackline 

group exercise class 
[ 6.30 – 7.30 pm ] 

bubble soccer 
[7.30 – 9.30 pm]

moonlight yoga 
[ 9.30 – 10 pm]

Rec Sports Open House  
August 19, 6 – 10 pm

more fun including giveaways and 
photos with the Insta–Rams! 

wp.vcu.edu/
recsports/

VCU RecSports
ios/android app 

ADVERTISEMENT

In 2012, the Royalls made a $5 
million donation to the project, ac-
cording to the ICA website.

Farrell, who the Board elected 
vice-rector but was also not re-ap-
pointed by the Governor, is chair-
man, president and CEO of Do-
minion.

What is the 

Board of Visitors?

The Board of Visitors is the governing body at each public, state institution of higher education. Board members are appointed by the Governor after being screened by the six-member Commission on Higher Education Board Appointments. The Commission’s members are also appointed by the governor.

The BOV is currently comprised of 16 voting 

members and three non-voting representatives. 

Board appointments are four-year-long tenures, 

although members may be re-appointed a 

second term. The three representatives are June 

Nicholson (faculty), Sania Marcoccia (staff) and 

Sameen Meshkin (student).
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MARCUS BLACKWELL
Staff writer

Marsha Rappley is a practicing 
pediatrician, cancer survivor, mother 
of two and now, the first woman to 
lead VCU’s health operations.

As of Aug. 15, Rappley is offi-
cially the CEO of the VCU Health 
System and vice president of VCU 
health sciences after an eight year 
stint as the Michigan State Univer-
sity dean for the College of Human 
Medicine. Her new base salary is set 
at  $800,000, as well as receiving 
other benefits such as an annual and 
long-range incentive plan from the 
University within her new position.

“The mission and the values of 
VCU are very much like those of 
MSU, leadership and service, sci-
ence and health care to improve 
people’s lives,” Rappley said. “This is 
truly a model that our country needs, 
and I am honored to help lead it.”

The VCU Board of Visitors and 
VCU Health System Board of Di-

rectors announced Rappley’s hire 
during a joint meeting in June. Rap-
pley’s predecessor, Sheldon Retchin, 
announced his departure from VCU 
to claim a new position at the Ohio 
State University’s Wexner Medical 
Center in February.

“I am very pleased that we have 
recruited such an inspirational, 
deeply experienced leader, clinician, 
and educator,” said VCU president 
Michael Rao. “(She) is prepared to 
join an exceptionally strong team at 
VCU to lead effectively amid health 
care industry challenges and to set 
the course for growing our research, 
education and clinical care missions.”

Prior to holding her Dean posi-
tion at MSU, she held many other 
positions within the university, such 
as the associate dean for academic 
affairs and the interim chair of the 
Development of Pediatrics and Hu-
man Development.

In Rappley’s last four years at 
MSU, the health operation program 
endowments grew by 80 percent.

Rappley’s new domain will in-
clude the physician practice plan, the 
Medicaid health plan, the schools 
of Medicine, Nursing, Pharmacy, 
Dentistry and Allied Health Profes-
sions and the Massey Cancer Center.

She will also be responsible for 

taking charge of VCU’s hospitals 
for outpatient clinics for children 
and adults, in addition to oversee-
ing a Medicaid health maintenance 
organization that has over 175,000 
members statewide.

Despite the challenges Rappley is 
set to encounter, VCU is confident 
that she will continue to improve the 
health program.

“She will be an ideal partner in 
advancing VCU and its academic 
medical center to national preemi-
nence,” Rao said.

4

First woman 
CEO of health 
begins tenure
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Marsha Rappley began at 
VCU on Aug. 15

ADVERTISEMENT

what’s happening
program details, rates, and locations at recsports.vcu.edu 

weekend backpacking 
[sat & sun, 9/12 –13]

beginner white  
water rafting weekend
[sat & sun, 9/12 –13]

adult swim lessons
session 1 [8/24 – 9/18] 
register  [8/19  –  8/24]

U.S master swim 
registration starts  
8/19  and is ongoing 
[class starts 8/24]

intramural registration
registration mon – fri 
at cary street gym   
[10 am  – 1 pm &  
  7 pm – midnight]
 
$25/team
— flag football (7) 
— outdoor soccer (8)  
— floor hockey (4) 
 
  $20/team
— cornhole tournament (2)
— KanJam tournament (2)

free agent meetings 
[tue, 8/25, 10 pm  
cary street gym]

ARC  lifeguard training  
certification course
[Sept. 4 – 6 & Sept. 11 –13] 
registration [8/19 – 9/3]

/VCURecSports/recsportsvcu

vcurecsports.
tumblr.com/vcurecsports

/VCURecSports/vcu_recsports

wp.vcu.edu/
recsports/

VCU RecSports
ios/android app 

ADVERTISEMENT

Parents load dolleys with boxes of food, clothes, water and school supplies outside of Rhoads 
and Brandt residence halls, during VCU’s largest freshman move-in day to date.

A parent helps an incoming student move her belonginsgs into GRC, a freshman residence hall, on “move-in” day, May 15. A new student poses outside Monroe Park, which featured 
games, music and t-shirt giveaways.

AUSTIN WALKER
Spectrum Editor

The VCU residence halls re-
opened their doors on Saturday, wel-
coming the largest incoming fresh-
man class in the university’s history.

Totaling a class size of 4,050 stu-
dents, the 750 freshman from the 
Richmond Metro Area were allowed 
to move in a day early, on Friday. The 
remaining 3,300 students became 
acclimated with their new homes on 
Saturday, shutting down streets sur-
rounding the Rhoads, Brandt and 
Johnson Hall dorms on Franklin and 
Laurel streets.

The incoming students are com-
prised of 51 percent minority stu-
dents, one-third are first generation 
college students and 90 percent are 
from Virginia, according to statistics 
released by the university on Aug. 13. 
This year, VCU will be enrolling an 
estimated total of 31,500 students.

During move in Saturday, there 
was heavy traffic congestion as par-
ents, students, volunteers, faculty 

and security moved throughout the 
area.

About halfway through the day, 
the fire alarm sounded in Rhoads 
residence hall, and hundreds of stu-
dents and parents had to evacuate the 
building.

Fellow students from VCU’s Ram 
Camp, as well as students who are 
part of the Resident Housing Asso-
ciation, helped families with luggage 
and organization.

There were also volunteers from 
different student organizations on 
campus that did their best to make 

the move-in process as smooth as 
possible for families and students.

“We had combined people who 
speak different languages translate 
for families just to make them feel 
welcome,” said Nivializ Ramos, a 
member of VCU’s Latino Student 
Association. “We’ve met a couple of 
parents who hardly spoke English 
and we showed them where every-
thing was.”

In Monroe Park, a DJ was blast-
ing music while students lined up for 
inflatable slides, games and t-shirt 
giveaways.

“It’s been lovely,” said Sarah 
Wootton, a freshman who moved 
into Johnson Hall on Saturday. 
“There’s been so many people to as-
sist me as well as offering things to 
make it fun. It’s just very well man-
aged.”

Wootton said that she didn’t feel 
like the process was frantic, and she 
was excited about the upcoming 
“Welcome Week” events starting 
Sunday.

Moving up:
Largest freshman class
in VCU history
makes their
entrance

PH
O

TO
S

 B
Y 

B
R

O
O

K
E 

M
A
R

S
H

That 
atmosphere 
was very 
friendly and 

hopeful. It really made 
the university seem like 
somewhere I wanted to 
be.

— SARAH WOOTTON
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DEVIN BETHEA
Contributing writer

The upcoming 2015-2016 
NCAA basketball season will bring 
added pressure to college basket-
ball. 

In June, the NCAA enforced 
new rules that will take effect this 
season. VCU’s first year head coach, 
Will Wade, sat down with Mike 
Litos and shared his thoughts on 
the NCAA and the new rules for 
the upcoming season. 

One of the new rules the NCAA 
is enforcing is a reduced shot clock. 
The shot clock will change from 35 
seconds to 30 seconds.

 “I think it will play into our 
hands,” Wade said. “I certainly 
think it helps that you don’t have to 
guard in the half court as long.”  

Last year the Rams ranked top-5 
in the nation for steals per game, 

total steals and turnover margin. 
Another rule change taking ef-

fect is the restricted arc, which will 
now move from three feet to four 
feet. The NCAA hopes this change 
will help limit collisions around the 
basket. 

“That’s part of the reason our 
motto has been to have some 
bigs down there- you have to 
have length. It’s going to make 
the blocked shot that much more 
important. It makes it important to 
come from the weak side and block 
shots,” Wade said. 

VCU is fortunate enough to 
have length and size on the court 
with 6’ 10” sophomore forward Mi-
chael Gilmore and 6’ 7” sophomore 
Justin Tillman. The main defen-
sive presence will be from junior 
forward Mo Alie-Cox who led the 
team in blocks last season and was 
second in rebounding. 

Teams will now have 
one fewer timeouts 
and officials will be 
able to review fouls 
and made field goals on 
shot clock violations. This 
rule change removes the 
ability for coaches to call 
timeouts when the ball is 
live and other intricates 
regarding the pace of the 
game. 

When Wade was asked 
if he feels the totality of the 
rule changes are a good thing 
for college basketball or not, he 
emphasized his team is just focused 
on playing ball and everything else 
will stay on course. 

“I think so,” Wade said. “ And 
the way I look at it, (the rules) aren’t 
changing. They’ve already been 
implemented and we need to adjust 
accordingly.” 

BRYANT DRAYTON
Sports Editor

The aroma of morning dew, 
the fresh white lines being drawn 
on a perfectly level playing field 
and the preparation for another 
football season come together 
and conveys one thing — August 
is here. 

For the past three years, 
Richmond and the Bon Secours 
Training Center has been the 
host site for the Washington 
Redskins training camp. This 
year, the Skins will conduct 

open practices from July 30 until 
August 16. 

The Redskins — being the 
cities closest NFL team — have 
given Richmonders the oppor-
tunity to welcome the sport of 
football into its domain. A sport 
that has been shy from the city is 
now present for two weeks out of 
the year. 

Superb athletes in the likes of 
Robert Griffin III and DeSean 
Jackson are fully disposed to the 
public to watch them in prepara-
tion for the 2015-16 NFL season. 
Richmond has not played host 

to any professional 
sporting team since 
the Squires occupied 
the Coliseum in the 
60’s and Julius (Dr. 
J) Erving graced his 
way to electrifying 
all 3,200 fans out of 
their seats with his 
innate gliding abil-
ity and seemingly 
perfect afro. 

To bring even 
more excitement to 
this estranged phe-
nomena, the Hous-
ton Texans joined 
the Redskins this 
year for joint-prac-
tices August 6-8. 

Very little practice prevailed, but 
instead an all out brawl broke-out 
that lasted longer than the Ronda 
Rousey fight in its entirety. 

Yes, J.J Watt was in Richmond 
ladies – your glasses did not 
deceive you. Last year, the super 
bowl champion New England 
Patriots took part in the joint-
practices. No fight occurred as 
the Patriots normally enjoy de-
flating, mundane practices – the 
punny jokes will never cease. 

The illustrious hits and glamor 
of a sport that has taken over the 
United States has blessed the city 
with its presence. 

Most big-time universities 
across the U.S have thriving foot-
ball programs and an even better 
student-body based support 
group. Saturday tailgates in the 
South are a tradition marred and 
accentuated by all who have the 
chance to witness the craziness of 
college football.  

For VCU, this sentiment is 
taboo. The absence of a foot-
ball presence on campus leaves 
the school to only bewilder the 
thought of its existence. The 
theory of ‘what if ’ plagues every 
student craving the sensation of 
experiencing and cheering their 
beloved Rams to victory on the 
gridiron. 

To the entire student bod-
ies’ avail, the sight of black and 
gold on a football uniform would 
be an atrocious sight anyways. 
The uniforms color way would 
resemble a mesh between the 
Pittsburg Steelers and the Waffle 
House emblem. 

Questions arise if a football 
team could work and blossom at 
VCU. Picturing the Rowdy Rams 
all stirred up from countless 
hours of tailgating prior to game 
time would be a scary site for any 
opposing team. The fan support 
at VCU is second to none when 

it comes to supporting a team 
through thick and thin. 

Ram fans from all across the 
country would express their sup-
port and show the same enthu-
siasm similar to the basketball 
team. The only unknown would 
be as to who the stadium would 
be named after considering it’s 
not like there was a famous player 
for VCU in the past. Can you 
imagine donors veracious attempt 
to get their names plastered on 
the stadium? Let’s hope the win-
ners name consists of fewer than 
four syllables. 

There is a better chance of 
the Wi-Fi actually working in 
Cabell before a football team 
is brought into the VCU com-
munity. Basketball has and will 
always have the precedence over 
the university. 

Football is an afterthought, 
although an amusing one, it will 
never come to play anytime soon. 
For now, students who are lucky 
enough to be in town can walk 
over and experience live-football-
contact in person. Just don’t 
expect much winning. 

Chalk Talk: Will Wade on the New NCAA Rules

Redskins in RVA: A glimpse of what could be

The Washington Redskins took part in Training 
Camp at the Bon Secours Training Facility July 
30-Aug. 16. This is the third year the Redskins 
have come to Richmond in preparation for the 
upcoming season. 

5Monday, August 17, 2015www.commonwealthtimes.org
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SOPHIA BELLETTI
Staff writer

VCU kicks off the season with 
an exhibition match at William 
and Mary Aug. 16. The season 
opener against Old Dominion is 
Aug. 21 at 7 p.m., which is the 
first of a five game home stretch 
at Sports Backers Stadium.

Head Coach Lindsey Martin 
lost five players to graduation 
for the 2014-15 season: senior 
midfielders Brianne Moore and 
Jackie Ernest, defender Casey 
Boyer and forwards Maren Jo-
hansen and Alex Gogolin. 

Nonetheless, Martin gained 
substantial young talent for the 
upcoming season. Joining the 
backfield is freshman Christina 
Balacco, Sidney Tison, Megan 
Enos, Tori Browne, Amanda 
Tredway, Stephanie Stahl and 
Brittany Beckwith. Audrey 
Sanderson and Ryan Jones join as 
keepers

Joining the midfielders are 
freshmen Maddi Santo, Margaret 
Boelman and Kristen Swope. 

On the offensive end, Kelly 
Graves, Julia Suarez and Nicole 
Malancone have all signed on to 
be forwards.

This season, Martin stacked 
her roster with healthy and will-
ing bodies, going from 22 players 

last year to 30 this season. 
“We could not be more excited 

to welcome these student-ath-
lete’s to our program,” said coach 
Martin. “We were able to secure 
players for all positions and it 
should give us more depth for the 
future.”

Another change the Rams 
made for the upcoming season 
was to the coaching staff.

Martin added Tyler Schatz 
as an assistant coach. Schatz 
returned to VCU where he was 
a graduate assistant here for two 
years. 

“We are thrilled to welcome 
Tyler back to our program. He 
was an asset for us the past two 
years as a graduate assistant and I 
have every confidence in him that 
he will succeed in our assistant 
role as well,” Martin said. “He is 
intelligent, organized, passion-
ate about the game and coaching 
and we are fortunate to have him 
back working with us.”

This past spring, Schatz was 
named an assistant at Bowling 
Green, where he coached pre-
dominantly the goalkeepers.

“I’m so excited to be rejoin-
ing the staff here at VCU. It 
honestly feels like a homecoming 
and I can’t wait to get back to 
work with Lindsey, Scott and the 
girls,” Schatz said.

The Rams face another tough 
schedule this season, but 14 
games will be played in Virginia, 
including the first five at Sports 
Backers Stadium.

“We are looking forward to 
the diverse schedule next year, 
competing against quality op-
ponents from the CAA, Confer-
ence USA, ACC, NEC Ivy and 
the Big South before we head 
into our ten game A10 schedule,” 
Martin said. “We have a total 
of 11 home games, five of which 
kick off the season, so we hope to 
use that to our advantage and rel-
ish playing in front of our home 

crowd.”
Last season, VCU’s women’s 

soccer team fell to the Dayton 
Flyers 3-0 in the semifinals of the 
Atlantic-10 tournament. In spite 
of an unfortunate ending to the 
Rams’ season, the girls managed 
to finish with a record of 10-5-5 
-the second time in seven seasons 
that VCU has reached double-
digit wins in a season. 

It was also the second time 
in three seasons that the Rams 
made it to the semifinals of its 
conference tournament.

Women’s
soccer

preview

VCU baseball’s 
all-star summer

In 4th Quarter Frenzy

FINISHING THE FACILITY:

Freshman forward Julia Suarez from Woodbridge, Virginia winds up to deliver a shot on goal in the preseason

Senior forward Kailyn Slade evades midfielder Margaret 
Boelman in preseason action.

Freshman forward Stephanie Stahl ousts senior forward Kailyn 
Slade during a preseason drill.

VCU Baseball
Summer

Performances
Honorable Mention

ZACH JOACHIM
Contributing writer

The VCU baseball team 
capped off its 2014-15 season 
with a historic march to the 
school’s first super-regional 
appearance. 

The Rams fell two victories 
short out of three against pe-
rennial powerhouse University 
of Miami at Coral Gables, off 
an unprecedented visit to the 
College World Series. VCU’s 
Cinderella run has many Ram 
fans excited for what is to come 
from this growing program, 
but some key contributors to 
the successes of last season’s 
team are not waiting until next 
spring to make further waves in 
the baseball landscape. 

Rising Junior Logan Farrar 
— who started all 65 games for 
the 2014-15 squad and record-
ed the final out of the Atlan-
tic-10 championship game with 
a stellar diving grab — was 
named to the Cal Ripken Col-
legiate League All-Star team 
this summer. 

The speedy center fielder 
turned heads in the first half of 
the summer season by post-
ing a .306 batting average for 
his club (Bethesda Big Train), 
while also swiping eight bags 
and showing the same exten-
sive range in the outfield he has 
built a reputation for with the 
Rams. 

In just two seasons at VCU, 
the Woodbridge native boasts 
an impressive .312 career bat-
ting average and was second 
on the team in hits last season 
with 82, all while starting 65 
games.   

Rising senior Cody Acker 
was also selected to his sum-
mer league all-star team after 
an eye-opening first half in 
which he hit .333 for the Dan-
bury Westerners of the New 
England Collegiate Baseball 
league. Acker, who drove in 
two of VCU’s three runs in 
their regional win over Dallas 
Baptist last season, has played 
in 137 games in his three years 
with the Rams while hitting 
.267 and scoring 66 runs. 

Hundreds of MLB scouts 
turned up to watch the respec-
tive all star games in which 
the two young Rams made 
an appearance. Farrar, who is 
expected to assume a leadership 
role for coach Shawn Stiffler’s 
2016 squad, has already drawn 
looks from a number of Major 
League teams and could specu-
latively earn a high draft choice 
upon graduation. 

Acker, who is entering his 
final season at VCU, has begun 
to build his own stock with an 
impressive late-spring surge 
and dominant summer. The 
outfielder now looks ahead to 
a promising senior season in 
which he hopes to become an 
everyday starter for the first 
time in his career. 

The Rams finished last 
season ranked 17th nationally, 
its second consecutive top 25 
finish. After the programs 
deepest ever postseason run 
and encouraging signs from 
future stars like Farrar and 
Acker, hopes for the 2015-16 
squad are certainly high on 
Broad street.

MARCUS BLACKWELL
Staff writer

VCU has invested $25 million 
into building a new state-of-the-

art practice facility for the men’s 
and women’s basketball teams.

Of the $25 million, $14.5 mil-
lion was raised in private dona-
tions — making the facility the 

largest private fundraising project 
in VCU athletics history. 

Construction began on June 2, 
2014, and since has made sub-
stantial progress as completion 

set for October draws near.
The building is set to be 

around 62,000 square feet, con-
taining practice courts and view-
ing decks for both the men’s and 
women’s basketball programs.

This summer, the focus of con-
struction has been on finishing 
up the exterior of the complex, 
while adding and installing new 
technologies to the inside.

The facility will also offer 
strength and conditioning rooms, 
a training and hydrotherapy 
room along with countless other 
departments accommodating the 
athlete’s development.

With the “Shaka Smart Era” 
at VCU ending, and the hiring of 
new head coach Will Wade, the 
recruiting process has increased 

in significance.
The new facility will cater to 

recruits and VCU is confident 
that the athletes will be fond of 
the technologies that track their 
progress. These additions argu-
ably place VCU with the Univer-
sity of Kentucky and Duke Uni-
versity who’ve had top practice 
facilities in the past years.

In a recent tour of the build-
ing, Tim Lampe, director of 
facilities, spoke on a few of the 
assets the facility will offer.

“The guys will be wearing 
chips that will measure their 
movements left and right, heart 
rate, perspiration rate and count-
less other data points,” Lampe 
said. “We’ll have seventy inch 
monitors for the coaches, so of 
course they won’t over or under 
train the athletes.”

Lampe also stated that there 
will be a command center in 
the theatre, so while the cam-
eras capture the data within the 
gym, the coaching staff will be 
able to watch and code during 
practice, while having the ability 
to instantly show the team how 
they performed throughout the 
practices and workouts.

Lampe called the facility the 
perfect development center for 
basketball players. The construc-
tion team said that the advance-
ments that this facility has mad 
have put VCU at the top of the 
list in regards to collegiate ath-
letic facilities.

The new facility is not just 
beneficial for the basketball pro-
gram, but it opens up space for 
the other athletic programs such 
as track and field to train in the 
other buildings, allowing more 
freedom in their workouts. 

The practice facility brings 
a main attraction to the VCU 
basketball program that many 
recruits will love to be a part 
of, according to Lampe and his 
team. Lampe said the facility will 
bring a new and fresh addition to 
the basketball program, improv-
ing the training techniques that 
the coaching and training staff 
will utilize to push the teams 
forward.

Over the next two months the 
construction team will work on 
finish the painting and padding 
of walls while adding finishing 
touches to the flooring.

VCU Practice Facility is primed for October’s expected opening date.

Rising senior
Alex Gransback

(Great Lakes-Grand Lake)

 Batting .289 average

Rising sophomore
Brett Hilean

(AAABA - Wise Trailers)

 Batting .489 average
 12 RBI in 15 games

Rising senior
Jimmy Kerrigan

(Coastal Plain - Peninsula)

 Batting .328 average
 4 HR
 25 RBI in 37 games
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FAST FACTS:

We’ll have 
seventy inch 
monitors for the 
coaches, so of 

course they won’t over or 
under train the athletes.

— TIM LAMPE
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720 W GRACE ST
OPEN SUPER LATE
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BOOKS @BOOKHOLDERS

*savings based on 2014 book price comparison vs the campus bookstore. subject to errors.

LAST YEAR VCU STUDENTS SAVED OVER $216,000
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On this day in 1998: President Bill 
Clinton admited on tape to an “improper” 
physical relationship with White House 
intern Monica Lewinsky.

welcome!
16

Fun Run/Walk with Zoë Romano

9-10 a.m. 

This year’s convocation speaker, a 
professional runner, will be getting 
active alongside students and run-
ning from the Wellness Resource 
Center and eventually ending with 
a tour of the VCU Rec Sports facili-
ties. Only 60 students are able to 
attend, but you’re able to register 
in advance by calling The Well at 
(804) 828-9355.

16-18
Love ‘n’ Liquor

11 a.m. - 12 p.m., 1-2 p.m., 3-4 p.m.

A returning event from last Wel-
come Week, Love ‘n’ Liquor aims 
at giving new students a comical 
but honest warning about the pos-
sibilities in the college party scene. 
All of the performances can be 
seen in the Harris Hall Auditorium 
opposite of the Student Commons.

Summer Reading Discussion 
Groups

First year students coming to the 
university read The Secret History 
of Wonder Woman by Jill Lepore 
for their Summer reading. As a 
recap, they’ll be placed into dis-
cussion groups so they can share 
thoughts and ideas on the book. 
Their groups will be selected by 
their Residence Assistants, and the 
times can be found on the Wel-
come Week website.

17
Guante

5-8 p.m.

Returning again for Welcome 
Week, nationally renowned hip 
hop artist Guante will be in the 
Commons Theatre performing 
and speaking on topics revolving 
around social justice and educa-
tion. Guante has done work with 
artists including Brother Ali, Dead 
Prez, and Sage Francis.

spectrum

Every year, between the arrival of students and 
classes starting, VCU hosts a number of events 
during Welcome Week to try and acclimate the new 
students and refresh the returning ones.
The tradition of the free semester of tuition at SOVO 
Fair is being continued, hundreds of events for stu-
dents will be held around campus, and the speaker 

at New Student Convocation will be Zoë Romano, a 
record-setting runner raising awareness for the World 
Pediatric Project.
Here’s an overview of some of the more notable 
events that are free to attend for VCU faculty and 
students.

AUSTIN WALKER
Spectrum Editor

VCU Preparing for waves of students on Welcome Week

Into the Streets Service Plunge

8 a.m. - 1 p.m.

An annual event where local stu-
dents volunteer at local nonprofit 
organizations ranging from en-
vironmental to social issues. To 
sign up for the event go to vcu.
collegiatelink.net and use your VCU 
ID. Everyone who shows up gets a 
free gift and their lunch is paid for.

18

Bike Tour of Richmond

3 p.m.

This first come first served event 
will allow new students to get a lay 
of the land on two tires. Instructors 
will take them to some of the most 
prominent historic sites and shop-
ping centers in Richmond. Bike and 
helmet rentals are absolutely free, 
just show up early to the Out-
door Adventure Program building 
(across the street from the entrance 
to the Cary Street Gym).

Open Mic Night

6:30 - 8:30 p.m.

The Office of Multicultural Stu-
dent Affairs will be holding a live 
show featuring students from all 
over campus. Come to the Com-
monwealth Ballroom to experience 
and show off live music, stand-up 
and sketch comedy, and spoken 
word. VCU’s Spoken Word team, 
Good Clear Sound (who places in 
last years international poetry slam 
competition) will be featured dur-
ing the performances.

New Student Convocation 

5 - 6 p.m.

The grand celebration for incom-
ing students at the Siegel Center, 
with mandatory attendance by all 
the freshmen. Expect free t-shirts 
and performances by some of 

VCU’s best performers including 
the Peppas and the Gold Rush. Zoë 
Romano will be speaking, and stu-
dents will be marched out for the 
Ram Spirit Walk down broad into 
Monroe Park.

Welcome Week Block Party 

6 - 7:30 p.m.

Immediately following the Spirit 
Walk from the Siegel Center, VCU 
is hosting a massive block party 
taking up all of Monroe Park. Live 
music, free food, and free gift bags 
for every student who comes to 
the event. Remember to bring your 
VCU ID or you’ll be denied a meal 
at the park.

19
Rec Sports Night 

6 - 10 p.m.

New students get a taste of all 
the VCU Rec Sports has to offer 
at the Cary Street Gym and Cary 
Street Field. Some of 
the activities include 
access to the rock 
wall, paddle boarding, 
yoga, water volley-
ball, slacklining, and 
obstacle course and 
more.

21
SOVO Fair 

3 - 6 p.m.

One of the largest 
events of Welcome 
Week, the Student 
Organization and 
Volunteer Opportuni-
ties Fair showcases 
hundreds of student 
orgs and activities 
that incoming fresh-
man can participate 
in. Communities from 
all around Richmond 
come to the fair to 
raise awareness for 
their cause, recruit 
new volunteers, and 
bring on team mem-

bers for their teams and groups. 
All of the tickets collected 
throughout Welcome Week are 
entered into a drawing at the 
fair and prizes are handed out at 
the end of the event.

22
Food-Truck-A-Palooza 

1 - 4 p.m.

On Floyd Avenue in front of the 
Student Commons, food trucks 
from all around Richmond and 
the surrounding cities take to 
the street to serve a diverse 
menu of snacks and meals. All 
students can pick up a five dol-
lar voucher that can be used at 
any of the trucks.

august
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HECTOR MIRANDA-CASTRO 
Staff Writer

South Park characters, explod-
ing heads and spray paint are just 
a few of the new additions mark-
ing the conclusion of last month’s 
fourth annual Richmond Mural 
Project.

Twelve muralists from different 
continents completed more than 
20 murals throughout Richmond 
from July 13-24. At the end of last 
month, the project had successfully 
finished 60 murals in four years.

“(The Richmond Mural Project) 
is building a culture,” said Acks-
hun Jackson, the manager of 
Southeast D.C.’s “Blind Whino” 
art gallery, and one of the event 
organizers.

Jackson’s Blind Whino gallery 
is an affiliate of the Richmond 
Mural Project’s official project 
organizer — Art Whino — which 
is another D.C. based art gallery. 
The Art Whino gallery has more 
than 1,200 artists in its arsenal of 
connections, and hopes to provide 
Richmond with a dynamic new 
aesthetic by painting 100 murals in 

just five years.
“When you have several murals 

going up in the span of two weeks 
and you have all these world 
famous people in one place, you’re 
creating an atmosphere and then 
a culture. (...) People all over the 
world are going to be talking about 
Richmond, Virginia,” Jackson said.

Richmond local and VCU film 
alumni, Nils Westergard, painted 
two pieces in this year’s mural 
project. He explained that the 
painting process has not neces-
sarily been easy for the artists and 
project organizers.

“(Art Whino) is working uphill 
against the vibe in Richmond,” 
Westergard said. “It’s really dif-
ficult, and the (residence/business) 
owners here are very entitled. They 
kind of treat everything like its 
commission, like they get their 
own personal piece and it’s just not 
the way this works.”

According to Westergard, the 
red tape issues and attitude of 
commercial and residential owners 
has impacted the designs of not 
only his pieces, but of other artists 
too.

Westergard said another mural-
ist, Evoca1, had designed two 
infants with a pile of Rottweilers, 
but people said it was too dark or 
violent. Last month, RVAmag re-
ported that a local business owner 
called muralist Taylor White’s 
piece on Belmont Avenue, “de-
monic.”

“I have a giant naked woman 
behind 821 and no one’s said any-
thing about that,” Westergard said.

Regardless of these roadblocks 
the organizers and artists have to 
navigate in order to paint the walls 
in Richmond, their efforts are not 
ignored by local residents.

“This wall used to blank, (...) 
nothing special,” said Richmond 
resident Sal Ensler, as he gazed 
upwards at Berlin-based artist 
James Bullough’s mural, “Float,” 
on the corner of Lombardy and 
Broad street.

“Now there’s this giant painting 
that I can’t help but stare at on my 
way to the bus stop,” Ensler said 
about Bullough’s finished piece. 
“And if I still stare at it pretty 
much every day, then I know there 
will be some folks who come in 

September for the bike races who 
will just be amazed.”

According to Westergard, 
Bullough’s original design was 
denied after the psychiatry office 
in that building said it looked like 
the girl was falling to her death.

Overall, Westergard said 
he finds it much easier to paint 
abroad, and that is what makes the 
effort by Art Whino even more 
admirable. 

“The city supports it, but they 
could make it easier for us. There 

are a lot of murals here now but 
they didn’t come easy” Westergard 
concluded.

Some of this year’s artists 
hailed from Hong Kong, Singa-
pore, London, Berlin, Japan and 
Switzerland.

AUSTIN WALKER
Spectrum Editor

CampusWise, a new text-
book service, offers VCU stu-
dents a new method for getting 
their school supplies for cheap 
this semester.

Textbook prices have 
risen 800 percent in the last 
30 years, and the U.S. alone 
generates an annual revenue 
of $14 billion in the industry, 
according to the U.S. Bureau 
of Labor Statistics.

“I always thought it was 
kind of exaggerated but it 
turns out it’s not. Textbooks 
are very, very expensive,” said 
Emily Himes, an incoming 
VCU freshman. “You can have 
three textbooks to a single 
class that are a hundred dollars 
each and you don’t realize how 
quickly that adds up.”

Around the VCU Campus 
are three notable textbook 
services: Barnes & Noble, 
BookHolders, and Virginia 
Book Company. Then there are 
online services like Amazon, 
Textbooks.com and Chegg.

These companies profit 
by purchasing textbooks at a 
drastically lower price and then 
selling them at market value. 
In contrast, CampusWise 
charges a flat 10 percent fee 
and the students decide what 
price they’ll sell the textbook 
for when they are connected to 
other students and the transac-
tion takes place in person.

“I was in the same struggle 
as everyone else of buying 
textbooks at the bookstore 
for way too much money and 
hardly using them,” said Max 
Hall, who is a student at Old 
Dominion University and a co-
founder of CampusWise. “Then 
going back to the same book-
store at the end of the semester 
and trying to sell them back 
and hardly getting anything.”

The launch of the Campus-
Wise service was initially met 
with some weariness.

“Students are so used to 
having spam sent their way 
that their automatic reaction 
towards new and innovative 
textbook services is not always 
easy to trust,” Hall said.

Some students say they pre-
fer the convenience and safety 
of having books delivered or 
picking them up at the book-
store without having to pay 
CampusWise’s delivery fee.

“It’s kind of sketchy. It’s 
kind of like Craigslist, and 
stuff like that makes me kind 
of nervous,” Himes said. “I 
think I’d preferably get my 
textbook online and have it de-
livered to my door, than meet 
another student in person.”

Publishing companies, 
including Peason Education, 
Cengage Learning, Macmillan 
Higher Education and others 
walk the line of price fixing 
through the release of annual 
editions and regular legal ac-
tion against emerging retailers.

One retailer, Texts.com, 
released a browser extension 
called OccupyTheBookstore 
that gained attention after 
being threatened with legal 
action by the Follett Higher 
Education Group. It func-
tioned by comparing the prices 
of textbooks on other websites 
when browsing a campus book-
store’s online shop.

“That extension was a 
great idea and we were re-
ally impressed with it,” said 
Hall. “We’re always happy to 
see those things go well and 
when the lawsuit happened we 
couldn’t believe it. We haven’t 
had an issue like that yet.”

AUSTIN WALKER
Spectrum Editor

Pedestrians in downtown 
Richmond may have been greeted 
by an overwhelming number of 
superheroes around the Greater 
Richmond Convention Center 
last weekend flocking to the 
second Wizard World Comic 
Convention.

The event featured an appear-
ance by “Star Trek’s” William 
Shatner, wrestling superstar Diva 
Paige and Lord of the Rings ac-
tor Billy Boyd, as well as booths 
with artists selling their work and 
an enormous amount of costumed 
guests.

Cosplay, which is the art of 
representing a character or idea 
through costuming and acces-
sorizing, is a booming subculture 
currently growing in popularity 
around the world. Multiple comic 
conventions attracting cosplay-
ers take place in Richmond each 
year, but some of the guests at 
this year’s Wizard World said 
they were not as impressed by 
them.

“From one to ten, I’d rank 
this convention a solid eight,” 
said Christian King, a conven-
tion veteran who was dressed in a 
hand-made replica of Boba Fett’s 
suit from Star Wars.

King also made a large pur-
chase at the convention when he 
bought the actual car used during 
the filming of the latest Fast & 
The Furious movie, which was on 
display in the center of the floor.

There was also a booth on a 
row next to the car he purchased 
for the 501st Legion, a role-play-
ing group dedicated to promoting 
interest in Star Wars by attending 
events dressed as members of the 
fictional Imperial Army.

While speakers had scheduled 
times where they presented, mul-
tiple notable comic artists, such 
as Michael Golden, were on the 
floor displaying and selling prints 
of their work, as well as doing 
sketches and autographs.

Golden is known primarily for 

his work on the Batman graphic 
novels and his creation of the 
Marvel character “Rogue.” He 
said he has been working with 
comic illustration and design 
since the 1970s, and regularly 
attends conventions to showcase 
his art.

“Lately I’ve been consistent 
with the show schedule, and I 
call it shows because I don’t just 
do conventions but I do lectures, 
vocal shows, store signings, all 
kinds of things,” Golden said.

Golden, like some other artists 
at the event, spoke about the sur-
prise he felt when he realized the 
connection some of his fans had 
made with him and his work.

“The work that I’ve done over 
the years, particularly in comic 

books (...) has been a part of a lot 
of people’s lives,” Golden said. “It 
gives you a completely different 
perspective on what it is you do 
for a living.”

Other convention attendees 
have made unique careers out of 
the subculture by capitalizing 
on cosplay. People like Jillian 
Ryan are “professional panelists,” 
and often attend events and sell 
photographs of them in costume 
for profit.

“I’ve been costuming for about 
eight years and paneling for about 
five,” Ryan said.

Ryan said she is sometimes 
paid to attend conventions, but 
this year she’s taking the major-
ity of her profits and donating 
them to charities around Rich-

mond. Ryan judged the children’s 
cosplay contest at this conven-
tion, and she also held a panel in 
which she and others spoke about 
body image acceptance.

Ryan said for many adults, 
cosplay goes beyond a means of 
creative expression.

“A lot of us work a nine to 
five and are tired,” Ryan said. 
“We don’t get the option (to be 
creative), and this let’s us actually 
show not only (we are) a fan of 
something, but it also shows that 
we can create something beauti-
ful.”

Independent artists at the 
convention were also given the 
opportunity to show off their 
products, which are often based 
around pop-culture subjects and 

appeal to the event’s attendees.  
Andrew Heath, who has 

designed prints of projects rang-
ing from Star Wars to Parks and 
Recreation, had a booth with a 
large wall of his work on display.

“The best people are the ones 
where I’m looking down, and 
then I look up to them walking to 
me with their money and I’m like 
‘Oh, thanks!’,” Heath said.

Heath added that Star Wars is 
always a good seller.

“The classics are what people 
are always after,” he said.

The Wizard World comic 
convention will continue its tour 
throughout the U.S., and the 
29th Annual VA ComiCon will 
take place on the August 29 at 
the Richmond Raceway.

CampusWise 
brings cheaper 
textbook
service to VCU

Cosplayers convene at convention center 
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Muralists imprint RVA for fourth year

A cosplayer dresses in lolita, representing TwyLite Fashion. Many vendors attended the event showing off their custom-made 
items.    
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1 Artist: James Bulough

Artist: Jerkface

Students are 
so used to 
having spam 
sent their 

way that their automatic 
reaction towards new 
and innovative textbook 
services is not always 
easy to trust.”

— MAX HALL
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opinion There is a difference between identifying as one’s authentic self and 
living openly as one’s authentic self, the difference being that those who 
live openly are at much greater risk for discrimination and violence.

RYAN SCHULTZ
Illustrator

Note: I am the assigned il-
lustrator for this article. However, 
I felt that I needed to respond 
formally after reading the article 
in full. 

ON THE IMPORTANCE OF 
CONTEXT

The introduction neglects to 
inform of Grimm’s struggle con-
sisting of a 7-month legal battle 
which began in opposition to the 
School Board voting 6-1 against 
Grimm’s right to a public bath-
room in school that matches not 
only his identity and his legally 
changed name and the gender on 
his driver’s license, if there was 
any question that personal identity 
wasn’t enough. The introduction 
also fails to even mention briefly 
that Grimm’s right to a bathroom 
was called into question not by the 
principal of the school, who firmly 
gave Grimm permission to use the 
boys’ restroom, but by backlash 
from parents and residents in the 
county who forced an ultimatum 
on the School Board by threaten-
ing to remove the entire board if 
Gavin was not removed from the 
boys’ bathroom. 

ON TERM USAGE
As per the term usage in the 

final sentence of the first para-
graph, it is, in my opinion, a bit 
more accurate to say that Grimm 
was born biologically female but 
identifies and lives as male. There 
is a difference between identifying 
as one’s authentic self and living 
openly as one’s authentic self, the 
difference being those who live 
openly are at much greater risk for 
discrimination and violence. 

Additionally, “transgendered,” 
as it is used to describe Caitlyn 
Jenner, is a transphobic term that 
implies that to be trans means 
something that has happened 
to you to make you trans, often 
implied negatively. Preferable is 
the use of the actual term, trans-
gender, to describe someone who 
is in fact transgender. However, 
for others in the trans community 
who may not identify as specifi-
cally transgender, simply ‘trans’ is 

a safe option that is inclusive to all 
in the community. 

ON ACCEPTANCE
Especially in light of the ab-

sence of sufficient material in both 
Grimm’s introduction and Jenner’s 
description, it is both incorrect and 
also unsupported in the opinion 
piece that a conclusion can be 
made about the wide acceptance 
of trans people in this world*. It 
is both incorrect and unnecessary 
to simplify the entire existence 
of trans people to a change of 
pronouns, implying that you are 
born with a pronoun rather than 
assigned one at birth based on the 
appearance of your biological sex, 
as if the greatest struggle in the 
trans community is pronouns. If 
only. 

THE TRANS WORLD
On the issue of world support, 

aside from the article being strictly 
limited to two trans stories exist-
ing wholly in the United States, 
it is vastly incorrect to assume 
based on the mediocre acceptance 
of Grimm by the Justice System 
and Jenner by capitalist media 
sensationalists that there are equal 
levels of acceptance in other com-
munities in the US and around the 
world. 

In the US, transwomen of 
color are gunned down almost 
weekly. You can still be fired in 
this country for being trans. Many 
trans people face discrimination 
in health facilities when their 
caretakers are made aware of their 
identity. Lawmakers are desperate-
ly trying to pass laws that bar trans 
people from using the bathroom 
that matches their identity, often 
with penalty of a fine or jailtime. 
Queer and trans youth make up 20 
to 40 percent of homeless youth 
in the US, and one in five trans 
people reporting having expe-
rienced homeless in their lives. 
Transgender inmates in prisons are 
often placed in the prison that is 
believed to match their biological 
sex, rather than their gender, lead-
ing to a disruption of the safety of 
the inmate, having to spend their 
time in the wrong facility and very 
likely face abuse or discrimination 
at the hands of other inmates and 

authority figures. 
Many countries in Europe 

require a years-long battle for 
receiving a change in legal iden-
tity, including agreement to be 
diagnosed with a mental disorder, 
sterilization, receiving hormones, 
and having to be single. 

In Kuwait, a 2007 law crimi-
nalizes ‘imitation of the opposite 
sex,’ leading to widespread arrests 
of transgender women, including 
being forced by police, through 
physical violence, to sign docu-
ments stating they would ‘never 
again imitate the opposite sex’. 

In Uganda, the Red Pepper, 
a tabloid newspaper, exposed 
more than 200 queer and trans 
people with pictures and personal 
information, opening all of them 
up for discrimination, job loss, 
physical violence, arrest, etc. Many 
of those exposed were forced to 
leave Uganda for their own safety, 
as this exposure followed a new 
anti-gay bill passed in the country, 
in which forms of sexual relations 
or promotion of sexual relations 
between persons of the same sex 
were met with a sentencing of life 
in prison. 

Those who identify as trans, 
especially those who choose to live 
as their authentic selves in public, 
face far more discrimination than 
acceptance in all communities, 
especially trans people who are 
nonwhite and of a lower income or 
social status. The National Coali-
tion of Anti-Violence Programs 
reports that in 2013, “72 percent of 
victims of anti-LGBTQ homicides 
were transgender women, and 89 
percent of victims were people of 
color.”

ON THE INTERSECTIONALITY 
OF OPPRESSION 

The conflation of both Grimm’s 
and Jenner’s respective struggles 
for acceptance and the experiences 
of people of color targeted by po-
lice violence is incorrect. This pres-
ents the trans community as being 
represented by Grimm and Jenner, 
which is unnecessary. Addition-
ally, this assumes that the commu-
nities as inherently separate, as if 
trans people cannot be of color, as 
if trans people and especially trans 
women of color do not face police 

violence at staggering levels. 
I can’t even approach the 

inclusion of Dylann Roof in this 
comparison, although in the 
vaguest of senses it appears to try 
to relate opposition to a choice of 
bathroom with the massacre of 9 
black churchgoers in a planned as-
sault that acted as a death sentence 
for simply existing. If anything, 
the murders of 14* trans people 
of color in 2015 would be more 
similar of a comparison, especially 
since neither Grimm nor Jenner 
are people of color, and in Jenner’s 
case, she comes from a privileged 
background that offers her every 
safety and security in being her 
authentic self, as opposed to those 
without the privileges of white-
ness, wealth, etc.

(* As a note, I had to update 
this response to include the mur-

der of Ashton O’Hara)

SAY THEIR NAMES:
Ashton O’Hara, Shade Schuler, 

Penny Proud, Amber Mason, 
India Clarke, K.C. Haggard, Mer-
cedes Williamson, London Cha-
nel, Mya Hall, Ty Underwood, 
Kristina Gomez Reinwald, Taja 
DeJesus, Lamia Beard, Yazmin 
Vash Payne.

ON “MANIFEST DESTINY” (as 
seen in the final paragraph)

A side issue, but seeing as 
Manifest Destiny resulted in 
the removal and annihiliation 
of millions of Native American 
peoples as a result of the expan-
sion of white supremacist, capi-
talist patriarchy, it is in my view 
that one should not want to use 
the term blindly in this manner, 
especially for a subject of ‘embrac-

ing those who are different’, which 
was opposite the goals of Manifest 
Destiny in the 19th century. 

There’s a lot of misinforma-
tion and misconception about the 
trans experience. When we have 
articles like this where it is obvious 
that not even minimal awareness 
or attempt at serious research was 
present, we take two steps back-
ward rather than a single step for-
ward. This applies to all topics of 
research and writing. If you’re not 
willing to do your proper research 
and represent a community fully 
and truthfully, don’t write about 
them. Don’t waste your time, 
because to those who are affected 
personally, we can see through 
bullshit logical fallacies and fai-
rytale notions of acceptance. Don’t 
think that we’re going to give you 
a gold star for trying. 

MONICA HOUSTON
Opinion editor

In light of Sandra Bland’s death, 
I feel it extremely necessary to talk 
about police brutality. Police Brutality 
has been a big topic of conversation 
since the beginning year, however it is 
not solely a race issue.

American citizens are protected 
by a number of rights, but we don’t 
necessarily learn those in school. As 
evidenced in the viral video footage of 
Sandra Bland’s traffic stop, some cops 
are not equipped to handle stress-
ful situations, and get a little trigger 
happy when the situation escalates.

I believe it is extremely impor-
tant to understand your rights when 
dealing with cops because your life 
does matter. Due to the increase in 
technology, cops are being recorded 
and called out for their murders, but 
are still not being held accountable for 

their crimes.
All arrests must be established 

upon a probable cause — belief that a 
crime has been committed — and that 
the subject in custody must have com-
mitted a crime. The Fourth Amend-
ment states: “The right of the people 
to be secure in their persons, houses, 
papers, and effects, against unreason-
able searches and seizures, shall not be 
violated, and no warrants shall issue, 
but upon probable cause….”

An officer can only arrest someone 
with probable cause, with an is-
sued warrant by the judge, or if they 
personally observed the crime when 
getting pulled over.

When being pulled over, pull over 
safely and quickly using turn signals. 
Hang up any calls and record all ac-
tivities for your own protection using 
a voice recorder.* Be polite and re-
spectful no matter what. Refrain from 
aggressive language or body language. 
Do not give the officer any reason to 
become suspicious or irritated with 
you.

The officer may ask “Do you know 
why I pulled you over?” Your an-

swer should always be that you have 
no idea. It is easier for the officer to 
charge you for a crime you admit to.

The officer will ask for your license 
and registration. Comply! Give the 
officer your information and remain 
quiet. Your Fifth Amendment states 
you have the right to remain silent. 
You are not required to give further 
information.

Police do not have the right to 
search your vehicle without your 
consent or a probable cause to believe 
evidence of a crime can be found in 
your vehicle. Do not let an officer in-
timidate you into consenting to search 
your vehicle. Pay attention to tricky 
wording.

Immediately after you refuse con-
sent ask the officer (politely) if you are 
free to go. At this point he can detain 
you or let you go and the conversation 
becomes consensual or nonconsensual. 
If it is a consensual encounter that 
means you can terminate it by leav-
ing. If it is a nonconsensual encounter, 
remaining silent is your only priority!

If you are stopped on the street, 
police officers are only allowed to use 

the minimum amount of force neces-
sary to protect themselves and bring 
the suspect into police custody.

Remember: Ask why you have been 
stopped and at the end ask for a record 
of the search.

You can be stopped and searched 
if the police have a reasonable sus-
picion that you are in possession of: 
controlled drugs, weapons or firearms, 
carrying a sharp article, carrying 
stolen goods, if you are in a coach or 
train, going to, or you have arrived at, 
a sports stadium.

You run the risk of both physical 
injury and serious criminal charges if 
you physically resist a search. If it is 
an unlawful search you should take 
action afterwards by using the law.

Hopefully these tips and informa-
tion were helpful. Be wise and protect 
and serve yourself.

*More info: http://www.dmlp.
org/legal-guide/state-law-recording 
or http://www.diligentiagroup.com/
legal-investigation/private-investiga-
tor-tips-is-it-legal-to-record-a-phone-
call-or-conversation/
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Bathroom binaries

Know Your 
Rights

MORGAN WHITE
Contributing columnist

Precedence has taken suit in 
Federal court. In July, the U.S. Jus-
tice Department sided with Gavin 
Grimm, a 16-year-old rising senior, 
who filed a lawsuit against the 
Gloucester County school system 
with help of the American Civil 
Liberties Union claiming that he 
should be allowed to use the school 
system’s communal restrooms and 
not alternative facilities meant for 
transgender student. According 
to The Washington Post, Grimm 
was born a female and identifies as 
male. 

The decision came on the heels 
of transgendered Caitlyn Jenner, 
who formerly identified as male 
Bruce Jenner known for winning 
the gold medal in the 1976 Olym-

pic decathlon, gracing the cover of 
Vanity Fair. This is the world we 
live in where in both circumstances 
a substantial amount of com-
munities do support the ability to 
discover who you are even if it’s not 
the pronoun you were born with.

However, the world we live in 
conversely has just as many com-
munities that are against the ability 
for Grimm and Jenner to identify 
as they see fit. It’s the same world 
where police brutality exists target-
ing people racially, where white 
terrorists are identified as mentally 
ill young men following gunning 
down nine people in a historically 
black church in South Carolina 
wielding a confederate flag and the 
flag for an apartheid ridden South 
Africa.

If you haven’t come to the 
conclusion yet, our identities are 

pertinent. But they don’t have to 
be. The transgender community is 
part of our manifest destiny and 
to embrace it is to say we are all 
human and no matter what stripes 
you wear you are accepted as you 
are.

That’s just wishful thinking 
though. Instead we’ll remain in a 
world as resistant to change as I am 
to believing that guy’s accent in my 
class is authentic. So as much as I 
wish I could end this with a sug-
gestion to change I’m apt to believ-
ing now that the wishful thinking 
we may do and may promote has 
little to do with the change that 
is carried out in the real world. 
The U.S. Justice Department did a 
good thing in Gloucester County. 
It’s the legal venues where real 
change begins.

RESPONSE: THE FAIRYTALE OF ACCEPTANCE

— Ryan Schultz

“
Quote of the week
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