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MATT CHANEY
Contributing Writer

The UCI Road World 
Championships did not only 
cost the city immediate and 
unanticipated expenditures, 
VCU shouldered a share of 
the costs as well. 

The weeklong interna-
tional cycling event took 
place from Sept. 19-27 and 
cost the university about 
$130,000 in overtime pay for 
VCU facilities management 
and the police department.

During the races, the 
VCU Police Department 
spent an average of $10,048 
a day in overtime. By com-
parison, VCU PD spent an 
average of $2,655 a day in 
overtime over the course of 
the last fiscal year. Similarly, 
facilities management aver-
aged about $4,396 a day in 
overtime expenses during 
UCI, versus $1,500 a day 
last year.

According to Richard 
Bunce, interim vice presi-
dent for finance and budget 
at VCU, the event warranted 
the extra spending to “main-
tain a safe physical environ-
ment in support of the uni-
versity’s mission.”

Corey Byers, the VCU 
PD public information of-
ficer, said the police depart-
ment appropriated overtime 
hours based on informa-
tion provided by Richmond 
2015, the group tasked with 
organizing and bringing the 
event the city.

“The race routes required 
extensive road closures twice 
a day,” Byers said. “Traffic 
direction by officers and offi-
cers stationed along the race 

UCI races 
cost VCU 
thousands 
in overtime 
expenses

AUSTIN WALKER
Spectrum Editor

The grandiose Star Wars saga, 
known in part for its iconic mu-
sic score, came alive in Richmond 
last weekend in a collaboration 
between the VCU Symphony and 
the Norfolk Governor’s School for 
the Arts.

The concert was held in the So-
nia Vlahcevic Concert Hall in the 
W.E. Singleton Center for the Per-
forming Arts, which was nearly at 
its maximum capacity by the start 
of the show. Admission was free for 
VCU students.

The two symphonies had been 
rehearsing for weeks, with GSA 
conductor Jeffrey Phelps and 
VCU’s own Daniel Myssyk, the 
director for orchestral studies, rein-
troducing the music that has been 
immortalized by the series’ success.

Phelps and Myssyk chose this 
concert after much deliberation 
since last performing together in 
2013. The collaboration took place 
just 15 days before the premiere of 
the latest Star Wars installment, 
“Star Wars: The Force Awakens.”

“The timing is absolutely impec-
cable,” said Myssyk. “I don’t con-
sider myself a fan (of Star Wars), 
but I know that it’s a very impor-
tant part of the culture here in the 
country and worldwide.”

The two bands rehearsed entire-
ly separately prior to the night of 
the show’s opening. While Phelps 
was able to travel from Norfolk 
on one occasion, the symphonies 
didn’t run through the entire per-
formance until the dress rehearsal 
immediately before the show.

One notable difference in the 
The concert collaboration between VCU Symphony and the Norfolk Governor’s School of the Arts took place at the W.E. Singleton Center just 15 days before 
the premiere of the latest Star Wars installment, “Star Wars: The Force Awakens.”

EMILY HIMES
Contributing Columnist

While walking into the rest-
room at Target, I heard the far-too-
familiar sound of another woman 
desperately shoving coins into the 
tampon dispenser attached to the 
bathroom wall. I noticed she was 
empty-handed, the vendor was 
empty, and she was out of change. 
Luckily, I was also on the last few 
days of my period so I had a tam-
pon to spare, which she eagerly ac-
cepted and profusely thanked me 
for. Everybody poops, everybody 
pees. Public restrooms are readily 
available for everyone, everywhere 
in the United States, with toilet 
paper in abundance free-of-charge. 
What about tampons? 

Fifty percent of the population 
experiences an inevitable week-
long monthly menstruation period 
that’s not only mentally frustrat-
ing, but messy – and unlike every 
other natural body process, this one 

comes with an attached price tag. 
The repercussions for letting the 
process happen naturally are signif-
icant, but are they reason enough to 
consider free aid for menstruating 
women a necessity? It’s definitely 
a dilemma between morals and 
money that really boils down to 
one question: Is it ethical to charge 
women for pads and tampons?

The United States is among 
many other countries that do not 
see feminine hygiene as a health 
issue. It would seem logical that a 
product designed to stop uterus lin-
ing from spilling out of a person and 
onto everything else would be af-
fordable, but the IRS doesn’t agree. 
Currently, tampons and most other 
feminine hygiene products are 
grouped as non-tax-exempt, non-
tax-deductible medical expenses, 
while products and procedures like 
breast pumps, vasectomies and 
false teeth are not. It goes beyond 
the treatment of hygiene products 

versus the treatment of other simi-
lar items. 

Women across the country risk 
regular infections and absences 
from work and school when not 
given access to adequate materi-
als to aid with menstruation. Jyoti 
Sanghera, Chief of the UN Human 
Rights Office Economic and Social 
Issues Section, once said that the 
“stigma around menstruation and 
menstrual hygiene is a violation of 
several human rights, most impor-
tantly of the right to human dig-
nity.” The embarrassment and so-
cial inquiry that comes with openly 
bleeding in public can be mentally 
devastating to women, especially at 
young ages. Combine this with the 
inability to afford or obtain tam-
pons, and we’ve created a woman 
who not only feels that  is nature 
against her, but her government is 
as well.

Do you ever stop and think 
about how much money you spend 

not bleeding on yourself or other 
people? Many women don’t even 
consider it. Coughing up cash for a 
cylinder filled with cotton attached 
to a string is just a normal part of a 
woman’s life. Paying for a biologi-
cal process that naturally occurs in 
nearly all women is something that 
makes most not even bat an eye. 
Tampon prices can range from an 
average of $7.00 to $8.00 a box at 
local pharmaceuticals, with cost 
dependent on cardboard or plas-
tic applicators, size, quantity, and 
yes, even scent. The typical woman 
menstruates three to seven days 
for an average of 38 years of her 
life, meaning the average woman 
spends 2,280 days on her period. 
She is estimated to buy over $2,000 
worth of tampons in her lifetime. 

This isn’t including the dread-
ful rest stop bathroom discoveries 
that’ll cost $.50-$1.00 a pop at the 
dispenser, or the sudden road trip 
blunders that’ll cost $4.00- $5.00 

for the six pack at the gas station 
even though only one is needed; 
the fact is, not only are they over-
priced, they’re never as available at 
restrooms in most areas. They are 
also unavailable to more than just 
the panicked traveler. Food stamps 
do not cover feminine products, 
and many women resort to selling 
their food stamps to cover the cost 
of pads or tampons each month. 
Most prisons do not even provide 
feminine products, so women must 
rely on commissary to purchase 
tampons, while supplies last.

The opposition to free or /tax-
free tampons almost entirely spills 
from the mouths of politicians and 
public speakers whose reproduc-
tive systems are not reliant on that 
time of month. Men view feminine 
hygiene products like cosmetics in-
stead of healthcare, and fail to un-
derstand that it is the social sphere 
they created that makes tampons 

Can women bleed for free? A hygienic dilemma
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BRYANT DRAYTON
Sports Editor

For basketball in the 2000s, 
there was no greater spectacle than 
Kobe Bean Bryant. With his shoot-
ing sleeve on his left arm and calf 
band on his right leg, fans gravitat-
ed to his every move whenever he 
stepped on the court.

On Nov. 29, Kobe presented a 
letter to the game of basketball that 
incited a gut-wrenching moment 
for the entire sports world. Pub-
lished on the Players Tribune web-
site, Kobe literally and eloquently 
wrote to the game of basketball 
about their relationship throughout 
the years and the impact the game 
had on his life. 

“A love so deep I gave you my 
all — From my mind & body to my 
spirit & soul,” Bryant wrote. 

Reading the letter, curiosity 
quickly transitioned into disbelief, 
as the accomplished athlete an-
nounced it was his last year playing 
the game he loved. 

“I’m ready to let you go. I want 
you to know now so we both can 
savor every moment we have left 
together,” Bryant wrote. 

Glorified by most, hated by 
many but respected by all, Kobe 
Bryant is officially stepping away 
from the game. 

I for one find myself reminisc-
ing on his dominance throughout 
the years — the ultimate cham-
pion, competitor and ambassador 
for the game. 

Kobe is the Michael Jordan 
of my generation. The era of Al-
len Iverson, Ray Allen, Shaquille 
O’Neal and Tracy McGrady is now 
behind us — Kobe was all that we 
had left. 

Whether it’s loved ones or icons, 
the days are getting shorter and the 
people older. This sentiment hits 
only when someone of importance, 
such as my childhood idol Kobe 
Bryant, announce they have grown 
out of the spotlight and are ready to 
lend the torch to someone else. 

On Nov. 29, the Players Tribune published a heartfelt letter penned by Kobe Bryant announcing 
he would not be returning to the game of basketball following the conclusion of this season.

Fading Away: the final tour of Laker legend Kobe Bryant
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NATIONAL
Strong job gains send US stock market 
sharply higher 

The stock market had its biggest gain 
since September after the U.S. government 
reported another solid month of job gains.

Energy stocks didn’t join the rally, and 
fell instead as the price of oil took another 
tumble after OPEC said it wouldn’t curb 
production.

The Dow Jones industrial average 
soared 369 points, or 2.1 percent, to 17,847.

The Standard & Poor’s 500 index 
jumped 42 points, or 2.1 percent, to 2,091. 
The Nasdaq composite increased 104 
points, or 2.1 percent, to 5,142.

Bond prices rose. The yield on the 10-
year Treasury note fell to 2.27 percent.

Brief by the Associated Press

Planned Parenthood clinics are open, 
but on guard 

Bulletproof glass and armed security 
are nothing new at medical clinics that pro-
vide abortions. But in the wake of a deadly 
shooting last week at a Planned Parenthood 
clinic in Colorado, clinics nationwide are 
redoubling security efforts, checking sur-
veillance cameras and reviewing evacuation 
plans.

Police say they’re adding patrols to clin-
ics to guard against those who might be in-
spired to mimic a shootout that killed three 
people and injured nine.

“It is an unusual time,” said Vicki Cow-
art, CEO for Planned Parenthood in the 
Rocky Mountain Region. “There a vitriol, 
there’s a hate speech in our country going 
on right now that could be causing more 
violence than we might otherwise see. “

Brief by the Associated Press

FBI: California shooting investigated 
as act of terrorism 

The FBI announced Friday that it is in-
vestigating the mass shooting in Southern 
California as an act of terrorism, while a 
U.S. law enforcement official revealed that 
the woman who helped her husband carry 
out the attack had pledged allegiance to the 
Islamic State group and its leader on Face-
book under an alias.

David Bowdich, assistant director of the 
FBI’s Los Angeles office, would not elabo-
rate on how the bureau reached that conclu-
sion, citing “a number of pieces of evidence” 
but declining to give details.

Syed Farook and his wife, Tashfeen 
Malik, killed 14 people at the holiday party 
for his co-workers. The Muslim couple died 
hours later in a fierce gunbattle with police.

Brief by the Associated Press

LOCAL
Richmond police searching for miss-
ing 35-year-old woman 

Richmond police say they’re looking for 
35-year-old woman who was reported miss-
ing last week.

The police department said Friday that 
Andrea Watkins-Simmons was reported 
missing on Nov. 25 but has been seen as 
recently as Thursday. Police say that the 
woman’s daughter, Ariellisa Simmons, is in 
her custody.

Police say Watkins-Simmons is a black 
female who’s 5-foot-3 inches tall and weighs 
150 pounds.

They’re urging the public to contact au-
thorities if they have information about her 
whereabouts.

Brief by the Associated Press

Congressman, other pols to attend 
mosque service 

U.S. Rep. Don Beyer, D-Va., and other 
elected officials expressed solidarity with 
the region’s Muslim population follow-
ing an appearance at a northern Virginia 
mosque Friday.

Last month, Fairfax County authorities 
charged a man with leaving a fake bomb 
at the mosque. Dar al-Hijrah, one of the 
region’s largest mosques, has been in the 
spotlight ever since the Sept. 11 attacks. Its 
imam at the time, Anwar al-Awlaki, later 
left the country and became a leader in al-
Qaeda before being killed in a drone strike.

Brief by the Associated Press

Just 7 of 63 Virginia supermarkets 
opened in food deserts 

Despite a pledge from major food retail-
ers in 2011 to open or expand grocery or 
convenience stores in and around neighbor-
hoods with no supermarkets, just 11 percent 
of the new supermarkets in Virginia arrived 
in areas that lack close access to fresh food, 
an Associated Press analysis of federal food 
stamp data has found.

In Virginia, a task force on food deserts 
commissioned by the General Assembly 
issued several recommendations in 2014, 
including assessing mobile farmers markets 
in urban and rural areas; expanding grant 
opportunities to benefit community and 
urban gardens, mobile markets, community 
kitchens and food hubs; and exploring tax 
incentives and other avenues for local gov-
ernments that enable small businesses to 
sell fresh and health foods in local markets.

Brief by the Associated Press

LOGAN BOGERT
Contributing Writer

In 1915, D.W. Griffith’s “Birth 
of a Nation” hit theaters. The film, 
although a commercial success, was 
criticized by some for portraying 
black men as unintelligent, while 
the Ku Klux Klan was portrayed 
as a heroic force which saved the 
country from white supremacy.

The film is part of the reason 
that VCU History Department 
Chair John Kneebone began his in-
teractive map of the Ku Klux Klan 
dating back from the same year, 
1915.

“People say it’s one of the 
greatest movies of all time, it’s 
certainly one of the most evil. It 
comes very close to flirting with 
calling for genocide,” Kneebone 
said. “The Klan, after the Civil 

War, become the heroes of the 
movie. They save the nation from 
white supremacy. The movie was 
so popular and its story was told 
so powerfully that a lot of people 
thought the Klan was alright.”

The movie was one artifact that 
contributed to the growth of the 
Klan after 1915 -- growth which 
Kneebone, in collaboration with 
VCU libraries, has been working 
to measure through an interactive 
map of local KKK chapters from 
1915-1940. 

Kneebone spread out his re-
search sporadically over 15 years 
and handed his research over to 
VCU libraries a year ago.

Shariq Torres, a VCU libraries 
web analyst, went through Knee-
bone’s data and put the information 
into a computer program to find 
coordinates based on the name of 

the city.
“Sometimes the city name 

would not be correct or sometimes 
the city name would be an old city 
name. You’d have to go back and 
massage it a little bit more to see. 
Some towns by the nature of their 
name were hard to look up. That’s 
when we’d have to go through and 
check to see.” Torres said.

Users can simply click play and 
watch the spread of the KKK over 
time. At any time, the animation 
can be stopped and users can click 
on individual spots on the map for 
additional information on the lo-
cal Klan.

“To me, that’s the most power-
ful effect of the map; the aware-
ness that when you talk about the 
second Ku Klux Klan in the 1920s 
it’s not just a bunch of dumb hillbil-
lies in the South. It’s everywhere.” 

Kneebone said. 
Kneebone said this means the 

Klan’s message of racial bigotry and 
religious bigotry resonated with 
lots of people in lots of places. 

“Certainly to me, even though 
I knew this as a historian, it was a 
smack against the forehead that I 
didn’t know that until I saw it visu-
ally,” Kneebone said. 

Kneebone says the map could 
compels us to recognize that the 
Klan was not isolated and an appeal 
to only few people but an appeal to 
mainstream Americans who shared 
bigoted values. 

“it’s hard to do that,” Kneebone 
said. “But I think that we need to 
face up to the centrality of this in 
our culture, in our society as a way 
of moving forward. 

Professor maps local history of KKK

AUSTIN WALKER
Spectrum Editor

Public scrutiny of the 
treatment towards and pre-
vention of sexual assaults on 
both college campuses and 
in the military has provoked 
work in Congress to draft 
counteractive legislation.

In a conference with 
the press, Virginia senator 
Tim Kaine (D) explained 
how his sponsoring of the 
Teach Safe Relationships 
Act was a response to con-
cerns raised by University 
of Virginia students in the 
wake of the now-redact-
ed Rolling Stones article 
which detailed a rape that 
occurred on their campus.

Kaine said that the El-
ementary and Secondary 
Education Act was “over-
due to be rewritten by 
about eight years” and that 
his caucus included provi-
sions to address campus 
sexual assault.

“In the aftermath of the 
Rolling Stones article, I went 
to the University of Virginia 
and met with a campus stu-
dent group with no faculty, 
no press, just to meet with 
students,” Kaine said.

He said that his experi-
ence communicating with 
those students influenced his 
contributions to the Teach 
Safe Relationships Act.

“If there was more edu-
cation at the high school 
level in (Sexual Education) 
and health class, not just 
about reproductive biology 
but more about relation-
ships and what is consent 
and what is coercion and 
where to go when you need 
help, then students would 
be equipped with that in-
formation when they went 
into college or the military,” 
Kaine said.

Recent documentaries 
regarding these two insti-
tutions, like “The Invisible 
War” and “The Hunting 
Ground,” look both at the 
actions of the perpetrators 
of assault, as well as the 
administration of universi-
ties and the military who 
fail to protect victims and 
punish assailants.

Kaine urged that educa-
tion is an important facet 
of the solution because of 
how sexual assaults, in all 
scenarios, disproportion-
ately targets people from 
the ages of 16-24. Not only 
this, many of the perpetra-
tors of these assaults are in 
that age range as well.

“It’s when people are 
first emerging into full, 
adult sexuality,” Kaine 
said. “They may not be 
completely confident in 
their own sexual decision-
making. They may be vul-
nerable to another person 
scamming or coercing 
them into something.”

Sexual education in 
schools has been long-de-
bated by the public, though 
polls have shown that the 
majority of Americans 
support it being taught as 
early as junior high school. 
The content of the educa-
tion, however, can range 
from abstinence-only to, as 
Kaine described, only the 
biology of reproduction.

While the Teach Safe 
Relationships Act does 
mandate the education on 
issues regarding dating and 
sexual violence, it specifies 
that the specifics of the edu-
cation are dependent on an 
“individual’s age, develop-
mental stage, and culture.”

Sen. Kaine 
speaks out 
on sexual 
assault

MARGARET CARMEL
Multimedia Editor

Speaking in hushed tones un-
der the bleak late afternoon sun, a 
small group in Monroe Park qui-
etly passed around candles and 
wrote messages on a large portrait 
of junior English major Chelsea 
Wagner, who committed suicide 
this past weekend. 

Many attendees were dressed in 
purple and turquoise – Wagner’s 
favorite colors. After a short prayer 
from evangelist pastor and singer-
songwriter Vernon Gordon, those in 
attendance shared stories of Wagner 
and the joy she brought to their 
lives. Jean Tatum, who said she and 
Wagner have been best friends since 
they were children, called Wagner 
funny and intelligent. 

“She brought laughter to the 
room and made people smile even 
when they didn’t want to,” Tatum 
said. “The way she thought about 
things was different, and you 
could tell that it was a higher level 
of thinking. She will be missed 
very much.”

Black VCU Speaks held the 
vigil in Monroe Park to honor 
Wagner and shed light on the 
importance of mental health for 
members of the black community. 
Attalah Shabazz, a student orga-
nizer for Black VCU Speaks said 
mental illness often goes untreated 
due to social stigma.

“Our mental illness is not taken 

seriously and often times people in 
the black community don’t have 
the resources to go find help if 
they are dealing with anything,” 
Shabazz said. “We have the idea 
of the strong black woman and we 
don’t talk about the things that 
we’re dealing with and keep truck-
ing and we don’t really talk about 
our issues.”

Amid the muffled sound of cry-
ing Wagner’s father, Mark, spoke 
about the importance of speaking 
out when signs of depression and 
anxiety present themselves and im-
plored those in attendance to reach 
out to loved ones and help them in 
times of crisis.

“We talk about high blood pres-
sure being the silent killer. The 
thing about high blood pressure is 
that you can go to the doctor and 
get a pill to get it fixed,” Mark 
Wagner said. “It’s something that a 
pill or sleeping all day doesn’t fix. 
What helps with depression is that 
people have to talk and have to be 

aware of each other.”
The Division of Student Affairs 

notified the VCU community on 
Dec. 4 of two students passing away.

In an email to students and 
faculty, interim vice provost for 
student affairs Charles Klink in-
formed the community that Wag-
ner had passed away.

Klink’s email also stated Alyssa 
Nguyen, a first-year student in the 
College of Humanities and Sci-
ences working toward a degree in 
math, had passed away in a traffic 
accident last month.

“Our condolences go out to 
Chelsea’s and Alyssa’s families and 
friends. We also hope that you 
will keep these families and their 
friends in your thoughts during 
the upcoming holiday break, along 
with the other members of our uni-
versity community whom we have 
lost this year,” Klink’s email read.

Last month, a similar email was 
sent to students notifying them of 
the deaths of first-year dentistry 
student Benjamin Sykes and senior 
engineering student Christopher 
Ducic, who both suffered fatal falls 
over Halloween weekend in unre-
lated accidents.

The November email also in-
formed students of the death of 
first-year transfer student Lisa 
Rubi who was killed in an auto-
mobile accident.

Black VCU Speaks holds vigil 
in Monroe Park for fallen Ram

Our mental 
illness is not 
taken seriously 

and often times people 
in the black community 
don’t have the resources 
to go find help if they are 
dealing with anything. 

— ATTALAH SHABAZZ

Suicide is the leading cause of 
death among college students, 
ahead of alcohol related 
deaths each year, according 
to an American Public Health 
Association study from 2011. 

VCU students may use University 
Counseling Services or call 1-800-
784-2433 for immediate help.

VCU Counseling Services on 
Monroe Park Campus 
University Student Commons, 
Room 238
907 Floyd Ave.
(804) 828-6200 

Monday-Friday
8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
 
VCU Counseling Services on 
MCV Campus
1008 East Clay St., Room B-011
(804) 828-3964

Monday
11 a.m. to 8 p.m.

Wednesday
11 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Tuesday-Friday
8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
 
For an emergency after hours, 
please call VCU Police dispatch at 
(804) 828-1234 and ask to speak 
to a therapist.

RESOURCES

Vigil attendees gathered in Monroe Park on Saturday evening to honor the life of Chelsea Wagner, a junior English major.
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ADVERTISEMENT

VCU receives grant to look for indica-
tors of preterm birth

Virginia Commonwealth University has 
received a $378,026 grant from the Global 
Alliance to Prevent Prematurity and Still-
birth to look for predictors of preterm birth 
and other adverse pregnancy outcomes in 
pregnant women.

The two-year Human-Microbiome 
Alterations Predictive of Prematurity 
(HAPP) study will expand on two ear-
lier studies under the National Institutes of 
Health’s Human Microbiome Project that 
looked at microbial communities in preg-
nant women and how changes in commu-
nities of bacteria, viruses and human cells 
affect women’s health.

“We’re looking at the microbiome as 
women go through pregnancy to try to 
determine what the roles of the microbi-
ome are and its impact on the reproductive 
tract,” said Gregory Buck, Ph.D., professor 
of microbiology and immunology at the 
VCU School of Medicine and director of 
the VCU Center for the Study of Biological 
Complexity.

Brief by Anne Dreyfuss and Rachel Mach-
acek, University Public Affairs

 
VCU recognized among nation’s best 
for closing minority graduation rate 
gap

Virginia Commonwealth University is 
listed among the nation’s top public institu-
tions of higher learning for boosting gradu-
ation rates for underrepresented minority 
students and for closing the graduation rate 
gap between minorities and white students, 
according to a report released today by The 
Education Trust.

The report, “Rising Tide: Do College 
Grad Rate Gains Benefit All Students?”, 
found that VCU increased the six-year 
graduation rate for black, Latino and Na-
tive-American students by 15.5 percent 
between 2003 and 2013 and narrowed the 
graduation gap between underrepresented 
minorities and their white peers by 3.3 per-
cent over the same time period.

Brief by Michael Porter, University Public 
Affairs

U.S. Sen. Mark Warner to deliver ad-
dress at VCU commencement

U.S. Sen. Mark Warner will be the fea-
tured speaker at Virginia Commonwealth 
University’s fall commencement ceremony 
on Dec. 12.

Warner, a Democrat, is in his second 
term in the U.S. Senate, where he serves 
on the finance, banking, budget and intel-
ligence committees.

Before entering public office, Warner 
spent two decades in private business and 
was an early investor in the cellular tele-
phone business. He founded Columbia 
Capital, a venture capital firm that sup-
ported a number of technology companies.

Commencement exercises will be held 
at 10 a.m. on Saturday, Dec. 12, at the Sie-
gel Center. Watch the ceremony online at 
www.vcu.edu. For more information about 
the ceremony, visit www.commencement.
vcu.edu.

Brief Mike Porter, University Public Af-
fairs

VCU’s Richmond Teacher Residency 
program partners with national teach-
ing center

The Virginia Commonwealth Univer-
sity School of Education will partner with 
the National Center for Teacher Residen-
cies to accelerate the impact of effective 
teacher residency programs and broaden 
the adoption of research-based preparation 
practices.

The NCTR has received $6.8 million to 
become a Teacher Preparation Transforma-
tion Center as part of the Bill & Melinda 
Gates Foundation initiative. Partnering 
initially with 17 residency programs — 
including the VCU School of Education’s 
Richmond Teacher Residency program 
— NCTR’s Transformation Center will 
expand the residency model to 30 provid-
ers nationwide and will prepare more than 
2,500 new teachers for high-need schools.

Brief Leila Ugincius, University Public 
Affairs

VCU MCV Foundation names Margaret 
Ann Bollmeier as president

The Virginia Commonwealth Universi-
ty Medical College of Virginia Foundation 
announced Margaret Ann Bollmeier as its 
new president, effective today.

The MCV Foundation was established 
in 1949 to provide support for VCU’s five 
health science schools. The foundation also 
serves its affiliated specialty centers and 
VCU Health. The foundation is responsible 
for the management and stewardship of 
more than $480 million designated by do-
nors for the support of the health sciences 
and the VCU Health system.

Bollmeier, a seasoned advancement 
professional with more than 25 years of 
experience, comes to the MCV Foundation 
from the College of Agriculture and Life 
Sciences at Cornell University, where she 
served as associate dean of alumni affairs 
and development.

“I am so pleased that Margaret Ann 
will be joining the team at the foundation 
and helping to increase philanthropic sup-
port across the VCU Health MCV Cam-
pus,” said Gail W. Johnson, chair of the 
MCV Foundation board of trustees. “She 
will guide us through a strategic planning 
process to chart a course that will ensure we 
realize our aspirations.”

Brief by Carissa Etters, University Public 
Affairs

vcu briefs

route to maintain the safety and integrity of the course.”
According to Byers, the police approved overtime hours in anticipation 

of an expected 400,000 pedestrians. Byers said the actual numbers was 
over 600,000 people.

A recent article published by the Richmond Times-Dispatch said 
neither hotels nor restaurants in Richmond lost revenue as a result of 
the race, although neither group said they made as much as they had 
anticipated, either.

“My assessment is, this was not a financial home run for the city of 
Richmond,” said Edward Millner, a University of Richmond economics 
professor, to the Times-Dispatch. 

UCI race costs VCU thousands 
in overtime expenses

VCU Facilities 
Management

VCU Police 
Department

—continued on page 1

MATT LEONARD
Print Managing Editor

Virginia21, a bipartisan lobby-
ing group for legislation focused 
on the best interests of young 
adults, is honing in on the state 
budget moving into the 2016 leg-
islative session.

The group is pushing legislators 
to increase funds for financial aid 
by $83 million over the next two 
years. Jared Calfee, executive di-
rector at Virginia21, said the extra 
funding will increase the percent-
age of need-met aid to 35 percent, 
a four percent increase.

Both Calfee and James Morton, 
the deputy director of Virginia21, 
are confident the budget debate 
this session will end with an in-
crease in state funding for educa-
tion because the state has a $553 
million budget surplus.

Virginia currently ranks 43rd 
in state funding for higher edu-
cation and has the 14th highest 
university tuition and and fees — 
overall Virginia ranks 24th of to-
tal revenue raised.

At a fundraising and launch 
event last week, Virginia21 an-
nounced the formation of the 
Young Virginians Legislative Cau-
cus, a bipartisan group of the eight 
Virginia legislators currently under 
the age of 35.

The legislators in attendance 
at the launch last week said they 
supported efforts to increase the 
budget for financial aid, adding 
the measures would help the state’s 
overall economic stability.

Glen Sturtevant (R-Richmond), 
a freshman senator representing 
the state’s 10th district, said he 
thinks affordable higher education 
is vitally important.

“We’ve got to make sure that if 
you are a Virginian and you grow 
up here that you have an oppor-
tunity to go to a two or four-year 
public college or university and be 
able to afford it,” Sturtevant said.

In the election last month, Stur-
tevant’s platform focused on educa-
tion and his time on the Richmond 
school board.

Lamont Bagby (D-Henrico) 
said higher education funding at 
the state-level was at the top of his 
priority list going into this session.

“If you can address that it can 
help you address some other is-
sues,” Bagby said.

“Which is a very modest in-
crease and it’s obviously not where 
we eventually want to be, but it 
starts us moving in the right direc-
tion,” Calfee said.

Laura Bryant, VCU’s Virgin-
ia21 chapter president, said she is 
optimistic in youth oriented orga-
nization’s ability to create change 
in the state government.

“I strongly believe that  young 
people can make a difference in 
politics,” Bryant said in an email. 
“We can’t keep waiting and wish-
ing for generations before us to 
wake up and do what we ask them 
too we have to take what we want 
for ourselves.”

during UCI (Sept. 19-27)

during 2014-2015  
fiscal year (246 days)

during 2013-2014  
fiscal year (246 days)

$39,567 $90,432

$369,000 $653,054

unknown $727,629

AMOUNT SPENT ON 
OVERTIME

Va21 pushes for 
state-backed aid 
increases

MEGAN CORSANO
Contributing Writer

The VCU Medical Center was 
re-verified as a Level I Trauma 
Center. It is the only hospital in 
Virginia to be verified in adult, pe-
diatric, and burn trauma care.

This distinction is held by only 
five of the 14 trauma centers in 
Virginia. The VCU Medical Cen-
ter first received this distinction 
in 1981.

Beth Broeing, the Trauma Pro-
gram Manager at the VCU Medi-
cal Center, defines trauma care as 
the immediate care of anyone who 
has sustained traumatic injuries, ei-
ther minor or severe. 

“We operate under a triage sys-
tem to ensure the right care in the 
right amount of time, because time 
is of the essence in these critical 
situations,” Broeing said. “At the 
center, we ensure that we have all 
the necessary resources available 24 
hours a day, seven days a week. The 
most defining characteristic of our 
program is the organizational com-
mitment that VCU has made to all 
aspects of care.”

The designation process is vol-
untary at the request of the hospital 
and is meant to “identify those hos-
pitals that will make a commitment 
to provide a higher level of care for 
the multiple injured patients and 
who welcome public acknowledg-
ment of that capability,” accord-
ing to the Virginia Department of 
Health. 

The American Trauma Society 
website states that a Level I Trauma 
Center is “capable of providing total 
care for every aspect of injury – from 
prevention through rehabilitation.”

The society outlines the re-
quirements needed for Level I 

recognition, including 24-hour 
in-house coverage by general 
surgeons, prompt availability of 
care in specialties, incorporating 
a comprehensive quality assess-
ment program, providing continu-
ing education of the trauma team 
members and meeting a minimum 
requirement for an annual volume 
of severely injured patients, to 
name a few.

On top of providing a compre-
hensive program for immediate 
trauma care, the Trauma Center 
prides itself on their community 
engagement and injury prevention 
programs. These efforts extend 
their reach beyond the hospital, 
getting involved with the Rich-
mond community to work towards 
less trauma injuries from the start.

“The most outstanding aspect 
of our center is the commitment 
we have from so many resources to 

make sure our patients are imme-
diately cared for, as well as ways for 
us to constantly be improving our 
techniques,” Broeing said. 

The Virginia Trauma Center 
bases their standards for assessment 
off of the criteria provided by the 
American College of Surgeons and 
the American College of Emergen-
cy Physicians. There are five des-
ignated levels overall, with Level 
I trauma centers defined as having 
“adequate depth of resources and 
personnel with the capability of 
providing leadership, education, 
research, and system planning,” as 
stated in the Virginia Trauma Cen-
ter Designation Manual.  

The Trauma Center at the VCU 
Medical Center is a collaboration 
of the Evan-Haynes Burn Center, 
the Pediatric Trauma Center, the 
Children’s Hospital of Richmond 
at VCU, the Department of Emer-

gency Medicine, the Department 
of Neurosurgery, the Department 
of Orthopedic Surgery, the De-
partment of Physical Medicine 
and Rehabilitation and the De-
partment of Radiology, according 
to their website.

“The most outstanding aspect 
of our center is the commitment 
we have from so many resources to 
make sure our patients are imme-
diately cared for, as well as ways for 
us to constantly be improving our 
techniques,” Broeing said.

The other Level I Trauma Cen-
ters in Virginia include the Carilion 
Roanoke Memorial Hospital, the 
Inova Fairfax Hospital, the Sentara 
Norfolk General Hospital and the 
University of Virginia Health Sys-
tems in Charlottesville.

Medical Center re-verified for Level I Trauma

Only five of the 14 trama centers in Virginia are Level I.
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FADEL ALLASSAN
Staff Writer 

The Student Government as-
sociation is asking VCU Parking 
& Transportation to make the 
Bowe Street Parking Deck exclu-
sive to permit holders at all times.

On Nov. 30, the SGA senate 
unanimously passed a resolution 
condemning a policy enacted in 
fall 2015 allowing members with-
out a permit to park in the deck 
during men’s basketball games. 
According to VCU Parking, the 
policy is intended to accommo-
date the high demand for parking 
near the Siegel Center, which has 
sold out its more than 7,000 seats 
for 70 consecutive men’s basket-
ball games.

“This issue is less about conve-
nience and more about how the 
new policy affects the safety and 
educational environment of the 
students,” said sophomore Sen-
ate Vice-Chair. Sarah Kilmon, 
SG-4. “They didn’t think about 
how this policy would affect per-

mit holders and didn’t allow for 
any feedback for students to raise 
their concerns before the policy 
was enacted.”

The 440-space deck is lo-
cated next to the Sports Medi-
cine Building, Siegel Center and 
School of the Arts. Students, 
faculty and staff can purchase a 
6-month parking permit for $350 
or a 5-month permit for $202.

“We pay $700 a year so we 
don’t have to move our car 
around, so to kick us out over 10 
times and give us specific hours to 
move our car back and forth that 
are strict and inconvenient is ri-
diculous,” said Taylor DeGroat, a 
sophomore who holds a permit to 
the deck. “If parking really wants 
to do this than they owe us the 
money that we paid for the con-
venience of having parking.”

In addition to passing a resolu-
tion, senate representatives sent a 
letter to officials at VCU voicing 
concerns about the policy. The 
letter included three alternatives 
that they believe could satisfy 

both those with passes and those 
who need to park for games.

One of the options asks VCU 
Parking & Transportation to of-
fer subscribers of the Bowe Street 
deck a reduced rate over those 
who pay to park elsewhere, since 
other parking decks do not have 
the same policy.

Another option asks the sub-
scribers of the parking deck be 
given the option to park in places 
that may be closer to their hous-
ing through zoning permits or the 
option to park in other garages. 

In the third option, the SGA asks 
VCU Parking & Transportation 
to completely remove the policy 
and offer VCU basketball specta-
tors an alternate location. 

As of Dec. 4, parking had not 
responded to the SGA’s request. 
VCU Parking & Transportation 
sent a statement to the Common-
wealth Times saying they plan to 
respond imminently.

“We aim to provide all of our 
subscribers with lot or deck park-
ing options that best suits their 
needs; however, parking is in 
great demand around both of our 
campuses and at some times of 
the year (for construction, special 
events, emergencies, safety),” the 
VCU Parking & Transportation 
statement read. “We may ask our 
subscribers to temporarily relo-
cate to an alternate parking facil-
ity. We have received feedback 
from the SGA regarding student 
concerns and will be addressing 
these concerns via a formal re-
sponse by Dec. 7.”

SGA passes resolution to keep Bowe Street 
Parking Deck exclusive to permit holders

They didn’t 
think about 
how this policy 

would affect permit 
holders and didn’t allow 
for any feedback for 
students to raise their 
concerns before the 
policy was enacted. 

— SARAH KILMON
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MARCUS BLACKWELL
Staff Writer

The Lady Rams hosted two 
impressive home games at the 
Siegel Center this past week 
where they faced off against Fur-
man University on Nov. 29 and 
University of North Carolina at 
Wilmington on Dec. 2.

The Rams got off to a slow 
start against Wilmington in the 
first quarter with things moving 
slow offensively.

UNCW took advantage and 
edged a three-point lead going 
into the second quarter, 13-10. 
VCU’s stifling defense held 
Wilmington to just eight points 
in the second quarter and were 
able to gain a three-point lead go-
ing into the half of a low-scoring 
affair.

VCU came out in the sec-
ond half with a strong 11-0 run 
to break the game open. Se-
nior Adaeze Alaeze was able to 
heat up, scoring 11 of her career 
high 22 points.

Junior Camille Calhoun had 
another good outing for the 
Rams, scoring 12 and grabbing 
five boards. Just as the story 
has been in the previous Ram 
victories, the second-half defense 
ended up being too much for their 
opponents. 

UNC Wilmington was held 

to shooting a mere 32 percent 
from the field. The offense also 
ran smoothly as junior Ashlee 
Mitchell contributed a team-high 
six assists. 

Alaeze felt that teamwork, 
although it may seem basic, has 
been the key to their success. 

“Our chemistry is great,” 
Alaeze said. “Having a group 
of girls that we’re all willing to 
grind for, you’ll be willing to 
work through anything to get the 
win.”

VCU welcomed the Furman 
Paladins, who came in with just 
one loss on the year on the Sat-
urday after Thanksgiving. Both 
teams began the game with high 
energy and their defenses being 
the story early, as neither squad 
was able to get comfortable of-
fensively.  

The first quarter ended with 
VCU leading with a score of 17-
13. The second quarter was much 
the same, although the Rams 
were more successful at getting 
the lid off the basketball and 
starting to get it going offensively. 

The Rams defense, led by 
Alaeze, had five steals on the 
night, making it hard for Furman 
to score all through the first half. 
VCU limited Furman to shoot-
ing 8-of-24 from the field as they 
went into the locker rooms with a 
seven-point lead, 31-24. 

In the second half VCU 
was able to pull away from the 
Paladins with a dominant per-
formance on the offensive and 
defensive end. The Lady Rams 
only allowed nine points in the 
third quarter while doubling that 
total on their end. Junior Ashley 
Pegram shined in the second half 
as she scored a season-high 16 
points in twelve minutes off of 
the bench.  VCU’s scoring was 
well-balanced as 10 Rams were 
able to put points on the score-
board. 

Junior Isis Thorpe also came 
up big offensively contributing 
14 points. VCU’s bench put in 
38 points compared to just 10 
from Furman, and the defense 
forced 21 turnovers. The game 
ended with another VCU blowout 
67-45. 

Head Coach Beth O’Boyle was 
proud of the way the team used 
their depth and played unselfishly 
to get the win. 

“Our depth is one of the 
biggest pieces of our success,” 
O’Boyle said. “We can shuffle 
players in and not lose any in-
tensity and also keep the tempo. 
We’re excited we got this one 
done, ready to move on to Wilm-
ington.”

 VCU will play Arizona State 
University this Saturday in the 
Arizona State Classic.

Stat of the Week
Adaeze Alaeze led the Lady Rams 
with 22 points against UNCW.

Lady Rams back 
to their winning 
ways

ZACH JOACHIM
Contributing Writer

Men’s basketball’s historic run 
to the Final Four in 2011 was 
driven by unyielding heart and 
collective passion. This mentality 
was not exclusive to Shaka Smart 
and his men on the court; it was 
and remains to this day the spirit 
of the VCU community.

Since the Cinderella story, the 
VCU brand has skyrocketed in 
notoriety. Many Rams exemplify 
the character behind the recent 
success, but perhaps none more 
so than Scott Day. 

Day, a former assistant admin-
istrative director for athletic com-
munication, departed last week 
for a position at the University of 
Richmond after nine years with 
VCU.  

“It was a tough decision 
because I have so much heart for 
VCU,” Day said. “I will always be 
a part of the VCU family.”

Since he took over athletic 
communications in 2009, Day 
has seen the department’s website 
traffic grow to more than 300 
percent and the social media 
engagement grow more than 700 
percent. 

“Across the board, our brand 

has grown unbelievably,” Day 
said. “It is honestly incomparable 
to when I arrived here in 2006. 
It’s a totally different world. 
Then, you could really only go 
to local bookstores to get VCU 
merchandise. Now, it’s all over 
the place.” 

Day began his time at VCU as 
the primary contact for women’s 
soccer, baseball and track and 
field. He did not take long to 
climb up the ranks, assuming 
contact duties for 14 of the de-
partment’s 16 sports at one point. 

When asked what stood out 
the most to him in his experience 
with the Black and Gold, Day 
praised VCU’s student athletes.

“I loved every single day, 
because I got to do what I loved 
every single day,” he said. “Obvi-
ously all the success with the 
brand centers around the Final 
Four, but getting to work with 
and see the growth of student 
athletes across the board was 
what I really enjoyed the most.” 

Day’s reputation has grown 
alongside VCU’s. His now-for-
mer colleagues acknowledge the 
transition of the program since 
Day has been at VCU.  

“Not only is Scott on top 
and ahead of the game with his 
vision, it is clear to see his team 
and people respect and value his 
ideas,” said Wes McElroy of Fox 
Sports 910. “His department is 
by far the best and most person-
able I’ve worked with in all my 
years around college athletics.” 

Day has parlayed his success at 
VCU into a similar but larger-
scale role at U of R. 

“I was looking for different 
challenges,” Day said when asked 
what lured him uptown. “I’ll 
be taking on more marketing 
and branding opportunities and 
expanding my resume, while my 
family and I get to stay in the city 
we love.”

FADEL ALLASSAN
Staff Writer

With the fall season now behind them, the 
golf team is looking ahead to a spring season, 
which they hope will produce an appearance in 
NCAA tournament final. 

After what Head Coach Matt Ball consid-
ered a poor start, the Rams closed the fall with 
one third place finish. 

“I would have liked to have started better, 
they came back to school playing terrible after 
probably one of the best summers of individual 
competitive golf they’ve had,” Ball said. “They 
were really playing lousy but over the course of 
the semester they got better and better.”  

The Rams placed sixth, eighth, ninth and 
third in their respective tournaments this sea-
son. For seniors Steffan Harm and Adam Ball, 
the spring season is the last ride. Harm, who 
hails from Gerlingen, Germany, said he hopes 
the team can live up to the high aspirations the 
seniors have placed on them. 

“Our goal this coming semester is to make 
it to the NCAA finals,” Harm said. “I think 
this year we probably have the best chance that 
we’ve had since I’ve been here.” 

Coach Ball’s team began the season on 
Sept. 21 at the Janney VCU Shootout, a two-
day weekend invitational in Richmond. At the 
shootout, they earned a sixth place finish be-
hind champions James Madison University and 
runners-up East Carolina University and the 
University of North Carolina at Greensboro. 

Ball and Harm were the highest individual 
finishers from VCU at the 54-hole tourna-
ment. Ball, a Richmond native, finished 
3-under with a score of 213 points, enough to 
tie for fifth place. Harm tied for 18th place by 
finishing 3-over with 219 points. 

A week later, the team traveled more than 
900 miles to Burlington, Iowa to compete in 
the Golfwater Conference Challenge, where 
863 points saw the team finish in eighth place 
as the University of Iowa won the title. Ball fell 
two spots in the leaderboard on the final day to 
finish 5-under in a tie for 10th place as VCU’s 

highest ranked finisher. VCU’s second highest 
finisher, Junior Jamie Clare was 4-under which 
tied for 13th place.

The Rams’ next test, at the Bank of Tennes-
see at Blackthorn, had two opponents finish 
the fall season in the national rankings, No. 17 
Pennsylvania State University and No. 24 Uni-
versity of Virginia. The tournament was held in 
Jonesborough, Tennessee on Oct. 11. Ball and 
Harm led the way for VCU, tying for 17th and 
27th respectively to earn the team a 9th place 
finish. Penn State took home the trophy at the 
invitational while U.Va., the highest ranked 
team in Virginia, finished fourth.

The Rams saw their best tournament finish 
of the fall at the Elon Phoenix Invitational 
in Burlington, North Carolina. The Rams 
finished 9-over in third place, watching on as 
ECU took home the prize, finishing 19-under 
and well above the competition.

The Bridgestone Golf Collegiate was VCU’s 

Scott Day leaves for SpidersAfter shaky fall season, golf 
looks ahead to spring
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Our depth 
is one of 
the biggest 

pieces of our success. 
We can shuffle 
players in and not 
lose any intensity 
and also keep the 
tempo. We’re excited 
we got this one done 
ready to move on to 
Wilmington.

— BETH O’BOYLE

Isis Thorpe scored 14 against Furman and 8 against UNC Wilmington VCU improved their record to 6-1 after a three game win streak.

Scott Day heading to UofR

VCU Men’s golf  placed sixth, eighth, ninth and third in their respective tournaments 
this season. 
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Our goal this coming 
semester is to make 
it to the NCAA finals 

… I think this year we probably 
have the best chance that 
we’ve had since I’ve been here.

— STEFFAN HARM

final fall tournament, the team finished in 6th 
place in Greensboro, North Carolina as No. 
22 Purdue University and No. 16 University 
of North Carolina at Chapel Hill finished first 
and second respectively. The Rams finished 
5-over with 869 points. Harm led the way for 
VCU finishing 1-under with 215 points while 
Clare and Ball also finished in the top 20. 

The Rams open the spring season on Feb. 
22 in the Atlantic 10 Match Play Champion-
ship in Florida. 
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Am I wrong for not want-
ing to let go the last sports icon 
of my childhood? After Kobe, 
there is no professional athlete 
I can deem my favorite. When 
Kobe was persecuted, so was I. 
When Kobe was winning, so 
was I. When Kobe limped to 
the free throw line with a torn 
Achilles, I too grimaced from 
the pain of watching my slain 
idol go down with a gruesome 
injury. The game of basketball 
will never be the same for me 
in that regard, but slowly, I’m 
accepting the fact that there is 

beauty to it all. The time has 
come for new memories, new 
players to marvel over, but none 
will ever take the place of Kobe 
in my eyes. 

The 17-time All-Star, five-
time NBA Champion and 
Olympic gold medalist will go 
down as one of the best to ever 
do it, none will argue against it. 
In his prime, Kobe dominated 
all who had the audacity to go 
toe-to-toe against him. Bolster-
ing impeccable numbers and 
single-game efforts young hoop-
ers only dream of accomplish-
ing. Numbers no 2K created-
player could even accomplish. 

The 18-year-old Kobe Bry-
ant came into the league young, 
immature and raw. But he never 
backed down from a challenge. 
On May 12, 1997, in Game 5 of 
the Western Conference semifi-
nals, rookie Kobe Bryant got his 
first chance at starting his legacy. 
With the game on the line and 
the Lakers season in his hand, 
Kobe fired away four critical 
airballs in his attempt to close 
the game in the fourth quarter 
and win the game in overtime. 
Those airballs lost the Lakers the 
chance to advance in the playoffs, 
ultimately losing to Karl Malone 
and John Stockton’s Utah Jazz. 

At Bryant’s young age, it was 
unprecedented for someone of 
his caliber to take those shots 
at that pivotal moment of the 
game, but the young star did 
not shy away, and that game was 
the catalyst for the relentless 
competitor we know some 20 
years later. 

Kobe teamed up with Shaq 
and the Lakers would go on to 
win three-consecutive NBA 
Championships from 2000-02. 
Acknowledged as the best big 
man-little man duo to ever hit 
the hardwood, Shaq and Kobe 
were unbeatable to any other 
team standing in their way 
— their downfall came from 
within. 

The 2003-04 season would 
forever change the Laker cul-
ture and the way many viewed 
Bryant. The accused rape case 
damaged Kobe’s image, los-
ing all of his endorsements and 
marriage for the time. The beef 
between him and Shaq had 
also begun to tamper with the 
relationship with the dynamic 
duo both on and off the court. 
As Shaq left to the Miami 
Heat, Kobe’s reaction, only to 
post some of the most remark-
able numbers the league has 
ever seen. 

Amidst his trial, Kobe 
continued to play basketball, 
relinquishing a full on attack 
on opposing defenders as his 
emotions were let out on the 
court and his first love, the 
game of basketball. Kobe went 
on a streak of nine consecutive 
games of at-least 40 points. His 
relentless abandon to the rim 
impressed all who couldn’t un-
derstand how someone whose 
world looked to be coming to 

an end could bottle up his anger 
and physically abuse the rim 
with dunk after dunk. 

Two more championships 
would follow Kobe in 2009 and 
2010. The ’10 season being his 
most memorable as his Lakers 
finally defeated the Big Three 
of Allen, Paul Pierce and Kevin 
Garnett in the finals after losing 
in 2008 to the Celtics in a hor-
rid 39-point loss in Game 6. 

Although Kobe will not 
reach Michael Jordan’s num-
ber of six championships, the 
comparisons between the two 
have been well documented 

throughout the years, as Kobe 
modeled most of his moves 
behind the greatest to ever play 
the game. Now the 37-year-old 
Kobe Bryant has to live with his 
accomplishments and acknowl-
edge his struggling Lakers will 
not provide a final title run. 

The past three injury-laden 
seasons will not be heralded as 
Kobe’s best, but his toughest 
and most adversity filled experi-
ences of his life. The toll the 
game has put on his body has 
finally worn the fierce competi-
tor down and the time has come 
for him to put his sweet fade-
away jumper to rest. 

What Kobe has done for the 
game since his rookie season in 
1996, has been superior to any 
other player in the past decade. 
When Jordan retired, Kobe 
quickly picked up the baton and 
carried the NBA on his shoul-
ders for 20 years. 

His determination, will to 
win and overall moxie on the 
court will be treasured and 
honored by all who pick up a 
basketball in the future. For 
this, Kobe, I too owe you a 
letter, a letter to exemplify the 
impact you have had on my life. 
For you showed a 6-year old 
boy what it was like to win a 
championship. You showed me 
the passion and work ethic it 
takes to achieve anything I want 
going forward. You’ve placed a 
mental arena in my mind, that 
whenever I pick up a basketball 
and begin my crossover dribble 
the same way you have done 
over the years that I too have 
the ability to get past the imagi-
nary defender in my way. 

As I begin my shooting mo-
tion, eyes set at the back of the 
rim, arms raised with my elbows 
shoulder-length apart, the 
mental countdown in my head 
begins to go off. I see myself in 
the Staples Center, thousands of 
fans fixated on my every move 
in exasperation for the result 
of my shot attempt. With time 
winding down — 3… 2… 1 — 
my shot is released and as I wait 
on the outcome of the twirling 
basketball in direction to the 
rim, your name, ‘Kobe’ is ut-
tered from my lips. 

5

ADVERTISEMENT

ERIKA ROBINSON
Contributing writer

VCU’s men’s basketball traveled to 
Murfreesboro, Tennessee, as the 5-2 
Rams looked to add to their two game 
winning-streak against Middle Tennes-
see State on Dec. 2. VCU was able to 
hold off an athletic Blue Raiders attack, 
winning 62-56. 

The Rams were led by senior shoot-
ing guard, Melvin Johnson who has 
continued his efficient shooting. John-
son led all scorers and finished with 19 
points on the night to go alongside four 
rebounds and five assists. Though John-
son went 4-12 from the 3-point line, 
he placed himself in elite company as 
he made his 200th career 3-pointer for 
VCU. Other notable Rams to accom-
plish that feat of 200 3-pointers include; 
Troy Daniels (251), Treveon Graham 
(200) and Joey Rodriguez (211). 

The first half was a battle as neither 
side could keep a sound lead. Both 
teams started the game 0-7 from the 
field before junior forward Ahmed 
Hamdy-Mohammed gave the Rams 
their first points as he went 2-2 at the 
charity stripe. 

With a slow start to the second half 
as well, the Blue Raiders gave the Rams 
all they could handle, but Johnson 
ignited the Rams by hitting a much 
needed 3-pointer, followed by senior 
guard Korey Billbury’s 3-pointer on 
the next possession with 5:01 left in the 
game to put the Rams on top 50-49. 
Five of Billbury’s 11 points came in the 
last 1:50.   

The Blue Raiders kept the game 
close behind senior forward, Darnell 
Harris, who had 17 points and junior 
forward Reggie Upshaw, who contrib-
uted a double-double with 15 points and 
12 rebounds; however, they could not 
overcome the Rams’ defensive pressure 
to close the game. Head Coach Will 
Wade’s press saved the day, as the Rams 
caused 17 turnovers and out-rebounded 
the Blue Raiders 47-42. 

A Tennessee native, junior point 
guard JeQuan Lewis contributed 14 
points and three assists in his homecom-
ing. Billbury finished the night with 11 
points and seven rebounds. 

The Rams look to continue their 
success as their next game will be in 
Atlanta, Georgia when take on Atlantic 
Coast Conference’s Florida State on 
Dec. 6, at 2 p.m. 

Fading Away:
the final tour of Laker 
legend Kobe Bryant

Rams edge out MTSU
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Bryant is third in the all-time scoring list with 32,748 points.
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in 1941, Pearl Harbor was 
bombed by Japanese air forces, 
bringing the U.S. to war.

On this day...

AUSTIN WALKER
Spectrum Editor

—continued from page 1

duo’s performance from the 
original was the addition of 
several scores that were created 
after the original movies. One 
of these, “Ceres,” composed by 
Mark-Anthony Turnage, was 
created in 2005 as a testament to 
the awe of large, slowly-moving 
celestial objects.

“Imagine the impact of an 
asteroid on a planet, like Earth, 
and the damage it would cause,” 
Myssyk said. “The music tries to 
depict that, in a sense. It’s quite 
apocalyptic in essence.”

Myssyk said he was pleased to 
find the students didn’t struggle 
with the new music, compared 
to the original compositions like 

“Princess Leia’s Theme” and “The 
Imperial March,” which he said 
are in their generation’s blood.

“The way (the students) got 
invested in performing those 

pieces was phenomenal,” Myssyk 
said. “It really feels like they own 
the music.”

Myssyk said he sees the 
students naturally connect with 
the music the same way a Ger-
man symphony connects with 
Beethoven or Bach.

Myssyk also dismissed the 
idea that the music wasn’t impor-
tant to the students’ learning be-
cause of it being the soundtrack 
to a series of science-fiction mov-
ies. He said it was his job as the 
department’s director to expose 
his students to a range of musical 
styles and influences.

“Frankly, to work on the music 
of Williams for me has been re-
ally enlightening,” Myssyk said. 
“These are real classics from the 
20th century, when you think 
about it. There’s no way to be so 
snobbish about that kind of mu-
sic, because it’s really well done 
and extremely well-crafted.”

Ramen Adventure at 
Spiral Noodle

Shaferbird Feature
Shafer Bird is part of the Mesh Media Network, a division of VCU Student Media. The Shafer Bird 
team works to bring the VCU community menu updates and original content, including reviews of 
on- and off-campus restaurants. www.shaferbird.com

“With the head chief 
and several members of 
management hailing from 
Hong Kong, Spiral Noodle 
has an authentic relationship 
with the fresh ingredients 
and traditional methods with 
which they craft their cuisine.”

— GRANT SMITH

A bowl of ramen at Spiral Noodle.
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VCU, Norfolk Governor’s School for the 
Arts perform an otherworldly Star Wars set

Norfolk Governor’s School for the Arts and VCU students perform at the Singleton center.

On the left, Emily Nesbitt and Hayleigh Wilson of the VCU 
Music department pose with lightsabers before the concert.

The show featured added compositions from the original  
score of the movie score.

Actors from the theatre department perform a scene from “It’s a Wonderful Life.”

ADRIEL VELAZQUEZ
Contributing Writer

TheatreVCU brought “It’s a 
Wonderful Life” — one of the most 
iconic holiday movies of all time — 
to the W.E. Singleton Center for 
Performing Arts as a live radio play 
from Dec. 3-6. 

The original script by Joe Landry 
is meant for five actors, but the VCU 
production included eleven faces on 
stage because it was the final project 
of a 491: Special Topics class.

“Instead of a band of five ‘ce-
lebrities’ we also have the slightly 
off-center crew that exposes the 
working environment of the radio 
studio which, visually, is a lot of 
fun to watch,” said director Alex 
Burkart, an undergraduate who in-
structs directing, voiceover and radio 
drama at VCU.

The cast includes Patrick Bello, 
Billy Borst, Annabelle Bradstreet, 

Andrew Colletti, Anne Forbes, Ra-
chel Hindman, Riley MacIsaac, Ben 
Miller, DJ Powell, Sean Pugerude, 
Miranda Tower and TJ Vinsavich. 

The film version of “It’s a Won-
derful Life” first hit movie theaters 
in 1946 and was directed by Frank 
Capra. The film was based on the 
short story “The Greatest Gift” by 
Philip Van Doren Stern and starred 
James Stewart as George Bailey, a 
man who wishes he had never been 

born only to learn how many lives he 
has changed and how they would be 
different if he was never there. 

Initially, the movie was poorly 
received by critics and did not fare 
well at the box office. It is now con-
sidered a classic holiday film thanks 
to multiple reruns on television since 
the 1970s. 

Joe Landry adapted the movie 
into a live radio play that offers an 
interesting twist on the story.

“Live radio play is a style of the-
atre that is done with actors standing 
primarily at microphones using voice 
acting techniques and being backed 
up with music and foley sound ef-
fects to create both atmosphere and 
audible action,” Burkart said. 

Radio plays were initially 
developed in the 1920s and within 
a decade achieved widespread 
popularity. By the 1940s, they were 
the leading choice in international 
popular entertainment.

The performance usually had no 
visual component and depended on 
dialogue, music and sound effects to 
help the listener imagine the charac-
ters and story.

The popularity of radio plays de-
clined sharply with the invention of 
the television in the 1950s, however, 
and the art form never regained the 
large audiences it once had.

Radio play survives in the mod-

ern world, but mostly through the 
internet rather than listened to over 
terrestrial or satellite radio. 

“Modeled after the popularity of 
radio entertainment in the ’40s and 
’50s, this play is set in a radio studio 
during the Christmas season of 
1946,” Burkart said. “(Which is) also 
the year It’s a Wonderful Life hit 
movie screens.” 

Interestingly, the original film 
was adapted for radio in 1947 at 
the height of radio’s popularity, and 
played on Lux Radio Theater. It was 
then broadcast on the Screen Guild 
Theater twice, in 1947 and 1951.

James Stewart and Donna Reed, 
the stars of the film, reprised their 
roles for all three radio productions. 

“As a director, this has been a re-
ally fun project to work on,” Burkart 
said. “The production is a perfect 
way to celebrate the holiday season, 
and delivers the important message 
that all of us are so important to 
each other’s lives.”

Burkart encourages everyone 
to see this and other productions 
by Theatre VCU in the coming 
semester. 

“Theatre VCU shows are defi-
nitely worth checking out,” Burkart 
said. “The support they provide to 
develop the independent artists is 
absolutely fueling the future leaders 
of the theatre community.”

It’s a Wonderful Life: A Live Radio 
Play on stage by Theatre VCU

Instead of a 
band of five 
‘celebrities’ we 

also have the slightly off-
center crew that exposes 
the working environment 
of the radio studio, which, 
visually, is a lot of fun to 
watch.

— ALEX BURKART
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A crowd gathers on Broad St. outside of the National. Nationally-renowned bands came to 
Richmond to perform at the holiday-themed concert series.

KRISTEN LAIR-BAKER
Contributing Writer

Richmond’s holiday celebra-
tion this year came in the form of 
a concert series featuring artists 
including Panic! At the Disco and 

Twenty-One Pilots.
iHeartRadio Richmond is host-

ing a seven-night concert series, 
“Miracle on Broad Street,” less 
than two miles from campus at the 
National.

The first night opened with Elle 

King, a singer/songwriter from 
Ohio, who is most famously known 
for her song “Ex’s & Oh’s.” When 
asked what inspired her music, 
King said getting broken up with, 
drinking and things going on in 
her life.

Other popular artists who pre-
viously participated in the iHeart 
Radio event include Twenty-One 
Pilots and Panic! At the Disco. The 
concerts were both sold out days 
before they took place.

“Miracle on Broad Street: Night 
Five” will occur on Dec. 11, with 
a performance by Third Eye Blind 
followed by City and Colour the 
following evening.

Third Eye Blind is an Ameri-
can rock band that was formed 
in 1993 and is known for their 
songs “Semi-Charmed Life” and 
“Jumper,” and their most recent al-
bum (2015) is called “Dopamine.” 
Since the ’90s, Third Eye Blind has 
sold more than 12 million records 
worldwide.

“City and Colour” is the alias 
for the Canadian singer/songwriter 
Dallas Green. The name City and 
Colour comes from his own name, 
Dallas being a city and Green 
being a color. He performs his 
own written songs accompanied 
by other Canadian indie and rock 
musicians. 

“I’ve got a lot going on in my 
head when it comes to songs, I hear 
a lot of ideas, and that’s how I’m 
always going to approach it,” Green 
said.

The seventh and final perfor-
mance will take place on Dec. 14 
with the band Nathaniel Rateliff & 
The Night Sweats. Rateliff, known 
for his folksy, pensive songwrit-
ing, created a soulful R&B combo 
when he formed the band in 2013. 
They released their first album last 
August, which received positive 
reviews from critics of the Folk 
genre.

“The album is full of the ghosts 
of songwriting greats like Otis 
Redding, Chuck Berry and Van 
Morrison, and sounds like it should 
establish Rateliff as the breakneck 
bar brawler of the new soul move-
ment,” said Harriet Gibstone from 
The Guardian.

Third Eye Blind, City and Colour, Nathaniel Rateliff and The 
Nightsweats wrap up XL 102’s “Miracle on Broad Street”

SAMUEL GOODRICH
Contributing Writer

For some VCU students, 
discarded bits of microfilm lost 
in the library’s Special Collec-
tions and Archives can create 
art, while for others, research-
ing computer simulations of 
tooth mobility can provide in-
sight for improved dental care.

Dedicated students across 
different majors are trying to 
get works like these recognized 
outside their fields with Auctus 
— the Journal of Undergradu-
ate Research and Creative 
Scholarship.

Auctus is a free service 
to encourage undergraduate 
research and creative expression 
by allowing students to submit 
research papers, personal ar-
ticles and mediums such as film 
and paintings for publication.

Herbert Hill, director of 
Undergraduate Research at 
VCU, was one of the faculty 
who helped get Auctus off the 
ground.

“I was initially approached 
by a group of students who 
wanted to start a student-run 
undergraduate research jour-
nal,” Hill said, “they were 
prepared to take ownership of it 
and committed to making the 
journal sustainable.”

Hill said he believes ar-
chiving student research is just 
as important as archiving any 
research.

“The goal is to share new 
knowledge and disseminate 
information so that our soci-
ety progresses and human life 
improves,” Hill said.

One way Auctus has helped 
this peer-reviewed research 
gain recognition is through 
the website, which digitally 
archives the student works. 

Looking through the ar-
chives, users can see a wide va-

riety of submitted works, with 
many leaning in the direction 
of STEM-based fields.

Another supporter of Auctus 
is Jacqueline Smith-Mason, 
associate dean and director of 
undergraduate research at the 
Honors College.

“A lot of times, students 
do research for their papers, 
turn them in for a grade and 
it ends there,” Mason said. 
“But the point of research is to 
synthesize, and that’s what the 
students at Auctus are doing.”

According to Smith-Mason 
the peer-review aspect of the 
publication process is useful to 
students as well.

“The students are the ones 
soliciting pieces for the jour-
nal,” Smith-Mason said. “It 
helps them with editing and 
leadership positions, which are 
needed to run a publication.”

Many student-staff members 
have gone to undergraduate 
research conferences to describe 
their experience with starting 
and maintaining a student-run 
journal.

Auctus takes submissions 
year-round and is currently 
looking for new staff members. 
More information can be found 
on their website.

“The work that the Auctus 
staff has done and the scholar-
ship that our students have 
published have certainly made 
an impression.” Hill said.

Auctus provides platform 
for student research, art

The goal is 
to share new 
knowledge and 

diseminate information 
so that our society 
progresses and human 
life improves.

— HERBERT HILL
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SOPHIA BELLETTI
Staff Writer

International artist Nir Evron 
was in residence at VCU’s depart-
ment of photography and film this 
semester, and completed his solo 
project “Projected Claims”.

“Projected Claims” is at The 
Depot Gallery from Nov. 6 
through Jan. 17, 2016. This exhibi-
tion explores the intersections of 
history, culture, politics, identity, 
religion and shifting borders with 
a primary focused on Israel and 
sites of conflict.

“Projected Claims” includes 
selections from “Threshold” 
seven black and white photo-
based inkjet prints and three video 
installations: “In Virgin Land,” 
“Oriental Arch” and “A Free Mo-
ment.” 

Evron shot this series in 
Rawabi, a Palestinian city under 
development in the West Bank. 
Evron’s photographs layer double 
exposures of windows and door-
ways of the city’s buildings under 

construction. 
Evron’s focus on architectural 

thresholds echoes the fragile status 
of the city itself on the threshold 
of existence, and demonstrates the 
artist’s mastery of film, video and 
photography -- combining techni-
cal craft with rigorous conceptual 
exploration. 

This is Evron’s largest solo 
exhibition in the United States 
and is currently on display at The 
Depot. Evron lives in Tel Aviv, 
Israel. He received his BFA in 
photography and media from 
Bezalel Academy in Jerusalem and 
his MFA from the Slade School of 
Art in London. Since 2007, he has 
been a professor of photography at 
Bezalel.

Evron had solo exhibitions at 
LAXART in Los Angeles, the 
Center for Contemporary Art in 
Tel Aviv and Herzeliya Museum 
of Contemporary Art, among 
other venues. His work has been 
included in group exhibitions at 
venues such as The Israel Museum 
in Jerusalem and Neuberger Mu-

seum of Art, and he has also been 
included in many international 
exhibitions.

“Having Nir here has been a 
tremendous influence and a contri-
bution to the general, intellectual 
and creative environment,” said 
Sasha Waters Freyer, the VCU 
Department Chair of Photography 
and Film. “Because he brings this 
international perspective, because 
VCUArts has this long standing 
relationship with the Middle East, 
in terms with our campus in Qatar, 
it’s really nice to have some-
one from a different part of the 
Middle-East to come and be part 
of the community here.” 

“He’s been terrific and I know 
he’s been very engaged with our 
students and I recommended stu-
dents who were not in his classes 
go speak with him and show him 
work,” Evron said. “So I think 
personally I think he’s a really 
wonderful, accomplished artist 
and working at a high conceptual 
level.” 

Israel’s Nir Evron brings perspective to Photo, Film department

TAYLOR KNIGHT
Contributing Writer

VCU Cinema is teaming up 
with Girls Rock RVA to cre-
ate a informational video for the 
nonprofit’s cause with the goal of 
empowering women and LGBT 
youth and get them to collaborate 
in a safe environment.

Spearheaded in 2010, Girls 
Rock RVA is a nonprofit whose 
mission is to “facilitate a space in 
Richmond that empowers girls, 
gender non-conforming and trans 
youth to collaborate creatively in an 
environment of mutual respect and 
positive self-expression.”

Among other things, their 
mission statement manifests itself 
through teaching kids and teens 
to play instruments and to have 
confidence in themselves during a 
free weeklong summer camp.

Filming for the video took 
place on Dec. 5. The video focuses 
on what Girls Rock has done for 
the Richmond community and 
will feature “a mix of testimoni-

als, B-roll, and performance type 
of thing,” said Hajr Avant, VCU 
Cinema student and producer of 
the video.

Director of the video DeVonte 
Spurlock said the video is to be 
uploaded to the Girls Rock website 
to help the organization promote 
their activities.

“Girls Rock RVA plans on using 
this as a stepping stone to garner 
more funding for the camp since it 
is still a very small organization,” 
Spurlock said.

The video will be a visual aid to 
an online fundraiser for the organi-
zation beginning in January.

Last year Girls Rock raised 
$5,000 and were able to pay their 
camp counselors a stipend for 
their week’s work. This year the 
nonprofit’s goal is to cover the cost 
of camp which is about $7,500 to 
$8,000.

The organization would also 
like to raise funds for more and 
diverse instruments, outreach and a 
van to help girls who may not have 
transportation available to camp.

Outreach is a central part of 
Girls Rock method. 

“We want to make our services 
known and available to those who 
could really take advantage of a 
free summer camp,” representative 
Patty Conway said.

Girls Rock’s camp participants 
are given access to instruments of 
their choice. The camp consists 
of music and art lessons as well as 
various performances by local art-
ists. At the end of the week, camp-
ers participate in a showcase where 
they play their chosen instrument.

Every year Girls Rock RVA 
works in conjunction with the 
Richmond Public Library to create 
The Free Richmond Instrument 
Lending Library (FRILL) where 
girls ages 8 to 18 can check out in-
struments for free with their library 
card. The FRILL is open every 
other Saturday from now until July 
2016.

To see the video and learn more 
about Girls Rock RVA you can 
visit www.girlsrockrva.org/.

VCU Cinema creates promo video for Girls Rock RVA
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opinion — Monica Houston

No woman, no person should take advice from someone who doesn’t 
have to live with the consequences. Mind your damn business.“ “

Quote of the week

SGT. NICOLE DAILEY
Crime Prevention Unit

The holidays are a time of cheer, 
giving and “out with the old, in 
with the new” celebrations.  The 
sweet relief of being done with final 
exams, shopping, partying with 
friends and traveling throws even 
the most aware person into a tail-
spin of excitement. This can result 
in people being less aware of their 
surroundings and not as focused on 
safety. The VCU Police Depart-
ment knows all too well the hustle 
and bustle of the holidays and the 
fun that goes with them. We also 
know how to increase your chances 
of keeping plans successful — and 
safe — from criminal activity. 

While it’s “Tis the Season” for 
shopping, it is also the season for 
theft, robbery and fraud.  Many peo-
ple will shop online — making them 
a prime target of fraud. Criminals 
are looking to hack accounts and get 
your financial information. VCUPD 
suggests that online shoppers:

1. Use a secure Internet browser 
to ensure that personal information 
is safe guarded when being transmit-
ted.

2. NEVER provide your 
social security number or bank 
account number.

3. Utilize a Pay Pal account or 
credit card to make purchases. Avoid 
paying by check card. Check your 
monthly statement for errors or 
unauthorized charges.

4. Know the company’s privacy 
and refund policies.

While online shopping means 
no crowds and no lines, it also 
means tons of home deliveries.  A 
Grinch will steal your joy right 
from your doorstep.

While crimes of stolen packages 
are on the rise this time of year, there 
are precautions you can take to in-
sure grandma and grandpa get their 
gifts. There are ways to lessen your 
chances of becoming a victim.

Law enforcement recommends 
requiring a signature upon deliv-
ery and opting to have packages 
delivered to your job or an alternate 
location if you won’t be home. Some 
parcel companies even offer text and 
email notifications for easy tracking. 
After all, the delivery person may 
not be the only person to show an 
interest in your packages.

While most people want a bar-
gain, it’s suggested that they splurge 

a little and get packages insured. The 
extra security may help recover the 
cost of your items.

In any instance, should you 
find the Grinch visited you, file a 
police report and notify the ship-
per immediately.

The roads will be busy and the 
parking lots even more so. Unat-
tended vehicles become magnets for 
thieves.  Here are some tips to make 
sure your goods make the trip home 
for the holidays:

1. Use your trunk – never leave 
items in plain view. 

2. Visit home frequently – make a 
special trip to drop off big purchases 
or numerous items before continuing 
shopping.

3. Park in well-lit areas and travel 
with a buddy when shopping at 
night.

4. Be aware of your surround-
ings when entering and exiting your 
vehicle and parking spaces.

5. Avoid distractions by using 
hands- free devices.

6. Use a remote locking /unlock-
ing mechanism for car doors or have 
the key ready when approaching 
your vehicle.

7. Make sure the “Follow me 

Home” feature is set for your vehicle 
lights so your path will be lit when 
exiting your car.

Criminals are savvy and look for 
opportunities everywhere they go.  
VCU Police encourages you to use 
indoor ATM’s and to avoid large 
cash withdrawals. Also avoid the 
temptation to ditch your receipt at 
the machine. Do that at home.

Con artists are also on the 
prowl and hope to pull on your 
heart strings. Avoid the tug by 
only giving to charitable organiza-
tions you are familiar with. Verify 
the validity of organizations you 
do not know BEFORE donating 
to their cause.  Decline the door-to 
door solicitor and NEVER make 
donations over the phone. 

Safety is a priority and is neces-
sary to make sure you enjoy your 
holidays. It is easy to get side tracked 
and lose sight of oursurroundings. 
A little preparation in the beginning 
will save each of us disappointment 
and frustration in the end. 

The VCU Police Department 
is dedicated to helping keep the 
community safe. We hope each of 
you notes our tips to make safety a 
priority this season.

Holiday Havoc and shopping safe this season

Cannabis: the misunderstood drug

Dear Editor: 

 Our state and national 
unemployment rates, while 
falling, are still too high.  We 
should not single out a sec-
tor — oil and gas — whose 
job growth has increased 40 
percent since 2007, while 
the rest of private sector 
has remained stagnant.  Yet 
that is exactly what so many 
in Congress are calling for, 
despite data showing that 
energy companies paid 37 
percent in federal, state and 
local corporate income taxes 
from 2007-2012, while other 
companies on the S&P 500 
paid just over 29 percent.  
 Continued investments in 
these vital industries require 
sensible tax policies.  Tak-
ing away deductions and 
cost-recovery measures will 
make extracting and refining 
oil and gas more expensive.  
Businesses will have fewer 
resources to hire workers 
and customers will pay more 
money at the pump as a 
result. We should not demon-

ize successful industries to the 
detriment of a more sound tax 
code and more importantly, a 
sound economy.
 Furthermore, a strong 
energy sector helps America’s 
national security.  Our demand 
for oil and gas (and renewable 
energy) will continue to grow in 
the near future, and we must 
pursue sensible measures that 
promote smart growth and en-
courage investments domesti-
cally.  We should not remain 
dependent on other nations for 
our oil and gas, when we have 
the resources here to become 
more energy independent.
 I hope that our members of 
Congress stand against any 
calls for tax hikes on energy 
and stand for measures that 
support our domestic oil and 
natural gas businesses, es-
pecially given all the turmoil in 
Syria, Iraq, and Israel.  

Sincerely,

Marvin Green
Richmond, VA

The fight for autonomy in the 
wake of anti-abortion violence

Can women 
bleed for free? A 
hygienic dilemma

Letter to the editor
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taboo topic in the f irst place. 
In 1986, Gloria Steinem 
famously wrote that if men 
got periods, they “would 
brag about how long and how 
much” — that boys would talk 
about their menstruation as 
the beginning of their man-
hood, that there would be 
“gifts, religious ceremonies” 
and sanitary supplies would be 
“federally funded and free.” 

Without a doubt, there are 
some permissible arguments 
against subsidizing tampons: 
Other necessary hygienic 
items, including toilet paper, 
aren’t subsidized. The issue 
is that even in restrooms in 
government-run facilities free 
toilet paper is already offered, 
and no one ever suggests 
employees and patrons should 
have to bring it in for them-
selves. At the very least, states 
should stop taxing tampons 
and employers should offer 
free tampons in the bath-
room as a simple way to be 

female-friendly; unlike other 
“frivolous” healthcare products 
like razors, birth control and 
toothbrushes, tampons and 
pads are necessary to function 
as a contributing member of 
our communities today.

Menstruating is not a 
choice, and feminine hy-
giene products should not be 
viewed as “fringe benefits” or 
“luxuries” by our government. 
Organizer of the U.S.-based 
“Free the Tampons” campaign, 
Nancy Kramer, shared her 
sentiments on the issue in a 
2013 TEDxColumbus talk 
asking “Who decided toilet 
paper was free, and tampons 
weren’t? Who decided paper 
towels, soap and seat covers 
are free and tampons aren’t?” 

In a nation where every 
other aspect of a woman 
is scrutinized, there is one 
simple yet apparently ground-
breaking question: Can 
women bleed for free?

MONICA HOUSTON
Opinion Editor

Breaking news: conservative 
rhetoric has decided to prove that 
all lives matter by killing some to 
conserve others.

On Nov. 27, three people and 
a police officer were fatally shot 
in a domestic terrorist attack on 
a Planned Parenthood clinic in 
Colorado.

While authorities have not 
determined what the motive of the 
shooting was, many are speculating 
the white male shooter killed three 
people to prove abortions are not an 
appropriate medical treatment for 
women.

Despite the controversy over 
Planned Parenthood allegedly selling 
fetal tissue from abortions, Planned 
Parenthood is a health clinic that 
provides an extensive list of services.

Abortion services are but one of 
the services provided by Planned 
Parenthood, others include STD 
treatment and testing, contracep-
tion, cancer screening and preven-
tion, pregnancy testing and prenatal 
services, as well as adoption referral 
and family practice services.

With this list of services, I simply 
don’t understand why Planned 
Parenthood is being attacked for its 
abortion services when it offers other 
assistance alongside.

Planned Parenthood has become 
the face of the abortion controversy 
for pro-life advocates even though 
it’s a service provided by numerous 
clinics.

There was a lot to be said about 
the politics of the arrest that occurred 
after the shooting. The white 57-year-
old male was taken into custody alive 
after a “rampage in the parking lot,” 
according to officers, and killing three 
and wounding nine.

What’s ironic about the situation 
is that he was not only arrested alive, 
he was simply labeled a shooter. If he 
was black, he would have most likely 
been shot dead and labeled a terrorist 
if he was a Muslim.

My favorite comment concern-
ing the incident was by Twitter user 
BRios82: “Conservative logic: Life 
is precious. Now let’s shoot inside 
a Planned Parenthood & try to 
kill people because only abortion is 
murder.” It makes perfect sense to kill 
someone after birth for invalid rea-
sons, but it’s outrageous and uncouth 

to abort a fetus due to valid reasons 
and circumstances.

Due to the volatile aftermath 
of the shooting, the Senate offi-
cially passed a bill to defund Planned 
Parenthood on Dec. 3. No abortion 
clinic has been funded by the federal 
government since 1977 when the 
Hyde Amendment was first imple-
mented.

The Hyde Amendment is a 
legislative provision barring the use of 
certain federal funds to pay for abor-
tions with exceptions for incest and 
rape. But it was only a matter of time 
before funding for Planned Parent-
hood ended despite the numerous 
other services it offers, and despite the 
face that federal money does not fund 
abortions.

The fact that there is even 
discussion in the Senate about 
defunding Planned Parenthood 
when money cannot go to abortion 
services because of the amendment 
is ridiculous. Stopping federal fund-
ing would do nothing but hurt the 
thousands of women who depend on 
services like check-ups and testing. 
The Senate could not possibly come 
up with a valid reason to take away 
affordable health services without 

completely contradicting them-
selves.

According to CNN politics, 58 
percent of Americans oppose abor-
tion in all or most cases. Whether you 
are pro-life or just believe a woman 
should have the right of choice, it is 
not up to you to decide what choice 
another woman should make.

No woman, no person should take 
advice from someone who doesn’t 
have to live with the consequences. 
Mind your damn business. No mat-
ter the situation or circumstance, an 
abortion is not likely to be a decision 
made out of spite.

Some say a child’s life begins the 
moment it is conceived; others feel 
life begins the moment it is born. 
According to Merriam Webster, the 
meaning of life is the condition that 
distinguishes animals and plants 
from inorganic matter, including the 
capacity for growth, reproduction, 
functional activity, and continual 
change preceding death.

Take that definition and interpret 
it as you please, but do not impose 
your interpretations and ideals onto 
any woman who has to live with her 
choice.

- continued from page 1

RACHEL BADER
Contributing Columnist

Imagine you have a loved one 
with severe epilepsy. They experi-
ence dozens of seizures a day, and 
despite being on countless prescrip-
tion medications, nothing seems to 
work. Now imagine there is a drug 
that could treat them and greatly 
improve their quality of life, without 
potentially dangerous side affects.  

This drug is cannabis, and it is 
currently classified as a Schedule I 
drug, the most restrictive of all drug 
classifications. For a drug to be clas-
sified as a Schedule I drug, it must 
have no medical benefit and a high 
potential for abuse, whereas Schedule 
II drugs have a high potential for 
abuse and a currently accepted medi-
cal use in treatment in the United 
States. Currently, marijuana legaliza-
tion is a very controversial and highly 
debated topic. 

Four states, Alaska, Colorado, 
Oregon and Washington have all le-
galized both medical and recreational 
marijuana. Many have decriminal-
ized possession or legalized medical 
marijuana. It is important to revisit 
the current classification and examine 
the evidence to decide what is to be 
done legally in regards to cannabis in 
the United States.

  It is not justified for the federal 
government to classify cannabis as a 
Schedule I drug. It should be reclas-
sified as a Schedule II drug because 
the medical benefits are proven and 
outweigh potential risks.

Reclassification of cannabis to a 
Schedule II drug would properly ac-
knowledge that cannabis has medical 
benefits.  Both a 1999 report by the 
Institute of Medicine and the Ameri-
can Medical Association (AMA) and 
a 2001 report by the AMA found 
that cannabis prevents severe weight 
loss in AIDS patients and treats 
symptoms of chemotherapy, such as 
nausea, vomiting, and severe pain. 
Cannabis has also been found to treat 
severe epilepsy. 

 A young girl named Charlotte 
with SCN1, A-confirmed Dravet 
syndrome, started cannabis treatment 
using a strain now known as Char-
lotte’s Web. When combined with her 
existing antiepileptic drug regimen, 
her seizure frequency was greatly 
reduced from almost 50 seizures per 
day to 2-3 per month. 

 This effect has continued for 
20 months, and Charlotte is now 
completely weaned off of all other 
antiepileptic drugs. While there 
are not many studies performed on 
marijuana, the ones that have been 
performed all conclude that mari-
juana does have medical benefits.  

Opponents to cannabis claim that 
it has no medical benefit. The FDA 
has stated that no scientific evidence 
shows medical benefit of smoked 
marijuana. Some researchers who 
study medical marijuana, as well as 
a few patient advocacy groups, claim 
that the FDA decision was based 
on political pressure from Congress 
rather than on scientific evidence. 
Other researchers however have con-
ducted studies with findings showing 

little benefit.  
In fact, cannabis has to meet extra 

standards that aren’t required by the 
FDA for any other drug. Researchers 
are required to show that cannabis 
would be a more effective treatment 
for a condition than other drugs, 
which is a standard that is not applied 
to any other new drug proposal. 
Furthermore, the federal government 
didn’t do the necessary research in 
the first place. Under the Controlled 
Substances Act, scientific evalua-
tion and testimony is required before 
legislative action is taken. 

 In 1970, when Congress clas-
sified cannabis, it didn’t follow its 
usual review process and made 
cannabis illegal in the absence of 
scientific evidence. Others claim 
that not only does cannabis not 
have medical benefits, also that it is 
harmful, citing possibilities such as 
respiratory issues. While cannabis 
may have some potential harm, the 
benefits outweigh the risks.  

Many prescription drugs have 
dangerous side affects, but are still on 
the market because they treat certain 
medical issues. Similarly, while can-
nabis has some risks, they are small 
compared to other pharmaceutical 
drugs. Overall, cannabis does have 
medical benefit and these benefits 
outweigh any potential risks.

Lastly, cannabis should be 
reclassified as a Schedule II drug 
because other drugs similar to or 
more dangerous than cannabis are 
classified as a Schedule II drug or 
are completely legalized. Cannabis’ 
Schedule I classification seems 

irrational when looking at the fact 
that other drugs are Schedule II 
that have some medical benefit but 
also a high abuse potential. 

 For example, opioids are used 
as a painkiller, cocaine is used as a 
topical anesthetic and vasoconstric-
tor, and psychostimulants similar to 
methamphetamine are used to treat 
ADD/ADHD. Cannabis’ potential 
for addition is much lower than 
other drugs that are legalized or 
classified lower.  Its lifetime depen-
dence rate is 9 percent compared to 
nicotine at 32 percent, heroin at 23 
percent, cocaine at 17 percent and 
alcohol at 15 percent.   

Also, cannabis is arguably safer 
than alcohol and tobacco, both of 
which are legal.  No one has ever 
died from an overdose of mari-
juana or complications arising from 
use. Compare that to the 50,000 
Americans who die every year from 
alcohol poisoning and the 400,000 
who die from cigarette smoking. 
When comparing cannabis to drugs 
that are legal or classified lower, 
cannabis is safer and should be 
reclassified to reflect that.

The federal government is not 
justified in classifying cannabis as a 
Schedule I drug. Cannabis has proven 
medical benefits that outweigh its 
potential harms and other drugs that 
are similar to or more harmful than 
cannabis are classified lower or com-
pletely legalized. Cannabis should 
be reclassified as a Schedule II drug, 
which would properly acknowledge 
its medical benefits but also recog-
nize its addictive potential. 
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As a transfer student I came to Richmond knowing just one per-
son on campus — my cousin. Similarly, when I came to VCU five 
semesters ago there was just one organization that I wanted to join 
— the Commonwealth Times.

Thus, through meetings, productions and late-night office ses-
sions I quickly became part of another family — the dysfunctional 
newspaper team — because nothing brings together a group of 
college students like the crushing anxiety of a quickly approaching 
deadline in a windowless room.

Starting out as a contributing writer I was intimidated by my editors 
and the other writers who all seemed to know so much more than I 
did. They used words like “lede” and left notes on my stories telling 
me it wasn’t quite what they were looking for. Regardless, I looked 
up to them and took their advice to heart. With my coworkers as 
the catalyst, my passion for news and writing grew each and every 
day.

Frankly, I never thought I would devote myself so fully to something 
so stressful. I was writing two to three stories a week and was 
always worried about a deadline. But the reward was immense 
and worth it.

As I prepare to graduate (in a week!) I realize my time with the CT 
has prepared me more for the world of journalism than any of my 
classes.

There are no classes where you will write as much as you do for 
the school paper. There are no classes where your peers will cri-
tique you as heavily as they do at the school paper. And there are 
certainly no classes where you’ll become such good friends with 
your boss that one day you wake up and realize they’re suddenly 
living on your couch.

As I have been interviewing for jobs and internships throughout the 
last month, I go into conversations knowing I have the skill sets to 
work at these places. I’ve done these jobs before. And I’ve done 
them with the best group of people I could have asked for.

The appreciation I have for my coworkers is immeasurable. This 
year I have been able to count on them every week. They give up 
their weekend, all weekend, every weekend, just to crank out a 
paper we all know most of you use as napkins in Shafer.

I can only hope at the end of my coworkers’ college careers they 
look back on their time in our windowless office with the same 
level of gratitude I do now.

When I transferred to VCU, I was lucky enough to have a safety 
net in place already. My dear friend Mechelle Hankerson was 
heading into her final semester of undergrad, and was happy to 
be my guide as I navigated my first weeks as a Ram.

Mechelle was the executive editor of the Commonwealth Times 
— and she knew I had aspirations to work as a copy editor. She 
invited me to volunteer every Wednesday and Sunday, editing 
copy and learning the ropes.

Fast-forward three years. I have served as the copy editor for 
four non-consecutive semesters, and was managing editor last 
year. I saw the paper move from a twice-weekly tabloid format 
to a once-a-week broadsheet, and helped to guide its continued 
upward trend in quality.

I have spent hours in the office, sometimes for stretches of time 
approaching 15 or 16 hours, making sure everything was as close 
to perfect as we could get it.

I’ve missed deadlines on homework, skipped classes, passed by 
other opportunities. I have wept, yelled, glared, laughed, danced, 
honed my skills, served as a shoulder to cry on and been a firm 
but kind critic. Most importantly, I have been a teacher, and built 
a community of people just as willing to sit in this tiny, window-

less office for the better part of a weekend in the service of 
something greater than ourselves.

These semesters have been an incredible bonding experience. 
My closest friendships have bloomed at 3 a.m. while we combed 
over words and design, and were cemented over meals and 
drinks and tears. The CT has been a crucial part of my life at VCU, 
and I am immensely grateful for everyone who took the journey 
with me.

This sign-off has been difficult to write — I’m devastated.

How do you say goodbye to what has sustained you? How do you 
give up the thing you devoted yourself to fully? How can I leave 
this behind? But I am proud of the people who will take over after 
I leave, and I trust them to carry this paper into the next phase. 
My faith in the CT is unwavering. I can’t wait to see where we go 
next.

signing off

Meagan Dermody
Copy Editor

Matthew Leonard
Print Managing Editor

In August, the week prefacing the onslaught of this semester, Anya 
Shcherbakova and I put together the first issue of the CT.

It was a harrowing.

The ugly process consumed the better part of our last week of sum-
mer, and was interrupted only by brief visits to the toilet, our bed-
rooms or the floor of the Student Media Center — to sleep, or sob 
with some semblance of dignity.

The CT’s only other returning graphic designer, Miranda, had under-
gone spontaneous jaw surgery. Our two novice lovelies, Sarah and 
Ashley, had no idea what the hell they were doing yet, and the first 
issue of the semester was no place to teach them how to “newspa-
per” up to our Type-A standards on deadline.

Alas, Anya and I toiled away — me furiously editing, writing and 
rewriting copy spawned from the lethargic brains and unpracticed 
fingers of staff dispersed across the country savoring their last mo-
ments of summer vacation, work and internship obligations. Hence, 
Anya (an angel, really) very much single-handedly designed the 
entire 10-page inaugural issue of the CT, Vol. 57, No. 1.

And that is how the haggard shells of two formerly-vibrant, if not 
grotesquely naive, souls left the VCU Student Media Center some-
where around 4 a.m. the Monday of Welcome Week. As rowdy 
returning students speckled Broad street, Anya and I silently agreed 
to never, ever return to the dreaded windowless abyss of the CT 
production room.

But we did.

Week after week (for fifteen weeks) we found ourselves inside the 
office during productions for the CT and INK, at all hours of the night 
(and ass-crack of dawn) sweating through homework, projects and, 
on one occasion, maniacal fits of laughter alongside the other de-
signers because we thought the computer monitors were talking to 
us. There have been times I quite literally dragged Anya away from 
the vestiges of crashed servers and Adobe’s Awful Attitude 2.0 (not 
yet available on Creative Cloud).

And while I sometimes wonder whether a hamster doomed to the 
tenth circle of Hamster Hell secretly runs on a graphic-design-
wheel inside Anya, I have so much respect for her unwavering work 
ethic, diligence and ability to keep moving her fingers freakishly fast 
across the keyboard despite blatant sleep deprivation.

The CT, and entire Student Media Center, will miss Anya dearly. Her 
undying devotion to the Design Den, her red beanie hat and bicycle, 
cheeky humor, adorable giggle and icy glare (meaning “get your shit 
together NOW”) could never be replaced in quite the same way. 
She is the stuff of Sagal Hassan and Sam Whittwer SMC-designer-
legends.

Anya is the only staff member who was sorted into Slytherin, but 
nobody holds it against her because she is loyal like the best of 
Hufflepuffs and more cunning than a purebred Ravenclaw. So really, 
Anya probably only got Slytherin because Harry Potter was almost a 
Slytherin, and Anya’s basically like Harry Potter except less pomp-
ous and annoying.

Anya is the best companion to laugh-cry and eat Hershey’s choco-
late bars with. She has been the difference between purple-to-
purple and purple-to-where-did-the-rest-of-the-copy-go. She has 
saved headlines and re-PDFed entire newspapers in the name of 
good design and tired editors not noticing Lorem Ipsum cutlines.

She will be sorely missed, and if she doesn’t want the coffee table 
she made for woodworking class final but says looks like it was 
finished with “snot,” I will happily take it home with me and love it 
forever.

Anya, we all wish you the best moving forth into your sparkling 
future and hope you’ll return to see us soon; love you always and 
remember it’ll be “o—k.”

With love,
Sarah, the CT + SMC Anya Shcherbakova

Graphic Designer
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Distance in Proximity by Daniel Torraca
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ADD YOUR VOICE

The opinion pages of
The Commonwealth Times are a forum 
open to the public. 

Clear, concise and compelling 
contributions are welcome by email at 
houstonm@commonwealthtimes.org, 
by mail or in person at 817 W. Broad St., 
Richmond, Va. 23220-2806. 

The Commonwealth Times strives to 
be accurate in gathering news. If you 
think we have made an error, please 
call Sarah King, executive editor, at 
804-828-5317 or email her at 
kingsa@commonwealthtimes.org.

Corrections will appear on the Opinion 
page or online at 
www.commonwealthtimes.org.

Opinions expressed are those of 
individual writers and do not 
necessarily reflect the views of 
The Commonwealth Times or Virginia 
Commonwealth University. Unsigned 
editorials represent the institutional 
opinion of The CT. 

Limit one CT per person. Additional 
copies may be purchased through the 
Student Media Center for $1 a copy.
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INK RELEASE DATE 
HOUSE AD

The new issue of 
Ink Magazine is in!

Pick up a copy at the commons, the library as 
well as other select locations around campus!

Instagram: Ink_magazine Twitter: InkMagazine

www.inkmagazinevcu.com
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