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JIM THOMMA
Staff Writer

Five candidates squared off dur-
ing the only televised mayoral de-
bate at the Altria Theater last Mon-
day night, in the final stretch of the 
race before the Nov. 8 election.

Former Secretary of the Com-
monwealth Levar Stoney, Former 
Venture Richmond Executive Jack 

Berry, former State Delegate Joe 
Morrissey, City Council Pres. Mi-
chelle Mosby (9th District - South 
Central) and City Councilman Jon 
Baliles (1st District - West End) all 
cracked the 1 percent threshold in 
the Aug. 30 Christopher Newport 
University poll to qualify for the 
debate.

WCVE News Director Craig 
Carper and NBC12 news anchors 

Curt Autry and Diane Walker each 
asked the candidates questions sub-
mitted by members of Chamber-
RVA, the nonprofit business associ-
ation and host of the night’s debate.

The first question was directed at 
Morrissey, who leads the pack in six 
of the nine individual districts, ac-
cording to a poll released by Cham-
berRVA days before the debate. 

The moderators asked Morrissey 

to address a recent attack ad, re-
leased by the Mosby campaign, that 
highlights his 2015 legal battle after 
admitting to a sexual relationship 
with a then-17-year-old receptionist 
at his law firm.

“(Mosby) has every right to ex-
press her free speech in the way she 
feels is appropriate, and that’s what 
she’s done,” Morrissey said. “And I 
would defend her right to do that. 

But with regard to Myrna, she is 
my wife. We have two beautiful, 
healthy children. And we’re very 
happy.”

Mosby’s ad describes how Mor-
rissey entered an Alford plea for the 
reduced charge of contributing to 
the delinquency of a minor. 

“I do not see any legislation that 

The Libertarian candidate encouraged Richmond, Charlottesville and Lynchburg voters to 
consider a third party choice for president.

VCU takes 
the lead on 
$55 million 
stadium deal

  The Final Stretch 

Election 2016 Spectrum

(L to R) Front-runners Jack Berry, Joe Morrissey and Levar Stoney were accompanied by Michelle Mosby and Jon Baliles at the ChamberRVA debate.

Presidential nominee Gary Johnson 
makes three “Liberty Tour” stops in Va.

Sports

Jukumari Clinic presents local, out-of-
state hip-hop talent at Oktoberfest 

ZACH JOACHIM
Sports Editor

The Richmond Flying Squir-
rels, VCU and the City of Rich-
mond released a joint-statement 
last week announcing plans for 
the development of a new $50 to 
$60 million baseball stadium on 
the Boulevard.

The memorandum of under-
standing is mute on a defini-
tive site (for the new stadium) or 
funding sources, although VCU 
will take the reigns on the devel-
opment project. The Squirrels will 
reportedly pay VCU roughly $1 
million annually to lease the facil-
ity.

“This is an exciting step toward 
improving quality of life and driv-
ing economic development for the 
entire region while at the same 
time advancing VCU’s athletic 
programs,” said VCU President 
Michael Rao in a statement.

The stadium will be con-
structed off-site of the 60-acre 
parcel of land, owned by the city, 
where The Diamond currently 
sits. Richmond mayor Dwight C. 
Jones said the city hopes to move 
forward with plans to clear this 

—continued on page 6 —continued on page 4 
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JESSE ADCOCK
Spectrum Editor

 
The Jukumari Clinic hosted 

the second annual Oktoberfest at 
Strange Matter and house show ven-
ues featuring local and out-of-state 
underground hip-hop artists on Oct. 
19 and 20.

The Jukumari Clinic is a local 
DIY organization run by Tico Noise 
and Eduardo Colmenares that cu-
rates and hosts events for local artists 
in Richmond.

“Honestly we did this to build a 
community,” Noise said. “I think a 
lot of time people forget how impor-
tant that is to artists.”

—continued on page 8 

The Jukumari Clinic is a DIY organization that hosts events for local artists.  
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SARAH KING
Executive Editor

Libertarian presidential candi-
date Gary Johnson made his third 
Virginia “Liberty Tour” stop of the 
day when he made his entrance at 
the Hippodrome Theatre last week.

“I started the day getting to ski 
with Jerry Falwell Jr. on a plastic ski 
hill,” Johnson told reporters, refer-
encing his morning visit to Liberty 
University in Lynchburg. “Anyway, 
I was just at the University of Vir-
ginia. Tell me, are we polling at 15 
percent in Virginia?”

The answer to Johnson’s rhe-
torical question was “almost,” ac-
cording to a Christopher Newport 
University poll from the day before 
placing him at 11 percent of the 
vote.

“We’re leading in three demo-
graphics,” Johnson said. “We’re 
leading among independents — 
that’s significant now because 50 
percent of voters are registered as 
independents, and we’re tied for 
the lead among millennials (...) and 
there have been three polls with 
active military personnel and I’ve 

been overwhelmingly the favorite.”
Downstairs, Johnson greeted 

supporters in jeans and Chicago 
Cubs hat.

“It’s been, what, since 1908 when 
the Cubs won the World Series? 
There’s a symbolism here,” Johnson 
said, introducing the idea of it may-
be being “the year of the underdog.”

Johnson spent the majority of 
his day in Virginia explaining why 
he thinks Libertarians represent 
the majority of American voters: 
fiscally conservative, socially inclu-
sive, supportive of free markets and 
a strong defense, but skeptical of 
foreign interventions.

The Richmond event, previously 
scheduled for VCU’s Harris Hall 
auditorium, changed to the larger 
venue the day prior to accomodate 
couple hundred people in atten-
dance.

For Johnson, the only third-par-
ty candidate on the ballot in all 50 
states, his visit to Richmond was a 
little different than Lynchburg and 
Charlottesville.

The Richmond Times-Dispatch 
endorsed the former New Mexico 
governor last month, and Johnson 

said he “absolutely” felt smug about 
it given Tim Kaine, Democratic 
nominee Hillary Clinton’s running 
mate, is a Richmond native.

“Six major paper endorsements,” 
Johnson told reporters. “I think 
that’s zero for Trump.”

The Times-Dispatch endorse-
ment marked the first time in 36 
years the newspaper has not en-
dorsed a Republican candidate.

Although Johnson campaigned 
for president as a Libertarian in 
2012 and again this election cycle, 
he won both terms as New Mexico 
governor running as a Republican.

While governor of New Mex-
ico from 1995-2003 Johnson was 
known as “Governor No” for his 
200 vetoes within his first six 
months in office, and “Puff Daddy” 
for his quest to decriminalize mari-
juana, according to the Albuquer-
que Journal.

Johnson’s media advisor, Terry 
Michael said if voters don’t want 
a Clinton presidency, and want a 
better reason than “‘not Donald 
Trump,’ then Gary Johnson is your 
candidate.”

—continued on page 4 

     Mayoral candidates make last ditch appeal in televised debate 
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news In this section:  
EpiPen price spike. From the editor’s 
desk. Youth violence. VCU PD sexual 
assault program. New hospital. 

CRIME LOG

(All data obtained from the VCU 
PD daily incident log)

10/17/17

Simple Assault 
B00 N. Laurel St.
Closed.  

Destruction of Property -  
 State

901 E. Main St.
Pending.

Sexual Battery
ER 401 N. 12th St.
Pending.

Simple Assault 
1300 E. Marshall St.
Pending.

Theft From Building School  
 of Engineering

601 W. Main St.
Pending.

10/18/17

Obscene/Threatening Phone  
 Call  

Nelson Clinic 401 N. 11th St. 
Pending.  

Sexual Assault 
Unknown.
Pending.

Shoplifting 
937 W. Broad St.
Pending.

Simple Assault 
1300 E. Marshall St.
Pending.

Extortion/Blackmail 
Children’s Pavilion 1000 E.  

 Broad St.
Pending.

Simple Assault - Domestic 
Main Hospital 1250 E. Marshall  

 St. Broad St.
Pending.

10/19/17

Aggravated Sexual Battery  
B1200 E. Marshall St. 
Pending.  

Wire Fraud  
912 W. Grace St. 
Pending.

Theft from Building  
411 N. Harrison St. 
Reported by Outside Agency.

Harassment 
President’s House 910 W.  

 Franklin St.
Pending.

Theft From Building 
1303 W. Cary St. 
Reported by Outside Agency.

10/20/17

Shoplifting  
Wal-Mart 912 W. Grace St. 
Pending.  

Theft From Building  
810 Cathedral Pl.  
Pending.

10/21/17

Simple Assault/Hate Crime  
900 W. Grace St.  
Closed.  

Reporting suspicious or 
emergency situations to the 
VCU Police Department can 
help solve crimes, provide 
emergency assistance that 

may save a life and help deter 
criminal activity.

Download the VCU LiveSafe 
mobile phone app to report 

crimes anonymously.

To contact the VCU PD call 
(804) 828-1196.

For an on-campus emergency 
call (804) 828-1234.

For an off-campus emergency 
call 911.

JOE JOHNSON
Staff Writer

VCU received a $6 million grant from the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention to study youth violence and intervention in Richmond, Va. 
The project will be led by co-principal investigators, Saba Masho and Terri 
Sullivan.

 “In the early 2000’s Richmond had one of the highest youth violence 
rates,” Masho said. “It was actually one of the top 10 cities with the highest 
violence and (youth) homicide rates.”

Youth violence will cost an estimated $16 billion in combined medical 
and work loss costs by the end of the year, and more than 600,000 people 
may be at risk. According to the CDC, youth violence is the third leading 
cause of death for young people between ages 15 and 24, but overall the 
trend is in decline.

“Although over the years youth violence has declined in Richmond city, 
we still have one of the highest youth violence rates,” Masho said, pointing 
at data she and Sullivan collected in 2015.

According to Masho and Sullivan’s 2015 research, Richmond still has 
an alarmingly high rate of violence compared to the national average. Ac-
cording to the CDC, one risk factor for youth violence is poverty in the 
community. Masho and Sullivan used data they collected previously to de-
termine which neighborhoods to research.

 “For this project we have identified three areas where low income hous-
ings are located,” Masho said. “The neighborhoods include Gilpin (Court) 
in the north side, Mosby (Court) and Creighton in the east side and south 
side we have Bellmeade and Hillside (Court).”

 The recent round of funding from the CDC will build on 15 years 
of previous research conducted through VCU, also funded by the CDC. 
Masho and Sullivan said the funding should carry them through the next 
five years of the project.

 “Originally, the (research) was looking at more individual level inter-
ventions, then it started looking at how do you combine individual level 
interventions, with maybe like, a family intervention,” Sullivan said. “Now 
we want a community based intervention that’s going to address things at 
the community level.”

 Masho said she and Sullivan will be working closely with existing coali-
tions of community groups. Their strategy calls for partnerships with lead-
ers selected by the Youth Violence Prevention Workgroup.

 “We will be working with the community in terms of identifying policy 
issues,” Masho said, “and having those conversations within the commu-
nity and enhancing the capacity to bring change to those communities.”

MAURA MAZUROWSKI 
Online Editor

When 29-year-old Omar Ma-
teen opened fire at Pulse, a gay 
nightclub in Orlando on June 12, 
he wasn’t just targeting the 49 de-
ceased victims and 53 more who 
were injured. 

He was sending a message to the 
3.5 percent of the American popu-
lation who identify as gay, lesbian, 
queer or bisexual to stop being who 
they are. 

Mateen, the alleged shooter, 
committed a hate crime that Sun-
day morning, thus embedding 
himself into a long, horrifying nar-
rative of violence against LGBTQ 
people in America. 

Despite the growth of Ameri-
cans’ acceptance of the LGBTQ 
community in recent years, decades 
of data on anti-LGBTQ violence 
indicates it is still unsafe to be gay 
in America. 

In a 2014 study published in the 
Archives of Sexual Behavior, three 
psychologists investigated the ac-
ceptance of homosexual behav-
ior. The researchers plotted data 
from the General Social Survey of 
Americans, a journal administered 
annually by the University of Chi-
cago. 

By 2014, the psychologists 
found 49 percent of American 
adults believed same-sex sexual ac-
tivity was “not wrong at all.” This 
is a significant jump from the 13 
percent in 1990 and the 11 percent 
of adults in 1973 who held similar 
convictions.

Yet according to the National 
Coalition of Anti-Violence Pro-
grams, current data suggests 20-
25 percent of the lesbian and gay 
community experience hate crimes 
within their lifetimes. 

Today, the American popula-
tion is comprised of approximately 
322 million people and is increas-
ing by roughly 0.77 percent annu-
ally, according to the U.S. Census 

Bureau. Of those 322 million, ap-
proximately 11 million identify as 
part of the LGBTQ community. 
Of that community, more than 
2 million endure at least one hate 
crime.

That’s more people who will ex-
perience a hate crime just for being 
themselves than the total number 
of people any American is antici-
pated to speak to in their entire 
lifetime. 

There have been a few notable 
victories for the LGBTQ commu-
nity in recent years. In 2014, “they” 
was added to dictionaries as a pro-
noun; in January 2015, American 
Dialect Society voted ‘they’ as Word 
of the Year, being recognized for 
“its emerging use as a pronoun to 
refer to a known person, often as a 
conscious choice by a person reject-
ing the traditional gender binary of 
he and she,” according to the ADS 
website. 

In June 2015 gay marriage was 
legalized nationwide. But accord-
ing to Equality Virginia, there is no 
statewide law to protect people from 
discrimination on the basis of their 
sexual orientation or gender identity.

“This means that a person can be 
fired because someone thinks that 

they are gay or lesbian or because 
they are not masculine or feminine 
enough in dress or demeanor,” the 
Equality Virginia website states.

In June, the real estate site Mo-
voto ranked Richmond in the top 
three most LGBTQ-friendly Vir-
ginia cities. In July, VCU received a 
rating of four and a half out of five 
stars on the Campus Pride Index 
listing of LGBTQ-friendly col-
leges.

It’s not unusual for me to see 
two girls kiss each other goodbye 
or a boy wearing nail polish on my 
walks to class. When I do, I never 
think to give them a second look. 
But too many people do, and they 
act out because of it. It’s why sui-
cide is the the third leading cause 
of death among 15 to 24 year olds, 
and why transgender homicides hit 
an all time high in 2015. 

When hate happens, we are 
faced with two choices: do nothing 
or do something. When we let the 
hate go unchallenged, we allow the 
Kim Davises in the world get away 
with denying the human right of 
marriage. 

When we rise up, speak up and 
stand against violence, incredible 
things can happen. 

On July 27, 2002, a sixth-grade 
class in Morgantown, WV painted 
over skinhead graffiti on the out-
side wall of a convenience store. 
Their teacher had used the graffiti 
to discuss hatred and violence. The 
class became role models in their 
town, their actions received press 
coverage and congratulations from 
the state Attorney General.

If a group of 11 and 12-year-
olds can recognize that there is no 
room for hate in their community, 
us college students can too.

The reality is no amount of good 
times will make up for the bad. 
Nothing can take away the pain 
those 49 families feel from losing 
their loved ones on June 12. What 
we can do is take steps to spread 
love and stop hate.

 

SARAROSE MARTIN
Contributing Writer

Walking away from a life-sav-
ing medicine is not easy, but VCU 
sophomore and Walmart pharma-
cy technician Mehran Stanakzai 
says he has seen people forced to do 
it too many times.

“I’ve seen parents of patients 
and patients not able to afford 
the EpiPen and end up asking 
me to put it back (on the shelf),” 
Stanakzai said.

EpiPens inject a dose of the drug 
epinephrine to counter severe al-
lergic reactions. The VCU Student 
Health cost for a pair of EpiPens 
is $588.20, up from $100 per pen 
only a few years ago. Additionally, 
the pens are now sold exclusively in 
packs of two.

Director of Pharmacy Service 
Cathy Moolhuyzen said the price 
ultimately prevents many from 
buying the pens at all.

“It is currently at an all-time 
high and for many patients, the 
cost prevents them from buying the 
product,” Moolhuyzen said. “This 
can be dangerous for patients that 
have unforeseen life-threatening 
allergies.”

Mylan, the company that man-
ufactures and sells EpiPens, raised 
the price for a pair of the auto-injec-
tors to more than $600 in August, 
causing two class-action lawsuits. 
The company acquired the product 
in 2007, when the pens were less 
than $100. Mylan said it is working 
on making a generic product that 
will be about half the current price.

Many of the roughly 3.6 mil-
lion EpiPen prescriptions in 2015 

were to protect against food aller-
gies, according to the Wall Street 
Journal. 

The Center for Disease Control 
and Prevention reported more than 
300,000 ambulatory-care visits oc-
cur each year for children under the 
age of 18 for food allergies.

VCU junior Jamie Cherwek said 
she uses an EpiPen for her seafood 
allergies. Although she’s never had 
to use the pen, she said she has it in 
case of a reaction.

“If I didn’t have insurance I hon-
estly wouldn’t spend the money on 
them since my last batch expired,” 
Cherwek said. “My allergies have 
never been life threatening (...) but 
it is still nice to have the pen in 
case.”

Moolhuyzen said many patients 
have opted to keep out-of-date pens 
instead of paying the higher cost of 
the new ones.

But the potential efficacy de-
crease of expired pens can be dan-
gerous, too. Moolhuyzen said she 
is researching an option where 
students with no insurance and low 
income may be able to qualify for 
a program from Mylan to receive a 
free EpiPen. 

“There will be more ER visits 
and deaths,” Moolhuyzen said, “if 
people cannot afford this product.”

I’ve seen parents 
of patients and 
patients not able 
to afford the 
EpiPen and end 
up asking me to 
put it back on 
the shelf.
Mehran Stanakzai,
Pharmacy Technician

It’s 2016 and somehow still 
dangerous to be gay in America 

If a group of 11 
and 12-year-olds 
can recognize 
there is no room 
for hate in their 
community, 
college students 
can too. 
Maura Mazurowski

VCU teams with CDC 
to fight youth violence
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Price spike 
endangers 
EpiPen    
users

An EpiPen cost
 $57 in 2007.

Today, it costs

$500.

FROM THE EDITOR’S DESK

That rate 
is nearly 
five times 
the 
national 
average.

33.07%
per 100,000 peopleages 10 to 24 in 2014.

The youth homicide rate was
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Did you know that analytics skills are in high demand? That’s 1.5 million data science jobs available by 2018. 

So why not learn SAS Analytics – the No. 1 job skill for kicking off your career with a higher starting salary – for free? 
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3. Land the job of your dreams.
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Learn SAS® Analytics – MONEY’s No. 1 job skill – for free. 
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HANNAH PARKER
Contributing Writer

VCU Health System and Shel-
tering Arms Hospital announced 
the construction of Sheltering 
Arms Rehab Institute — a joint 
venture which will combine prac-
tices at a new rehabilitation facil-
ity located in West Creek Medical 
Park in Goochland County.

The center is expected to be open 
to the public in 2020. The inpatient 
rehabilitation center will contain 
114 beds — compared to Shelter-
ing Arms’ current 68 beds — and 
will be a mix of both VCU Health 
System and Sheltering Arms’ cur-
rent rehabilitation programs to bet-
ter treat their patients.

“It is a state of the art hospital, 
state of the art facility, and has pri-
vate rooms; it will benefit the com-
munity more than just Sheltering 
Arms,” said interim CEO of Shel-
tering Arms, Mary Zweifel.

Zweifel said the facility will ser-
vice a wide range of patients in not 
only the Richmond community, 
but also persons with disabilities 
in the Mid-Atlantic region and be-
yond.

“People with general rehab 
needs, strokes, brain damage, spi-
nal cord injuries,” Zweifel said. “It 
will help folks regain strength and 
endurance to return back to the 
community.”

The rehabilitation center will 
also be a teaching hospital where 
VCU medical students have the 
opportunity for real patient-care 
experience.

Marsha Rappley, CEO of VCU 
Health System and vice president  
of VCU Health Sciences said the 
joint venture establishes a state-of 
the science teaching hospital to ad-
vance clinical education across all 
the rehabilitation disciplines.

After signing an agreement on 
the joint venture in May, the two 
facilities filed a letter of intent to 
the Virginia Department of Health 
to acquire a Certificate of Public 
Need (COPN) in September and 
anticipate a decision by summer 
2017.

The collaborative team is cur-
rently calculating the cost of the 
new rehabilitation institute as they 
await the Virginia Department of 
Health’s decision.

VCU PD implements first college campus “survivor-
centered, offender-focused” reporting program

VCU Health, 
Sheltering Arms 
announce new 
rehabilitation 
hospital

It is a state of 
the art facility, 
and has private 
rooms; it will 
benefit the com-
munity more 
than just Shel-
tering Arms. 
Mary Zweifel,
CEO of Sheltering Arms

SARAH KING
Executive Editor

The VCU Police Department is spearheading a new approach to re-
porting sexual assaults on college campuses by being the first to imple-
ment the “You Have Options” reporting program.

At a briefing for other campus police departments last Tuesday, VCU 
Police Chief John Venuti said the program — which his department im-
plemented last month — will help increase reports of sexual assault and 
create potential links between cases of repeat offenders who have escaped 
prosecution thus far.

“This is a nontraditional program,” Venuti said. “I can’t tell you how 
many police people have called me up and said, ‘Are you out of your mind? 
What do you mean people can pick what they want to do?’’’

Only three municipal police departments across the country have ad-
opted “You Have Options.” VCU is the first campus police department 
to do so.

With the new program students can choose between engaging in a 
complete investigation,  filing an “information only” report or engaging in 
a partial investigation that includes gathering evidence but not necessarily 
pressing charges.

VCU Police Detective and program coordinator Chelsey McCarty ex-
plained the “trauma-informed approach” changes the interview process to 

take into account how memory can be affected by an attack.
“What’s unique with this is that a survivor does have the right at any 

given time,” McCarty said. “Until an arrest warrant has been issued or 
an indictment handed down (the survivor can) say that they no longer 
wish to engage in the process and they don’t want to move forward with a 
criminal prosecution.”

Venuti said the idea is to diminish the anxieties associated with report-
ing to law enforcement. Still, he said, the collection of physical evidence is 
“the one most important thing that can’t be done later.”

The VCU PD has received 19 reports of sexual assault in the first two 
months of the semester, compared to the 28 total cases last academic year. 
Venuti correlated the rise in reports to increased awareness of the prob-
lem, opposed to increased cases of sexual assault.

Attorney General Mark Herring said Governor McAuliffe’s Task 
Force on Combating Campus Sexual Violence, which Venuti served on in 
March 2015, recommended VCU pilot the “You Have Options” program.

Additionally, VCU established a web portal expanding options for re-
porting. In an effort to better hone-in on repeat offenders, the department 
is also working on a database to compile information from the three re-
porting options with the intention of drawing links between cases.

“We are very far from having this problem figured out and solved,” 
Venuti said.

VCU Police Chief John Venuti briefed Virginia Attorney General Mark Herring on the new program, which seeks to increase 
sexual assault reporting, increase identification and prosecution of offenders and decrease victimization.
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was passed by Mr. Morrissey that 
would help the African-American 
community,” Mosby said at the 
debate. “Married or not married 
this young lady was underaged. 
And to me — for anyone in the 
African American community — 
they would have went to jail had 
they done that to a young lady.”

The exchange between Mor-
rissey and Mosby regarding 
Morrissey’s track record as 74th 
district representative in the Vir-
ginia House of Delegates became 
a recurring theme of both the 
televised and non-televised seg-
ments of the debate.

“People have to look at my 
body of work,” Morrissey said.

Morrissey said his dedication 
to representing and defending 
the rights of underdogs is visible 
in the kinds of cases he took on 
during his 30-year-long law ca-
reer, including his tenure as the 
city’s Commonwealth’s Attorney.

“This afternoon, while most of 
my colleagues were preparing for 
this debate, I spent nine hours 
in the John Marshall Courts 
Building defending a young man 
accused of assault on police of-
ficers,” Morrissey said. “And 
he was acquitted at about 6:05 
(p.m.)”

The moderators asked Baliles 
if the Richmond Economic De-

velopment Authority “gave away 
the farm” in courting California-
based Stone Brewing Co. to the 
East End with tax incentives, 
hence creating an unfair advan-
tage over local breweries.

Baliles said there were safe-
guards to ensure Stone Brewing 
paid outstanding debts on time 
and as mayor he would ensure 
the corporate brewery never took 
precedent over “the Hardywoods 
and the Triple Crossings and the 

little guys.”
Morrissey disagreed vocifer-

ously.
“I think the city gave it away,” 

Morrissey said. “We gave an in-
dependent, private company $33 
million, including $23 million 
in general revenue bonds, which 
are redeemable at taxpayers’ ex-
pense.”

Morrissey tied the Stone 
Brewing deal to controversial city 
public-private partnerships span-
ning decades.

“We didn’t learn our lesson 
with the Redskins stadium when 
we built the second-richest team in 
the NFL a $14 million stadium,” 
Morrissey said, “We didn’t learn 
our lesson with Sixth Street Mar-
ketplace or Main Street Station.”

Morrissey’s continued calls 
for no public funding for the new 
Squirrels stadium, as well as oth-
er economic development proj-
ects, have become a central theme 
of his mayoral campaign.

“Municipalities should not be 
in the business of private sector 
endeavors,” Morrissey said.

The debate audience applaud-
ed Berry louder and more often 
than any other candidate onstage, 
despite frequent appeals from de-
bate moderators to quiet down. 
As a 501(c)(3) nonprofit, Cham-
berRVA is not legally allowed to 
endorse political candidates.

Televised mayoral debate gets gritty
— continued from page 1
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This afternoon, 
while most of my 
colleagues were 
preparing for this 
debate, I spent nine 
hours in the John 
Marshall Courts 
Building defending 
a young man ac-
cused of assault on 
police officers. And 
he was acquitted at 
about 6:05 pm.  
Joe Morrissey

Johnson stopped at Liberty University and U.Va. before appearing at the Hippodrome.

ADVERTISEMENT

“Gary wants to ensure that 
when you all are my age you 
won’t be deprived of social secu-
rity or medicare,” Michael said 
regarding Johnson’s appeal to 
millennial voters.

Michael said another one of 
Johnson’s signature issues this 
election is student loan debt re-
form.

In fact, Johnson has proposed 
cutting the U.S. Department of 
Education altogether if elected 
in an effort to shrink the size and 
scope of government.

Student loan debt in the Unit-
ed States currently exceeds $1.3 

trillion, which is more accumu-
lated non-mortgage debt than 
credit cards and car loans, ac-
cording to the Federal Reserve.

While Virginia Sen. Mark 
Warner and then-senator Kaine 
championed for student loan 
debt reform in Congress — suc-
cessfully passing bipartisan leg-
islation — Johnson’s logic hinges 
on the issue being beyond re-
solve.

Johnson said he thinks if the 
federal government stops loaning 
money, debt would be “maybe 
half ” of what it is now, because 
colleges and universities could 
not continue raising tuition.

“I would be open to a bailout 
of student loans from the stand-
point of reducing the interest rate 
paid on the student loan,” John-
son said. “It’s unfair.”

When asked what facet of 
government would oversee 
compliance with Title IX law 
and sexual assault reporting 
standards on college campuses 
without the Dept. of Educa-
tion, Johnson seemed under the 
impression the Department of 
Justice maintained that respon-
sibility.

“Well maybe the Department 
of Justice needs to have a role in 
that,” Johnson said.

— continued from page 1

Gary Johnson makes Richmond stop
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sports
Stat of the Week
Sophomore forward Emily McNamara 
leads Field Hockey’s attack with 12 goals 
and eight assists on the season. 

Seniors shine in Black & Gold game
NICK VERSAW
Contributing Writer

VCU men’s basketball  held 
their annual Black and Gold 
inter-squad scrimmage Saturday 
afternoon at the Siegel Center.

The gold squad, led by senior 
guards JeQuan Lewis and 
Jordan Burgess, won the day, 
knocking off fellow senior for-
ward Mo Alie-Cox and junior 
guard Johnny Williams’ black 
squad 68-58.

An estimated 4,200 fans 
attended the scrimmage to get 
their first peek at what the Rams 
have in store for the upcoming 
season, including a first look at 
the highly-touted freshman class 
featuring four-star guard recruit 
De’Riante Jenkins.

Jenkins -- who was rated as the 
no. 44 recruit in the nation by Ri-
vals -- struggled in his first taste of 
action in front of the Siegel Center 
crowd, shooting just 1-of-8 from 
the field with three turnovers.

Fellow freshmen guards Malik 
Crowfield and Marquell Fraser, 
fared slightly better on the eve-
ning, each finishing with seven 
points, respectively. Overall, 
coach Will Wade saw room for 
improvement for the youngsters.

“One thing with the freshmen, 
they’ve got to handle the ball 
better,” Wade said. “We turned it 
over too much.”

He added the freshmen guards 
did “about what they’ve been do-
ing in practice.”

The Rams’ seniors, on the 
other hand, thrived. Lewis, Bur-
gess, forward Ahmed Hamdy and 
guard Doug Brooks each finished 
the night with double-digit scor-
ing. Lewis led the way with 16 
points in 36 minutes of action.

Burgess was particularly im-
pressive. The 6-foot-5 wing from 
Richmond’s Benedictine 

College Preparatory School 
finished the game with 12 points 
on 6-of-7 shooting to go along 
with his eight rebounds and two 
steals. Wade said he was par-
ticularly impressed by Burgess’s 
showing Saturday night.

“Look at the shots he hit,” Wade 
said. “They were good shots…That 
was a big step forward. He’s worked 
extremely hard and through his 
work he has some confidence.”

Wade also made sure to men-
tion the sharp-shooting prowess 
of Brooks, who finished the night 
4-of-9 from beyond the arc, say-
ing the two seniors will provide 
the team with a “ jolt” if they 
continue to keep playing like they 
did Saturday.

“If (Jordan can increase his 
shooting percentage), and we can 
get Doug shooting where he shot 
it as a sophomore from three, 
which I think he can do, you get 
all that stuff, it’s a jolt. It’s what 
you need,” Wade said.

Fan-favorite, Alie-Cox – who 

was named to the Kareem Abdul-
Jabbar watch list for the nation’s best 
center Saturday – did what he does 
best, compiling an impressive six 
blocks on the night to go along with 
his eight points. Although it was an 
inter-squad scrimmage, the popular 
“Mo says no” chants could be heard 
echoing throughout the building.

Perhaps the most surprising 
performance of the afternoon 
came from redshirt-freshman 
guard Samir Doughty. The 
Philadelphia product contributed 
a well-rounded stat line, with 13 

points, four rebounds, two assists, 
a block and a steal. Wade said 
Doughty brings a lot to the table 
for the Rams as he heads into his 
first season of action after being 
redshirted last year.

“He’s good at finishing around 
the rim for a guard,” Wade said. 
“He’s a prolific scorer and can 
really help us. He’s getting better 
defensively as well. He guarded 
better today.”

Doughty’s black squad team-
mates, Williams and junior 
forward Justin Tillman, also pro-

duced solid performances, combin-
ing for 27 points on the night.

With seven players scoring in 
double figures and three more with 
seven or more points, the Rams 
head into the season with the abil-
ity to keep defenses guessing as to 
where the points will come from. 

It was this sort of philosophy 
that helped VCU make the Final 
Four in 2011 and it looks as though 
a similar mindset may be in place 
for the upcoming season. Wade said 
this sort of production is what is 
expected of his squad. 

“It was about like I thought it 
would be,” Wade said. “We’ve got a 
bunch of guys with 10 to 15 points.”

Joining the 4,200 Rams fans 
in attendance Saturday were 2017 
recruiting commits, Lavar Batts 
Jr., Sean Mobley and Marcus 
Santos-Silva. Alongside them was 
Rams recruiting target and ESPN 
top-100 prospect, forward Mayan 
Kiir, who made his official visit to 
VCU over the weekend.

Following the Black and Gold 
scrimmage was the annual alumni 
game. The contest featured for-

mer fan-favorites such as Michael 
Anderson, Jesse Pellot-Rosa and 
Kendrick Warren. Also two of the 
members of the Rams’ 2011 Final 
Four squad -- Darius Theus and Ed 
Nixon -- made an appearance. Theus 
recently returned to the school as 
the basketball program’s director of 
student athlete development.

The black team, led by Pellot-
Rosa and Warren, came out with 
the victory as they knocked off 
their gold counterparts 56-49.
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Senior guards JeQuan Lewis and Doug Brooks set an example for the youngsters by laying out for a loose ball.  

Field Hockey drops heartbreakers to in-state rivals
RODNEY ROBINSON
Contributing Writer

The Rams were narrowly defeated by a final 
score of 5-4 on Sunday in an offensive shootout 
against The College of William and Mary.

After a lackluster offensive performance ear-
lier in the week against fellow conference and 
in-state rival the University of Richmond, the 
Rams offense came alive against the Tribe.

The Black and Gold got started early as ju-
nior midfielder Spencer Tossone found the net 
for her second goal of the year only 2:16 into 
the first half. 

William & Mary would answer soon after 
as Cammie Lloyd capitalized on an unassisted 
goal, 10:30 into the first half. This back and 
forth action continued throughout the half, as 
the score was tied 3-3 at the break. 

The second half belonged to the Tribe, 
however. They slowed the game down and 
focused on keeping possession, which stymied 
the VCU attack.

Offensively, the Rams were led by sopho-
more forwards Lauren Kaup and Emily 
McNamara. Kaup tallied 2 goals on 2 shots in 
the match, and McNamara added a goal with 3 
shots on target.

The Rams struggled defensively on the day. 
After a solid performance against the Spiders 
in their previous matchup, the Rams could not 
keep the Tribe out of the net. William & Mary 
created a lot of opportunities for themselves as 
they outshot the Rams 18-8. 

Junior Goalkeeper Chessa Kownurko tal-
lied an impressive 7 saves on the day, but a 
whopping 12 shots on goal by the Tribe were 
ultimately too much.

 
The Rams squandered a lead in the second 

half and fell short against cross town rival the 
University of Richmond by a final score of 2-1 
on Friday, Oct. 22.

At halftime, the score was knotted up at 0-0 
after a rugged first half. The Rams would draw 
first blood with 44:31 to go in the second half. 

Sophomore forward Emily McNamara 
scored her 11th goal on the season as she 
received a nifty assist from freshman midfielder 
Rebecca Ward. 

The Rams were unable to extend the lead, 
however, and the Spiders would answer emphati-
cally. UofR’s Kasey Gilbride scored a brace in a 
four-minute span just after VCU’s goal. Gilbride 
led Richmond on the day with four shots.

The Rams outshot the Spiders 12-7 in the 

matchup, yet were unable to capitalize on their 
chances outside of McNamara. The Rams 
also had more shots on goal, 6-4, and penalty 
corners, 6-5.

The Spiders stingy defense did not give in. In 
the 67 minute, the Rams had an opportunity to 
tie the game, but two great saves on a redirected 
shot and subsequent rebound attempt kept the 
Rams off the board. 

The Rams had another opportunity on an 
ensuing penalty corner. McNamara had a shot 
on goal, which was saved, then another rebound 
opportunity barely scraped the post and missed 
the mark.

Goalkeeper Chessa Kownurko was an 
anchor on defense in the matchup as she tallied 
two saves on the day.

Field Hockey is now 5-11 overall and 
1-6 in conference. The Rams will look 
to finish the season strong as they 
jump back into Atlantic-10 competition 
against Saint Louis University on 
Friday, Oct. 28 at Cary Street Field. 
Their 2016 campaign will culminate 
with Senior Day against Missouri 
State University on Sunday, Oct. 30. Field Hockey’s senior day is set for 12 p.m. next Sunday, Oct. 

30 at Cary Street Field. 
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Diamond redevelopment in the works

I don’t 
know what locker room 

he’s been in. No, I didn’t appreci-
ate it, to be completely honest. That’s not 

our locker room talk. I don’t know Trump very 
well at all, but I don’t know who he’s played for 

the last couple years to even say he’s been 
in anybody’s locker room and had those 

kind of conversations.
Udonis Haslem

Miami Heat power forward

SOPHIA BELLETTI
Sports Editor

Unless you live under a rock in some far away galaxy, you’ve familiar with the audio of Republican presiden-
tial nominee Donald Trump released by the Washington Post on Oct. 7. 

In the tapes, Trump bragged about kissing and groping women without their consent. “When you’re a star, 
they let you do it. You can do anything,” Trump says before delivering a now-infamously vulgar line: “Grab 
them by the p---y. You can do anything.”

Following sharp criticism by some Republican leaders, Trump issued a short video statement later saying, “I 
said it, I was wrong and I apologize.” 

He also called the revelation “a distraction from the issues we are facing today ” and chalked up his state-
ments to “locker roo m talk” rather than take accountability for how they disrespect women.

Labeling his comments as “locker room talk” created an uproar, especially across the sports world. Profes-
sional athletes fumed and quickly shut down Trump, repudiating his remarks were commonplace in men’s 
locker rooms. Here’s what they had to say.

There 
is vulgar language and talk 

about sexual conquests...Somebody 
wasn’t talking about sexually assaulting some-

one. That’s what Trump was talking about, in my 
opinion. To label that as locker room talk was reckless. 
He talked about Hillary Clinton being in jail. He should 

be in jail for what he was talking about doing.

London Fletcher
former Redskins linebacker

—continued from page 1
“This is a significant step forward for baseball in 

the Richmond region,” Jones said in a statement. 
“More importantly, it advances our efforts for eco-
nomic development along the Boulevard to generate 
revenue for schools and city services.”

The new stadium will be designed to accommo-
date non-athletic events such as concerts and festi-
vals. It will be “similar in size, quality, programming 
and amenities to BB&T Ballpark in Charlotte, NC 
and Coca-Cola Park in Allentown, Pa.,” according to 
announcements.

The region has struggled with questions regarding 
how to and whether to replace the aging Diamond 
on Boulevard for nearly a decade. The need for a 
new ballpark led to the departure of the Richmond 
Braves in 2008. Upon their arrival in 2009, The 
Squirrels were assured that local officials would work 
toward a solution.

The VCU baseball team — who currently plays 
home games at the Diamond — and the Flying 
Squirrels are excited to see progress after nearly a 
decade of failed proposals and missed deadlines. 

“We look forward to playing our games in a new 
ballpark, as tenants in a Boulevard area that is being 
economically developed to best serve the interests of 
our greater Richmond community, neighbors and 
fans,” said Squirrels President and Managing Partner 
Lou DiBella.

The stadium development project was also a hot 
topic at last Monday’s only televised mayoral debate 
hosted at the Altria Theatre.

During the event, moderators asked candidate 
Jack Berry, a former Hanover county administra-
tor, for his thoughts on the nonbinding agreement 
to build a new baseball stadium on the Boulevard 
signed by VCU and the Richmond Flying Squirrels 
ahead of the debate.

“Hallelujah,” Berry said. “That’s fantastic news.”
Berry said the new deal with VCU and the Squir-

rels would be a great opportunity to develop the 
Boulevard into a midtown or “second downtown,” 

centered around the new ballpark.
Previously, Berry advocated for relocating the 

stadium to Shockoe Bottom so the Boulevard site 
could be used for development into an “office, resi-
dential and retail destination.”

Berry acknowledged his previous and longstand-
ing support for the controversial city plan to build a 
new stadium on the site of the Lumpkin’s Slave Jail in 
Shockoe Bottom.

“When I was at Venture Richmond I did every-
thing I could to strengthen downtown,” Berry said. 
“Yes, I tried to get Nutzy (the Flying Squirrels) to 
come downtown. But that was then, this is now.”

Candidate and former Secretary of the Com-
monwealth Levar Stoney criticised Berry for failing 
to listen to the public’s criticism of the Shockoe Sta-
dium plan and continuing to advocate for the project, 
even after mayor Jones withdrew his support.

Stoney subsequently revealed he helped broker 
the deal between VCU and the Flying Squir-
rels while Secretary of the Commonwealth, and 
did not remove himself from the process after his 
resignation.

The day after the debate, candidate and former 
state delegate Joe Morrissey hosted a press confer-
ence on the steps of the Diamond denouncing the 
use of public funds in the construction of the new 
stadium.

“Under a Morrissey administration -- and this is 
what separates me from all the other candidates — 
no taxpayer money is going to be used for a profes-
sional sports complex,” Morrissey said.

The Richmond Times-Dispatch reported sources 
familiar with the talks indicated that officials have 
their sights set on land across Hermitage Road from 
The Diamond, currently occupied by the Virginia 
Department of Alcoholic Beverage Control’s decrepit 
warehouse.

Furthermore, the memorandum states ongo-
ing discussions among parties may include funding 
sources from the Commonwealth of Virginia, City of 
Richmond, private developers and investors.

Efforts to replace the aging Diamond on Boulevard have been ongoing for nearly a decade. 

PSA: 
sexual advances 

without consent is 
NOT locker room talk.

Kendall Marshall
Philadelphia 76ers guard

In my 
experience, there isn’t 

conversation like Trump was talking 
about or conversation that looks down on 

women. It’s kind of odd that he would put that 
in context with us, or any locker room. If women 
are brought up, it’s more relationship-type stuff, 

or night-out-type stuff, but never in the way 
that it was brought up in that context.

Eric Weddle
Baltimore Ravens safety

Before 
Donald Trump talks 

about what happens in a 
locker room, let me ask this: When 
did he ever take a snap other than 
Madden or a video game? Donald 

Trump doesn’t know what he’s 
talking about.

Ricky Jean-Francois
Redskins defensive end

There 
definitely is a small amount of 

what I would call immature bragging about things 
guys have done with women, and I do believe that in female 

locker rooms there’s some of that type of conversation too, from 
what the women in my life have told me. But nothing crossed the 

line of what’s consensual. I also don’t recall anyone ever talk-
ing or bragging about sexual conquests with a married 

person, even if it was consensual.

THE PRESS BOX 

Not in our

Sage Rosenfels
former NFL quarterback
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ADRIAN WILSON
Contributing Writer

Men’s soccer had a dominant 
performance in shutout fashion 
Wednesday, Oct 19. VCU hosted 
conference rival Saint Joseph’s Uni-
versity at Sports Backers Stadium. 
The contest ended in a 2-0 victory, 
VCU’s 5th win of the season.

The only goal of the first half 
came off the head of Jorge Herranz 
in the 31 minute on an assist from 
midfielder Steven Dal Molin. Luc 
Fatton followed up with VCU’s 
second goal of the night shortly after 
the halftime break in the 52 minute 
on an assist from Dakota Barnathan.

 VCU dominated time of pos-
session early and often, but was 
only able to get a couple good 
looks at the goal early on. Saint 
Joseph’s made up for their lack of 
ball control by getting the most out 
of their possessions when they had 
them. They were able to stay fairly 
even with the Rams in terms of at-
tempts on goal before VCU turned 
up their offensive intensity.

This shift in momentum began 
with a dazzling run at the goal by 
junior midfielder Rafael Andrade 
Santos. Santos’ run was thwarted 
but nevertheless broke down the 
Saint Joseph defense enough for 
Dal Molin to connect with Her-
ranz on a cross in front of the net 
shortly thereafter. Herranz capital-
ized on a skillful cross from Dal 
Molin to beat Hawks goalie Greg 
O’Connell.

Saint Joseph’s wasn’t deterred by 
the VCU score, and quickly returned 
fire on the VCU goal, but were off 
target on most of their attempts. 

Their inaccuracy was one of the 
themes of the night. Saint Joseph’s 
took 7 shots at the goal Wednesday 
night, but was only on target once. 

The Rams stayed methodical 
with their offensive pursuit and 
were able to earn the first and only 
corner kick of the game minutes 
before the break. The kick sailed 
high, making it virtually unplay-
able, but VCU was still able to enter 
the locker room with a 1-0 lead. 

The Rams started out the 
second half by dominating time 
of possession much like they did 
in the first half. Their time on the 
ball eventually led to an opening 
in the Hawks defense in the early 

minutes of the second half. VCU 
took advantage of the room given 
to them by the Hawks defenders 
via a through-pass by midfielder 
Dakota Barnathan.

Barnathan’s pass reached 
redshirt-junior Luc Fatton, 
who dribbled to the front of the 
18-yard box before sinking the 
ball in the back of the net to give 
VCU a 2-0 lead in the 52 minute. 

With Saint Joseph’s now 
down two scores they increased 
their offensive intensity, which 
enabled them to make more at-
tempts at the VCU net but also 
created gaps in their defense.

The Black and Gold were able 
to secure a few fast break oppor-
tunities at the opposing goal late 
in the second half due to break-
downs in the Hawks defense, but 
weren’t able to score on any of 
those opportunities.

However, the consistent at-
tempts at the Hawks net raised 
the level of desperation in the 
Saint Joseph defenders. Towards 
the end of the match both sides 
began to get a little testy -- three 
yellow cards were handed out to 
Saint Joseph’s defensemen.

On Saturday, the Rams 
dropped a 1-0 overtime heart-
breaker on the road at the Univer-
sity of Massachusetts at Amherst. 

Each side had their fair share 
of opportunities to score in 
regulation -- VCU finished with 
nine shots, two of which were 
on target. UMass had ten shots, 
with four finding their mark.

The VCU attack was stifled 
by a UMass backline that com-
municated well throughout the 
match. The Minutemen ran an 
effective offsides trap and forced 
seven offsides calls, which kept 
the Ram’s forwards from utiliz-
ing their speed to create chances.

With under a minute to 
play in the extra frame, UMass 
earned a corner kick. Ty Gon-
calves sent a looping cross into 
the box and Josh Jess connected 
on a header. Jess’s shot snuck 
past VCU keeper Pierre Gardan, 
giving his side the last-second 
victory.

The loss drops the Black and 
Gold to a 5-7-3 overall record and 
a 3-2-1 tally in Atlantic-10 play.  

The Rams will return to 
action this Wednesday in 
Williamsburg when they 
take on the Tribe of the 
College of William and 
Mary. Kickoff is scheduled 
for 7pm. 

Men’s soccer splits pair of conference 
matchups

Locker 
room talk?

Jamal Crawford
L.A. Clippers guard
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Senior midfielder Dakota Barnathan has three assists 
on the season and is a key facilitator for his squad.
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November 2016 

to check out all our  
activities, and find  
full schedules, visit  
recsports.vcu.edu  
or call 804-827-1100.

new TRX classes!

M/W 8 AM  

& TR 12:30 PM

find us online!  

what’s going on?

10/27 Intramural Basketball 
   (MPC & MCV)  
  & Handball league  
  registration ends

10/28 Halloween Climbing    
  Spooktacular

11/5-   Sea-kayaking & Yoga   
11/6 weekend

11/5 American Red Cross   
  CPR/AED/FA Training 

11/13 Full Moon Canoe   

11/19 Inner Tube Water Polo   
  Tournament

11/21 Free Body Compositions

 

registration is now open! visit 
us online at recsports.vcu.edu 

find your motion
ADVERTISEMENT

The Men’s Rugby Club at VCU has faced some of the highest ranked 
teams in Division II rugby in the country this season. Despite a winless 
record, the Rams see development.

The season started strong with a near-victory at Radford University, 
followed by away games at eighth ranked Virginia Military Institute and 
fifth ranked North Carolina State University. At this point in the season, 
the club faced a growing number of injuries, which proved problematic 
as they faced the Hampton Heat, Univeristy of Maryland, Baltimore 
County and most recently the NOVA Griffins.

Team captain and senior flyhalf Conor McGeehin describes rugby as 
one of the most challenging, as well as rewarding, team sports. He said 
it combines different aspects of athleticism, from strength to speed to 
skill, and demands different amounts of each for every player on the field 
throughout the game.

Club president and sophomore flanker Scotty Orrock said the results 
the club has seen doesn’t match what they’ve seen within themselves. 

“The match against NOVA isn’t what we wanted but we definitely came 
together as a team and played really well in the last 20 minutes despite the 
deficit.” Orrock said. “We gained a lot of talent this season, usually half 
our starting side is rookies. I look forward to how they’ll progress in the 
next couple seasons.”

This season’s team is primarily first-year players, along with some 
veterans to the team, as well as players who have experience from other 
rugby programs. The development of new players has been critical not 
only for matches, but for the future of the club.

“We’ve added a lot of new elements to the team this year and moved 
up to a higher division,” Orrock said. “The team is definitely becoming 
more competitive and after getting some more experience against these 
teams, I believe we’ll become a solid competitor in this division.”

The game against the Hampton Heat was the most intense game of 
the season. The match was played in the middle of the recent hurricane, 
causing heavy rain and powerful wind. The game played 13 v 15 for the 
entire second half due to two red cards against the Rams and tragically 
ended the game three points behind, losing 10-7. 

 Rugby has provided McGeehin a mental separation from school and 
where he can spend time with his friends. McGeehin is able to stay in 
shape and have fun playing a sport he generally loves.

McGeehin hopes to see the team come together and continue to work 
to excel on the field. 

“We’ve faced a lot of difficulties this season due to issues such as in-
consistency with numbers, injuries, travel issues, and penalties from poor 
decisions,” McGeehin said. “I feel as though we can take these lessons 
and use them to benefit ourselves and come out to beat ODU and put on 
a great performance in the playoffs.”

The club had this past weekend off for some much needed rest, and 
looks to prepare to face Old Dominion University on Oct. 29th at Seven 
Pines Rugby Pitch in Sandston, Virginia. The following Saturday they 
travel to Virginia Beach for the Cardinal Collegiate Rugby Conference 
Playoffs where they hope to show their significant improvement from the 
start of the semester.

Men’s Rugby Club at VCU trains with the staff at Bon Secours 
Richmond Sports Performance

Club Spotlight: Men’s rugby strides forward
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spectrum Fact of the Week:
Humans have been consuming 
noodles for at least 4,000 years. 

AYA DRIOUCHE
Contributing Writer

Hip-Hop artist Scott Mescudi — better known by his stage name, Kid 
Cudi — sent a deep, personal message earlier this month when he checked 
himself into a treatment facility due to “depression and suicidal urges” he 
said he has been battling for a long time.

“My anxiety and depression have ruled my life for as long as I can 
remember and I never leave the house because of it,” the rapper said. “I can’t 

make new friends because of it. I don’t trust anyone because of it and I’m 
tired of being held back in my life. I deserve to have peace. I deserve to be 
happy and smiling.”

Mescudi’s vocal message was particularly meaningful in light of the 
fact seeking professional help with mental illness is lacking in the black 
community, particularly among men.

According to the U.S. HHS Office of Minority Health, African 
Americans are 20 percent more likely to suffer with a mental illness than 
non-Hispanic whites.

“The context of mental health concerns has shifted and for a very long 
time, people of color have worked within this context of pure survival of this 
mode where if you have your basic necessities, that’s more than what a lot of 
people have,” said VCU Men’s Issue Specialist Howard Lloyd.

Lloyd said he believes the underlying issue stems deeper for men of color 
as opposed to other groups of people, causing an interpersonal conflict with 
the individual. 

“Often times in communities of color, especially with men of color, there 
tends to be a comparison point of ‘I should be able to handle this. Look at 
what my parents and grandparents have made it through,’” Lloyd said.  

VCU freshman Jamila Ward said she thinks the first step to 
understanding and destigmatizing mental health is being considerate of 
everyone’s vulnerabilities.

“Black mental health is a dominant necessity that we need to look upon 
more serious,” Ward said. “Parents and loved ones need to be considerate 
that depression is a real issue especially from ages 14-21.”

Following his message, Cudi received an outpour of love and support 
from his fans and celebrities including Wiz Khalifa, Travis Scott and 
Monica Brown.

At VCU, the University Counseling services — located on the second 
floor of the University Student Commons — offers free counseling to 
all students. After speaking to one of the specialists, the student will be 
directed to the proper treatment that they need. 

“The idea is to be proactive and not reactive” Lloyd said.

Overcoming the mental health stigma in black communities 

Oktoberfest highlights 
underground hip-hop talent

The two-day event opened 
at venue, restaurant and bar 
Strange Matter with the second 
day hosted at a DIY venue space.

“There’s so much energy,” said 
attendee Rami Dahman. “Just 
walking in the door I wanted to 
jump. It’s knee bobbin’, it’s head 
bobbin’.”

Oktoberfest featured 
performances from more than 
a dozen artists from Richmond 
and as far away as Texas and 
Queens, New York. Colmenares 
said he and Noise started 
reaching out to artists three 
months ago, to give artists from 
other states time to make travel 
arrangements.

After a four year wait, Tom 
Cruise returns to the role of ex-
military vigilante Jack Reacher 
in the sequel film “Jack Reacher: 
Never Go Back.”

While I was excited for this 
sequel after being surprised by the 
depth of the first film -- “Never Go 
Back” sadly reverts to tired cliches 
and loses the charm of the original.

“Jack Reacher” released in 
2012 and became one of the 
biggest shockers of the year for 
me. What I thought was going to 
be a jaded Tom Cruise action film 
actually turned out to be a fun-yet-
somewhat-stylish thriller.

In contrast, in “Never Go Back” 
Reacher discovers a military officer 
has been relieved of duty and 
accused of espionage. Convinced 
of her innocence, the two search 
for who framed the officer and 
discover a sinister conspiracy.

If that plot sounded familiar, 
that’s because the story in “Never 

Go Back” in meaningless. While 
interesting at first, the plot quickly 
becomes convoluted and boring, 
leaving the action and script to pick 
up the pieces.

These elements seem strong 
during the film’s opening scene, 
but it soon becomes apparent the 
sequel is lacking in both action and 
writing. Cruise is still a good fit for 
the role, but he has fewer moments 
to intimidate bad guys with witty 
dialogue, or get into impressive, well 
shot fights. 

These scenes still make 
appearances, but they’re hampered 
by the weak additions of Cobie 
Smulders as the female officer and a 
teenage girl who may or may not be 
Reacher’s daughter. 

Smulders provides entertaining 
action scenes, but the teenager only 
adds unnecessary running time and 
serves as a poor device to artificially 
develop Reacher’s character. She’s 
not even an interesting foil for 
Reacher, instead spouting off “cute” 
dialogue which quickly becomes 
unbearable.

Unfortunately, scenes involving 
dialogue between these poorly 
developed characters take up a 
majority of “Never Go Back,” which 
indicates a low-budget, low-effort 
venture on the filmmakers behalf.

The way the film is shot 
is generally lackluster — 
interchangeable with any Jason 
Statham flick in the past decade. 
“Never Go Back” loses the dark 
focus on realism depicted in the 
first Reacher film, and only serves 
to further prove how little anyone 
cared about the making of this 
sequel.

“Jack Reacher: Never Go Back” 
is not only a waste of talent, a 
promising film franchise and theater 
space — it’s also a waste of time. 
This film is what I was afraid the 
original was going to be: utterly 
forgettable.

Rating: Not even worth a rental. 
Just watch the first “Jack Reacher”

Richmond-born artist Slash 
Coleman presented a live-reading 
of the screenplay adaptation of his 
book “The Bohemian Love Dairies” 
in front of a live audience at the 
Firehouse Theatre before he and 
co-creator Leon Phoenix take the 
screenplay to Hollywood.

“It was a bigger story,” said 
Phoenix. “We really had to whittle 
it down to get it down to size.”

“The Bohemian Love Dairies” 
was published in 2013 and 
chronicles Coleman’s upbringing 
in Chesterfield, Virginia and his 
voyages across the country. 12 

wrote more, but never less than 
three sentences.

“The book came out of those 
three sentences every morning,” 
Coleman said.

Since 2001, Coleman said he 
had been writing a fictionalized 
story of his life being raised by 
his father, a genius sculptor and 
alcoholic and his mother who 
survived the Holocaust.

Coleman said in today’s 
world where people have been 
conditioned to measure how success 
money and power, his upbringing 
on the Bohemian ideals of truth, 
love and forgiveness is what makes 
his coming of age tale engaging.

“In this world where everything 
is quantified and qualified it can be 
hard to let go,” said Coleman.

“The Bohemian Love Dairies” 
has been adapted to the stage, and 
the audio book won the award for 
Best Action Stories of 2013 by 
Storytelling World.

“Its the first time I’ve seen a live 
reading in a setting like this,” said 
attendee Jack Cooksy. “I think it 
takes a fair amount of courage for a 
writer to put themselves in front of 
an audience while still working on 
the final project.”

“The Bohemian Love Dairies” is 
available on Amazon.

actors read aloud the screenplay 
that Phoenix and Coleman have 
spent the last two years adapting.

Phoenix said they put on the 
production to see how audiences 
reacted to the flow of the story and 
dialogue.

“The memoir chronicles Slash 
Coleman’s upbringing in the 70s 
and 80s by an eccentric family of 
half-Jewish, half-redneck artists in 
the Capital of the Confederacy and 
his quest to find love,” stated the 
program.

When writing the book, 
Coleman said he promised himself 
he’d write three sentences every 
morning. Somedays he said he 

Sam’s Take:
Jack Reacher: Never Go Back

Lackluster —
interchangeable 
with any Jason 
Statham Flick.”

SAMUEL GOODRICH
Staff Writer

—continued from page 1

JESSE ADCOCK
Spectrum Editor

This year marks the second annual Oktoberfest, Jukumari’s biggest show of the year. 

Twelve actors read the screenplay adaptation of “The Bohemian Love Diaries,” a chronicle of Slash Coleman’s upbringing.  

“After a year of doing these 
shows, it was time to do it a little 
more official,” Colmenares said. 
“I just believe in the collectives 
putting in work here.”

Colmenares said Richmond 
could be the next popping city, 
and artists wouldn’t have to 
resettle in a place like New York 
or L.A. to mature as artists.

“Local hip-hop isn’t as 
established in Richmond as punk 
and hardcore scenes,” Colmenares 
said. “There’s this mentality that 
you have to leave the city and get 
your stones first, then you can 
come back and get local love. We 
want to change that.”

Colmenares said there are 
artists who’ve always wanted to 
meet and grow from each other 

but they’ve never had the occasion. 
He said he organizes shows like 
Oktoberfest to bring people 
together so there’s no tearing each 
other down over the internet.

“No one is as unapproachable 
as you think they are,” Noise said. 
“It’s about building relationships.”

Performing artists THRVD 
(Theravada) and RB CHMBRS 
(Rob Chambers) traveled from 
Queens, New York to play 
Oktoberfest.

THRVD said the Jukumari 
Clinic is demonstrating a good 
template for community building 
that any groups who come after 
can follow.

“I feel like at least being in 
New York most of the shows I’m 
familiar with garner attention 

from internet presence,” 
THRVD said. “Around here 
there’s a more tangible tense of 
what’s going on.”

CHMBRS said Richmond 
is like most cities facing 
gentrification  it’s getting 
smoother and becoming fueled 
off iced coffee and that has 
positives and negatives. For 
example, he said the River City 
brings intrigue, tourists and 
families to the city, but makes 
it hard to operate locally as an 
artist.

“(Richmond) is healthier than 
most cities,” RB CHMBRS 
said. “I know people would be 
surprised to hear it, but they’re 
doing well.”
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8ky debuts solo

MUKTARU JALLOH 
Staff Writer

Formerly part of the electro-pop dance group LMFAO, rapper 8ky, 
born Skylar Gordy, is looking to make his own mark with his new 
album, “Fxck Yeah: Chaos To Consciousness.”

Disbanding in 2012, LMFAO served as a mainstay for party 
anthems and international dance records. 

“Music has always had a serious place in my heart,” 8ky said. “I’ve 
always felt it on spiritual level.”

Thirty songs long, the album is a complete departure from the 
sound that made his former group so successful. Sonically, the album is 
full on hip-hop and chronicles his recent personal experiences. 

Working to debunk LMFAO’s party spirit, Fxck Yeah discusses 
more serious themes and topics. As a result, he said he believes the 
album has been therapy for him and helped alleviate his toughest 
challenges.

“This album is really about where I was, where I am and where I’m 
going,” 8ky said.

During the album’s recording process, 8ky wrote two to three songs 
a day all while dealing with the challenges that come with being a 
recording artist.

“It’s been really hard,” 8ky said. “Labels take your money and 
creativity away to box you in.”

The rapper also dealt with recurring back issues as a result of 
LMFAO’s grueling tour schedule. Despite the hurdles, the rapper kept 
going and decided to put most of the recorded songs on the album.

“To me, that’s what the project is,” 8ky said. “I just turned 30 in 
August. For me, it’s a time capsule. I wanted to do something out of 
the ordinary. It isn’t just a mixtape, there’s a story from front to back.” 

According to 8ky, the album has a change of perspective as it goes 
on and tackles many of the issues that affect young minorities in the 
world today. He said he hopes that album provides a level of hope and 
happiness for both his fans and new listeners.

“There’s so many things that we’re dealing with but I really think 
it’s about good and bad, hate and love,” 8ky said.

8ky plans to release music videos monthly and give the album a 
proper rollout as the year ends. He’s also in the works of preparing a 
nationwide tour to help promote the album.

 “I want people to identify with this album with where they’re at 
in their lives,” 8ky said. “It should represent something they’re going 
through. Listen and growth with project.”

The album is currently available at www.bigbad.com.

8ky cites Tupac and James Brown as his inspirations.
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Firehouse Theatre stages “The Bohemian Love Diaries”
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“ I’m saving an entire  
year’s worth of expenses, 
just by adding one extra 
class per semester.”
– Carley Langley
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*  Estimated savings based on a 
120-credit-hour program with stan-
dard tuition and fees, books/supplies, 
room, board, miscellaneous and 
transportation expenses and gradu-
ating in four years instead of six

SAVE UP TO $50,000.*
dothemath.vcu.edu
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GEORGIA GEEN
Contributing Writer

18-year-old agender YouTuber Chandler Wilson described their rise to 
nearly 300,000 subscribers as “lucky.” 

Having lived in the Richmond area before moving out-of-state to 
attend college, Wilson’s channel is split between vlogging, challenges and 
educational videos on both trans terminology and experiences.

“I didn’t just have one video go viral, I had about five,” Wilson said. 
After coming out as agender and finding a lack of representation of the 

community on YouTube, Wilson was inspired to help spur the development 
of a more substantial non-binary presence on the platform.

Wilson said with binary transgender people, such as trans men and 
women, there are still those under the non-binary trans umbrella, such as 
agender people like as Wilson who do not identify with any gender. 

“I made a coming-out video where I came out to my mom as being trans 
in a year when it was a very big topic, with Caitlyn Jenner and other trans 
celebrities, so it was a big topic in politics -- it still is,” Wilson said

In addition to garnering attention on YouTube, Google selected a clip 
from the video to feature in the “Year in Search 2015” video which was played 
at the commercial breaks during the annual “New Year’s Rockin Eve” special.

Several of Wilson’s other videos have entered the range of seven or eight 
figures in views. One video entitled, “Chapstick Challenge!” has been viewed 
nearly 20 million times. 

Wilson said it surprised them when their videos started going viral, and 
they realized their output would have to be a lot more consistent in uploading.

“Knowing that people were watching my videos really helped, because 
then I knew I could get word out about LGBTQ identities and inform more 
people,” Wilson said.

Throughout YouTube’s 11-year history, the range of content has branched 
into subcommunities, with practices like vlogging and challenge videos 
sprinkled across most channels. 

“Now people are intrigued by educational videos, which I find really 
fascinating,” Wilson said. “It’s good that people are very open to learning a 
broad spectrum of things.”

Wilson said the freedom for diversity of voices is an aspect of independent 
media that is important; while outlets like magazines and film are relatively 
homogenous when it comes to gender identities individuals can establish a 
place for their community on YouTube.

“I know the media likes to say we should ignore asexual people (for 
instance) because they only make up about 1 percent of the population,” 
Wilson said. “Well, by that logic, we should also ignore the entire country of 
Australia. One percent of 7 billion is still a lot.” 

VCU freshmen Nicholas DaSilva, Sydney Munford and Colin Gallagher 
are also trying to add their voices on YouTube.

“There’s something so routine about so many channels and so many people 
who want to pursue an entertainment kind of field,” Munford said. “It’s 
gotten so boring, there’s so little content that’s just spontaneous and fun.”

The students describe their show, “Designer Shorts,” as “college-level 
iCarly.” They anticipate their first episode will release later in the month of 
October.

According to Gallagher they design their content with a focus on 
originality. Most of their show is designed to be comedy and interview-
driven, like “RV-Hey,” where they interview students and people off the street 
about pertinent issues, with some sort of twist.

JESSE ADCOCK
Spectrum Editor

Richmond chess club RVA 
Pieces will celebrate its second 
anniversary with drink specials 
at the bar, free food donated 
by Christian’s Pizza, hip-hop 
DJ D-FX and raffle giveaways 
sponsored by Bamboo Cafe, World 
of Mirth, Stoplight Gelato Cafe 
and the Village Cafe.

The anniversary event will take 
place on Wednesday, Oct. 26 at 
arts nonprofit Gallery5 -- located 
at 200 E. Marshall Street -- from 
9 p.m. until midnight. The club 
meets every Wednesday from 9 
p.m. until midnight at Gallery5 for 
all-skill-levels-welcome free chess 
play, as well as other board games.

“It’s very relaxed and social,” 
said chess player Eugene Gateley. 
“I come here for the wide variety of 
people and types of conversations 
you get into and the personal 
challenge of not knowing who 
you’re going to play next.”

RVA Pieces was founded two 
years ago by Gallery5 operations 
staff member Dave Murray. 
Modeled after Gallery5, Murray 
said he founded RVA Pieces with 
the intention of the club becoming 
a nonprofit and affiliated with the 

Virginia Chess Federation so the 
venue could host small tournaments.

“There’s a lot of community 
drawn to it,” Murray said. “It helps 
you dodge the fear of failure and 
embrace learning. Too often we’re 
taught not to attempt something if 
we know we’re going to lose.”

celebrates two years 
of free, local chess
at Gallery5

Millennials use YouTube as a platform 
to explore gender, college experiences

VCU freshmen Nicholas DaSilva, Sydney Munford and Colin Gallagher hosted their own YouTube channel, “Designer Shorts.”

RVA Pieces hosts open play every Wednesday at Gallery5.
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I come here 
for the wide 
variety of people 
and types of 
conversations 
you get into, 
and the personal 
challenge of not 
knowing who 
you’re going to 
play next.”

Eugene Gateley

RVA Pieces
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The Afrikana Film Festival presented the Richmond premiere 
of the f ilm, “Out In The Night,” at the Bijou Theater followed by a 
Q&A followed the screening with the f ilm’s director Blair Dorosh-
Walther and Renata Hill.

The f ilm chronicles the events of August 2006 when four women, 
Patreese Johnson, Renata Hill, Venice Brown, Terrain Dandrige 
all black lesbian women were sentenced unjustly to jail after being 
attacked in New York City. 

Each spoke about their experiences throughout the process as the 
f ilm reveals racist and homophobic undertones in the U.S. justice 
system.

All from the New Jersey area, the women formed a friendship 
around their identities and soon started going out to gay-friendly 
places. One hot night in August, the four went to see a movie. As 
they left the theatre, a black male began heckling them, making 
comments that inferred rape, such as “Lemme get some of that.” 

When he recognized they were lesbians, the man turned violent 
assaults the women. During the altercation, the man spits, throws 
a cigarette, rips the hair out of two of the women and chokes them. 
In their defense, Johnson grabs a knife and stabs the man. When the 

cops come, each of the women were arrested and eventually found 
guilty on various counts of assault, use of a weapon and attempted 
murder.

During this time, the media takes hold of the controversy and 
begins to publish homophobic headlines. “Attack of the Killer 
Lesbians” read an issue of the NY Post. Labeling the group of women 
as a gang, the media f irestorm turned their night of assault to one 
of shame. At their sentencing, Brown receives f ive years, Dandrige 
receives three years, Hill, who has a young son, receives 8 years and 

Johnson receives 11 years. 
While they’re in jail, the four begin to f ight against their 

controversial sentencing. Going through the appellate court, the 
women worked to reduce some of their sentences and all got released 
at different times.

“I never allowed the situation to break me,” Hill said after the 
screening.

Dorosh-Walther said the hardest part of f ilming the documentary 
was funding and trying not to follow each of the women too closely.  

When asked about her now 15-year-old son, Hill said she is proud 
and details the imporant  role he played in her time in prison.

“I take pride in being a mother so that’s what I was thinking 
about. How was he gonna perceive this and who was going to take 
care of him,” Hill said. “Up until then, I believed in the system. 
I thought everything was there. Then I realized that everything 
was against us. He attacked us and we defended ourselves. It was a 
complete surprise.”

Proud of the f ilm’s response, Dorosh-Walther said the f ilm has 
gotten great support from festivals and universities around the 
country. In addition, she said she hopes that the f ilm serves as a 
turning point in the discussion of similar issues in the country.

“Out In The Night” documents struggles of the Jersey Four

Up until then, I believed in the 
system. I thought everything was 
there. Then I realized everything 
was against us.”

August 18, 2006
Physical altercation between the 
Jersey Four and Dwayne Buckle

April 18, 2007
The Jersey Four are convicted of gang assault; 
the jury rejects their self defense claim.

2008
Venice Brown was sentenced to five years in 
prison with four years of post-release supervision. 
She was released after an appeal and plea deal.

2013
Patreese Johnson’s sentence was reduced 
to eight years after her appeal. She was 
released in 2013.

Renata Hill

Terrain Dandridge was sentenced to three-and-a-half 
years in prison and four years post-release supervision. 
Her conviction was overturned in 2008.

2010
Renata Hill was sentenced to eight years in prison 
and five years of post-release supervision. She was 
released after filing an appeal.
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opinion “These issues need to be brought to light. Administrators 
and students need to know what’s going on in one of  VCU 
and Richmond’s most beloved entities.” — JD Scarbrough

Quote of the week

SRITEJA YEDHARA
Contributing Columnist

With Halloween just around 
the corner, it’s that time of year 
again where any culturally educated 
person is privy to a month of mer-
chandising some pretty culturally 
insensitive “costumes.” 

What’s worse though, is when 
there’s a lack of understanding 
about why a costume called “Native 
American Princess” or “Mexican 
Sombrero Man” is offensive.

As I’ve embarked on writing this 
piece, I’ve found something more 
troubling than what I initially ex-
pected to find: an increasing outcry 
that culturally, racially and ethni-
cally “inspired” halloween costumes 
are not actually racist.

Instead, I’ve stumbled upon the 
argument we should embrace the 
cultures of those around us — and I 
could not agree more — but this is 
not a defense for ignorance. Em-
bracing a culture means you learn, 
engage and take the time to listen 
and understand.

By painting your face black 
to portray a particular character 
or wearing a Native American 
headdress you are not reflecting 
cultural sensitivity, awareness or 
appreciation. You reflect the ac-
tions of a racist. 

Everyday Feminism writer Kat 
Lazo reminds us that in a society 
where being whiteness is the equiva-
lent to “normalcy,” it shouldn’t come 
as much surprise how much Ameri-
cans sell and purchase costumes they 
find foreign, weird or joke-worthy.

Halloween is a holiday associated 
with amusement, mockery and en-
tertainment. By nature, the holiday 
is not intended to be serious — 
rather, it’s a day of the year dedicated 
to frivolity. How then, can someone 
justify “appreciating” another culture 
— for all of its nuance, depth and 
history — by dressing up on a holi-
day that is inherently a joke?

How are children of a “costume-
worthy” culture or identity supposed 
to amount their existence to any-

thing when companies are market-
ing gaudy, prepackaged ensembles 
intended to “represent” them?

It’s imperative we teach our chil-
dren (and our adults) that it is not 
okay to “borrow” someone’s culture 
for one day of the year in search of 
candy — or in the case of most col-
lege students, the biggest party.

Culture is not a costume. It’s 
an amalgamation of generations 
of struggle, injustice and labor. It 
is not justified to wear a costume 
when you do not have to live every 
day with the stigma associated 
with that “look.”

The most repulsive and discon-
certing thing about Halloween 
costumes that appropriate cultures 
is the blatant disregard for identity 
and respect toward the people born 
into the skin they’re in and have to 
think about others’ interpretations of 
a particular bias or stigma every day 
— not just on halloween. 

If you don’t have to send your 
black son or daughter to school every 
day after a long lecture about being 
careful around police officers, don’t 
paint your face black for halloween.

If you don’t have to worry about 
being labeled “terrorist” every day 
of your life, do not wear traditional 
middle eastern wear for halloween.

If Donald Trump is not 
threatening to deport all Mexican 
immigrants because they are “rap-
ists” and “drug mules,” do not find 
humor in purchase the “Mexican 
Sombrero Man.”

If your lineage has not endured 
the struggles of the trail of tears, 
being pushed off their own land 
onto reservations, and then pushed 
further around after that, do not 
show up to the party half-naked 
and in a headdress as a “sexy Native 
American princess.”

We must not, under the guise 
of fun or tradition, belittle gen-
erations of activism and bravery. 
Just because our country has, for 
decades, perpetuated cultural ap-
propriation in the name of Hal-
loween, we do not need to con-
tinue making this mistake. 

Dear Editor,

I first witnessed the VCU Pep-
pas at Freshman Convocation at 
the Siegel Center in August 2015. 
I was hooked. Their energy was 
like no other, and as a musician 
and a non-music major, the idea of 
being part of a school organization 
where I could continue to hone my 
abilities piqued my interest. I was 
thrilled when I made the cut, and 
immediately started playing bass 
guitar with the group.

Honestly, I wouldn’t trade my time 
with the Peppas for anything. It was 
truly a rewarding experience, and I 
gained a very solid group of friends 
and sense of belonging to not only a 
beloved VCU organization, but also 
the university as a whole. As most 
know, this past summer, the Athletic 
Department could not agree to the 
contract terms of our long-time direc-
tor Ryan Kopacsi, and hired Duane 
Coston, who functioned as the 
Assistant Director under Kopacsi my 
freshman year.

After VCU announced the hiring of 
our new director this summer, Duane 
held two meetings with various band 
members about the state of the 
band. Needless to say, many of us 
were skeptical about returning to the 
band. Unfortunately, I was unable to 
attend either of the meetings due to 
the fact I was working in my home-
town of Bristol, Virginia. I contacted 
Duane, and we spoke over the phone 
at length about his goals for the 
band. He made it seem as though he 
honestly felt the situation regarding 
Ryan’s departure was unfortunate, 
but the only way for the band to 
continue to succeed was for him to 
“take the reigns.”

When I arrived back in Richmond 
I was eager for my next chance to 

perform with the Peppas, which was 
Ram Camp at the Siegel Center. 
I arrived early, and gradually other 
returning members filed in after me. 
When downbeat finally came, much 
to my surprise, our new director was 
nowhere to be found. Coston only ap-
peared after the event while the band 
was packing up to inform us that we 
could go home.

One week later, we had our 
second event of the 2016-17 season: 
Freshman Convocation. Convocation 
is one of the most visible events for 
the Peppas, and is attributed to most 
of our roster growth.

The previous years’ convocation 
is what got me interested in the pep 
band begin with, and once again 
Duane was in absentia. Similarly to 
Ram Camp he showed up at the 
end of the event to ride in the bed 
of a pickup truck while the incoming 
freshman class marched behind him.

It pains me to say he followed 
this unfortunate trend throughout 
the rest of my tenure with the 
Peppas. Out of the twelve events I 
attended, Duane attended three and 
conducted at only one.

My last time performing with the 
Peppas was during a men’s soccer 
game against Radford University 
on Friday, September 9. Needless 
to say, Coston did not attend this 
game either. Our performance that 
evening was turbulent, and I felt as 
though we needed the leadership of 
an actual director instead of the two 
student assistants who had been 
picking up his slack.

So after the game I shot him a text 
message stating my concerns about 
the current state of affairs regarding 
the Peppas. Shortly after, I received 
a phone call from Duane, and he was 
very upset. This wasn’t due to our 
performance, but outrage at a stu-

dent who would show concern about 
our leader’s performance.

He then dismissed me from my 
role with the band by saying “Anyone 
who disagrees with how I’m running 
the band will be taken off the roster 
and asked not to return.”

During our phone conversation 
he also said it was his goal for the 
Peppas to be a completely student-
run organization, which was never 
made clear to us before, and that 
“If VCU wants me to stand in front 
of this band they will give me full 
pay and benefits.”

I tried to reach out to him several 
times after this incident, but received 
no response whatsoever. I did not 
see my time with the Peppas end-
ing this way at all. I actually had great 
hope for the band under Coston’s 
direction, and it pains me to say that 
I’ve been completely let down.

Obviously his attendance reflects 
his lack of commitment to the band, 
which also shows in his failure to de-
liver on any of the promises he made.

He promised us a guaranteed re-

hearsal space every week, but by my 
termination we had no rehearsals. He 
guaranteed us reliable transportation 
to and from all events, and we never 
got it. By this point we were deep 
into the fall semester, and still no 
scholarship contacts had been given 
to any members.

The extra money he had promised 
to pay to Peppas who continued to 
perform after meeting their Olympic 
quota? Nowhere to be found.

Our previous director always 
welcomed constructive criticism 
and concerns from the band mem-
bers. He wasn’t just our leader, but 
our biggest advocate. He always 
fought for better treatment and 
compensation for the band as a 
whole. I have a feeling the adminis-
tration and the Athletic Department 
have lost sight of what the Peppas 
truly brought to the table.

We played numerous events 
completely unrelated to sports but 
supported VCU as a university. This 
is a facet of our schedule Coston 
is actively trying to change, saying 

“I have been reluctant to add more 
events to our already packed sched-
ule,” even though this is our lightest 
year in recent history. The Peppas 
WERE one of VCU’s biggest ambas-
sadors, but at the current rate this 
will cease to be true.

These issues need to be brought 
to light. Administrators and students 
need to know what’s going on in 
one of VCU and Richmond’s most 
beloved entities.

Playing with the Peppas was my 
favorite thing about VCU. The band 
always felt more like a family to me 
than just a group of students. It’s a 
shame the very people that make the 
Peppas great are now in such fear 
of repercussions they feel as though 
their only outlet is an anonymous let-
ter to the Commonwealth Times.

It pains me to say even if I were 
to be asked back, based on the way 
things are going I would refuse to 
return. To be a Peppa WAS an Honor, 
HONOR IT!

– JD Scarbrough

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Cultures are not costumes
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RESPONSE: “TAKE THE MONEY AND RUN”
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