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FADEL ALLASSAN
News Editor

A 23-year-old Henrico man was arrested Friday 
in connection with two sexual battery incidents that 
were reported on Monday, according to the VCU 
Police Department.

The department said in a press release that with 
the help of a community tip, detectives arrested 
Nyzia Baskerville, who has no affiliation to VCU, 
and charged him with two counts of sexual battery, 
one count of abduction and one count of trespass-
ing. Baskerville is being held without bond at the 
Richmond Justice Center.

In the first incident, which occurred in a first 
floor restroom of the McGlothlin Medical Educa-
tion Center, a woman reported that a man pushed 
her against the wall and attempted to unbutton her 
pants before she was able to push him away and flee. 
 The second incident occurred as a woman was 
standing outside of the Kontos Medical Sciences 
Building. A man hit her buttocks and fled the area.

Both incidents occurred at around 3:45 p.m.
After the police department received reports 

of the incidents, they sent out crime alerts online 
and via e-mail to students, faculty and staff. Police 
shared photos from the school’s security cameras on 
social media before contacting area media outlets, 
who shared the photos. 

“The VCU Police Department thanks local 
media outlets for publicizing case information,” read 
a statement on VCUPD’s website. “A community 
member provided a tip to police that lead to the 
identification and apprehension of the suspect.”

Arrest made 
in MCV sexual 
battery cases
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Zinefest creates a big 
week for small press

Post-debate: Trump is no conservative
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TEJA YEDHARA
Contributing Columnist

Both the candidates in last week’s historic 
presidential debate were unique to the platform: 
one nominee is the first woman to ever have made 
it this far in a United States presidential race; the 
other is Donald Trump. 

The debate started as any other would, with a 
moderator who already understood his inability to 
get through all the topics that were on hand and 
two nominees whose pre-debate greeting seemed 
more forced than a square peg through a round 
hole.

Last week’s debate moderator, Lester Holt, 

kicked off the evening with an age-old question: 
how are you going to create jobs for America?

Secretary Clinton responded with a clear 
formula — she addressed the “bigger picture,” 
threw in a personal caveat and finally answered 
Holt’s question. Trump’s answer involved pointing 
at Mexico and China, saying they and many other 
countries are “using our country as a piggy bank.”

Trump then said he would reduce taxes on 
companies from 35 to 15 percent and rewrite our 
trade deals, referring to these actions as “beautiful 
things to watch.” Trump insisted that “we have to 
stop (jobs) from leaving.”

JESSE ADCOCK
Sprectrum Editor

Zines, or independently-produced publica-
tions, reached a new-high in public visibility and 
accessibility in Richmond this week as a result of 
the 10th annual Zinefest on Oct. 1 at Richmond 
Public Library, and the opening of the Richmond 
Independent Zine Library (RIZL) at nonprofit 
artspace Gallery5 on Sept. 29.  

Zinefest grows larger and larger each year, 
said Zinefest co-organizer Brian Baynes. During 
his four years organizing the event, he said it’s 
steadily become more diverse, and better attended.

“It falls in place easier each year,” said 
Baynes. “We used to struggle to get tablers. 
Now we sell out.”

According to Baynes, Zinefest is more of a 
forum than a marketplace. While it is about 

trading ideas, it costs money to make zines, so 
it must cost money to acquire them too. Ideally 
if zines could be made and traded for free, then 
they should be, said Baynes.

“I like that unlike a lot of things, a zine doesn’t 
have a golden standard,” Baynes said. “In mov-
ies and music, there’s this standard of what is and 
isn’t. There’s no ‘this is the best zine.”

A zine’s biggest strength is that as long as 
you’re passionate enough to make one, then it can 
be accessible to everyone, Baynes said.

“Richmond has a great small press culture. It 
ties in with DIY culture and the arts school here,” 
said VCUarts alumni and member of zinester 
group Clown Kisses Press James McPherson.

Many arts students want to create something 
independent of VCU, and so many of them 
produce zines, McPherson said. Fostering a zine 
community is the best way support creatives and 

caption

Monroe Park renovations 
set to begin next month

FADEL ALLASSAN
News Editor

The nonprofit group Monroe Park Conservancy has raised 
enough funds to begin renovations on Monroe Park in No-
vember after nearly two years of fundraising.

The $6 million renovations to the 165-year-old park are 
set to begin in November, and will include wireless internet, 

a cafe and bistro, tables and chairs, plaza, police station, ping 
pong table and a scaled model of the James River.

“I look at this as an urban living room, so you want every-
one to feel comfortable using it,” said Alice Massie, president 
of the Monroe Park Conservancy. “So it shouldn’t be just 
students or just people who don’t have anywhere to go, it 
should be families, it should be tourists, it should be people 
just walking, it should be everybody.”

— contnued on page 4
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CRIME LOG

(All data obtained from the VCU 
PD daily incident log)

MONROE PARK CAMPUS

9/25/2016

Robbery - Individual
1100 W. Broad St.
Pending

Disorderly Conduct
1003 W. Broad St.
Closed

Trespassing
Monroe Park, 12 N. Belvidere St.
Closed

City Code Violation
935 W. Grace St.
Closed

Simple Assault/Drunkenness
900 W. Broad St.
Closed

Theft From Building
Student Media Center
817 W. Broad St.
Pending

Simple Assault
400 N. Harrison
Pending

9/26/2016

Drug Violation
Honors College, 701 W. Grace St.
Closed

City Code Violation
500 W. Broad St.
Closed

9/27/2016

Drunkenness
923 W. Franklin St.
Closed

Fraud - ATM
941 W. Broad St.
Pending

Simple Assault
1000 W. Broad St
Pending

Destruction of Property - State
Student Commons, 907 Floyd 
Ave.
Pending

Hit and Run
Jefferson St. Deck
100 S. Jefferson St.
Pending

9/28/2016

Trespassing
11111 W. Broad St.
Closed

Destruction of Property - Private/
Disorderly Conduct/Drunkenness
400 N. Harrison St.
Closed

9/29/2016

Annoying Phone Calls
901 Park Ave.
Pending

Impersonation
900 W. Cary St.
Closed

Giving False Information to Police
Shafer/Grace St.
CLosed

Hit and Run
801 W. Main St.
Pending

Reporting suspicious or 
emergency situations to the 
VCU Police Department can 
help solve crimes, provide 
emergency assistance that 

may save a life and help deter 
criminal activity.

Download the VCU LiveSafe 
mobile phone app to report 

crimes anonymously.

To contact the VCU PD call 
(804) 828-1196.

For an on-campus emergency 
call (804) 828-1234.

For an off-campus emergency 
call 911.

HIBA AHMAD
Staff Writer

“Silence will kill you folks. 
Silence will kill you.”

These are the words of advice psy-
chology professor and Interim Chair for 
the Department of African-American 
studies Shawn Utsey told to a crowd in 
Monroe Park on Sep. 27 during a black-
out and day of healing event.

The event was organized by the 
Black Graduate Students Association 
and spearheaded by Selamawit Hailu, 
a third-year graduate student studying 
clinical psychology at VCU. 

“The purpose of this (event) was to 
focus on bringing our guards down, lov-
ing one another and really hearing the 
experiences of one another while being 
here for that larger purpose,” Hailu said.

The event had a series of speak-
ers including Utsey, Hailu, local black 
activists and students who all urged one 

another to recognize their trauma in or-
der to heal and move forward, while also 
continuing to speak up for their rights. 

“Not only are we expected to experi-
ence these events without complaining, 
but we are expected to be silent about 
them,” Utsey said. “The silence is what is 
traumatizing. Don’t let anyone convince 
you that you should be quiet.”

This day of healing comes at a time 
when the country is facing a dispropor-
tionate number of cases of fatal police 
shootings of allegedly unarmed black 
individuals.

In response, cities across the United 
States including Baltimore, Charlotte 
and Dallas have broken out in protest 
in an effort to hold their local police 
departments and government off icials 
accountable. 

The blackout and day of healing, 
organized by the BGSA, wasn’t the only 
event of its kind that has taken place on 
campus. Earlier in the week, a vigil took 
place on the evening of Sunday, Sep. 25 
at the compass in front of Cabell Li-

brary. 
The f lames of small candles lit up the 

faces of Keith Lamar Scott from North 
Carolina, Trayvon Martin from Florida 
and other victims of fatal police shoot-
ings that were held by the attendees. 
People shared their stories of their fear 
and confusion while others encouraged 
the importance of self love. 

Hailu said she hopes that events en-
circling discussions of trauma and heal-
ing will continue to take place because 
she believes they are as important as the 
protests and demonstrations that are 
erupting across the nation.

“I think the thing that I would want 
to see the most is that we break this 
culture of silence,” Hailu said. “Like Dr. 
Utsey said, silence will kill you, and I 
completely agree. Because with silence, 
we continue to struggle. If faculty, 
administrators and others bring the 
courage and to say, ‘ listen, this is a real 
problem,’ that starts a conversation that 
begins healing for a lot of people.” 

The Black Graduate Students Association organized the event, which had a series of speakers present. 
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On Sep. 12, the Monroe Park SGA held a meeting to discuss difficulties with paid parking on campus.

Students, staff lack parking spaces despite paying for passes

DANIEL DENNEHY
Contributing Writer

According to some members of the community, one 
of the biggest problems on campus is paying hundreds 
of dollars for a parking spot they can’t f ind.

Student street or garage parking ranges from $166 
to $364 a semester. According to VCU Parking and 
Transportation communications specialist Jonsette Cal-
loway, the department sold more than 6,089 parking 
passes for the 12 parking garages on both campuses in 
fall 2016.

“They have a formula,” said Parking and Transporta-
tion Special Events Coordinator Bernard Adams. “Let’s 
say the deck is 1,000, that would 400 spots for students 
and 600 faculty and staff. The formula pretty much 
stays consistent.”

Adjunct professor Gabriella Valsecchi said she also 

has to deal with inability to f ind parking she pays for 
daily and it takes a toll on her ability to meet with 
students.

“Late for my class? No, because my classes start at 
4:30,” Valsecchi said. “But late for meeting my students 
at the library for my off ice hours? Always.”

Students have faced the same issue Valsecchi deals 
with, too.

“Once I was late to class, but another time my class 
was 50 minutes long and I was 20 minutes late so I just 
left,” said junior Rebecca Hagan.

VCU Parking, however, disagrees that a lack of 
space is the problem.

“There are spaces,” said Calloway, the Parking com-
munications specialist. “I don’t know if they don’t want 
to drive to the top level or (what).”

On Sep. 12, the Monroe Park Student Government 
Association held a meeting to discuss diff iculties with 

paid parking on campus.
According to the SGA Senate minutes, VCU Park-

ing interim director Algappan Subramanian said the 
space issues may be due to the department using an 
“over-sell” formula.

“People stop going to class so we start not to have 
issue,” Subramanian said.

While VCU Parking and Transportation does not 
have plans to add new garages in the next f ive years, 
the department does tentatively plan to make improve-
ments to existing garages.

According to the Sep. 12 SGA meeting minutes, 
Subramanian said VCU Parking has plans for $5.4 
million renovations to the Main Street Deck, but VCU 
Parking and Transportation public relations said these 
renovations have not yet been fully approved.

Healing in the wake of violence

Not only are 
we expected to 
experience these 
events without 
complaining, but we 
are expected to be 
silent about them. 
The silence is what is 
traumatizing. Don’t 
let anyone convince 
you that you should 
be quiet.
Shawn Utsey
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SARAROSE MARTIN
Contributing Writer

The Society of Professional Journalists named associate professor Jeff 
South the recipient of the Distinguished Teaching in Journalism Award at 
the organization’s national convention in New Orleans earlier this month.

The award recognizes an outstanding educator who has made an excep-
tional contribution to the profession and/or journalism education. South 
won this year’s award based on his long record of teaching excellence and 
passionate letters of support from Robertson School faculty, according to 
the SPJ.

“I’m awed, humbled and looking at how many great teachers there are 
out there and previous recipients of this award,” South said. “I’m thrilled 
of being included in that echelon of teachers but at the same time I know I 
stand on the shoulder of lots of other people.”

Patrick Kane, former president of the Virginia SPJ professional chapter 
and VCU alum, said South helps students understand the value of journal-
ism in a changing media landscape.

“His enthusiasm for storytelling is genuine and unending,” Kane said. 
“Jeff ensures that Robertson School graduates leave armed with the clips, 
skills and experience to step into professional reporting jobs.”

At VCU, South has taught every course in the Robertson School’s 
journalism/print-online curriculum including the Capital News Service 
capstone and master’s level courses in data journalism.

Kane said South’s Capital News Service course launched his professional 
career and the program is more relevant now than ever for Virginia’s small 
media outlets.

Students taking South’s CNS course receive press credentials for the 
Virginia capitol buildings and cover the entirety of the General Assembly 
session. South edits students’ clips and disperses new content on a daily 
basis through the CNS wire — a network of more than 75 small publica-
tions assembled by South.

“Understanding that their college experience made them a better person 
and gave them skills that they can leverage to be teachers, lawyers, entre-
preneurs, that they can use in any number of different ways,” South said. 
“So I really enjoy working with the next generation of journalists and other 
professionals.”

South said working with young people and “watching that light bulb go 
off” when they understand an idea or find inspiration is what makes teach-
ing worth it.

Former student Margaret Carmel said South’s guidance helped her 
and many other students find jobs after graduation and start the first steps 
toward strong reporting careers. Carmel graduated last May and is now a 
business reporter at the Lynchburg News & Advance.

“Jeff South is one of those unique professors who is able to walk the 
line between giving you constructive criticism, but also encouraging you to 
chase big dreams,” Carmel said.

From paperboy to reporter, South said he was always interested in the 
news and telling stories. As a professional journalist, South said he realized 
he could shape the public agenda and write stories that made a difference.

South graduated from the University of Texas and worked as a reporter 
for several papers in Texas, Arizona and Virginia over the span of a decade.

To broaden his personal horizons and help distance himself from the 
journalism world, South eventually joined the Peace Corps where he taught 
English in Morocco.

“When you’ve been a journalist for a while, there can be a tendency to 
see everything as a story. If it’s not a story you start tuning out, and I didn’t 
like being that way,” South said. “It was a good place to recharge my batter-
ies as a person and as a journalist.”

South began his teaching career at the onset of the PC-revolution and 
said when he became the Politics Editor at the Austin American-States-
man, South used computers to analyze money in politics and researched 
how lobbyists spent money and who was receiving favors.

“Initially, reporters were using computers to do layout and design and to 
write their stories. We were the first really to use computers as a newspaper 
to document how much money was being spent by lobbyists,” South said. “I 
think we opened people’s eyes to the power of computers in doing research.”

From that experience, South said he started training reporters in the 
newsroom, through various journalism organizations and then universities. 
A job opened at VCU in 1997 and South started working full time.

South is also a Fulbright scholar and has taught journalism in China and 
Ukraine as a Knight International Journalism Fellow.

“I’m not intimidated about teaching something that I don’t know much 
about,” South said. “I think journalists by definition are quick studies. We 
know how to learn something … and to some extent we fake it till we 
make it.”

Journalism professor recipient of national 
SPJ teaching award

NICK MICHON
Contributing Writer

Campus liquor violations at VCU nearly 
doubled between 2012 and 2014, according 
to data by the National Center for Educa-
tion Statistics.

NCES data shows in 2012 that there 
were 93 violations on campus. By 2014, that 
number climbed to 180. Unofficial VCU 
Police Department data for 2015 indicates 
numbers will likely continue to rise.

“We only enter the residence halls if we 
get a call,” said VCU Police Department 
Captain Mike O’Berry.

Thursdays through Sundays are busy days 
for VCU PD, with the majority of charges 
happening in the residence halls, according 
to the NCES data.

O’Berry said the underclassman popula-
tion growth each year plays a role in the 
rising number of violations.

“I think social media has made it accept-
able to get drunk at a younger age all while 
giving younger people the ability to get in 
touch with older people who can get them 

alcohol,” said freshman Maddie McElgunn. 
O’Berry said community members unaf-

f iliated with VCU are “expecting more” 
from campus police in regards to controlling 
unwanted noise and garbage from parties 
being held in their neighborhoods.

Students not living in the residence halls 
are able to register their parties through 
VCU PD’s Party Smart website. It allows 
students to receive two warnings via text be-
fore police respond and arrive at the scene. 

O’Berry said the website was made to 
give the department more time to spend 
on issues other than breaking up parties; 
responding to parties is just as much of a 
hassle to them as it is to the students. 

“Cops were just up the block from my 
house last night. Honestly, it feels like the 
parties are getting so big that it seems like 
they never really have the time to charge 
anyone anymore,” said junior Sammy Mc-
Casland.

Several programs have been implemented 
by the VCU PD to help curb underage 
drinking.

“We patrol on campus to get students 
who have been drinking off the streets. Late 

night walking in an alleyway is never a good 
situation given the sexual assault crossroads 
that are tied to underage alcohol consump-
tion,” O’Berry said. 

The VCU PD have also hosted root beer 
keg parties at freshmen residence halls to 
inform students on the consequences of 
underage alcohol consumption.

RVA Buzzkill is another program aimed 
at minimizing liquor violations. The initia-
tive is focused on awareness education and 
the f ive major consequences of drinking: 
sexual assault, athletic deterioration, profes-
sional licensing, driving and party hosting. 

The VCU PD’s Win or Lose taxi cruiser 
is a visual representation parked all over 
campus showing students how much a DUI 
could cost them.

“I think it is now easier to get busted for 
drinking. It feels like police have quotas to 
meet around here on campus,” McElgunn 
said. 

O’Berry said many of the enforcement 
measures are specif ically for student safety, 
with liquor charges not being an arrest the 
department enjoys making.

Campus alcohol violations rising annually

South has taught every course in the Robertson School’s 
journalism/print-online curriculum. 

U.S. Dept. of Education implements new FAFSA deadline

HIBA AHMAD
Staff Writer 

As the room filled to just be-
low capacity, the Theta Ro chap-
ter of Alpha Phi Alpha, played 
“Lean on me” by Bill Withers.

Students, faculty and 
representatives from local 
law enforcement agencies 
hummed along to the image 
of a black man with his hands 
raised before blue and red 
flashing lights.

The group gathered in the 
Academic Learning Com-
mons for a “Know Your Rights” 
forum on Sep. 25 to address 
the growing cases of police 
shootings of allegedly unarmed 
black men.

More than 700 people have 
been fatally shot by police in 
2016, according to Washington 
Post data.

“The history of our fra-
ternity is in civil rights,” said 
Christian Xavier White, a 
member of Alpha Phi Alpha 
and moderator for the event. 
“It’s our duty and our responsi-
bility, not just as human beings, 
but as well as in the values that 
our fraternity holds to serve our 
community.”

Representatives from the 
Richmond Police Department, 
VCU Police Department, the 
Commonwealth Attorney’s 
office and President Rao’s 
office were among the panel-
ists. White and Jazz Johnson, 
another fraternity brother, 
moderated the event.

Wanya Reese, a VCU ju-
nior, said as a young black man, 
he came to the forum seeking 
guidance for interactions with 
law enforcement. 

“Being an African-Amer-
ican especially in America 
comes with a different set of 
standards — a different way 
that you’re expected to conduct 
yourself,” Reese said.

The forum included four 
topics: deeper understanding 
of police officers, brutality and 
role reversal, bias and reporting 
measures for officer misconduct 
and community involvement 
with local police.

The panelists did not see 
the questions prior to the event 
and were given time to answer 
them thoroughly before open-
ing the floor for a Q&A with 
the audience.

Reese said he appreciated 
the forum and helped work 
through a difficult but neces-
sary conversation. 

“The United States has a 
pretty rough history, but the is-
sue is that we don’t want to talk 
about that history. We want to 
sugar-coat it and hide it, but it’s 
very important that we engage 
with that dialogue.”

Know Your Rights
Forum addresses police interactions
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2012

180 

violations 

on campus 

in

2014

MARY LEE CLARK
Staff Writer

The U.S. Department of Education made a major change 
to the 2016-2017 Free Application for Federal Student Aid 
(FAFSA) to encourage more students to fill out the applica-
tion.

The FAFSA application was made available to students on 
Oct. 1 opposed to the former Jan. 1 launch date. In addition, 
students will be using tax returns from 2015 to complete the 
application.

“The goal of early FAFSA is to expand college opportunity 
by ensuring that students and families have more time to 
consider their college options with an understanding of the 
financial resources available to help them pay for college,” 
said Undersecretary of Education Ted Mitchell said in a let-
ter sent to university presidents.

Some students, like senior Chelsea Crooke, think it’s a 
great idea to give students more time to fill out the compli-
cated application.

“It’s more helpful because everyone procrastinates,” Crooke 
said, “And It’s probably less stressful for the students because 
FAFSA takes incredibly long to process.”

Executive Director of Financial Aid at VCU Marc Vernon 
said he hopes the increased period of time will encourage 

students to fill it out because without a completed FAFSA 
students are ineligible for financial aid.

Vernon said filing before the priority deadline on March 
1 gives students a better chance of receiving the financial 
aid they need. State and university funds are limited, and 
once they are exhausted there is no more money to supply to 
students, according to Vernon.

“State aid is really limited and institutional aid is really 
limited,” Vernon said. “I don’t have a lot of money to give 
out based on the amount of students that we have that need 
financial aid.”

Previously, the federal due date for taxes being April 15, 
but the FAFSA priority deadline required completed tax 
returns by March 1. The new release date alleviates this 
problem because families will already have their taxes f iled 
for 2015 by the October application opening.

There are additional steps students can take to make the 
application process easier, too. The Department of Education 
has included a link from the FAFSA application to the IRS 
using a data retrieval tool.

This tool can be found on the federal aid application and 
will temporarily direct the student or parent to the IRS site, 
where they will be ask a few authenticating questions. After 
that is done, the information from their selected tax year will 
be automatically transferred to the application.

The history of 
our fraternity 
is in civil 
rights. It’s our 
duty and our 
responsibility, 
not just as 
human beings, 
but as well as 
in the values 
that our 
fraternity holds 
to serve our 
community.
Christian Xavier White
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According to the renovation plan approved by 
City Council in 2014, the Conservancy will lease 
Monroe Park from the City of Richmond for 30 
years, but the city retains the right to terminate the 
lease at any time. VCU will assume responsibility for 
park maintenance.

The city and Conservancy are splitting the cost of 
renovations. Upkeep will cost a projected additional 
$1.5 million, but the Conservancy has already begun 
to raise that money.

Massie said she and others in the conservancy 
believe the park is need of serious upgrades due 
to dried-out dirt and a faulty sewage system. 
Massie said the park has also lost its aesthetic 
value and a makeover could revitalize the area. 
 But the upcoming renovations haven’t satisf ied 
everyone -- particularly members of the homeless 
community,

ASWAN, a local homeless advocacy group 
that has fought the renovations for several years, 
said changes to the park will displace the home-
less who congregate there  daily and severely 
limit access to other services the park provides.

“Most of the existing infrastructures have 
restrictions on it that make it hard for broad 
volunteer bases to engage,” said Jess Izen, an 
ASWAN member. “Monroe Park is a very open 
space that people come to because there isn’t as 
much bureaucracy, so it would be diff icult for a 
lot of those individuals to f ind somewhere to do 
what they’re doing.”

Izen said the renovations pose threats that 
have left many scrambling to f ind an alterna-
tive to Monroe Park for service providers who 
distribute food, a place to use the bathroom and 

a community space.
But according to Massie, there is a solution: 

to connect service providers with those who need 
them.

Massie said the city’s Department of Social 
Services will have a 211 phone number where 
providers can call when they have a service to 
give and homeless people can call and f ind out 
where to get service, shelter or food. 

Izen said they are skeptical that homeless 
people will receive the same service they do now 
with the 211 number.

“There’s issues of access and having a regular 
around-the-clock spot that everyone is aware 
of. Including people coming from out of town 
to offer services,” Izen said. “Are they going to 
connect people that are sharing food in an un-
permitted way in a sanctioned space? Because it 
seems to me like it’s going to reduce the amount 
of services offered.” 
 Instead, Izen is working with service providers 
to relocate to Abner Clay Park in Jackson Ward, 
although the location doesn’t have bathrooms 
and the amount of space that Monroe Park does. 

“There are services that you can only get here 
(Monroe Park) so just because you can access 
other city services doesn’t mean that’s dealing 
with the gap that’s being created.”

That gap is one that Massie said she thinks 
can’t ever be completely f ixed.

“ASWAN does have a point, but I think where 
ASWAN misses is, you can only ask for so much 
for free and they’re asking for a lot of things for 
free,” Massie said.

 

ELECTION 2016

SIONA PETEROUS
Staff Writer

Richmond’s seven mayoral candidates gathered 
at the Virginia Museum of Fine Arts last Thursday 
to  discuss education, transportation, infrastructure 
and the James River System during the much antici-
pated “Mayorathon” forum.

The forum was organized by Richmond 
Magazine in conjunction with five local nonprofits: 
Richmond Forward, RVA Rapid Transit, The James 
River Association, Sport Backers and the Storefront 
for Community Design.

Each candidate had only one minute to respond 
to questions posed by the moderators -- Susan Win-
iecki, associate editor of Richmond Magazine and 
Tiffany Jana, CEO of TMI Consulting.

The forum opened with a focus on what actions 
the candidates would take to provide Richmond 
Public Schools with sustainable funding solutions. 

“It’s just not about funding the programs,” said 
former Secretary of the Commonwealth Levar 
Stoney, who advocated for a holistic approach to the 
topic, “The mayor has to be the one who recognizes 
the main number one job is to improve the quality 
life of the child.”

Former Venture Richmond director Jack Berry 

responded by commenting on an unrelated feud 
with front-runner and former state delegate Joe 
Morrissey until a chorus of boos drowned out his 
response.

City Councilman Jon Baliles (1st district, West 
End) offered the most detailed economic plan for 
RPS.

Baliles advocated for 60 percent of real estate tax 
to go toward education. How he would implement 
the tax wasn’t clear since, as noted by the modera-
tors, the General Assembly can be “highly unpre-
dictable.” 

When it came to transportation and infrastruc-
ture, the questions largely centered on transpor-
tation inequity, bike safety and what steps each 
candidate would take in the coming year to develop 
a master city plan.

All the candidates except Morrissey agreed 
Richmond needs more investment in biking and 
walking services.

In contrast, Morrissey said he believes in 
expanding the GRTC line with focus on “axillary 
arteries,” which will help citizens connect with more 
job and educational opportunities throughout the 
city.

Bobby Junes, a member of the Park and Advisory 
commision of Henrico County, said the real issue is 

disconnected street planning. 
“Is it for the walker, for the biker, automobilist 

— is it going to be for public transportation?” Junes 
said. “All four of these issues have got to hit the table 
at the same time.”

Junes concluded by pushing for a centralized data 
planning system. 

Stoney summed up Richmond’s bike system is-
sues and safety hazards with a comment that drew a 
laugh from the crowd.

“There are some (bike) lanes people use which 
just ends and stops,” Stoney said. “Imagine driving 
down the street and the highway just stops.”                        

When asked how many miles of bikes lanes the 
candidates would add to Richmond each year, both 
Berry and City Council President Michelle Mosby 
(9th district, South Central) agreed it’s hard to tell 
without having access to the state and local funds 
records.

Additionally, Berry explained the main issue is 
an institutional failure on how to utilize the city’s six 
existing transportation grants.

The next Mayor will put most of their resources 
into creating a new Master Plan. Richmond’s cur-
rent one was only intended for use from 1999 to 
2010.

Architect Lawrence Williams said he would fix 

the bike issues by working with civic city associa-
tions and focus on an updated Master City Plan by 
collaborating with mass transit systems.

Stoney and Junes both said the results of their 
Master City Plan would ultimately benefit educa-
tion. Berry said he would like to see a more equi-
table development of Richmond’s neighborhoods. 

Baliles and Mosby both said they would model 
their Plan after the previous Downtown plan, but 
Mosby emphasized there needs to be more effort 
to reach people in all neighborhoods, regardless of 
socioeconomic status.

The final topic focused on the River Front Plan 
and the James River at large. 

Junes said he would put a hold on any current 
projects since the Stone Brewery business project is 
already underway.

Williams said he would focus on beautification 
of the river and building more housing across it.

Morrissey and Stoney both spoke about anti-
quated sewer systems and their respective concerns 
about runoff and overflow which they would aim to 
combat it if elected.

The event closed one a hopeful note, with each 
candidate telling the audience what they hope a 
newspaper headline would say about their leadership 
two years into their administration.

Homeless community braces for Monroe Park renovations

From L to R: City Councilman Jon Baliles, former Venture Richmond Executive Jack Berry, Park and Advisory commission member Bobby Junes, former state delegate Joe 
Morrissey, City Council President Michelle Mosby, former Secretary of the Commonwealth Levar Stoney and architect Lawrence Williams.

— contnued from page 1

A blueprint for the proposed Monroe Park renovations, which are set to be com-
pleted in November, 2017.

PH
O

TO
 C

O
U

R
TE

SY
 O

F 
 M

O
N

RO
E 

PA
RK

 C
O

N
SE

RV
EN

CY

PH
O

TO
 B

Y 
JU

LI
E 

TR
IP

P

MAYORATHON 2016: Richmond candidates put to the test

35 Days Until
Election Day

AT THE POLLSGo to 
elections.
virginia.gov 
for registration 
and polling 
information

36% 
Republican
Trump

43% Democrat
Clinton

9% 
Libertarian
Johnson

1% 
Green
Stein

Real Clear Politics average, Sep. 11 - Sep. 23

VIRGINIA GENERAL ELECTION

Correction: last week’s print issue of the CT incorrectly stated Trump at 7 percent of the vote, Stein at 37 
percent and Johnson at 1 percent, according to the CBS/YouGov poll dated Sep. 21-23.

The correct numbers should have stated Trump at 37 percent, Johnson at 7 percent and Stein at 1 percent.
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sports Stat of the Week
Alicia Kandler blasted 13 kills in volleyball’s 
3-0 victory over La Salle.

SOPHIA BELLETTI
Sports Editor

Washington Wizards fans and 
Richmond locals decked out in red, 
white and blue welcomed the Wiz-
ards to the Siegel Center Friday for 
their only open preseason practice. 

On Sept. 19, the franchise an-
nounced a one year agreement with 
VCU to return to the Stu after a 
seven-year hiatus

“Nobody’s ever been to Richmond, 
we’re all excited to be on VCU’s cam-
pus and get some good work in,” said 
Wizards guard Bradley Beal prior to 
arriving in Richmond. 

Beal missed the Wizards’ 
practice on Thursday and Friday 
after sustaining a mild concus-

sion during practice Wednes-
day morning.

Midway through 
practice, Beal caught an 
inadvertent elbow to his 

head from center Ian Mahinmi, according to 
first year head coach Scott Brooks, and was 
temporarily removed from participation.

The 23-year-old guard passed the NBA’s 
return-to-participation protocol and returned 
to a full workload by Saturday. 

“(Training camp gave) us time to mesh and 
bond together with the teammates and guys 
and get a feel for the coaching staff,” Beal said. 
“Different players off the court as well.”

Brooks agreed to a five-year, $35 million 
contract back in April. The former Oklahoma 
City Thunder head coach emerged as the 
front-runner for Washington’s vacancy after 
the final game of the Wizards’ disappointing 
41-41 season. 

Brooks posted a record of 338-207 with the 
Thunder and made a trip to the 2012 NBA 
Finals among his five playoff appearances. 

“We have a fan base here (in Richmond) 
that’s going to get an opportunity to see our 
guys in action,” Brooks said.

The open practice was about entertaining 
the fans above anything else.

The session began with quintessential 
routines: layup lines and three on two, two on 
one drills.

John Wall and the team wrapped up prac-
tice showing off for the fans in a half-court 
shot competition and dunk contest. 

Between drills, the Gold Rush Dancers and 
Wizard Girls performed. 

“(Training camp) gives us a great opportu-
nity to get away and bond with one another 
away from our home city,” Brooks said. “We 

have a new staff, seven or eight new players on 
the team and we have the returning players 
understanding what we do and trying to get 
on the same page moving forward.”

20-year-old Wizards guard Kelly Oubre Jr. 
is entering his second year with Washington. 
The New Orleans native played at the Univer-
sity of Kansas in the 2014–15 season. 

Oubre was twice named Big 12 Newcomer 
of the Week and subsequently earned All-
Newcomer Team honors. He also earned an 
All-Big 12 Honorable Mention. In 36 games 
for the Jayhawks in 2014–15, Oubre averaged 
9.3 points, 5.0 rebounds and 1.1 steals in 21.0 
minutes per game.

In April of 2015, Oubre declared for the 
NBA draft, forgoing his final three years of 
college eligibility.

Prior to the camp, Oubre said he was 
excited to use training camp as an opportunity 
to build chemistry with his teammates on the 
court and he was looking forward to his first 
trip to Richmond.

“I’m looking for a good vibe,” Oubre said. 
“I know some people from Richmond and they 
tell me it’s a great city so I’m definitely trying 
to come and see what the hype is about.”

The Wizards returned to D.C Saturday 
night.

The Wizards begin their exhibition season 
Tuesday against the Miami Heat at the Veri-
zon Center. Tip off for their regular season is 
Oct. 27 against the Atlanta Hawks at Phillips 
Arena.

Wizards leave the Stu spellbound

Nobody’s ever been 
to Richmond, we’re 
all excited to be 
on VCU’s campus 
and get some good 
work in.
Bradley Beal

John Wall entered training camp a little wobbly after undergoing knee surgery on both knees last May. Although the all-star guard wasn’t al-
lowed to scrimamage, Coach Scott Brooks estimated he did 70-75 percent of practice during training camp.

The Rams fell to Duquesne University 3-1 on Sunday, Oct. 
2, but beat Davidson 2-1 last Thursday, Sept. 27.
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Duquesne

Davidson

Oct 4  Miami Heat
Oct 6  Philadelphia 76ers
Oct 10  New York Knicks
Oct 13  Philadelphia 76ers
Oct 15  Sacramento Kings
Oct 18  Cleveland Cavaliers
Oct 21  Toronto Raptors

L 3-1  

W 2-1 

RODNEY ROBINSON
Contributing Writer

DUQUESNE    

The Rams fell to conference 
opponent Duquesne University 
3-1 on Sunday, Oct. 2. 

The VCU defense had a strong 
performance in the first half, 
holding the Dukes scoreless. Red-
shirt sophomore goalkeeper Au-
drey Sanderson had a lock-down 
first half, totaling four saves.  

Freshmen midfielder Alyssa 
Tallent put the Rams on the 
board 31:21 into the first half 
with her first collegiate goal. 

The Black and Gold attack 
had a plethora of opportunities to 
pull away, but the Duquesne de-
fense managed to keep the game 
close. The Rams’ offense had 18 
shots in total, with 11 of those 
shots on goal, but were unable to 
add to their lead. 

The second half was a half 
of missed opportunities by the 

Rams’ offense. VCU had nine 
shots in total in the half, but 
was unable to capitalize on those 
opportunities. The Rams had 
five corner opportunities in the 
second half, but were likewise 
unable to convert. 

The Dukes came out firing in 
the second half with two goals 
within the first five minutes. 
Duquesne did not look back and 
added another score late to put 
VCU away for good. 

 DAVIDSON     

VCU was victorious Thursday, 
Sept. 27 against conference foe 
Davidson University, by a final 
score of 2-1. 

The Rams began Atlantic-10 
conference play in winning fashion 
on Thursday night in a tight battle 
featuring two stingy backlines. 

The Black and Gold defense 
imposed their will early, not al-
lowing Davidson a single shot 
throughout the first half. 

Sanderson managed to notch 
her fifth win of the season, as she 
came away with four saves on a 
paltry five shots. Sanderson’s play 
in front of the net anchored the 
Ram’s defense throughout the 
matchup. 

VCU put up nine shots against 
the Wildcats in the first half 
and totalled 16 shots on the day 
with five finding goal. Sopho-
more forward Julia Suarez was a 
huge factor on offense, as she was 
responsible for one assist and one 
goal in the match.

After a goalless stalemate in 
the first half, Davidson got started 
quickly with three shots on goal in 
the early stages of the second half. 
The Wildcats finally broke through 
in the 53rd minute, taking the lead 
1-0.

However, Suarez uplifted the 
Rams offensively to regain the 
lead. At the 57:45 mark in the sec-
ond half, Suarez scored her team 
leading fifth goal on the season on 
a brilliant strike from 30 yards out. 

Suarez assisted junior defender 
Megan Dell in the 63rd minute, 
giving the Rams a 2-1 lead. The 
Black and Gold continued to play 
stifling defense from there on out 
en route to a pivotal conference 
victory.

The Rams are back in action 
Thursday, October 6th as they look 
to pick up another conference vic-
tory, this time on the road, against 
Fordham University.

Women’s soccer splits conference pair

WIZARDS
PRESEASON GAMES

Home Games
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ZACH JOACHIM
Sports Editor

The racial demographics of baseball 
in America are part of a conversation 
surrounding the long-term sustainability 
of the sport.

Baltimore Orioles center-fielder 
Adam Jones is one of the few baseball 
players who spoke out on the issue. Jones 
said Black players don’t feel empowered 
in baseball as they do in football or bas-
ketball due to the demographics.

“We already have two strikes against 
us, so you might as well not kick yourself 
out of the game,” Jones said. “In football, 
you can’t kick them out. You need those 
players. In baseball, they don’t need us. 
Baseball is a white man’s sport.”

Only 8 percent of MLB players are 
Black, compared to 68 percent in the 
NFL and 72 percent in the NBA. This 
reality is what Jones referenced when he 
said “they don’t need us.” Black baseball 
players feel the threat of alienation in a 
sport dominated by whites and hispan-
ics. 

Now-retired Minnesota Twins out-
fielder Torii Hunter disagrees with Jones 
to an extent, but still echoes his senti-
ment in terms of Black player’s reluc-
tance to speak up.

Hunter said baseball “is our game 
too.” He pointed out Blacks had their 
own baseball league and played the sport 
before football “or anything else.”

“I know what they mean though,” 
Hunter said. “You’ve got to understand 
baseball is dominated by whites, so 
when we take a stance for an injustice 
or anything else going on in the world, 
we get scrutinized because we are in the 
minority. You have more of a voice in 
basketball and football.”

Perhaps the best illustration of MLB’s 
political and demographic make-up is 
by comparison to the other arenas of 
popular professional sports.

The sports world has undergone a 
renaissance of social activism in wake of 
49ers quarterback Colin Kaepernick’s 
controversial decision to kneel during 
the national anthem.

Since Kaepernick’s original protest, 
numerous NFL teams engaged in similar 
displays of unity while players either 
joined Kaepernick in kneeling or raised 
their fists during the anthem.

Similarly, the NBA appears primed 
to embark on a landmark campaign of 
activism in the 2016-17 season.

On Sep. 12, the Atlanta Hawks 
announced plans to host the inaugural 
“Unity Game” on Monday, Oct. 10. The 
game will be preceded by six service 
projects in the city conducted by the 
Hawks’ staff and the 46th Atlanta Pride 
Festival.

Even collegiate sports have become a 
forum for activism.

A large segment of the Texas Chris-
tian University student body locked arms 

and kneeled during the anthem before 
their homecoming game on Sep. 16. 
At the University of North Carolina at 
Chapel Hill, many students sat dur-
ing the national anthem before a game 
against the University of Pittsburgh on 
Sep. 24.

Major League Baseball is the only in-
season, widely followed North Ameri-
can sports institution that has failed to 
follow 49ers quarterback Colin Kaeper-
nick’s lead in showing solidarity with the 
plights of Black Americans.

The lack of activism is a product of 
culturally exclusive practices and expec-
tations ingrained in the sport and associ-
ated with a conservative mindset. 

This long-held status-quo must 
change if MLB hopes to maintain any 
semblance of relevance and respect 
in the sporting landscape, and most 
younger players realize this regardless 

of their race.
Washington Nationals much ma-

ligned left-fielder Bryce Harper is the 
the leading voice of a campaign dubbed 
Make Baseball Great Again. (Yes, pun, 
and insinuation, intended)

Along with Harper, many players 
have voiced the opinion that baseball 
must detach itself from old-school 
philosophical approaches associated with 
conservative white America.

Toronto Blue Jay’s outfielder Jose 
Bautista became a poster child for the 
movement last October. Baseball is 28.5 
percent hispanic, and consequently, a 
slew of hispanic players have felt empow-
ered enough to make their voices heard 
in an effort to drive the game forward.  

Bautista, a Dominican native, is infa-
mous for his unapologetic intensity and 
brash demeanor. 

After hitting a go-ahead three-run-

homer in the bottom of the seventh in-
ning in a win-or-go-home game 5 of the 
American League Division Series last 
October, Bautista flung his bat towards 
the opposing dugout in celebration.

Many ‘old school’ baseball play-
ers, managers, executives and writers 
condemned Bautista for breaking the 
unwritten rules of baseball and thereby 
disrespecting the game.

“For whatever reason, there’s a section 
of old-school, my-way-or-the-highway 
type of people who never want the game 
to evolve,” said Bautista. “They’re the 
dinosaurs who believe that everybody 
should play the same and act the same 
way.

“They usually claim that it is out of 
‘respect.’ In my opinion, true respect 
is about embracing the differences in 
people’s cultures.”

At it’s roots, this is what the ‘Make 

Baseball Great Again’ movement is all 
about -- embracing the diverse cultural 
milieu of the game.

The opposing school of thought is 
what Jones spoke of in saying Black play-
ers have “two strikes against” them.

Players fear the inevitable backlash of 
baseball’s largely conservative following. 
If a hispanic player gets heavily criticized 
for flipping his bat, what would the reac-
tion to a Black player kneeling for the 
anthem be?  

Baseball must grow up. The conserva-
tive hierarchy still clinging to culturally 
exclusive practices is dying, and must be 
rooted out if the game is to so keep pace 
with our ever more culturally inclusive 
society. 

“That kind of thinking is not just old 
school, it’s ignorant,” Bautista said. “And 
it is slowly becoming extinct.”   

THE PRESS BOX 
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NICK VERSAW
Contributing Writer

The VCU Athletic Department 
encouraged its student athletes to 
speak out following San Francisco 
49ers quarterback Colin Kaepe-
rnick’s controversial decision to 
abstain from standing during the 
national anthem.

In light of recent protests by 
Kaepernick and athletes around the 
country, VCU is emboldening its 
student athletes and supporting their 
right to speak freely on causes they 
feel strongly about. 

“We support our student athletes’ 
right to free speech, and we encour-
age them to be agents of positive 
change within their communities,” 
reads an official statement from 
VCU Athletics. “Our job is to 
prepare them to make choices for 
themselves.”

The department said its goal is 
to provide student athletes with the 
knowledge necessary to voice their 
opinions on such issues.

“VCU administrators meet 
regularly with our student-athlete 
advisory group, where we discuss 
social-justice issues and allow 
(student athletes) to drive and decide 
which issues are important to them,” 
said VCU Assistant Athletic Direc-
tor for Athletics Communications 
Chris Kowalczyk.

Some of the programs sponsored 
by VCU Athletics is the “It’s On Us” 
campaign to combat sexual assault 
on college campuses.

Athletics has also partnership 
with the university to celebrate 
LGBTQ History month through a 
series of “pride games.”

A one-credit module that focuses 
on diversity and inclusion is also 
offered to student athletes during the 
fall semester.

“We also ask all student athletes 

in our annual survey to name the 
topic for which they’d like to receive 
more programming,” Kowalczyk 
said.

Despite the university backing 
athletes’ right to free speech, some 
question whether students will fol-
low in Kaepernick’s footsteps.

Associate professor at the VCU 
Center for Sports Leadership Bren-
dan Dwyer elaborated on the issue. 

“In an age where some people 
believe courage comes in 140 char-
acters or less, Colin Kaepernick did 
more in 90 seconds than a lifetime 
of tweets,” Dwyer said. “Many 
will argue the act, but it appears he 
was prepared for the consequences, 
which cannot be said for most ath-
letes’ behavior.” 

Through the first four weeks of 
the NFL season, nearly two-dozen 
individual NFL players and two full 
teams have joined in Kaepernick’s 
protest by kneeling, raising a gloved 
fist or locking arms with teammates 
during the national anthem.

University enourages 
student athlete activism

ADAM
JONES

STRIKES
AGAINST US

JESSICA WETZLER AND SOPHIA BELLETTI
Contributing Writer and Sports Editor

ST. JOE’S

VCU field hockey fell by a score of 3-2 in a 
nail-bitter against Saint Joseph’s University at 
Ellen Ryan Field in Philadelphia on Sunday 
afternoon. 

The Hawks flew onto the scoreboard first in 
the 19th minute when Anna Willocks dribbled 
the ball into the circle before scoring unas-
sisted, giving Saint Joseph’s a 1-0 lead.

VCU responded seconds before closing the 
first half. Junior midfielder Spencer Tossone fed 
sophomore forward Emily McNamara a pass 
at the top of the circle and her long range shot 

flew past the Hawks keeper, tying the game
St. Joe’s outshot VCU 16-3 in the first half. 

The Rams offense came alive in the second 
half, recording 12 shots while Saint Joe’s 
recorded 11. 

The Hawks regained the lead in the 47th 
minute on a penalty corner as Willocks 
scored her second goal of the game. Just three 
minutes later the Hawks increased their lead 
to 3-1 as Joely Helder scored off a pass from a 
penalty corner.

The Rams continued to fight as McNamara 
forced saves on back-to-back penalty corners 
in the 55th minute.

VCU closed the deficit to 3-2 with just 
under two minutes to play. Ward scored her 
second goal of the season off a penalty corner 

assist by Tossone.
Tossone recorded two assists for the game 

and junior goalkeeper Chessa Kownurko 
recorded eight saves in the cage.

VCU led the Hawks in penalty corners 10-9 
but Saint Joseph’s held a 27-15 edge in total 
shots and an 11-6 advantage in shots on goal.

 
LA SALLE

Field hockey took on La Salle University 
on Sept. 30 at Cary Street Field. Despite a 8-5 
edge in shots, VCU fell to La Salle 3-1.

Senior defender McKenzie Bowler scored 
the lone goal for the Rams in the 57th minute 
unassisted. Bowler led the team with four total 
shots and put three of those shots on frame.

McNamara had an early penalty corner op-
portunity for the Rams just two minutes into 
the game but was unable to execute. In the 
11th minute, the Rams came close to open-
ing the scoring again as McNamara’s second 
shot deflected off the post and back out on a 
penalty corner.

Kaup had a shot in the 19th minute that 
forced a save from La Salle’s goalkeeper Ra-
chel Hartman.

La Salle scored first in the 29th minute as 
Logan Oh got the goal with an assist from 
April Stein. The Explorers took a 1-0 lead into 
halftime. Megan Kida scored for La Salle in 
the 43rd minute and Devin Muracco added 
the final goal to cap off La Salle’s victory less 
than a minute later.

Kownurko recorded two saves for VCU, 
both of which were in the first half. McNa-
mara had two shots while Kaup and sopho-
more defender Jordan Lally each had one shot 
on goal.

The Rams were even with La Salle 5-5 in 
shots on goal, but had a decisive 8-1 edge in 
penalty corners for the game.

The Rams continue conference play with 
a match at Cary Street Field on Friday at 2 
p.m. against the University of Massachu-
setts at Amherst.

St. Joe’s Hawks prey on Rams’ field hockey

VCU field hockey hasn’t beat Saint Joseph’s since their 1-0 victory in 2013.
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We support our 
student athletes’ 
right to free 
speech, and we 
encourage them 
to be agents of 
positive change 
within their 
communities.
VCU Athletics
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GABE HAUARI
Staff Writer

VCU was in search of a new men’s soc-
cer coach after the departure of longtime 
Ram Tim O’Sullivan in 2009. Seven years 
later, it’s safe to say Dave Giffard has been 
the perfect fit. 

Giffard said he grew up playing mul-
tiple sports, but gravitated to team sports, 
specifically soccer. The day-to-day cama-
raderie with his teammates and coaches 
along with the journey that takes place 
during a season were especially satisfying. 

Giffard saw the opportunities the game 
offered other players and wanted to help 
them obtain those opportunities.

“I’m an educator who is fortunate 
enough to educate through the game that 
I love,” Giffard said. 

Giffard began coaching collegiate soc-
cer in 1998, making stops as an assistant 
coach at his alma mater MacMurray Col-
lege, as well as Westminster College. 

Giffard then went on to be a goal-
keeper coach at the University of Alabama 
at Birmingham, Indiana University at 
Bloomington, and the University of Ak-
ron before eventually leaving to take the 
helm at VCU. 

“I was very fortunate to have some 
really good role models and coaches,” 
Giffard said. “Both people that I played 
for and people I worked for that did so 
much for my life through this vehicle and 
did a lot for others and really gave me a 
path that I wanted to follow.”

Giffard said he and his staff try to 
build a family environment with the 
team, highlighting the importance of 
having an open line of communication 
flowing both ways. 

“We try to build a family atmosphere,” 
Giffard said. “An environment with a 
lot of honest feedback, both positive and 
negative.”

Giffard said he believes the team’s 
perception of him also changes with time. 
Newcomers typically seem more ner-
vous, but as time goes on and familiarity 
increases, the nervousness dissipates and 
confidence rises. 

Giffard has compiled a 56-44-22 re-
cord since taking over the Rams’ program, 
including numerous appearances in the 
top 25 and two NCAA tournament ap-
pearances. The Rams ranked as high as 
no. 8 during their 2013 campaign. 

Tactically speaking, the Black and 
Gold rarely make formation changes 

mid-season. Giffard said the coaching 
staff usually evaluates their roster at the 
beginning of each term and try to shape 
the formation to play to the strengths of 
their dominant players and mask their 
deficiencies.  

“We typically don’t ever change game 
to game,” he said. “We do what we do, 
and we let our opponents adjust and 
change to who we are.” 

Giffard’s players have also earned high 
praise as well. Fourteen of his players have 
received All-Conference honors and 12 
have signed professional contracts over the 
past five years. 

While an assistant at Akron, he 
coached the no. 1 overall pick in the MLS 
SuperDraft, forward Steve Zakuani. 

“It’s important for every coach to find 
what fits their personality and who they 
are and try to build their coaching style 
around that,” Giffard said. 

The men’s soccer team currently sits at 
2-5-2 with the heart of their conference 
schedule looming. 

“We got off to a tough start,” Giffard 
said. “Sometimes you just go through runs 
like that, and as a group you just have to 
figure out how to grit your teeth and fight 
and do the things every day that allow you 

to be successful.” 
The Rams recently played a brutal 

stretch that featured games against the 
University of Vermont, The University 
of Virginia, Old Dominion University, 
Saint Louis University, and Akron. All 
five teams were ranked at one point dur-
ing the season. 

“If you had told me we would have 
come out of that stretch 2-1-2, I would’ve 
said ‘yeah, that’s probably pretty good,’” 
Giffard said. 

Most notable among those was the 
Rams’ 5-1  victory over Old Dominion, 
which Giffard said gave the team a re-
newed sense of confidence. 

“There’s going to be new challenges 
in the A-10,” Giffard said. “You have 
teams that are solely focused on stop-
ping you and what you like to do and 
it’s going to present some different 
types of games for us.

“I think one the strengths of this 
group is the depth. This is a complete 
and balanced team, where if the last guy 
off the bench needs to play, we’re f ine,” 
Giffard said. 

VCU returns to action this week as 
they travel to face George Washington 
University on Wednesday night at 7 pm. 

COACH’S CORNER: Dave Giffard 

ADVERTISEMENT

Since 2000, Giffard has had a hand 
in recruiting and coaching more 
than 60 players who played profes-
sionally, including 12 members of 
Generation Adidas.
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spectrum Fact of the week
Caterpillars have 248 individual 
muscles in their heads alone.

Zinefest: a big week for small press authors

MARY LEE CLARK
Staff Writer

Richmond was buzzing with the sound of tattoo 
guns as America’s oldest running tattoo convention 
celebrated its 24th year.

Richmond Tattoo and Arts Festival took place this 
past weekend Sept. 30 through Oct. 2.

Tattoo artists from all over America specializing in 
multiple art styles set up shop at the Doubletree Inn 
in Midlothian, the original venue of the convention.

“I started coming to the show in maybe ‘95,” said 
Kenny Brown, co-owner of the show and owner of 
Jack Brown’s Tattoo Revival in Fredericksburg said 
that this convention has made him who he is as an 
artist.

Brown said no one comes out of the convention 
without a story.

“I wasn’t cool enough to get a booth so I would 
rent my room and I’d tattoo out of my room and I’d 
come downstairs and watch all my heroes that I fol-
lowed, in that time, in magazines,” Brown said.

Convention guests set up appointments or picked 
out a piece of displayed art they wanted tattooed, and 
walked out with fresh ink. 

This year’s event also featured street artists like 
Matt Lively and Hamilton Glass, as well as bur-
lesque performances by dancer and performance artist 
Deanna Danger.

Special guests included the winner of  SPIKE’s 
“Ink Master” Anthony Michaels, as well as other con-
testants from the show. 

According to a 2010 ranking by the Today Show, 
Richmond is 3rd most tattooed city in America, with 
about 14.5 tattoo shops per 100,00 people, following 
Miami Beach, Florida and Las Vegas, Nevada. 

The convention premiered in 1988 and has run 
continuously since 1992. Founded by tattoo artists 
Grandpa Groovy and Billy Eason, the two invited 
tattoo-legends from all over the U.S. to the conven-
tion hosted at the Doubletree Inn hotel.

When Eason died, Nate Drew took over the festi-
val and contacted Brown and Jesse Smith and asked 
them to help with the project. 

This year they moved the show from the Richmond 
Convention Center back to the original hotel which 
hosted the first conventions.

“When these old timers come in here, me espe-
cially, it almost makes me cry knowing where I was 
and what I saw in this building and how much it has 
meant to my life in general,” Brown said.

Brown said  that the show will always run in 
Richmond and that many other artists have a special 
connection to the city.

“Billy was from here, Billy’s shop was Capital 
Tattoo, and if it’s your town it’s sort of a turf thing,” 
Brown said. 

Zines are self-published and typically sell for around $1 to $3.

—continued from page 1

independent of VCU, and so many 
of them produce zines, McPherson 
said. Fostering a zine community is 
the best way support creatives and 
makers, McPherson said.

“To think that most of the 
people here live in my city, working 
hard like I am, its inspiring,” said 
Richmond artist and tabler Carlton 
Nivens.

Nivens said Zinefest gave him 
a deadline and incentive to finish, 
package and present his art, rather 
than post it online. 

“Zines are complete creative 
freedom,” said Richmond artist and 
Zinefest tabler Christina Allen.

Having so many creatives in one 
location raises the bar for her as an 
artist, Allen said. Not as a competi-
tion, but as a way to build off each 
other, she said.

“Last year I just walked around. 
I’ve lived in Richmond my whole life, 
and I didn’t know Zinefest existed,” 
said Richmond artist and tabler Cait 
Morris. “I was determined to have a 
table this year.”

The best part of zines is they’re 
self-published, Morris said. In a zine, 
you don’t have to cater to anyone’s 
interest but your own.

“Its accessible to both the creator 
and the person looking at it,” said 
Richmond artist and tabler Izzi At-
kinson. “They’re usually simple and 
handmade, and easily communicate 
to everyone.”

The RIZL is located on the 
second floor of Gallery5, and open 

Wednesday 4 p.m. to 10 p.m., and 
Thursday, Friday and Saturday from 
11 a.m. to 5 p.m.

 “As someone who has worked in 
academic and public libraries, while 
both have zine collections, they’re not 
as open and accessible as this space,” 
said Zinefest co-organizer and RIZL 
librarian Celina Williams. “Other 
libraries have so many other respon-
sibilities to the public. This space is 
all about zines.”

VCU’s Cabell Library does have 
zines, but they’re behind a desk on a 
shelf in an archive box, said Wil-
liams. This makes them hard, or even 
intimidating to engage with.

“For a lot of people (zines) can 
help you find a community,” said 
Williams.

Zines are perfect for people that 
are more introverted, Williams said, 
because it is a comfortable way to 
engage with people and their ideas 
at your own pace. Within a zine, you 
can find anything from a P.O. box to 
an email address or phone number, 
Williams said.

“If you’re a community, then it’s 
great to put out zines,” Williams 
said. “To be completely in control of 
your own media and grow your com-
munity around ideas.”

Zines are organized on the shelf 
loosely into topics with significant 
overlap, Williams said. One of the 
goals of RIZL is to be open and 
flexible to change, and as a result 
the zines on the display could likely 
change from week to week, Wil-
liams said.

“A lot of zines that deal with pri-

vate subject matter, but cover a broad 
range of subject,” Williams said. “This 
way, people can engage and explore 
with what’s on the shelf easily.”

Topics on the shelves now include: 
art, assemblage, comics, fanzines, 
gender/queer, consent health and 
advocacy, poc feminism, poetry/prose 
and politics.

“This is for everyone. It’s a 
community space. We exist out-
side of academia,” said Gallery5 
program director Claude Marin 
Dustin Fenton. “For a lot of people 
who don’t feel comfortable going 
to VCU’s library because they 
aren’t students, or are outside of 
the traditional age and culture, 
they can feel welcome here.”

According to Fenton, RIZL 
offers a space to read as well as a 
mini-gallery that features artwork 
associated with the zines on display 
and special collections that rotate 
on a bi-monthly basis. There is also 
a printer and workspace for those 
interested in making their own zines, 
Fenton said.

“This is completely free space, 
mostly run on a volunteer basis,” 
Fenton said. “Donations are very 
welcome.”

If you want to contribute your 
own zine to the library, send 
an email to community@
gallery5arts.org
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The convention included a Street Art Festival with live painting.Local bands and fire performances from the Party Liberation Front were featured performers.

America’s oldest 
tattoo convention 
returns to roots
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ADVERTISEMENT

JESSE ADCOCK
Spectrum Editor

Local video game music producer Jeremy 
Belcher, whose artist name is F1NG3RS, re-
cently produced the soundtrack for the indie game 
“Sankofa.”

Belcher said he was contacted in January 2016 by 
the three lead creators of the project. Stevie Cole, 
Emma Roseburgh and James Feakins. The project 
creators said they were fans of Belcher’s music as 
F1NG3RS, and offered him the job of creating the 
soundtrack for the game.

“This is the total opposite of what I usually do,” 
Belcher said. “I usually do the high-energy thing. I 
had to hold myself back.”

In “Sankofa” the player controls a fox on a journey 
through the world to reclaim its memories and is 
available for free online.

“We were trading sounds and comments back and 
forth for about a month,” Belcher said. “I thought ‘If 
I was playing this game, what would I want to hear?”

Belcher said there are twin challenges to making 
the soundtrack for a videogame like Sankofa. 

If the soundtrack is too boring or repetitive the 
player could get annoyed, or even turn the music off, 
but if the music is too complicated the player could 
get distracted from the actual experience of the game 
itself, he said.

Belcher said he drew inspiration from the sound 
design in the temples in the Legend of Zelda and 
the particular way each temple was able to evoke a 
certain feeling.

“I was experimenting with a lot different tex-
tures,” Belcher said. “It’s really ambient. A tribal feel 
with a lot of acoustic and woodwinds.”

Belcher said he was having trouble with the sixth 
track, “Salt Flats,” and reached out to local electronic 
music artist and organizer Steve Owen, who is cred-
ited on the game as Santa Kilmagik.

“It brought a tear to my eye hearing my music on 
a game,” Belcher said. “Video games have always 
been a big part of my life. Having my name on the 
credits at the end, it’s huge to me.”

“Sankofa” can be downloaded free at: 
https://punchabove.itch.io/sankofa

MUKTARU JALLOH
Staff Writer

Roger Tyler, the rapper also known as RT, sees 
no comparison to him in the Richmond Hip-Hop 
scene. Tyler, who released his album TIME (This Is 
My Everyday) this year, is gearing up for a big year 
in 2017. 

“I’m not with a lot what’s out right now, the 
mumble rap. I came from the era of Dipset and JAY 
Z. Soul samples,” Tyler said. “I carry that myself 
because my soul is in my music. My fans recognize 
the soul. I’m real, honest and truthful ― what people 
don’t really hear nowadays.”

In light of recent events of social injustice and 
police violence, Tyler said he plans to make his 
mark beyond the booth.

“I’m tired of people on social media simply talk-
ing about change,” Tyler said. “The best way we can 
change is by changing the community.”

Tyler, who is 31, said he has seen a lot through-
out his life and plans to put his experience to good 
use. With community projects like a mentorship 
program, he vows to inspire a new generation of 
young leaders in the city in addition to making 
great music. 

Beginning to rap at the age of 14, Tyler said he 
was inspired the first time he heard JAY Z’s 1999 
album, “Vol. 3... Life and Times of S. Carter.” After 
a few years in the battle rap scene, Tyler moved to 
Richmond.

Since then, he’s released a slew of albums and 
become an active fixture in the Richmond music 
scene. Despite a lack of mainstream music attention 
on Richmond, the rapper said he sees big things to 
come in the near future.

“We have so many people in this city that’s doing 
big things but no one’s connected,” Tyler said.

Praising Virginia artists like Nickelus F, DRAM 
and Skillz, Tyler said he plans to do the same with 
his career. Describing himself as humble and genu-
ine, the rapper said he views his style as a direct 
culmination of his life experiences.

Tyler said growing up without an active father 

and a struggling mother, he’s always had obstacles to 
overcome. Experiences like working a dead end job 
and overcoming depression and an attempted suicide 
is what makes Tyler’s music so visceral, he said.

“I’ve had the drugs around me. I’ve seen a 
lot of downfalls with financial issues. I’ve gone 
through a lot but now I feel like it’s all working,” 
Tyler said. “I’m at a good place in my life. Since 
I’ve been involved in the music scene here, it’s 
been steady growth.” 

Due to his involvement with the Cheats Move-
ment podcast, Tyler said he’s grown by encountering 
other artists. 

Led by Marc Cheatham, the podcast is the most 
active Hip-Hop blog in the city. With a show every 
other week, the podcast invites local rappers to 
display their skills and drop new music.

“Me and Cheats have always had a great rela-
tionship. That first podcast is where we first clicked. 
Ever since then, we’ve just been growing. From us 
having people like Joey Gallo to now Joe Budden 
soon,” Tyler said. 

Being a co-host to the show, Tyler said he has had 
the opportunity to meet some of his biggest inspira-
tions such as rappers Styles P, AZ and most recently, 
producer 9th Wonder. As a result, the rapper has said 
he’s been motivated to widen his fan base. 

“You have to be able to connect with the people,” 
Tyler said.

Along with rapper Repitun, RT will begin the 
Forever Changes tour very soon. In addition to 
shows in Tucson, Virginia Beach, Brooklyn and 
Richmond. While preparing his new album for next 
year, the rapper has also began working on improv-
ing his skills as an actor.

“Acting is addictive. Changing characters,” Tyler 
said. “Becoming a solid actor is something I strive for. 
I would love to get involved with Marvel one day.”

All of RT’s music, including TIME, 
can be found at his website, 
rogeRTyler.com

ARTIST SPOTLIGHT
A soundtrack to adventure

GEORGIA GREEN
Contributing Writer

Slam Richmond’s open mics take place in a 
vaulted brick building, surrounded by a chain link 
fenced-in parking lot.

The weekly workshops and open mic events are 
open to the public, and on an evening in September 
an array of youth performed original works -- most 
of which addressed personal experiences with themes 
like racially-motivated police brutality, suicide and 
abandonment.

The host for the week, Michelle Dodd, described 
the inclusion of social issues into the work of young 
poets as a modern phenomenon; when she joined the 
group in 2010, the atmosphere was not as framed by 
heavy topics.

“The youth that are coming up are exploring how 
to understand [their experiences] through these 
poems. Whereas with the youth when I first got here, 
we didn’t get as many social poems,” Dodd said.  

Dodd said Slam Richmond is designed to be an 
inclusive space. Artists are free to explore whatever 
topic they choose during their time on stage. Many 
poets, like 19-year-old Cassie Gwinn, view perform-
ing with Slam Richmond as therapeutic. 

“I couldn’t get up and do half of these poems 
somewhere else. Half of them are about past suicide 
attempts and things like that,” Gwinn said. “I can 
now speak openly about that and that’s not some-
thing you’re supposed to keep inside yourself.”

“There’s a saying that you’re not over something 
until you’ve written poetry from every perspective 
and the chair,” Gwinn said.

At 15-years-old Cass Lee found a lifelong passion 
in slam poetry and theater, too.

“I have bipolar disorder and OCD, so (Slam 
Richmond) definitely helps me get through and try to 
cope with moods, help cope with compulsions and it 
helps me become a better writer,” Lee said. 

Though one wouldn’t know it from watching their 
dynamic before the open mic began, most of the 
poets were complete strangers before they one way 
or another found themselves surrounded by the four 
white walls and theatrical curtains of “The Shop.” 

Due to the infusion of theatrical elements, slam 
poetry is often more akin to “ranting” and is less 
metaphorical than other poetry, according to Lee.

Located across from Artworks and Plant Zero, 

the environment has no shortage of opportunities 
for young artists, introduced by the host with quirky, 
sarcastic catchphrases.

The stage, just a half-step above the ground, 
welcomes poets of all levels.

Bryan Beechaum performed his work “Good Game 
Takai,” a recording of which was just published online 
by the poetry site Button.

“It’s a very non-judgemental group. You don’t have 
to be afraid to do a poem if you’ve never done it before,” 
said 23-year-old Lauren Mann.

Dodd said while anyone can benefit from attend-
ing Slam Richmond’s events, the environment is 
geared towards providing opportunities for youth.

“We definitely put the youth first. That’s hands 
down, the younger you are, the more we’re invested 
in growing your work,” Dodd said.

Some performers have even expanded farther 
into the field thanks to their involvement with Slam 
Richmond, like 19-year-old Monsell Johnson.

“Through here I meet a lot of people who ask me 
to do performances, it’s either singing or doing po-
etry,” Johnson said. “I’ve actually done some charity 
performances. One was for Hip Hop for Flint.”

For many of Slam Richmond’s open mic partici-
pants, writing has been a constant part of their lives. 
Gwinn, Mann and 19-year-old Kathleen Quirk all 
started writing as children, but their experiences 
with slam poetry didn’t start until coming to Slam 
Richmond. 

“A year ago before I came here, I couldn’t speak in 
front of anyone I didn’t know really well,” Quirk said. 
“Since coming here, I’ve been able to be myself more 
in that way,” 

For some of the poets, the idea of performance 
intertwines itself with the writing process, so the 
two often influence each other. In addition, the 
mentorship of experienced poets and featured writers 
hosting workshops provides many opportunities for 
improving craft.

“I come over here and these people love me and 
support me but obviously they’re sometimes strangers 
so they’re also not afraid to tell me, ‘This isn’t great, 
let’s workshop it. Let’s make it better,’” said 20-year-
old Rebecca Law. “It’s confidence in just getting onto 
the stage, but also honesty that makes it so much 
better. It prepares me for future endeavors in writ-
ing.”

Slam Richmond offers weekly 
open-mic, workshop space

Roger Tyler creates his own 
lane in RVA Hip-Hop scene
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Slam Richmond offers a free and creative space open to anyone for poetic expression. 

PH
O

TO
 C

O
U

R
TE

SY
 O

F 
JE

RE
M

Y 
B

EL
CH

ER
PH

O
TO

 C
O

U
R

TE
SY

 O
F 

RO
G

ER
 T

YL
ER

Rapper Roger Tyler fell in love with Hip-Hop through JAY Z’s “Vol. 3... Life and Times of S. Carter”

“Sankofa” is a project created by students at the University of Hertfordshire in England.
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JOE JOHNSON
Staff Writer

In recognition of Latinx 
Heritage Month, the VCU 
Office of Multicultural Stu-
dent Affairs hosted Shifting 
Identities — a forum to ex-
plore attitudes about identity, 
language and core values 
surrounding the Latinx com-
munity on Sept. 29.

OMSA invited VCU 
students from all back-
grounds to join a roundtable 
discussion on cultural and 
gender diversity. The group 
in attendance was small, but 
the ideas discussed at the 
meeting were as varied as 
the identities present.

The attendees self-identi-
fied as Afro-Latina, Black, 
Korean, Latin-American 
or White. Topics of discus-
sion dealt with issues such 
as race, income, graduation 
rates, grade school educa-
tion and social media.

 One goal for OMSA 
was to introduce the term 
“Latinx” to students who 
may have not heard it, or 
those unfamiliar with its 
correct usage.

“I’m new to the whole, 
like use of the word Latinx, 
it’s one of the few times I’ve 
heard it,” said VCU Stu-
dent Andrea. “I see it more 
as like a description kind 
of, but I haven’t encoun-
tered it as like, someone 
saying ‘I’m Latinx.”

The meeting kicked off 
with a short video from 
the Huffington Post. The 
video discussed the dif-
ference between the terms 
Hispanic, Latino and 
Latinx; words commonly 
used interchangeably.

According to the Huff-
ington Post video, Hispanic 
is a term used for a person 
who descended from a 
Spanish speaking country. 
Latinx is a gender neutral 
alternative to Latino or La-
tina and refers to someone 
of Latin-American descent.

Latinx is a term based 
on regional descent, com-
pared to the word Hispan-
ic, which is language based.

Some of the issues 
discussed were applied to 
other minority communi-
ties as well. As the conver-
sation developed, attendees 
commented on some of the 
similarities.

 “I think one of the 
issues that I have seen is 
probably the graduation 
rates for Latino males,” said 
OMSA Assistant Director 
Reginald Stroble. “I know 
it’s kind of very similar to 
African American males.”

Stroble also said de-
veloping a mentorship 
program at VCU may be 
a solution to help increase 
minority graduation rates.

OMSA strives to educate 
and inform the student body 
on issues of diversity and 
inclusion. However, some 
students commented they 
thought they needed a spe-
cific reason to visit OMSA.

“Maybe we should be 
OMSA, ‘You don’t need a 
reason to be here’…I’ll put 
that as our tagline.” Avent 
also suggested a name 
change may be in order for 
OMSA, to avoid miscon-
ceptions,” said OMSA 
Director Yolanda Avent.

Shifting Identities 
was a part of a larger 
calendar of events 
scheduled to celebrate 
Latinx heritage Month. 
From September 15 
to October 15 multiple 
events will take place 
on VCU’s campus. A 
flyer and complete list 
of events and locations 
can be found on the 
OMSA webpage.

LATINX. 
No, it’s not 
a typo.

JESSE ADCOCK
Spectrum Editor

Used bookstores are the 
best place to get your hands on 
something personal, that’s trav-
eled through the decades to land 
squarely in your hands — or 
something rare, printed only a few 
hundred times hiding among god-
awful young adult novels.

Richmond is host to three used 
book stores within easy walk-
ing distance of VCU. Richmond 
Bookshop, Black Swan and Chop 
Suey all offer unique services and 
products to students in particular.

“There’s still an undercurrent 
of people who like to smell a good 
book,” said Kathryn Pritz, owner 
of Richmond Bookshop. “A lot 
of people, the younger ones, still 
buy books. Jane Austin, Herman 
Hesse, Salinger, Hemingway. 
Young people like those.”

Pritz and her husband bought 
the store in 1995 after the previous 
owner, who’d been running the 
shop out of 808 W Broad St. since 
1969, passed away. 

“You have to diversify. There are 
people not specifically interested in 
books, but you have to bring them 
in,” Pritz said.

According to Pritz, this means 
in addition to fiction, non-fiction, 
antique books, and a huge collec-

tion of graphic novels, their store 
also sells vintage postcards from as 
far back as 1908, posters, tapes-
tries, pop culture curios and even a 
few items of their own invention.

“We had art students coming in 
saying ‘I just need a picture of this, 
or a picture of that’ not always a 
full magazine or poster,” Pritz said. 
“We call them bag boards.”

Bag boards are small, lami-
nated posters with images printed 
that feature glory shots of popular 
bands, icons and objects of cultural 
fascination.

According to Pritz, the big-
gest challenge to business is the 
elimination of parking on Broad 
St. Business is good during the 
year when students are around, but 
during the summer most busi-
nesses sit and chew their nails. 
But, with parking eliminated what 
business they do get from people 
passing through on vacation will 
be lessened, she said.

“A lot of our stock comes from 
elderly people dropping off books, 
but they can’t carry boxes for four 
or five blocks,” Pritz said.

Black Swan Books, opened by 
Nicholas Cooke in 1995 at 2601 
W. Main St., specializes in rare 
and antique books. According to 
Cooke, the shop is named after 
Richmond’s founder, William 
Byrd, who was nicknamed “Black 
Swan” by one of his many lovers. 

“We’re really passionate about 
Richmond, and we want Rich-
mond to find out about that pas-
sion,” Cooke said. “The goal is to 
get young people hooked on the 
crazy of antique books.”

According to Cooke, there’s a 
popular misconception that rare 
and antique books are only for 
wealthy people. There’s a huge 
selection of books available at for 
$20, just like there’s books for a 
$1000, Cooke said. It depends 
what you’re interested in.

“This is a family business. We 
want our shop to be comfortable 
for people to come in and look 
around,” Cooke said. “I can put 
a book in your hands signed by 
Mark Twain, if you’re into that.”

While Cooke does stock from 
walk-ins and trades, he said he gets 
a large chunk from estate sales, 
auctions and people moving.

“I go into basements, I go into 
attics and tool sheds. It’s like a 
treasure hunt,” Cooke said. “I’m 
excited opening every box.”

Chop Suey, founded by Ward 
Tefft in 2002, has been located at 
2913 W. Cary St. since 2006. It 
specializes in local art, literature, 
and music curated for the Rich-
mond crowd.

“When I was a student at VCU, 
there weren’t too many options for 
used books in town, so I would 
end up scouring used bookstores 

in other cities,” Tefft said. “This is 
the bookstore I always wanted for 
Richmond when I was a student.”

Tefft said with more than 
45,000 books in stock that stretch 
from used and antique books to 
local publications, to newer titles 
and graphic novels, Chop Suey 
offers a unique environment for 
those interested in art of all kinds.

Chop Suey has also hosted a 
gallery space for artists on its sec-

ond floor since 2002, usually for 
month-long exhibitions of both 
established and emerging artists’ 
work.

“This year we have turned the 
space over to local artists Noah 
Scalin and Thea Duskin for 10 
months so they could put up a 
long term installation based on 
Madame Zoe’s psychic parlor and 
home,” Tefft said.“I love being 
around good art.” 

JESSE ADCOCK
Spectrum Editor

Risk! Live, the adaptation of the acclaimed Risk! Podcast 
came to Richmond, bringing to the Broadberry true, per-
sonal stories from the lives of the show’s host and founder 
Kevin Allison and four local storytellers on Sept. 30.

“Something about telling the truth really strikes people,” 
Allison said. “It has a different effect in the way people 
respond to what’s being said.”

According to Allison, in 2009 when he launched the 
Risk! podcast, it mainly featured entertainers used to speak-
ing in front of a large audience.

“But people started calling the show and submitting their 
proposals,” Allison said. “It moved towards ordinary people 
who have lived through extraordinary experiences. It added 
depth to the show.”

Allison said often before a show, local storytellers will 
come to him thinking of backing out, believing that their 
story is too emotional, too personal, or too risky to be told in 
public. These are often the best stories, he said..

“Doesn’t matter what kind of story. We go all over the 
map emotionally,” Allison said.“Things people would only 
share with friends, family or maybe their therapist.”

Three months before visiting a city, Allison said he an-
nounces the tour date on the Risk! podcast, along with the 
topic word for the evening. Richmond’s word was “juicy.” 
People listening to the podcast will then submit their own 
stories through the Risk! website.

“A single word can conjure in people’s mind stories,” Al-
lison said. “Emotional triggers.”

According to Allison, he and his staff will normally re-
ceive around 15 submissions per city, and from those he will 
select about half, based around loose criteria.

 Allison said this can include whether a similar story has 
been told recently, what the other pitches are, and whether 
the storyteller seems to have a good grasp emotionally of the 
experience.

After selecting finalists for the show, local storytellers will 
send Allison recordings of them telling their stories and he 
and his staff will help them shape the story.

“We poke and prod to build the story,” Allison said. “It 
usually takes two rounds of notes. It’s a bit of a process.”

Ray Christian grew up in Richmond and has told his true 
stories on Risk! four times, all of them from his experiences 
growing up and living in Richmond.

“I do it for the opportunity to expose people to the life 
I’ve lived,” Christian said. “It was an opportunity to spread 
the idea of storytelling. That’s every storyteller’s goal. To use 
storytelling to teach.”

Christian said the goal of getting on stage in front of 
people and telling true life stories and to inspire in them the 
desire to do the same, and connect with people through real 
life experiences.

“I’m impressed,” said attendee Megan Cole. “There were 
surprising twists but I grew to like it more because of it.

Listen to true stories from Richmond locals, 
and submit your true-life story pitches at: 
www.risk-show.com

To read something unique, buy books used

Locals share their 
“juiciest” RVA stories
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Risk! the podcast recieves more than a million 
downloads each month.
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Black Swan Books, Richmond Bookshop, and Chop Suey are all within walking distance of the VCU.

Richmond Bookshop

Black Swan Books

Chop Suey
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opinion “People are just expected to put their heads down and behave 
which is by no means a cure for hatred, nor is it a step in the 
direction we need to take as a society. ” – Shaun Jackson

Quote of the week

Who came out on top?
THE DEBATE

Letters to the editor

Response to Holmberg’s “If you want 
to be treated right, it helps to act right”

— contnued from page 1

ILLUSTRATIONS BY GARETH BENTALL
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SHAUN JACKSON
Staff Columnist

This past week I’ve recently caught wind of this whole “Act Right 
Movement.” For those who don’t know, the “Act Right Movement” was 
a tiny social media movement started by Richmond Times-Dispatch col-
umnist Mark Holmberg. The movement itself is more or less comprised 
of “acting right” in the face of law enforcement. 

But the movement overlooks a very important detail. The problem, is 
people of color don’t get to act right.

People of color are rarely given the space, time or opportunity to “act 
right,” and nothing personifies this more than the tone and attitude that 
Holmberg takes when he launched his movement on social media. This is 
the perfect encapsulation of the bigger problem at hand: 

White America isn’t listening.
Not only does Holmberg’s movement and written piece erode the 

policing problem we are facing as a society, but his op-ed unabashedly 
dismisses all the complexities, pain and suffering that are tied to these 
issues. 

What a majority of White Americans fail to see is how easy it is for 
them to act right. It’s easy to behave when no one is watching you. It’s 
easy to act right when you’re not being profiled and followed around a 
store. It’s easy to act right when you’re so seldom the victim while simul-
taneously becoming all too easy to blame the victim. 

This derails the conversations we should be having and we find certain 
members of our society with their heads in the sand as a result. 

People love to condemn and fuss about rioting, but it was Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. who once said “a riot is the language of the unheard.” 
This is not to say that I condone looting and rioting in any way, shape 
or form, but when the riots keep happening, isn’t it time to listen to the 
voices of those who have constantly been silenced? 

If broken glass store fronts and missing televisions invoke the same 
feelings in you as someone’s dead loved one bleeding out on the street 
after an encounter with the police, that is a level of shallow I cannot even 
begin to comprehend. 

White America wants to convict rioting, but they overlook the reason-
ing behind why people are rioting. They just want it to stop. They just 
want it to go away and when it does go away, conversation aren’t had. 

People are just expected to put their heads down and behave, which is 
by no means a cure for hatred nor is it a step in the direction we need to 
take as a society. 

Holmberg also has an incredible amount of temerity. I would love for 
Holmberg to echo the tenants of his “Act Right Movement” to Gwen 
Carr (mother to Eric Garner), Geneva Reed-Veal (mother to Sandra 
Bland) and Samaria Rice (mother of Tamir Rice) — telling them that 

their children may still be alive if they just “acted right.”
Acting right isn’t the solution. Holmberg does absolutely nothing 

but regurgitate the sentiments of many Americans that are unabashedly 
living under a rock. There are too many layers and attitudes that need to 
be reformed and repackaged before we can even have a — conversation 
instead of just insisting we all put our heads down and “act right.”
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During the debate, Clinton 
addressed Trump’s refusal to 
release his federal tax returns 
— accusing him of tax eva-
sion and saying his tax returns 
would “show he didn’t pay any 
federal income tax.”

Trump replied, “that 
makes me smart.” He also 
claimed he could not release 
them because he was under 
an IRS audit.

Every nominee from the 
two major parties since the 
Nixon campaign has released 
their tax returns. All of them 
were audited at some point 
and some released their re-
turns while being audited.

When Clinton confronted 
Trump about his “rooting” for 
the housing crisis in 2008 in 
order to make a profit, Trump 
claimed that was just “business.”

American conservatives 
understand, contrary to 
Trump’s belief and poll num-
bers, that tax evasion, fraud 
and a general lack of true 
patriotism is not representa-
tive of a conservative.

When asked about better-
ing race relations in America, 
Trump repeatedly suggested 
America reinstate stop-
and-frisk. Holt reminded 
him that stop-and-frisk was 
ruled unconstitutional by the 
Supreme Court because it 
largely singled out black and 
Hispanic young men.

Trump replied simply, “no, 
you’re wrong,” despite con-
servatism’s aim to preserve 
the meaning and tradition 
behind the Constitution.

We see this protection of 
constitutional ideals often 
in the conservative sphere’s 
reluctance to reforming gun 
control laws.

Trump is a strong advocate 
for protecting American’s 
2nd Amendment rights, but 
an individual who only selec-
tively respects the constitu-
tion, does not respect the 
Constitution.

Donald Trump’s rise on 
the political spectrum is, as 
the Washington Post put 
it, a ref lection of American 

conservatism’s decay.
The philosophy of conser-

vatism has a long, respectful 
run in American history, but 
we must now ask ourselves 
how strong the seams of 
true conservatism are if all it 
takes to rip them open is one 
Donald Trump.

This particular election cycle 
has put a bind on all conserva-
tive news media and voters: 
how do they support a man like 
Trump as not only a Republi-
can, but a conservative?

As, theoretically, a politi-
cal philosophy that does not 
take easily to any kind of 
radical societal reform, con-
servatism has had it’s share of 
evolution.

From the beginning of 
American politics to the 
strict and radical conserva-
tism of Ronald Reagan, the 
philosophy has grown but 
ultimately remained rooted in 
the same core principles.

Trump made it a point 
during this debate to de-
mean a trade deal that was 
a bipartisan victory and a 
child of the Republican Party 
through both the George 
H.W. Bush and Bill Clinton 
presidencies.

It seems apparent that 
Trump does not uphold the 
value of community that con-
servatives thrive off of. 

Here-in lies the downfall 
of modern conservatism. 
Trump, as he has demonstrat-
ed again in his first presiden-
tial debate, is not an individu-
al who deserves the support of 
today’s conservatives. 

The Republican National 
Convention released a survey 
asking Republican voters 
to indicate which conserva-
tive “principles” they laid 
out were most important to 
the voters. At the top of the 
list was that our “country is 
exceptional.” 

In Trump’s quest to “Make 
America Great Again,” he 
has already evaded the con-
cept that lives at the center 
of American conservatism: a 
deep-rooted belief that these 
United States of America are 
already great. 

Dear Editor, 

Every classroom is a peculiar place, 
with its own kinds of privilege. When I’m 
engaged in a topic, I’m on a warpath — 
six cylinder mode. When it’s the exact 
opposite, I internalize.

Since arriving at VCU in 2013, 
the courses that have fundamentally 
engaged me the most have been special 
topics and/or cross disciplinary courses.

A faculty member recently mentioned 
these classes in particular are in high risk 
of no longer being offered. I interpreted 
it as a fiscal issue, which seemed petty 
and absurd. Unfortunately, it’s not that 
simple.

While it may pose a threat to certain 
departmental budgets, a palpable solu-
tion starts by distinguishing between 
farce and fact. For instance, cross 
disciplinary courses demand an overlap 
between faculty and resources.

The College of Humanities and 
Sciences contains many concentrations 
and departments — fact. The budget 
dilemma arises when departments aren’t 
accountable for their borrowing and lend-
ing antics — fact.

What had me so at odds when 
hearing this news was the continued 
construction, The Children’s Hospital at 
MCV in tandem to the completion of Ca-
bell’s renovations expansion. In general, 
construction on VCU’s physical campus is 
on an uptick — this is a fact. 

There are an ample amount of schol-
arly and academic based opportunities 
made possible by the University. I’m not 
suggesting our intellectual infrastructure 

is less prominent to the surface. Perhaps, 
it’s the areas of growth and development 
that needed to be refocused.

After all the intangible virtues of any 
institution manifest best through the im-
pression it leaves on our experience. By 
functioning in a counterculture way, the 
norms of learning are stretched. Eclipsed 
into a much longer conversation, already 
well underway.

Last Fall, Professor Canfield’s, special 
topics class Gender, Prison, and Pop 
Culture amplified the social, economic 
and moral tensions that so much of the 
class had been dealing with in their 
personal life.

There was an incentive to live in the 
present, you know, which motivates 
the efforts to keep in touch beyond the 
brevity of a semester. Independently our 
voices engineered an initiative to ask 
deeper, or at least different questions. 
Rhetorical or not.

We not only had space to react but 
to reflect and reconsider our stance. By 
addressing difference as equal in the 
classroom and treating each discipline 
with the same diligence, we stand to 
gain access to the human condition in its 
totality.

I understand the urge to maintain 
and pave a legacy for alumni to have as 
visible monuments to their alma mater, 
and the buildings are gorgeous, however 
there is an immaterial value in access. 
Cross courses ultimately granted me ac-
cess to without having to divorce the real 
world from my studies.

Sylvia Jones, senior

Dear Editor, 

My name is Nicte Diaz Cortes and I am a proud 
freshman at Virginia Commonwealth University, 
fan of the ballet, loving daughter, older sister and 
an undocumented American.

I am referred to me as a DREAMer — one of 
the many undocumented Americans who came as 
young children and know no other home than the 
United States. 

As a DREAMer, I have a lot on the line this 
November — in fact I have everything to lose. 
Who becomes the next president will determine if 
I can continue living and studying in the only place 
I call home or if I will be torn away from my family 
and friends. 

On one hand, we have a candidate who under-
stands the struggle of immigrants, seeking a better 
life for themselves and their families.  And on the 
other hand, we have a candidate who plans to tear 
families apart with a deportation force to round 

us up and build a wall to keep us out of the only 
country we know as home.

Contrary to Donald Trump’s assertion, I am not 
a criminal nor a rapist. I am a college student seek-
ing to build a good life for myself, just like every 
other student on this campus.

Hillary Clinton understands this, she believes 
America is stronger together. Stronger when we 
embrace immigrants, not denigrate them. Stronger 
when we protect families, not tear them apart. 
Stronger when we build bridges, not walls.

Clinton knows the DREAM Act and comprehen-
sive immigration reform with a pathway to citizen-
ship is not only good for our economy, it is true to our 
values as Americans. 

As students, we have a lot on the line as well. 
Tuition and student debt keep increasing. For many, 
the costs are far too great to bear or alternatively, 
they have to take on a mountain of student debt 
that will take much of their life to pay off.

Clinton believes this is unacceptable and will 

fight to ensure that unmanageable costs and debt 
will no longer hold anyone back from seeking 
higher education.

Clinton’s New College Compact includes a 
proposal to make 4-year college tuition free for 
households making below $125,000 and estab-
lishes universal free community college that will 
make it easier for us to focus on our studies and 
not constantly worry about how we will make 
ends meet. 

Trump has yet to release a plan to help 
students afford college, which shows where 
his priorities lie. 

So the stakes are high for all of us this cycle. 
I urge my fellow students to register to vote by 
Oct. 17 and join me in voting for Clinton on Nov. 
8. 

Nicte Diaz Cortes, freshman 
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