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ADRIEL VELAZQUEZ
Contributing Writer

Dominance, superiority, sadomasochism 
and gender roles — all convoluted topics that 
are unpackaged and inverted in TheatreLAB’s 
production of “Venus in Fur.”

They’re presenting the play in conjunction 
with Yes And Entertainment at the Basement 
in TheatreLAB until May 9. The play is the 
directorial debut for Richmond actor Matt 
Shofner, seen on stage in 2014 as the lead in 
“Hedwig and the Angry Inch.” 

“Venus in Fur” is inspired by the German 
novella “Venus in Furs,” which tells the story of 
Severin von Kusiemski, a man who is so infatu-
ated with a woman, Wanda von Dunajew, that 
he asks to be her slave and encourages her to 
treat him in progressively degrading ways.

The play, on the other hand, revolves around 
Thomas, a hapless playwright and director who 
is desperate to find an actress to play the female 
lead Vanda, based on Dunajew in the book. A 
vulgar actress in need of work enters his audi-
tion room, and she is oddly also named Vanda. 
As the two work through the script, they blur 
the line between play and reality, entering an 
increasingly serious game of submission and 
domination that only one of them can win.

Shofner describes directing for the first time 
a “rewarding experience” that required a lot of 
work. VCU alumni and TheatreLAB director 
Maggie Roop is dealing with a role reversal, as 
she once directed Shofner and is now working 

under him as Vanda.
“When we sat down to talk with The-

atreLAB’s artistic director, Deejay Gray, about 
this co-production of ‘Venus in Fur,’ Deejay 
mentioned that he was interested in casting 
Maggie in the female role,” Shofner said. “I 
piped in that it would be interesting if I took a 

turn directing since Maggie would be back on 
stage. He agreed, and it was settled.”

The play takes place entirely in an audition 
room, which proved to be a welcome challenge 
for Shofner and his team.

“The main challenge with the setting is 

Hundreds protest school closures, overflow city council
ANDREW CRIDER 
Online News Editor

Students from Open High 
School in Oregon Hill walked out 
of their classrooms and marched to 
City Hall in a student-organized 
protest on April 11. They were met 
by students from other schools, 
parents and teachers to protest the 
potential closing of five Richmond 
public schools.

Among these schools slated 
for closure are Cary Elementary 
School, Southampton Elemen-
tary School, Overby Sheppard El-
ementary School, Armstrong High 
School, Swansboro Elementary 
School and Open High School.

Naomi Thompson, a sophomore 
at Open, lead the walkout. 

“We need change, simple as 
that. Change in the budget system, 
change in what they expect in our 
students,” Thompson said. 

Open freshman LaJon Single-
ton walked out of his classes to 
join in the march to City Hall. 
Singleton said he joined the act 
because it was for an important 
cause, noting that the students 
who staged the walkout had the 
support of their teachers.

“I am fighting for what I love,” 
Singleton said. “I love my school 
and I think that everyone should 
have an equal opportunity at school 
as well.”

An expected $18 million school 
budget shortfall this year resulted in 
conflict between the school board 

and the mayor’s office. The school 
board passed a $293 million budget  
in early February after the mayor re-
quested the board make $5 million 
in cuts. The need to increase fund-
ing for public schools prompted 
Mayor Dwight C. Jones to propose 
a referendum on a tax increase dur-
ing his final state of the city address 
in January. 

Andregg said that Richmond 
Public Schools need an investment 
to fix and maintain the school’s ag-
ing buildings. 

“We need more funding for our 
schools. Buildings are falling apart, 
ceilings, the whole nine yards,” 
Andregg said. “Tar is falling down 
and they just close the building and 
move us into another building that 
slowly falls apart.”  

Later in the afternoon, students 
were joined by teachers and parents 
who wanted to protest the closure 
of the schools before the Rich-
mond City Council meeting later 
that night.

Charlotte Hayer, president of the 
Richmond Education Association, 
joined the students to advocate for 
an increase in school funding.

“We are out here because we 
want the school systems fully fund-
ed and we are trying to draw atten-
tion to all of the needs of our chil-
dren of the district so City Council 
will understand the magnitude of 
the necessities we have,” Hayer said.

Hayer said that one major area 
in the Richmond Public Schools Students from high schools accross Richmond walked out of their afternoon classes last Monday and marched to City Hall.

MARY LEE CLARK 
Contributing Writer

After a month-long saga, 
junior Katie Clark and her run-
ning mate sophomore Kejdi 
Abazi won the 2016-17 Mon-
roe Park Student Government 
Association’s Presidential and 
Vice Presidential elections. 

The unofficial results were 
announced on Friday afternoon 
via the SGA website and social 
media pages.

Clark, an accounting major 
and Abazi, a biology major, 
came out victorious in the two-
day election against incumbent 
president Suraj Telhan, who is 
a junior, and his running mate 
junior Tristan Ledbetter.

The SGA held its second 
round of presidential elections 
from April 12-14 after a pro-
cedural error caused the first 
election in March, which was 
organized by the Membership 
Committee, to be invalid. The 
election bylaws, which were 
supposed to be handed out to 
every candidate, were not given. 
The committee was also follow-

ing and older set of bylaws. 
“There were a few too many 

errors for us not to have a sec-
ond election,” said Vincent 
Ryan, the SGA chief justice.

Ryan said election problems 
have occurred for years and 
previous Membership Com-
mittees who were given the 
wrong guidelines in the past 
were able to fix their situations. 

The second election was run 
by the judicial branch to ensure 
that the election procedure was 
properly conducted, according 
to Ryan.

Clark said in an email that 
she and her running mate re-
spect the decision made by the 
judicial branch and believe that 
fixing problems like this now 
will better the organization in 
the future. 

Despite the lack of posts on 
SGA social media accounts re-
garding  the second election, it 
had a higher voter turnout than 
the first. 49 more individuals 
voted in the second election, 
according to an SGA member.

SGA announces 
Clark and Abazi 
voted president, VP

The junior and sophomore candidates won against in-
cumbent candidate Suraj Telhan and his running mate.  

TheatreLAB’s “Venus in Fur” explores submission, sex

—continued on page 8

FADEL ALLASSAN
Print News Editor

Forwards in Gerron Scis-
sum and Jonathan Nwankwo, 
will transfer out of the VCU 
basketball program after just 
one season with the Rams, 
the team announced in a 
press release.

Scissum, a 6-foot-7 forward 
from Huntsville, Alabama, 
got 29 minutes of basketball 
under his belt in his first year 
with the Rams and scored six 
points while registering eight 
rebounds. Nwankwo, a 6-foot-
9 New York native, opted to 

Nwankwo and 
Scissum to 
transfer after 
one year

—continued on page 8

FADEL ALLASSAN
Print News Editor 

At 24, California Democrat 
Erin Schrode would be the young-
est woman ever elected into Con-
gress. Schrode identifies herself 
as a citizen-activist, community 

organizer and a vocal advocate for 
environmental action, social justice, 
public health and responsible con-
sumption. In 2005, Schrode found-
ed Turning Green, a nonprofit de-
voted to education and advocacy 
regarding environmentally sustain-
able and socially responsible choices 

for individuals, schools and com-
munities. Schrode has been recog-
nized for her accomplishments by 
the New York Times, Vanity Fair, 
ABC, CNN and a variety of media 
outlets. Schrode has traveled from 
her hometown of Marin, California 
to New York University to seventy 

—continued on page 3

Q&A with congressional 
hopeful Erin Schrode

Maggie Roop and James Hicks star in the racy play based off the famous novella.

—continued on page 3
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California Democrat Erin Schrode could be the youngest women ever elected to Congress.
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In this section: Wage protest. VCU 
PD. Erin Schrode. Paintball arrests. 
Substance abuse. H&S Dean.

FADEL ALLASSAN
Print News Editor

After lawmakers in California and New 
York signed onto legislation that will lift their 
minimum wages to $15 an hour by 2022, 
Richmond activists gathered outside of a Mc-
Donald’s restaurant on April 14 with demands 
for similar raises.   

The protesters, who were in solidarity with 
workers across the country as part of a national 
day of action initiated by minimum wage ad-
vocacy group Fight for $15, featured individu-
als carrying signs and chanting that the $7.25 
minimum wage rate has “got to go.”

“Homecare workers make $9.04 an hour. 
We’re caring for other people, we make sure 
they stay dry, we make sure they stay clean, we 
make sure they can get medication,” said Lau-

ren Clark, a Richmond homecare worker. “We 
do all this stuff to make sure someone else has 
a better quality of life, but when we go home 
we can’t take care of our kids.”

The protest took place outside of the McDon-
ald’s at the intersection of W. Broad St. and N. 
Boulevard. According to a press release issued 
by Progress Virginia Director Anna Scholl, the 
protest, which was timed to occur a day before 
Tax Day, was meant to “highlight how work-
ers and communities are being starved of the 
money needed to build a bright future.”

McDonald’s is the world’s second-largest 
employer and the industry leader in the fast-
food and service economy with more than 1.7 
million employees, according to the company 
website. The Progress Virginia press release 
called the chain “a symbol of what’s wrong 
with the economy.” 

Cheers rung as cars drove by and honked 
in support of the dozens of protesters occupy-
ing the sidewalk in front of the McDonald’s. 
Among the protesters was child care worker 
Amanda Ochart.

“The cost of living has gone up so much 
in the last couple years, it makes sense to pay 
workers a living wage,” Orchart said. “People 
who are business owners understand that when 
people have more money to spend, they can go 
out and buy those services and those goods and 
business can boom. It makes sense.” 

Although the federal minimum wage has 
stood at $7.25 an hour since 2009, 30 states 
have minimum wages above the federal thresh-
old. California and New York’s act to gradually 
raise their minimum wages to $15 an hour will 
be the highest in the nation thus far. 

SOPHIA BELLETTI
Staff writer

The VCU Police Department 
held its first ever shelter drive in 
relation to sexual assault aware-
ness month. Officers collected 
food, new household items, per-
sonal items and art supplies for the 
Safe Harbor shelter on April 12 in 
front of Walmart on campus.

Safe Harbor is a shelter and re-
source center in Henrico that as-
sists survivors of sexual assault and 
intimate partner violence. 

The VCU Police Department 
reached out to the VCU commu-
nity through TelegRam and social 
media, asking them to donate.

“We do something for sexual 
assault awareness month, every 
year,”  said Corporal Tricia Moz-
ingo, Victim Witness Coordinator 
at VCUPD. “We do different ac-
tivities each year. There are certain 
activities like Take Back the Night 
and Fear 2 Freedom that we do 
all the time but we try to come up 
with new things each year and this 
is one of the new things we did.”

Mozingo was the main co-
ordinator of the drive. She said 
paper towels and spaghetti were 
two of the most popular goods 
dropped off.

“It’s been successful,” Moz-
ingo said. “We’ve had people ask 
if we’re going to do it again. Folks 
from the medical campus have 
asked if we’re going to come them 
so it might be something we look 
at doing again in the future.”

The Campus Sexual Assault 
Study said one in five women will 
be sexually assaulted during their 
college experience and an estimat-
ed  95 percent of sexual assaults on 
campus go unreported.

According VCU clergy data, in 
2014 eight cases of sexual offense, 
four cases of dating violence and 
22 cases of stalking were reported 
on the Monroe Park Campus. 

On the MCV campus, VCU 
clergy data reported three cases 
of sexual offense, three cases of 
dating violence and three cases of 
stalking during 2014.

Fatima Smith is the assistant di-
rector for Sexual & Intimate Part-
ner Violence, Stalking & Advocacy 
Services at the VCU Wellness Re-
source Center. She said survivors 
often want to reach out but are 
sometimes overcome with feelings 
of judgement, shame and blame.  

“(The well) provides free op-
tional confidential services,” Smith 
said. “We want to do what feels 
right for that particular survivor.”

In addition to the Well, sur-
vivors of sexual assault can reach 
out to Title IX, student affairs, 
VCUPD, student health and 
VCU Health.

When a case of sexual assault 
is brought to the Well, the staff 
starts by listening, believing, af-
firming and referring. 

“We listen to their story and 
make sure they know we believe 
them and affirm that what they 
experience is not their fault and 
then we figure out what the stu-
dent wants,” Smith said. “Every-
one’s healing process is different 
and there’s no right or wrong way 
to help.”

The White House’s “It’s On 
Us” campaign encourages men 
and women across America to do 
their parts in putting a stop to 
campus assaults. 

“We must and we can change 
the culture so that no woman or 
man has to ask, ‘What did I do,’” 
said Vice President Joe Biden when 
he introduced Lady Gaga, a rape 
survivor, at this year’s Oscars. “I’m 
asking you to take the pledge. A 
pledge that says, ‘I will intervene 
in situations where consent cannot 
or has not been given.’”

The It’s On Us pledge calls 
for bystanders to recognize that 
non-consensual sex is sexual as-
sault. To identify situations in 
which sexual assault may occur. 
To intervene in situations where 
consent has not or cannot be giv-
en. To create an environment in 
which sexual assault is unaccept-
able and survivors are supported.

VCU PD 
collects items 
for victims 
of domestic 
violence

$15 wage campaign hits Broad
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The protest, which occured the day before Tax Day, included fast food workers, homecare workers and child care workers.

NATIONAL

Long-living Sumatran tiger euthanized 
at Honolulu Zoo 

Officials say a female Sumatran tiger at 
the Honolulu Zoo that is thought to be the 
longest-living one in captivity has been eu-
thanized at age 25.

The zoo says in a statement that Djel-
ita, who turned 25 on March 26, was eu-
thanized Sunday after showing signs of 
decline.

Baird Fleming, the zoo's director, says: 
"Old age catches up to everyone, even ani-
mals, and although Djelita had a long and 
healthy life at the zoo, she was displaying 
signs that lead to a unanimous decision that 
she was ready to move on."

Djelita came to the Honolulu Zoo from 
the San Diego Wild Animal Park in 1992.

'Jungle Book' roars with $103.6 mil-
lion debut 

The Walt Disney Co.'s "The Jungle 
Book" opened with $103.6 million in North 
America, making it one of the biggest April 
debuts ever at the box office and continuing 
the studio's streak of unearthing live-action 
riches buried in its animated classics.

Jon Favreau's update of Disney's 1967 
animated version of Rudyard Kipling's book 
tells the tale of Mowgli with computer-
generated imagery and big-screen bombast. 
A sizable 42 percent of the film's domestic 
sales came from 3-D and premium-format 
screens.

"The Jungle Book" is just the latest of 
Disney's string of live-action remakes of 
classic cartoons ("Cinderella," ''Alice in 
Wonderland," ''Maleficent"), most of which 
have fared well at the box office. More plun-
dering of the Disney library is in the works: 
"Cruella De Ville" and "Peter Pan" are in 
development; "Beauty and the Beast" is 
scheduled for next March.

University mistakenly sends 5,000 stu-
dents acceptance emails 

More than 5,000 prospective students 
have mistakenly been notified by email that 
they've been accepted into an upstate New 
York university.

University at Buffalo spokesman John 
DellaContrada says the mistaken email was 
sent Wednesday to students whose applica-
tions hadn't been fully reviewed. He says 
the university sent a second email about 
three to four hours later notifying the stu-
dents of the gaffe and apologizing for it.

The university posted a statement on 
its website saying the "miscommunication 
occurred when an incorrect email list was 
generated from an applicant database."

The statement says it's important to note 
the students who received the mistaken 
email are still being considered for accep-
tance by the university.

LOCAL
Carl Edwards wins Sprint Cup Series 
race at Bristol Speedway 

Carl Edwards took his first celebratory 
back flip of the season and easily stuck the 
landing.

"I considered not doing it," he said. "I 
haven't done one for a while."

He earned that acrobatic moment be-
cause his No. 19 Toyota gripped Bristol 
Motor Speedway much better than his Joe 
Gibbs Racing teammates Sunday.

Edwards avoided tire issues that 
plagued his teammates and took off on the 
final restart to win the NASCAR Sprint 
Cup Series on the half-mile bullring. In 
fact, he made it look easy.

Search underway for missing Virginia 
woman 

Virginia State Police say they are 
searching for a woman who was reported 
missing and whose car was found aban-
doned in a parking lot in the Shenandoah 
National Park.

Virginia State Police say 31-year-old 
Nicole K. Mittendorff of Woodbridge, 
Virginia, was reported missing Friday and 
her car was discovered Saturday evening. 
State Police say they have been searching by 
ground and air for the 5 foot 6 inch Mitten-
dorff and that search efforts are underway 
Sunday.

Lawmakers return to take up death 
penalty, ethics law 

Virginia lawmakers are set to return 
to the Capitol this week to debate how the 
state should put inmates to death, how it 
should structure a new economic develop-
ment initiative, and whether the Old Do-
minion should tweak its new ethics laws.

Wednesday is the so-called veto session, 
where legislators return to Richmond for a 
day to consider Gov. Terry McAuliffe's ve-
toes and amendments to legislation passed 
earlier this year.

Among the most watched moves by 
the Democratic governor is his proposal 
to shield the identities of companies that 
supply lethal-injection drugs for execu-
tions. Virginia has struggled to obtain the 
drugs necessary for lethal injections and the 
GOP-controlled General Assembly passed 
legislation earlier this year that would force 
inmates to die in the electric chair if there 
are no available drugs.

MEGAN CORSANO
Contributing Writer 

At a time when youth incarcer-
ation is a central topic of conversa-
tion among Virginian lawmakers, 
the RISE for Youth Coalition, a 
campaign for youth incarcera-
tion alternatives, Legal Aid Jus-
tice Center, a nonprofit which 
provides legal aid to low-income 
citizens and performing arts edu-
cation nonprofit, Art 180 came 
together to fight for reform of the 
juvenile justice system.

Performing Statistics is a pro-
gram developed by these organi-
zations, as well as VCU students 
wishing to get involved, to give 
an artistic avenue for those af-
fected by youth incarceration to 
have their voice be heard. The 
program intends to talk about 
the different avenues available to 
have a conversation about the ju-
venile justice system.

“Our goal is to create a conver-
sation saying that you don’t have 
to just be focused in criminal jus-
tice to get involved,” said Kiantee 
White, vice president of VCU’s 
NAACP chapter. “You can be in 
the arts, you can be in social work, 
you can be in business. You can 
use all of these different avenues 
to advocate for the youth.”

Performing Statistics presented 
an art exhibit of works created by 
youth currently at the Richmond 
Detention Center to raise aware-
ness for their cause. The exhibit 

was on display on the lawn in 
front of Harris Hall on April 15. 
Through the project, Performing 
Statistics hopes to use these works 
of art to advocate community-
based alternatives to juvenile cor-
rection facilities.

“Each piece was voices of ac-
tual youth who have been in an 

actual detention center in Vir-
ginia,” White said. “Their experi-
ences, how it has affected them, 
how it has impacted them, things 
like that. They all speak directly to 
what impact youth incarceration 
has on them.”

A central and focus of the or-
ganization is to educate the public 
and lawmakers about the school-
to-prison pipeline. According 
to the American Civil Liberties 
Union website , “The ‘school-to-
prison pipeline’ refers to the poli-
cies and practices that push our 
nation’s schoolchildren, especially 
our most at-risk children, out of 
classrooms and into the juvenile 
and criminal justice systems. This 
pipeline reflects the prioritization 
of incarceration over education.”

Jeree Thomas, an attorney 
with the Legal Aid Justice Cen-
ter, started her career focusing on 
the educational needs of incar-
cerated youth and brought that 
background to Performing Sta-
tistics. Thomas said that a priority 
of the project is to create an entry 
point for people to learn about the 

problems associated with mass in-
carceration and to eliminate the 
disconnect between the policy-
makers and the actual people af-
fected by those policies.

“Many of the lawmakers have 
no concept of the humanity and 
the personalities and the dreams 
of the young people who are in-
carcerated,” Thomas said. “I think 
that (the project) was really im-
pactful because it’s just not voices 
that they usually hear in the Gen-
eral Assembly.”

Those involved in the program 
are currently working to combat 
an amendment to the bond bill 
proposed by Gov. Terry McAu-
liffe to fund the construction of 
a new juvenile corrections facil-
ity in Chesapeake. A collection of 

signatures from an online petition 
and physical postcard distribution 
will be delivered to the General 
Assembly on Wednesday, in time 
for the vote about the funding for 
the center. Thomas said that the 
signatures come from those who 
“disagree with rushing to open 
a new facility without having an 
open, transparent conversation 
about whether or not we need this 
same model of facility.”

The program plans on continu-
ing their work with the teenagers 
at the Richmond Detention Cen-
ter in the coming year. They re-
cently raised half a million dollars 
to continue the project for at least 
the next three years, according to 
Trey Hartt, Deputy Director of 
Art 180 and a co-organizer of the 
Performing Statistics project.

Art 180, a youth arts non-prof-
it, contributes as a partner on the 
project by using arts as an avenue 
for activism. This idea lead to the 
art exhibition of the work of the 
children currently serving time in 
the Richmond area and using the 
community as support. Art 180 
provides the artistic perspective to 
strategically and creatively guide 
the project forward.

“We want to use art as a way to 
humanize the juvenile justice sys-
tem and especially the kids that 
are involved in that system, and 
then connect it to policy,” Hartt 
said. “The system is broken and it 
needs to change.”
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The organizations teamed up to form an art exhibit which highlighted the effects of youth incarceration.

“Many of the lawmakers have no concept of the 
humanity and the personalities and the dreams of 
the young people who are incarcerated.” 

—JEREE THOMAS
ATTORNEY, LEGAL AID JUSTICE CENTER

Nonprofits work together to 
combat youth incarceration
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what’s happening
program details, rates, and locations at recsports.vcu.edu 

/recsportsvcu/VCURecSports

vcurecsports.
tumblr.com/recsportsvcu

/vcu_recsports/VCURecSports

wp.vcu.edu/
recsports/

VCU RecSports
ios/android app 

Full Moon Canoe 
[April 23, register by 4/19]

Women’s Sea Kayak Weekend
[April 23 – 24, register by 4/19]

Cave
[April 30, register by 4/26]

Climb
[April 30, register by 4/26]

Whitewater 
[April 30 – May 1, register by 4/19]

Adult Private & 
Buddy Swim Lessons 
[registration ongoing ]

US Masters Swimming 
[registration ongoing ]

Water Safety Instructor Class
[May 16 – 20, register by 5/16]

AHA First Aid & BLS for  
Healthcare Providers
[April 23, register by 4/21]

ARC First Aid/CPR/AED
[April 30, register by 4/27]

AHA Heartsaver FA CPR/AED
[April 30, register by 4/27]

Lifeguard Training
[May 16 – 20, register by 5/13] 

Water Safety Instructor Class
[May 16 – 20, register by 5/16]

ANDREW CRIDER
Online News Editor 

Freshman Business major Rose Harvey was walk-
ing along W. Main St. in the late hours of April 10 
when a small four door car pulled up beside her. Im-
mediately, the men inside tried to get her attention. 

“They began catcalling me, saying things like “hey 
baby how are you doing?” and whistling, honking 
their horn, trying to get me to engage with them,” 
Harvey said. 

She kept walking and ignored the continued cat-
calling, that’s when Harvey was fired upon. 

“I felt something hit me in the side of the head, 
they then screamed “bitch” and drove away,” Harvey 
said. 

Multiple pedestrians, three which were VCU stu-
dents, were struck by paintballs near the Monroe Park 
Campus the same night. The suspects, 18-year-old 
London Fleming and 20-year-old Isiah Crawford, 
both residents of Richmond, were taken into custody 
and charged with simple assault and brandishing a 
firearm. Crawford was also charged with possession 
of marijuana. 

The two had allegedly driven around the streets of 
N. Harrison and N. Franklin harassing pedestrians 
before opening fire with their gas operated weapon.  

The VCU Police Department received three re-
ports of pedestrians struck by paint balls between the 
hours of 11 p.m. and midnight from April 10 to 11. 
Two of the reports were made some time after the in-

cident. 
The first of the incidents occurred on the 500 block 

of N. Harrison St. when a woman reported that she 
was struck by a paintball. In the second incident, two 
males and one female said they were struck by paint-
balls at the intersection of N. Harrison St. and W. 
Franklin St.

A few days later, a female reported that she was 
struck with a paint ball near the 1100 block of W. 
Main St. at around 10:30 p.m. The investigation on 
this incident is active, however, VCU police officials 
indicated that they believe that the incidents are con-
nected. 

Harvey filed a online police report the next day 
and said she was contacted by the police hours later. 
She first went to VCU Health to be cleared of injuries 
before contacting the police again. 

“I spoke to one officer who was very helpful and 
supportive and he asked me if I noticed that there was 
anything in my hair after I got hit,” Harvey said. “He 
asked if I wanted to prosecute and I told him yes. I 
don’t want to be assaulted and let the people that did 
it get away with it.”

Harvey said that despite the incident she still felt 
safe on campus knowing that the men who shot her 
in the back of the head with a paintball gun were off 
the streets.

“However, I have noticed that I avoid walking 
anywhere now and for a few days I didn’t want to 
leave my room because I was afraid something else 
would happen,” Harvey said.

Arrest made after pedestrians struck by paintballs

Community gather outside city hall in school closure pushback 
that could benefit from more 
funding is construction. 

“Necessities are buildings that 
are not falling down around our 
children, buildings that are well 
maintained, buildings that can sup-
port today’s modern technology, 
qualified teachers standing before 
our children providing instruction 
and all the other resources that are 
required to educate children who 
live in poverty so the cycle does not 
continue,” Hayers. 

Hayer believes that the school 
system has already cut back to meet 
the city’s needs. She said that there 
had not been a budget increase since 
2009. Hayer also said class sizes 
have increased since 2009, mean-
ing that fewer teachers are teaching 
more children. 

Open High School teacher and 
VCU alumni Brigette Newberry has 
been teaching for 30 years. Newber-
ry, whose school is listed for closure, 
is also opposed to school closures.

“I don’t want that to happen. I 
want the mayor to fully fund the 
budget for the school system,” New-
berry said. “Students, teachers, par-
ents — we are all pissed.”

Among the parents at the pro-

test was Mario Brown, a father of 
four daughters attending Linwood 
Holton Elementary. 

“They are not in the schools that 
are closed, but I am a product of the 
schools that are about to be closed,” 
Brown said. “It hurts me, it disgust-
ing, it’s awful. The parents, the stu-
dents and the teachers are united on 
this. We stand as one and we will 
not give up.”

A City Council meeting that 
took place the same evening as the 
protest was flooded with protesters. 
The third and fourth floors overflow 
rooms were filled to capacity and 
allowed all attendees to watch the 
meeting on a television screen.

The city council elected to move 
the vote on the school budget to the 
last item on the agenda. 

The meeting allowed for stu-
dents, teachers and parents to speak 
on the closure of the schools. 

Councilmembers voted to post-
pone a vote on the city ordinances 
that would close the schools until 
April 25. Several other items on 
the agenda, which included vari-
ous ordinances for school spend-
ing, were also delayed due to the 
large amounts of citizen speakers 
at the meeting.

—continued from page 1

Amid pressure from protesters both in their meeting, council members voted to delay a vote on public school funding.
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You refer to yourself as an “ac-
tivist, educator and mobilizer.” 
What made you want to get into 
the political arena, especially at 
a time when so many Americans 
are turned off by politics? For 
example, the latest Gallup poll 
indicates congress has an 11 per-
cent approval rating.
I’m crazy right? (laughs) I still be-
lieve in the institution of govern-
ment. I want to reinvigorate a cul-
ture of public service. I have seen 
such remarkable work done in the 
private sector and the nonprofit 
sector that the most powerful, ca-
pable people I know are not going 
to government, so I believe so fer-
vently that we need that spark, that 
dynamism, to enter the political 
sphere today if we really want to ac-
complish these massive, sweeping 
changes that we’re talking about.

When did we stop think-
ing change was going to happen? 
When did we lose that notion of 
what’s possible? Getting back to 
the spirit of politics decades ago 
when people coalesced and were 
able to actually accomplish pretty 
remarkable change.

If elected, you will make history 
as the youngest woman to ever 
be elected into congress. At 25 
you would be five years younger 
than the current representative 
to hold that title, Congresswom-
an Elise Stefanik. How is it com-
ing to grips with that reality? 

You know, we didn’t set out to 
make history, we set out to make an 
impact. I believe in representative 
democracy, the constitution doesn’t 
say you need to be 30 years old to 
be in congress. It says you need to 
be 30-years-old to be in the Senate 
and 35 years old to be the president. 

But in a country where 51 percent 
of our population is female and 35 
percent is under 30, where is that?

Don’t vote for me because I’m a 
woman, don’t vote for me because 
I’m young, but progressive female 
voices result in better policy and 
young people better have a pulse in 
the future of the state. It’s a crazy 
notion to be the first of anything, 
but it’s about purpose, not position.

You have said that you wanted 
to change the face of the typical 
politician. What does that face 
look like to you right now and 
what are you hoping it will one 
day look like?

When  I think “politician”, I 
think male, I think middle aged, I 
think state legislature experience, 
because that’s what we’ve come to 
see, that’s our congress today.

I don’t want there to be a stan-
dard face of politician. I want our 
elected officials to represent the 
beauty that is the diversity of the 
United States of America. That 
means all races, that means all eth-
nicities, that means all ages, that 
means all demographics.

I also add to that what I said 

before as well - that it takes mon-
ey to run for congress and a lot of 
people wait until they’ve accrued 
wealth or have personal wealth. I 
want politicians to represent the 
fabric of America. 

Congress has a reputation for 
moving very slowly and many 
would blame partisanship and 
gridlock for that. How do you 
plan on reaching across the 
aisle and tackling that divisive-
ness if elected?

I have not been entrenched in 
this power structure for decades. I 
don’t have strong allegiances to par-
ty lines, to donors, to corporations. 
I am coming in because I believe 
we can effect change. I also believe 
our generation is more cooperative. 
I was on the phone with Elise Ste-
fanik’s chief of staff the other day 
talking about the importance of 
young women in politics and how 
excited we are to see my candidacy 
and her congressional seat represent 
something for a generation.

The freshman class of congress 
this year is working together. What 
I really think it comes down to is 
that I spent my life building coali-
tions to accomplish change in the 
nonprofit stage with policy leaders, 
business and people. I am an orga-
nizer, I bring people to the table 
and thankfully I don’t have decades 
of being entrenched in the power 
structure. I’m an outsider and in 
that regard, very effective.

You said the centerpieces of 
your platform are “global and 
environmental health, learn-
ing and the future of work and 
human rights.” What does that 
mean specifically and how do 
you plan to transform your plat-
form into policy?

Learning and the future of work, 
that’s my way of saying education 
and jobs. We don’t just need reform, 
we need a revolution in our educa-
tion system. That’s making educa-
tion more accessible and closing 
achievement gaps, which we have 
here in california. The affordability 
of higher education, my peers are 
feeling the unbelievable burden of 
astronomical student loan rates and 
relevant skills training.

The future of work — how do 
we, we’re architecting new indus-
tries, but how do we as government 
invest in the development of that 
now so that we don’t have to deal 
with striking unemployment later? 
Tax incentives, enterprise-friendly 
regulations, startup incubators to 
cultivate our talent domestically so 
that we’re able to fill job openings 
with people coming out of our edu-
cation system.

Global and environmental 
health is climate action. We don’t 
just need to mitigate further envi-
ronmental degradation, we actually 
have to seek to reverse it. There’s 
something called carbon farming 
or carbon sequestration — and the 

technology of that is already in ex-
istence, so how do we mandate and 
incentivize that to actually take 
greenhouse gases out of the atmo-
sphere to help reverse the some 
of detrimental impacts of climate 
change right now? 

The human rights perspective, 
there’s many components, one of 
them is women’s rights. Around 
paid leave, around equal pay and 
around access to reproductive 
health and these are the things we 
have to ensure at the federal level.

We’re the only industrial-
ized country does not have paid 
leave right now. And then gender 
equality, marriage equality and 
rights. The bathroom laws that 
have been passed in North Caro-
lina are reprehensible.

Are you prepared to endorse a 
candidate for the presidency?

I’m hugely proud to be a demo-
crat, where we have two viable can-
didates standing up for the issues 
that matter most. They’re speaking 
out about education and gender 
equality and jobs and pushing our 
country in a better direction. I be-

lieve that this process of ideas and 
policy around change is democracy 
in action. 

I have huge respect for Bernie’s 
views, particularly on environ-
mental issues and how he’s been 
consistent for decades. The way in 
which his campaign has inspired 
millions, many in our generation, 
with the revolution thinking our 
country needs. That power, that 
grassroots energy.

I hold tremendous respect for 
Hillary Clinton, I think that she 
is a exceptional human being. She’s 
a dynamo who has an unbeliev-
able breadth of experience that will 
serve our country incredibly well, 
particularly when national security 
is at the utmost importance.

I believe that both men and 
women can and will fight for 
women’s rights. I think she’s 
also uniquely poised to lead that 
charge. I’m really proud to hold up 
Sanders and Clinton as champions 
of social causes.

—continued from page 1

Q&A: Erin Schrode
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Schrode is 25 and campaigning for a Democratic seat in Congress.

“It’s a crazy notion to be 
the first of anything, but 
it’s about purpose not 
position.”

—ERIN SCHRODE
CONGRESSIONAL HOPEFUL, 

CALIFORNIA

(If elected, Schrode would be the 
youngest woman to hold office.)
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ADVERTISEMENT

JOE JOHNSON
Contributing Writer

VCU will welcome Montser-
rat Fuentes as the new dean of the 
College of Humanities and Sci-
ences on July 1.

Fuentes will take the place of 
former dean, Jim Coleman, who 
accepted the position of provost 
at Northern Arizona University 
last August.

Fuentes comes to VCU from 
North Carolina State University, 
bringing with her a wealth of ex-
perience and research. While at 
N.C. State, she taught as a statis-
tics professor and was recognized 
in 2003 and again in 2008 for out-
standing contributions to multiple 
areas of statistics-based research.  

“We are delighted to have Dr. 
Fuentes join the VCU leadership 
team,” said Gail Hackett, provost 
and vice president for academic 
affairs. “Her diverse educational 
background and her prolific work 
within her field of research will 
complement the outstanding re-
cord of the faculty in VCU’s Col-
lege of Humanities and Sciences.” 

The College of Humanities and 

Science contains eight of the 12 
largest undergraduate majors at 
VCU. This cross-collaboration of 
disciplines at VCU is one of the 
main reasons Fuentes accepted 
the position.

“VCU is not only a very com-
prehensive university facilitating 
opportunities for advancement 
of knowledge and collaborations 
across disciplines,” Fuentes said. 
“But it’s urban location fosters com-
munity engagement and outreach.”

Fuentes said one of the most 
important aspects of being dean is 
investing in the campus commu-
nity. She said such an investment 
requires a high level of commit-
ment to the student body facilitat-
ing research, bringing in oppor-
tunities and developing a diverse 
campus community.

Fuentes said commitment to 
foster a diverse and inclusive com-
munity, facilitating the integra-
tion of research and teaching and 
bringing opportunities to work 
across disciplines are among the 
most important skills she will 
bring to VCU as dean.

In addition to publishing sev-
eral works of statistical analysis 

in environmental sciences and 
healthcare, Fuentes has traveled 
and taught abroad extensively. 

“We live in a global and very 
rapidly changing society,” Fuentes 
said. “Facilitating to students and 
faculty opportunities for global 
engagement and study abroad is 
very important for any university 
to continue advancing.”     

In 1993, Fuentes received her 
bachelor’s degrees in Mathematics, 
Music and Piano from the Univer-
sity of Valladolid in Spain. Since 
earning her Ph.D. in 1998 at the 
University of Chicago, Fuentes has 
taught classes in Spain, Australia 
and England.

“I feel extremely privileged to 
be welcome into this vibrant com-
munity,” Fuentes said. “I will work 
with the different stakeholders of 
the college on setting goals and 
priorities and a very strong and 
shared vision for the college, to de-
velop a very solid liberal arts edu-
cational core at VCU that facili-
tates for students access to research 
and prepares them for life.”

The College names new dean
VCU hosts substance abuse town hall

ANDREW CRIDER
Online News Editor

The College of Behavioral and Emotional Health 
(COBE) and VCU Life Sciences held a town hall on 
substance abuse in young people April 14 and 15. 

The town hall, titled “From Research to Recov-
ery” advocated for research into substance addiction 
by bringing together doctors, researchers and recov-
ering addicts. 

The event, which had more than 350 people regis-
tered to attend, composed of guest lectures and break-
out sessions that discussed addiction research and sub-
stance abuse. Among the lecturers was Bill Maher, a 
professional interventionist. 

Maher said a key piece to combating the addiction 
epidemic is paying attention to families because fami-
lies also fall victim to a loved one’s addiction, and need 
treatment so they can better communicate with the ad-
dict themselves. 

“Immediately as a result of addiction, this defensive 
posture gets created in a household and we lose the abil-
ity to communicate effectively,” Maher said. “If you 
don’t know the language of recovery, how are you going 
to effectively communicate with them?”

Formal Naval Flight Surgeon Kevin McCauley was 
another guest lecturer. McCauley began to study addic-
tion after he himself was sent to a military prison for his 
own addiction to opioids. 

“For the first time in the history of these numbers 
being recorded, the leading cause of death is not motor 
vehicle accidents, it’s opioids,” McCauley said. 

McCauley said most patients who are prescribed 
opioids will either not like it, or only associate the high 
with the injury that caused them to be prescribed. How-
ever, for a select few, Opioids can be very addictive. 

McCauley’s studies use brain scans to show how the 
release of dopamine in the brain can cause the brain to 
misassociate pleasure with harmful activities. 

McCauley, however, praised the work of collegiate 
recovery programs, saying that they were very helpful 
for addicts in recovery.  

“In many ways collegiate recovery programs are the 
brightest star in the sky,” McCauley said. 

According to the National Council on Alcoholism 
and Drug Addiction, more than 23 Million people 
over the age of 12 suffer addiction to Alcohol and 
other Drugs. 

At VCU, Rams in Recovery offers a daily open house 
at 815 S. Cathedral St., and weekly meetings are held 
Wednesday nights at the Wellness Resource Center. 

Danielle Dick, founder of COBE organized the 
event. Dick said the town hall was trying to answer the 
question of how to connect researchers in the commu-
nity with practitioners to have a dialog. 

“We can make sure our research is actually getting 
out in the field and making a difference,” Dick said. 
“What we ultimately want to do with our research is 
presumably make a difference. For that to happen it 
requires researchers to get their information out not 
just to other scientists, but to individuals who are re-
ally effected.” 

For the first time in the history of these 
numbers being recorded, the leading 
cause of death is not motor vehicle 
accidents, it’s opioids.

— BILL MAHER
PROFESSIONAL INTERVENTIONIST
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sports Stat of the Week
Brooks Vial tied the VCU record for 
strikeouts in a game (15) in 9-1 win 
over La Salle. 

Baseball wins twice 
against in-state rivals

SOPHIA BELLETTI 
Staff Writer

March Madness may be 
over, but the excitement for 
VCU basketball fans isn’t.  

Up until VCU’s final four 
run in 2011, the Rams were just 
another average team in the Co-
lonial Athletic Association. 

When VCU busted 2011 
NCAA brackets by beating 
Purdue in the f irst round and 
completely shattered brack-
ets, beating the No. 1 seeded 
Kansas Jayhawks in the Elite 
Eight, VCU became a school 
nobody would forget. 

Now, former VCU basket-
ball stars Weber (2015 alum) 
and Troy Daniels (2013) are 
squaring off in the NBA play-
offs as the Charlotte Hornets 
play the Miami Heat.

Miami began beefing up its 
roster to add depth for the play-
offs, signing Weber last week-
end, making him the second 
active VCU player in the NBA.

Currently, VCU and 
University of Dayton are the 
leading A-10 teams in number 
of players in the league.

VCU may not have as many 
players in the league as Uni-
versity of Kentucky currently 
does (22), but it is clear VCU 
players are learning and fur-
ther developing during their 
time at VCU.

Players such as Weber and 
Daniels are obtaining further 
knowledge to enhance their 
game to the level so many of 
us have dreamed about since 
primary school. 

Weber joined the Heat 
after spending most of season 
with the Heat’s NBA De-
velopmental League team 
in Sioux Falls, SD, where 
he averaged 11 points, f ive 
rebounds, four assists and two 
steals. He signed a 10-day 
contract with Memphis dur-
ing March.

Weber provided the Rams 
with nearly four seasons of 
nothing but dedication to 
the program. At any given 
moment, you could turn on 
the game and f ind the VCU 
Bandit sliding across the f loor 
and f lying into stands to save 
a ball or swatting the ball out 
of the other team’s possession. 

Havoc hasn’t, and prob-
ably won’t ever be, the same 
without him. Weber was the 
loudest and most energetic 
player on the team. Watch-
ing No. 2, crutches and all, 
hop to the center court as the 
f inal buzzer went off and cut 
down the f inal part of the net 
last March when VCU won 
the A-10 tournament was a 
bittersweet moment. 

In his college career, 
Weber was designated to the 
Atlantic 10 All-Defensive 
Team on multiple occasions, 
and also earned the title as 
the conference’s Defensive 
Player of the Year for three 
straight seasons. He led the 
nation in steals through his 
junior season in 2013–14 with 
a 3.46 average.

Before the heart shatter-
ing injury that tore his ACL 
and MCL in a loss to rival 
Richmond, Weber was only 12 
steals away from becoming the 
NCAA’s all-time career leader.

This past year, Daniels was 
hitting 48.7 percent (56-115) 
from behind the arc.

As a senior in 2012–13, 

Daniels started every game 
and raised his scoring average 
to 12.3 points per game.

He put his name in the 
record books on Jan. 2, 2013 
when he shot 11-of-20 from 
three-point range en route to 
33 points and 10 rebounds in 
a 109–58 win over East Ten-
nessee State.

The eleven three-pointers 
were a VCU and Atlantic 10 
record for a single game. He 
also set VCU’s single season 
record for three-pointers with 
124, and f inished with 251 
treys in his collegiate career, 
which ranked second most in 
the program’s history.

During the Houston 
Rocket’s f inal possession 
of game three of the NBA 
playoffs against the Trailblaz-
ers, Daniels drained the game 
winning three during his 
rookie season. 

James Harden and Dwight 
Howard tried and failed three 
times on a high-screen situ-
ation and after Harden lost 
the ball that was picked up by 
Jeremy Lin and tossed hook-
shot style to Daniels on the 

left wing.
It was Daniels’ third three-

pointer in six attempts, the 
shots proving so clutch in a 
win that cut Houston’s f irst-
round series deficit to 2-1 at 
the Moda Center.

At that point in his profes-
sional career, you probably 
didn’t know the name Troy 
Daniels unless you were a 
VCU fan. Now, a year later, 
he’ll be a player to watch dur-
ing the tournament. 

Timing is key for future 
opportunities and Treveon 
Graham has peaked at the 
perfect time in his rookie sea-
son with the Idaho Stampede.

The Freight Train spent the 
summer in the summer league 
with the San Antonio Spurs 
and was ultimately signed 
by the Utah Jazz, only to be 
waived and allocated to the 
Idaho Stampede as one of their 
affiliate players this season.

Graham has a tendency to 
take his time, soak everything 
in and then go for the kill. He 
did not enter VCU as a star, but 
he definitely left with that label.

Watching two former VCU 
Rams suit up against each other 
in the first round of the NBA 
playoffs and watching Graham 
grow and prosper as a key player 
in the d-league is reflective on 
VCU’s program.

Players are breaking records, 
getting tournament exposure and 
enhancing their skills enough to 
become NBA prospects.

Who knows, in a year, we 
might see Melvin Johnson in 
a new uniform. 

Baseball travels to U.Va. on April 20 to defend the 7-5 victory the Rams had over the defending champs at the Diamond on April 5.
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ZACH JOACHIM
Contributing Writer

VCU baseball bounced back from two 
conference losses last weekend to win consecu-
tive weeknight games against in-state rivals 
the College of William and Mary and Norfolk 
State University.

The Rams defeated the Spartans of Norfolk 
State Tuesday evening by a score of 4-2 in a 
rugged affair at The Diamond.

Three consecutive walks with one out in 
the bottom of the first inning loaded the 
bases for VCU. Sophomore catcher Brett 
Hileman was then hit by a pitch to force in 
the game’s first run. First baseman Cody 
Acker followed him up with a deep sacrifice 
fly to right field, giving starting pitcher Jona-
than Ebersole an early 2-0 cushion to work 
behind without the benefit of a hit.

Ebersole was masterful in five innings of 
shut-out ball. The junior allowed a mere three 
hits and left the game with the lead intact, but 
did not factor into the decision.

The Spartan offense broke through in the 
top of the sixth. Roger Hall ripped a single to 
right to score two runners and tie the game at 

two runs apiece.
The Black and Gold responded in the 

bottom of the frame. Acker and left f ielder 
James Bunn reached base to start the rally. 
Third baseman Zac Ching laid down a 
pivotal sacrif ice bunt to advance both of his 
teammates to scoring position. Norfolk State 
then attempted to intentionally walk center 
f ielder Logan Farrar, but balked in the pro-
cess to score Acker and hand the Rams back 
the lead.

Hileman walked and came around to score 
a manufactured insurance run on a double 
play turned by the Spartans in the bottom of 
the eighth. 

The VCU bullpen put in a strong effort 
behind Ebersole, aside from the two-run sixth. 
They were led by Tanner Winters who notched 
his first win of the season and shut-down closer 
Sam Donko who secured his twelfth save.

 A short trip down interstate 64 resulted in a 
big win for the Rams on Wednesday night, as a 
19 hit explosion propelled the Black and Gold to 
a 12-4 victory over William and Mary.

The Tribe kept things tight through four in-
nings, as both sides put up three-run frames in 
the early going. VCU starter Benjamin Dum gave 
up four runs and finished with a no decision.

Senior catcher Walker Haymaker came up 
with the big hit to highlight a three-run top of 
the third. Haymaker singled to center with two 
men on and two men out to give the Rams a 
4-3 lead.

W&M would equalize in the bottom of the 
frame on an RBI double by Charley Gould. The 
game then turned into a battle of the bullpens 
after a scoreless fourth.

The Rams grabbed a 6-4 advantage in the 
top of the fifth. Senior second baseman Cooper 
Mickelson keyed the rally with an RBI double.

VCU broke the game wide open in the top 
of the sixth. The Black and Gold connected 
for five runs, fueled by another RBI double, 
this time from third baseman Zac Ching. 

The rally gave the Rams an 11-4 advantage, 
and they would not look back. Junior right-
hander Luke Crabb was credited with his first 
win of the year in relief.

 VCU’s 19 hits in Williamsburg is it’s highest 
total of the 2016 campaign. Seven of nine start-
ers connected for a base knock in the collective 
offensive explosion. 

Junior designated hitter Darian Carpenter 
had himself a night, going 3-5 with a team high 
four runs batted in and three runs scored. 

Senior shortstop Matt Davis likewise lit up 
the scoreboard, going 4-6 on the evening with 
an RBI and run scored.

NORFOLK STATE 

WILLIAM AND MARY

THE PRESS BOX 

MARCUS BLACKWELL
Contributing Writer 

It was a tough weekend for 
the women’s lacrosse team in 
their two games against the 
Davidson Wildcats and George 
Washington Colonials. 

With head coach Jen O’Brien 
still on maternity leave, the 
Rams’ assistant coaches were 
geared to lead the team, however. 

On April 15 against David-
son, VCU was able to jump out 
to a quick start a minute into 
play, when freshman Molly 
Barcikowski scored, giving VCU 
the 1-0 lead. 

Despite this, Davidson would 
quickly recover and score five un-
answered goals to give them a 5-1 
advantage early in the first half.

Freshman midfielder Sky 
Hyatt responded with back-to-
back goals of her own to trim 
the margin. The scores pushed 
Hyatt to 34 goals on the season. 

The f irst half continued with 
the same pattern, whenever 
VCU would cut the lead, David-
son would quickly respond. The 
Lady Rams went into the half 
trailing 7-4. 

In the second half, the Rams 
were unable to keep with the 
rapid scoring coming from 
Davidson’s Emma Sissman’s 
four goals. Davidson went on a 
6-1 run early, making a possible 
comeback tough for VCU. 

Barcikowski found the net 
twice in the last minutes of play 

to complete her fourth hat-trick 
on the season. Freshmen Sofia 
Emond and Ryann Shaugh-
nessy added second half scores, 
but the Rams were unable to 
hault Davidson’s dominant ex-
hibition. The Wildcats defeated 
VCU by a f inal score of 19-9.

Assistant coach Tara Coyle 
was satisf ied with VCU’s effort 
but was looking for a better per-
formance next time out.

“The A-10 Conference is 
proving to be unpredictable this 
season,” Coyle stated. “The wins 
and losses become more diver-
sif ied each weekend. It is an 
exciting time for our conference 
and our team and we are looking 
ahead to Sunday.”

George Washington 
VCU returned to Richmond 

to host a matchup against 
George Washington University 
on April 17. 

In the Atlantic 10 confer-
ence matchup, the game began 
with both teams getting quick 
goals in what was a back and 
forth affair. Hyatt put the f irst 
two points on the scoreboard for 
VCU with the f irst assisted by 
Sofia Emond. This game moved 
at a quick tempo with both 
teams. Emond would also score 
two goals in the f irst period.

As good as the Rams were 
playing early, with good scoring 
distribution, George Washing-
ton was right there with them 
right until the half. VCU went 
into the half with the score all 

tied up, 7-7. 
Similar to VCU’s last game 

against Davidson, in the second 
half the Rams were outscored by 
a large margin and were unable 
to cut the lead by the game’s end.

The two leading scorers on 
the year, Hyatt and Barcikows-
ki, were successful in scoring 
in the second period, but as a 
whole, VCU was outscored in 
the second half 13-5.

The game ended in a George 
Washington victory, 20-12. 

Freshman, Clare Murphy knows 
the team still has a lot to improve 
on and is ready to make advances 
towards that to end the season. 

“We experienced a tough loss. 
Nevertheless, it was another 
very important learning expe-
rience for our team,” Murphy 
said. “The good thing about this 
group is that at the end of the 
day, our team is still the stron-
gest support system there is. We 
are ready to get back to work.”

Women’s lacrosse 
drops weekend 
A-10 match-ups

Freshman Blaire Langeler has 12 goals in 14 games this season.
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Weber and Daniels rep VCU 
in NBA post season games

Sophia is a sophomore 
print/online journalism major 
with a minor in gender, 
sexuality and women’s 
studies. She enjoys writing 
about current events and 
sports and hopes to one 
day be a sports reporter, 
covering soccer, basketball 
and baseball. You can 
usually find Sophia drinking 
way too much coffee and 
laughing at her own jokes.

SOPHIA BELLETTI, STAFF WRITER

Players are breaking 
records, getting 
tournament exposure 
and enhancing their 
skills enough to become 
NBA prospects. Who 
knows, in a year we 
might see Melvin 
Johnson in a new 
uniform. 



6 The Commonwealth Times

ADVERTISEMENT

Nwankwo and 
Scissum transfer 
after one year RODNEY ROBINSON

Contributing Writer

The Rams continues to roll in conference play by 
taking the first two games of the conference series 
against conference opponent the LaSalle Explorers.

The Rams traveled to the City of Brotherly 
Love on Friday, to take on La Salle. 

Hits and runs by LaSalle were hard to come 
by, due to excellent pitching by the Rams starting 
pitcher, Sean Thompson. VCU’s starting pitcher 
Sean Thompson’s performance against the Ex-
plorers on Friday ranked as his best performance 
thus far this season as he carried a no-hitter into 
the 7th inning. Thompson pitched 7 innings, giv-
ing up only two hits, with only one run earned, 
and striking out seven as he was able to notch his 
seventh win of the season.

On offense, the rams were led by Darian Car-
penter and Matt Davis who both finished with 
multi-hit games. Jimmy Kerrigan stays hot as 
he contributed with two RBIs, and Cody Acker 
contributed to the run column as he had a RBI.

La Salle, however, would get off to a quick 
start. For the Explorers, Colin McGowan caused 
problems on the base paths after a lead-off walk. 
McGowan would score on a wild pitch, giving 
LaSalle an early 1-0 lead. 

The fifth inning for the Rams proved to be 
the most pivotal. Logan Farrar, Darian Car-
penter, and Matt Davis started the inning with 
three straight singles. Kerrigan had his first of 
two RBIs, with a ground out to second base, 
allowing the runner to score from third, pulling 

things even at 1-1. The rams would score two 
more runs in the inning with smart situational 
base running.

The Rams continued to impress in their second 
game of the three game series at LaSalle. 

VCU was led by a breakout performance 
by Junior Starting Pitcher Brooks Vial. The 
Lefthander pitched his best game as Ram against 
LaSalle on Saturday. Vial struck out 15 explorers 
in six innings, while only allowing one run. Vial’s 
15 strikeouts tied the record for the most in a 
game since 2004. The bullpen of the Rams would 
impress also as they finished with five strikeouts, 
pushing the game total to 20, and allowing no 
earned runs. 

The Rams offense continued to stay hot. 
Jimmy Kerrigan had another great game on 
offense, going 2 for 5 with a homerun and two 
RBIs. Matt Davis and Cooper Mickelson had a 
great day as they both had multi-hit games, with 
three RBIs amongst the two. 

The Rams got off to a quick start in the first, 
as Kerrigan drove the ball to the wall, allow-
ing one run to score. The Rams would not look 
back after the first as they never lost the lead 
in the contest. The Rams would break open the 
game in the fourth inning, notching 4 runs and 
extending the lead to 6-1. Carpenter and Davis 
came through in the fourth, with key singles 
which pushed the lead to four. 

VCU will carry this momentum to the final 
game of the series against LaSalle Sunday, April 
17th. First pitch is scheduled for 12 p.m.

Baseball extends A-10 record to 9-3

Sean Thompson carried a no-hitter into the seventh before being pulled.

redshirt his freshman year after get-
ting NCAA clearance to play in the 
2015-16 season.
“Jon and Gerron were terrific repre-
sentatives of the program while they 
were here, and we want to thank 
them for their contributions to our 
program,” said head coach Will 
Wade in the press release. “We wish 
them the best in the future. 
Toward the tail-end of the season, 
Wade gravitated toward four-guard 
starting lineup. This limited playing 
time for forwards who succeeded 
junior Mo Alie-Cox in the depth 
chart. Sophomore forward Justin 
Tillman amassed 13 minutes in 
VCU’s NCAA tournament match-
ups against Oregon State University 
and the University of Oklahoma. 

Sophomore Michael Gilmore 
did not play against Oregon St., 
but recorded 20 minutes against 
Oklahoma. Against the Sooners, 
he shot 100 percent from off the 
bench that included two 3-pointers. 
It was one of five games where the 
Jacksonville, Fla. native played 20 
minutes or more.

The outgoing transfers leave 
Wade with four a forwards at his 
disposal for the upcoming season. 
The graduation of seniors Korey 
Billbury and Melvin Johnson will 
leave the Rams with four scholar-
ship positions available for next 
season, with three guards expected 
to sign in the offseason. 

Wade signed 6-6 guard 
De’Riante Jenkins from South 
Carolina and 6-4 guard Marquell 
Fraser from Texas. Malik Crowfield, 
a 6-4 guard from Louisiana, also 
signed his letter of intent with the 
Rams last week, according to the 
Richmond Times-Dispatch. 

—continued from page 1

Nwankwo (left) and Scissum 
(right) are no longer part of the 
program.
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Men’s Tennis A-10 Tournament

Quarterfinals

Semifinals 

Championship 

VCU 4

VCU 4

VCU 3 George Washington 4

Dayton 0

George Mason 0

L

W

W

Baseball Game 3: April 17 

Score

Hits

Save

No-Decision

Record

VCU 2 LaSalle 1

6 6

Sam Donko

Michael Daily

25-12 (9-3) 10-26 (2-7)
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spectrum in 1906, the Great San Francisco 
Earthquake struck, killing hundreds 
at 8.0 on the Richter scale.

On this day

ANDREW CRIDER
Online News Editor

Today marks the end of National Public Safety Telecommu-
nications Week, but for VCU’s 17 emergency dispatchers who 
have dispatched more than 21,500 calls this year, it’s another 
day at the office.

Dispatchers at the VCU Police Department are responsible 
for more than taking phone calls and handling radio com-
munications with officers; they’re also tasked with activating 
emergency sirens, sending text alerts, monitoring the emergen-
cy phones on campus and responding to tips from the nearly 
12,000 LiveSafe app users.

To prepare themselves, dispatchers train for more than 
a year to become certified. In addition, dispatchers at VCU 
undergo weekly and monthly in-service training sessions.

Adam Crowe, director of emergency preparedness at VCU, 
said dispatch is a tough job. 

“I sit at a desk all day. I can take a break if I need a break, 
but they have to be right there for the eight hours and deal with 
the anxiety of callers, the anxiety of issues that comes up, the 
pressure of having to deal with all those different components,” 
Crowe said. 

The three eight-hour shifts at the dispatch center keep VCU 
covered 24 hours a day, seven days a week. 

Crowe said there are no slow shifts for the dispatchers. 
“It’s pretty busy around the clock. I think there’s different is-

sues, during the day there is a lot more activity in local business 
and certainly the administration of the university is here, and 
that’s different from nights when people are out and about,” 
Crowe said. “It’s just a different dynamic of how things go.”

After constant calls and communications day-to-day, Crowe 
said the officers and the dispatchers often form close bonds.

“In a lot of ways, a lot of times they recognized each other 
and they know the tone and expectations, and it goes both 
ways,” Crowe said. 

Crowe said it’s the dispatcher’s dedication to the job that 
allows them to handle the stress of their work environment. 
There’s a large responsibility that falls on the shoulders of 
dispatchers, and oftentimes someone’s safety could be compro-
mised by a delayed response by emergency services.

“I tend to find they are very dedicated, so I think their pas-
sion for the work itself kind of pushes them through the hard 

days,” Crowe said. 
Crowe said that the dispatchers all have unique ways of 

coping and destressing off the clock. One of the dispatchers 
is an avid painter of miniature sculptures and models, other 
dispatchers are Star Wars fans.  

“They all have unique hobbies and interests that are outside 
of work so I think they are able to when they leave, disconnect 
and engage in something that is less stressful, or stressful in 
ways that at least they have some enjoyment from,” Crowe said. 

Crowe said the main difference for the dispatchers at a uni-
versity and those working for city and state emergency services 
is the size of the space they maintain. While the two campuses 
the VCU PD serve consists of tens of thousands of people, 
dispatcher in a city like Chicago service nearly three million.

“We have a high-pressure environment in a very small 
footprint, so instead of a city or a county, we have a really small 

piece,” Crowe said. 
One benefit of this is the dispatcher’s’ ability to memo-

rize high-traffic areas and perception of a caller’s location 
and urgency.

“They are very attuned to the geographic footprint here, so 
if you miscall a side street, they are typically aware of kind of 
what you are talking about,” Crowe said. 

Crowe said the dispatchers are all active representative of 
the community they serve, allowing them to better understand 
the nuances of the urban campus and the people who live there.

“Because they are like the community, it gives them the 
empathy to understand why an issue is important or why an 
issue needs to be addressed,” Crowe said. 

Crowe went on to say the dispatchers are “anonymous” 
heroes, because although they don’t roll down the street in a 
police car, they are just as active in the community. 

A look inside the VCU Police dispatch center
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Sam’s Take

THE JUNGLE BOOK 
(2015)
SAMUEL GOODRICH
Contributing Writer

Continuing the trend 
of remakes like “Alice in 
Wonderland” and “Maleficent,” 
Disney Studios and director Jon 
Favreau bring audiences a fresh 
version of “The Jungle Book” in 
theatres now. 

This rendition is not only a 
great example of how to do a 
proper remake, but will likely 
become a model for today’s 
exciting family film.

What’s immediately striking 
about the film is its spectacular 
animation. 

Every animal looks real, 
with the animators nailing the 
mannerisms of each creature 
while giving them human-like 
characteristics. This remains 
true with the background 
animals as well, with every on-
screen animal appearing just as 
realistic as the main characters.

But the animals would be 
nothing without a solid cast of 
voice actors, and luckily “The 
Jungle Book” is full of nothing 
but inspired choices. 

With a star-studded cast 
rounded out with the likes of 
Bill Murray and Ben Kingsley, 
each actor brings a great 
performance to the table.

The two actors that steal the 
show are Scarlett Johansson 
and Idris Elba. While brief, 
Johansson’s scene as Kaa 
is beyond creepy, and Elba’s 
character, Shere Khan, is a 
constant highlight, commanding 
every scene he’s in with fear 
and intimidation. 

Even better, Neel Sethi does 
a stellar job as Mowgli, not only 
looking the part, but acting it 
as well.

Sadly, the film does stumble 
at points. While the nostalgic 
call-backs are usually clever 
and restrained, they become 
forced once they involve the 
original music. “Wanna Be Like 
You” is the awkward stand-out, 
ruining what could have been 
great scene.

The character relationships 
are also somewhat weak, with 
many connections told to us 
rather than shown. This lack of 
on-screen development lessens 
many scenes that should be 
emotionally gripping.

Despite these problems, “The 
Jungle Book” still stands as not 
only one of the best Disney live-
action remakes, but one of the 
better remakes in film history. 
It changes enough things to 
warrant a retelling, while also 
remaining true to the original 
film. While perfect for families, 
this film will entertain any 
Disney fan worth their salt.

RATING:

For those who like the 
original “The Jungle 
Book,” or are fans of 
Disney’s recent live-

action remakes in 
general.

THE INK IS DRY:
Ink Magazine drops spring issue with a party
JOSHUA BUCK
Contributing Writer

In honor of the release of their spring 
issue, student-run alternative fashion 
and culture  publication Ink Magazine 
held a launch party at the Camel on 
April 16, which featured performances 
from Richmond-based electronic hip 
hop group B.ckwards Haus Ops and “art 
rock” band Toward Space. 

Volume eight, issue two of the bi-
annual magazine features articles about 
body image, up-and-coming musicians, 
fashion, couch surfing and more. Its pro-
duction team is comprised of more than 
a dozen photographers, designers, writers 
and editors — all of whom are students 
at VCU.

“We were trying to have a nice mix 
for people,” said Ink’s chief editor Bran-
don Geib.

Geib said the staff envisioned the 
release show as a fun, laid-back way 
to attract new readers and get the 
issue circulating, with attendees re-
ceiving souvenier buttons to mark the 
occasion and a copy of the magazine. 

Geib touted this latest release as the 
magazine’s longest issue so far. 

“We almost got to a full 100 (pages),” 
he said. “It’s pretty exciting.” 

The artists performing at the event 
made an appearance in this season’s issue 
as well. 

Alfred, from B.ackwards Haus Ops, 
appears as the issue’s featured musician, 
and Toward Space appears as one of four 
different acts in the magazine’s “You 
Should Be Listening” section, which is 
a collection of artists who the editorial 
staff feels aren’t recieving the attention 
they deserve.

“We really want to point people 
towards cool music in Richmond,” 
Geib said.

Ink is housed in VCU’s Student 
Media Center. It was first published in 
2008, and has since recieved multiple 
awards including Best Magazine Cover 
in the 2015 Pinnacle College Media 
Awards and the second place Mark 
of Excellence Award for Best Student 
Magazine in the Region  in 2012, 
2013 and 2014.

Free copies can be picked 
up at the Student Media 
Cetner at 817 West 
Broad Street.

VCU Police dispatchers have fielded more than 21,500 calls this year alone.

Performers from B.ckwards Haus Ops and “art rock” band Toward Space perform at Ink Magazine’s release party, where attendees all recieved a copy.
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This summer, get ahead when you head back home. Enroll at TCC and cover 

your lower-division degree requirements at a fraction of the cost. On campus 

or online, TCC is affordable and convenient. Finish 3 credits in as little as 6 

weeks! Learn more at tcc.edu/summer

This Summer ...

LEARN MORE.
PAY LESS.

ADVERTISEMENT

MUKTARU JALLOH
Staff Writer

The only thing better than 
delivery food arguably is delivery 
food at your front door at 2 a.m. 
from your favorite restaurants.

Now, thanks to OrderUp, 
even restaurants without deliv-
ery service can bring students 
what they’re craving, as one the 
nation’s leading on-demand food 
delivery services and has extend-
ed its brand to VCU’s Monroe 
Park campus.

With service locations in Iowa 
City to Orlando, OrderUp deliv-
ers in more than 20 states, and 
the company has recently looked 
to spread its service to college 
campuses across the country 
including VCU. 

In an effort to establish 
themselves in a contested market, 
members of the OrderUp team 
have been giving out discounts 
at their table-stand near Cabell 
library. They’ve also given out fly-
ers and started an email newslet-
ter list to increase their customers 
in the area. 

These initiatives come from 
their innovative marketing 
team, lead by the company’s first 
director of market launches Eric 
Meyer, who joined OrderUp 

2014. Meyer said he has seen 
undoubtable growth, especially in 
the Richmond area. 

“We’re proud to report that 
our Richmond launch was one 
of OrderUp’s most successful 
launches in company history,” 
Meyer said. 

“Our community marketing 
manager, general manager, and 
a team of incredible VCU Brand 
Ambassadors all proudly call 
Richmond home,” Meyer said. 

During the first few weeks 
of their Richmond launch, the 
company helped many local 
restaurants and nearby favorites 
get their coveted food to residents 
and students. 

Moreover, for the first time, 
big-time restaurants like Chipo-
tle, Noodles & Co. and Which-
Which were able to be delivered 
to dorms. 

OrderUp has also been able 
to give jobs to many VCU 
students as delivery drivers, and 
has been referenced by vari-
ous professors in business and 
marketing due to their unique 
marketing style and initiatives. 

Student ambassadors, who 
give feedback and share their 
experiences, are also employed by 
the company. 

OrderUp’s team has also 
partnered with campus clubs 
like StartUp VCU and Emerg-
ing HealthCare Leaders, while 
also hosting campus events. This 
relationship has led many Brand 
Ambassadors to be promoted to 
higher levels of the company. 

Currently, OrderUp is contest-
ing with delivery services like 
GrubHub and Quickness RVA, 
as well as restaurants with their 
own person delivery drivers and 
cyclists like Jimmy Johns and 
most pizzeria.

OrderUp landed at VCU, 
is a total gamechanger

making sure that the actors are 
moving through the space natural-
ly, while technically keeping them 
open and visible to each member of 
our audience,” Shofner said. “Our 
designer, Adam Dorland, has cre-
ated a very realistic NYC audition 
studio in all of it’s overused and 
mildly neglected glory.”

VCU alumni Emily Atkins is 
the costume designer for the play 
and offered insight into the mov-
ing parts that went into making 
“Venus in Fur.”

“TheaterLAB is such a strong 
collaborative environment, and 
Matt Shofner was very open and 
receptive. ‘Venus in Fur’ is a play-
within-a-play,” Atkins said. “This 
allowed us to really have fun with 
the period… taking them out of 
reality and into theatricality.” 

Shofner used the words “sexy” 
and “powerful” to describe the 
play, alluding to the overtones 
and scenes that make it unsafe for 
children, and said there may be a 

sense of danger to the tone. 
“Sacher-Masoch’s writing is 

where we get the term masoch-
ism, so the play deals heavily 
with power in numerous forms: 
dominance and submission, femi-
nine and masculine, human and 
omniscient,” Shofner said. “Both 
characters fluctuate between be-
ing the giver and commander, or 
as the play says, the hammer and 
the anvil.”

Leopold Von Sacher-Masoch is 
the author of “Venus in Furs.”

Atkins and Shofner both en-
courage VCU students to see the 
play, whose production involved 
TheatreVCU alumni Maggie Roop 
(Vanda), Amanda Durst (Vocal 
Director), Adam Dorland (Set 
Design) and Shofner himself. Mi-
chael Jarett, technical director for 
VCU Dance worked on lighting 
design on the play.

“It’s sexy and hilarious and a 
little scary,” Atkins said. “‘Venus 
in Fur’ is a great opportunity to 
support quality local theater made 
by young people.” 

“Venus in Fur” at TheatreLAB
Actors Maggie Roop and James Hicks star in TheatreLAB’s latest production of the play that deals with highly sexual themes.

Roop plays Vanda, an actress in desperate need for work.

—continued from page 1
“We’re proud to report 
that our Richmond 
launch was one 
of OrderUp’s most 
successful launches in 
company history.” 

—ERIC MEYER 
MARKETING DIRECTOR
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“Urinetown” weds toilet 
humor with political satire

“Venus in Fur” at TheatreLAB

SOPHIA BELLETTI
Staff Writer

Earlier this year, a group of Richmond artists 
recognized a need for a safe environment where 
any artist could express themselves and present 
their work.

Thus, “Last Friday” came to be. Taking place 
on the last Friday of nearly every month, Last 
Fridays were created as a community-wide effort 
to expose artists’ work to the rest of Richmond.

Last Friday had their first show March 25, 
and a huge number of spectators arrived and 
about 40 submissions on less than three-weeks-
notice were received.

There were two rooms with art and an inter-
active piece in the backyard and it was packed. 
Guests and artists were able to enjoy art outside 
of the context of a class, museum or gallery. 

Shepard was a part of the team of people 
curating the show and said most of the work she 
looked at she had never seen before. 

While the artists behind these events wish 
to refrain from labeling a specific person as 
the founder of Last Fridays, Stuart Shepard, 
a sophomore Craft/Material Studies and 
Sculpture + Extended Material major, remem-
bers VCU students Bethany Allen and Helen 
Westergreen as the two people who got the 
conversation started.

“We want everyone to have the opportunity 

to have an equal part in organizing Last Fridays 
so we haven’t elected any leadership roles and 
no one has singular credit in the creation of the 
group,” Shepard said.

According the Shepard, when the Last 
Fridays events were originally proposed, there 
was a lot of confusion about the association with 
First Fridays — the monthly event that involves 
showcasing local artist at many Richmond gal-
leries and restaurants downtown — and how 
they would pan out not being in a gallery. 

“Last Friday was created to give a space for 
artists to show work that may not otherwise 
have a space to,” Shepard said. “It definitely was 
not created in response to First Friday, but I 
think the conversation between the two events 
is a necessary one.”

Still, original feedback was welcome, and the 
event is expected to evolve from the input of the 
artists involved.

“Also, (there’s) excitement that it was created 
solely from the desire of individuals who want 
to create and experience art apart from VCU’s 
artistic paradigm,” said junior urban planning 
and psychology major Patrick Silva. 

One big factor that differentiates Last Friday 
from First Friday is the level of involvement 
artists are allowed to have with the shows. There 
are plans to have different groups of people 
curating the show every month to give people a 
chance to have a say in organizing shows. 

Along with the theme, the location of the 
shows will change every month to help keep the 
show from becoming repetitive.

“The idea of shows, spaces and structure 
changing often is really exciting,” Shepard said. 
“I love when things are hard to define and I 
think the openness of Last Fridays allows for 
some really beautiful things to happen.”

Shepard also said it was important to take 
artists out of there comfort zone and general 
audience to gain experience.

“It’s easy to see the same people in the same 
buildings every day and never know what their 
work looks like so it was really cool being able to 
see the stuff people have been doing, even if it 
didn’t make it into the show,” Shepard said.

As with any first-time event, lessons were 
learned. Last Friday members worked out a 
process to curate submissions, market the shows 
more efficiently and better host a space that is 
warm and receptive to all walks of life.

“It was really casual and allowed for people 
to have really good conversations about the work 
they were looking at,” Shepard said. “So many 
people came just to see art, and that was the 
most successful part of it for me.”

To find out about future Last Friday 
events, visit lastfridaysrva.tumblr.com or 

the Last Friday Facebook page. 

Student artists pick new spaces each month, holding shows in apartments and backyards alongside live performances.
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Last Fridays give artists a fresh space
SAMUEL GOODRICH
Contributing Writer

How do you combine political 
theory, large scale revolution, musi-
cal theater and urine? TheatreVCU is 
trying to accomplish this with “Uri-
netown,” in production at the W.E. 
Singleton Center until May 1.

TheatreVCU assistant professor 
James Stover is directing the produc-
tion with a cast comprised of VCU 
undergraduate and graduate students. 
Stover was brought on as a director for 
his first time, which he was more than 
willing to take on.

“(Urinetown) is a lot of fun,” Stover 
said. “It definitely makes a political 
statement and is about very relevant 
social issues without it seeming like it’s 
preaching at you, because it’s done in a 
fun, lively context.”

The play tells the story of a town 
where the bathrooms are controlled 
by mega corporations after a massive 
drought hits the area. 

“Urinetown” addresses subjects like 
the dangers of capitalism and corporate 
mismanagement, but with a comedic 
edge throughout. 

The two main characters are 
everyman Bobby Strong, played by 
junior Tyler Fauntleroy and corporate 
daughter Hope Caldwell, played by 
sophomore Isabella Stansbury. Both 
students agreed one of the biggest 
challenges with the roles was being 
comedic while also not playing into 
cliches or over acting.

“Hope is a stereotypical ‘ingenue’ 
(innocent, wholesome, young female 
character),” Stansbury said. “But that’s 
not what James (Stover) wanted… so 
taking the character through a journey 
throughout the show and giving them 
substance has been a good challenge.”

Fauntleroy said that he was excited 
to step out of realism, as it adds depth 
to the performance they couldn’t 
achieve with the restrictions that come 
with it.

“The fact that we live in a height-
ened world provides a fun challenge in 
still being believable but honest in this 
world,” Fauntleroy said.

This “heightened world” is a staple 
of many productions of “Urinetown,” 
with the sets designed to look like 
graphic novel panels. Scenic designer 
Grenville Burgess is the man in charge 

of this task, and said he wanted to do 
justice to the show’s comedic style.

“We made sure there were hard 
outlines in the scenic elements and to 
keep the pop-up feel of graphic novels 
in the design without it taking away 
focus from the story,” Burgess said.

Another important player in this 
production is TheaterVCU junior 
James Russell, who plays the role 
of Caldwell B. Cladwell, the main 
antagonist of the story. Cladwell runs 
the corporation that charges residents 
for bathroom use.

Russell said he is excited to not only 
play this character, but also to perform 
a script that seems to be modern in 
terms of political statements.

“For something that came out in 
2001, it was ahead of its time,” Russell 
said. “All these big movements that 
have happened in the 2000s were 
foreshadowed by this play.”

Although the script deals with 
some heavy subjects, Russell wanted 
to assure the audience there’s a fair 
amount of comedy throughout the 
script.

“It’s like a political cartoon,” Russell 
said. “We’re watching people literally 
revolting because they can’t pee, but it’s 
all metaphors for revolting in general.”

Junior Dylan Bartoe, the master 
electrician of “Urinetown,” has the 
job of ensuring every type of light-
ing or effect for the show requires 
works properly.

“It’s kind of a big thing to get 
thrown into for my first job of this 
caliber, but it’s been exciting and a 
great opportunity,” Bartoe said.

Tickets can be purchased online or 
at the box office at the W.E. Singleton 
Center at 922 Park Ave., with dis-
counted tickets available for students. 

“It’s like a political 
cartoon. We’re watching 
people literally revolting 
because they can’t pee, 
but it’s all metaphors for 
revolting in general.” 

—JAMES RUSSELL
JUNIOR, THEATERVCU
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opinion — Monica Houston

We have to teach our men not to pervert women and 
shame them when we deny their sexual advances.“ “

Quote of the week

MONICA HOUSTON
Opinion Editor

A school in New Zealand 
requires female students to wear 
their skirts at knee-length so that 
male teachers are not distracted. 
Erykah Badu went to Twitter to 
rant about the article in The Inde-
pendent, stating that she agreed 
with the new rule.

I will be the first person to tell 
you that my biggest pet peeve is 
when people excuse a person’s 
behavior with “that’s just how they 
are.” Absolutely not. However, I 
do not think that is what Badu was 
doing when she went to Twitter.

Despite very problematic com-
ments, she went to Twitter to 
rant about a topic that cannot be 
discussed in 140 characters. People 
should not expect her to go into 
tremendous detail about all the 
other issues that are tied to it.

That being said, there is a 
difference between looking and 
acting. There is absolutely no toler-
ance for men who cannot under-
stand boundaries. When a woman 
says no -- no matter what she is 
wearing, no matter if she is buck 
naked in the bed with you -- if 
she decides she no longer wants to 
consent, everything must stop. 

Although Badu’s overall argu-
ment made contradicting state-
ments, it is important to address 
everything she said with an open 
mind. We live society where a 
man’s sexual behavior is excused 
or dismissed as a part of their 
nature. Whereas women are told 
not to explore their sexuality and 
are shamed when their actions call 
attention to their sexuality. Badu 
clearly stated that “men should be 
taught to be responsible for their 
actions from childhood. It’s not OK 
to ‘prey’ on young women.” But she 
also stated, “I am aware that we live 
in a sex I-driven society.”

I completely agree with Badu: 
“we are sexual beings.” Badu is 
not advocating rape culture, she 
understands that both males and 
females need to be aware and 
that “it is everyone’s, male and 
female’s responsibility to protect 
young ladies.”

The real issue here is not girls 
skirt lengths. It is the sexual ob-
jectification of women. Requiring 
females in schools to wear longer 
skirts doesn’t address the full issue. 
In a society where our men have 
been taught that it is acceptable 

to prey on women, whether it is a 
catcall or full-blown rape, men do 
not have to be held as accountable 
for their sexuality as women do. 
Women should not feel ashamed 
or embarrassed to embrace their 
sexuality. It is their prerogative 
to wear what they please without 
feeling pressured by society.

There were points made that 
if a male teacher cannot control 
himself in a school setting then he 
should not be teaching. I absolutely 
agree. There were also points made 
that it is not normal to be sexually 
attracted to children especially 
when their age is known. Again, 

I agree. What is problematic with 
this situation, and what I think 
Badu was trying to express, is that 
grown men will look at women no 
matter their age, no matter what 
they are wearing. I would even go 
as far as including women in this 
category. Women will look at men 
no matter their age, no matter 
what they are wearing.

Badu’s points are that we are 
sexual beings and it is normal to 
be attracted to sexual things. I 
can look at another woman and be 
attracted to her, no matter what 
she is wearing. If she has a nice 
ass, I’m going to look. If she has 

a pretty face, I’m going to look. 
We are sexual beings and sexual-
ity is nothing to be ashamed of. Is 
it wrong for me to be attracted to 
my teacher because he is wear-
ing a short sleeves shirt with his 
muscles and veins bulging out? 
Does he have to wear long sleeves 
shirts now because I find his arms 
attractive? No, you look and keep 
it moving.

This goes back to understanding 
the difference between looking and 
acting. It is a natural process to 
look at another being and realize 
their attractiveness. Once you act 
upon those thoughts however, you 

have crossed the line.
The conversation is not about 

what women should and should not 
be wearing. It is about holding men 
accountable for their actions and 
not dismissing their behavior. We 
have to teach our men not to per-
vert women and then shame them 
when we deny their sexual advanc-
es. I’m not asking for it if I wear 
short skirt, and I don’t suddenly 
become a bitch because I ignore you 
for trying to holler. Women are not 
objectifiable objects. 

A woman’s sexuality is her prerogative
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President Rao,

Didn’t you raise tuition 
fees by 2.5% last year?

You do realize that VCU 
has a) the highest rate of stu-
dent debt in the state of Vir-
ginia and also b) the highest 
graduate unemployment rate 
in the state of Virginia? Since 
most students subsidize their 
education through predatory 
student loans— and since 
most students can’t expect to 
make more than about $10/
hour after graduation— you 
do realize you are adding 
$358 of their promised, future 
labor? that they can’t expect 
any profit off of? So you are 
giving each student an entire 
35 hour work week where they 
take absolutely nothing home 
because you want to further 
inflate the administration and 
install that big screen onto the 
windows of the library. The li-
brary which-— by the way—  
receives no percentage of the 
library fees on overdue books, 
whose expansion was basically 
just the creeping outward of 
the privatized Starbucks, who 
has 65% of their books not 
even in the stacks but in off-
campus storage.

Aside from how you plan 
on exploiting the future labor 
of your present students, 
VCU unabashedly exploits 
local workers. You have your 
employees serve you coffee 
for poverty wages. The school 
system at large is planning to 
shut down eight schools this 
year. Every raise in tuition 
costs is only further increas-
ing the barrier for poor black 
kids to attend this college 
that dominates over their 
austerity-stricken city. Every 
increase in tuition is a literal 
decrease in accessibility. Every 
dollar you add to the tuition 
only continues the legacy of 
white supremacy in Virginia.

How much do you get 
paid, President Rao? How 
much does your Board of 
Visitors CEO posse pass onto 
you? Why is all of your data 
on diversity already seven 
years old? Are you seven 
years old?

Best,
Sarah Rupp

Over the last decade, phrases like ‘go green’ and 
‘reduce your carbon footprint’ have become firmly 
embedded in our lexicon, just as Earth Day has 
become an annual celebration. As an environmen-
tal advocate, this couldn’t make me happier. I’ve 
been inspired to see people switch to efficient light 
bulbs, recycle and use canvas shopping bags instead 
of paper or plastic. Nearly two thirds of Americans 
say they recycle on a regular basis compared to a 
quarter of Americans in the 1990s. Yet while more 
people have come to recognize the carbon footprint 
cost associated with everyday behaviors like driving 
cars, a leading cause of environmental degradation 
has remained largely hidden: factory farming.

According to the United Nations, animal agri-
business plays a prominent role in climate change. 
Wherever large farming operates, there is sure to 
be environmental degradation. Untreated manure 
from hog farms runs off into our rivers, streams 
and other waterways, killing fish and causing 
algal blooms. When this waste inevitably reaches 
our oceans, this creates what scientists call ‘dead 
zones’ — areas of the ocean where all life dies off 
or moves away due to a lack of oxygen. The dam-
age done to our planet by animal agribusiness is 
well-documented and ever-increasing, and as our 
population grows so too does our demand for meat.

The good news is that more and more people are 
connecting what we put on our plates with our im-
pact on the planet. The result is that we as a nation 
are enjoying more meat-free meals as a way to help 
ourselves and the planet that sustains us.

Since its inception in 2003, Meatless Mon-
day has mushroomed. The idea is simple: enjoy a 
holiday from meat one day a week. It’s a simple 
solution with manifold benefits. According to the 
Environmental Defense Fund, “If every American 
skipped one meal of chicken per week and substi-
tuted vegetables and grains...the carbon dioxide 
savings would be the same as taking more than 
half a million cars off of U.S. roads.” A Carnegie 
Mellon University study found that we’d each do 
more good for the planet if we ate meat-free just 
one day a week than we would if we ate exclusively 
local foods.

There are even more compelling reasons to try 
Meatless Mondays. For example, farm animals, like 
the dogs and cats we consider members of our fami-
lies, are individuals with personalities, needs and the 
capacity to suffer. Yet on industrial factory farms, 
they’re often treated like mere units on a production 
line with little consideration for their suffering.

And, of course, eating more plant-based foods 
and fewer animal-based foods is good for our 
health, too. The American Heart Association 
recommends “substituting some of the meat in 
your diet with vegetables” as a simple way to reduce 
our risk of heart disease (America’s number one 
killer). Even former governor of California Arnold 
Schwarzenegger has touted the virtues of meatless 
eating, pointing to fitness celebrity and vegetarian 
Bill Pearl, who according to Arnold is, “one of the 
greatest bodybuilders ever.”

Equally exciting is the new world of food you’ll 
begin to explore when you enjoy more meatless 
meals. From exotic fare like Indian and Ethiopian 
dishes to familiar favorites like spaghetti with 
marinara and vegetables or bean burritos, there’s no 
shortage of options.

Perhaps the easiest — and tastiest — way to im-
prove our diet is by practicing the Three Rs: “reduc-
ing” or “replacing” consumption of animal products 
and “refining” our diets by choosing products from 
sources using higher animal welfare standards.

Small changes multiplied by millions make a 
big difference. Each of us, by pledging this Earth 
Day to participate in Meatless Monday, can make a 
tremendous difference for the world and its inhab-
itants all year long.

Kristie Middleton is a Virginia Native and senior 
food policy director for The Humane Society of 
the United States.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

LETTER TO THE EDITOR
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April 19 – May 8

$25 STUDENT TICKETS 
NOW AVAILABLE FOR 

WEEKNIGHT PERFORMANCES!
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Visit the Box Office to purchase student tickets.
Limit two tickets per valid Student ID.

Student Tickets available in advance for Tues, Wed, Thurs and Sun evening performances, and available day of show for Fri and Sat evening and Sat and Sun matinee performances. Offer not valid on 
previously purchased tickets and may not be combined with any other offer. Offer does not apply to all performances and price levels. While supplies last. Additional fees and restrictions may apply.
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