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Horns, drums, screams and 
hoops: The Peppas have a unique 
and energizing sound that booms 
from the Siegel Center and 
throughout VCU – so it’s no sur-
prise that they brought down the 
house in New York and Oklaho-
ma City.

The band recently started ac-
companying the Rams go to the 
A-10 tournament in Brooklyn, 
where they travel alongside them 
and champion the team’s arrival 
and representing the River City 
national television through NBC’s 
“Today Show.”

Ryan Kopacsi, the Peppas’ di-
rector, said he started this tradition 
simply because they can. 

“It’s very accessible for the 
bus we have in (New York City),” 
Kopacsi said. “We keep doing it be-
cause, frankly, it works.”

Kopacsi said he was amazed by 
how the band has adopted the trip 
with open arms.

“I love that the students get so 
excited for it,” Kopacsi said. “Who 
would be excited for a 4:30 a.m. re-
port time? But they are.”

Riding into Rockefeller Plaza on 
a double decker “Havoc lives here” 
bus, Kopacsi said he was happy with 
the publicity it brings for the band 

The Peppas take the road

—continued on page 6 The Peppas brought their sound to New York City and “The Today Show” for the A10.
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BRYANT DRAYTON
Sports Editor

Defeated, but not without a 
fight, VCU’s Cinderella run was 
halted at the hands of Buddy 
Hield and the Oklahoma Soon-
ers on Sunday in the second round 
of the NCAA tournament at the 
Chesapeake Bay Arena in Okla-
homa City.

The 85-81 loss in front of a 
14,000-deep OU crowd was a tale 
of two halves for VCU, as the Rams 
had a nightmarish start that led to a 
halftime deficit of 44-31. But VCU 
held Oklahoma’s Buddy Hield to 
just seven first half points.

“I think he just missed shots,” 
said senior Melvin Johnson. “In the 
beginning of the game, Korey and 
Jordan did a good job arriving on 
the catch, forcing him to take some 
tough shots.”

The Sooners capitalized on a 
smaller VCU frontcourt to start 
the contest, out-rebounding VCU 
25-13 in the first half.

The turning point of the contest 
came when head coach Will Wade 
decided to give reserves in sopho-
more Mike Gilmore and junior 
Doug Brooks a chance to make 
their presence known. The two 
brought scrappy play, silencing the 
OU crowd with 3-point shots and 
pesky defense.

“I just wanted to give us a 
spark,” Gilmore said. “I just wanted 
to keep this thing going for as long 
as I could.

Gilmore attributed his early 
play, then long run on the bench, 
this season to being passive and 
not ready to shoot the ball. He said 
he wanted to go in and fire at will, 
knowing he could knock down the 

—continued on page 5VCU slips out of NCAA tournament in second round. The Rams could not find an answer to senior Oklahoma guard Buddy Hield, who scored 36 points.

SGA Judicial 
Committee 
withholds 
election  
results

JUSTIN JOSEPH
Contributing Columnist

Based on a single tip, dozens of 
police officers rush into a building on 
property owned by another branch 
of government. Although they lack 
proper authorization or a search 
warrant, they shut down and ransack 
the cafeteria kitchen in search of their 
suspect. They continue to search the 
premises in spite of protests by digni-
taries and the established rule of law. 

What exactly were these officers 
looking for? Was it a criminal? A 
foreign spy? A terrorist? The answer, 
surprisingly enough, was beef. 

Such was the scene in New 
Delhi, India on October 26, as al-
most twenty members of the Delhi 
Police raided the official residence 
of the government of Kerala, a state 
in the southern part of the country. 
They acted on a tip by a leader of 
the Hindu Sena, alleging that the 
cafeteria was serving cow meat. 
Slaughtering and consuming beef 
is considered a criminal offense 
in Delhi and many other parts of 
northern India because of the cow’s 
sacred status in Hinduism. 

Though the food served in 
question was actually buffalo meat, 
which is not banned in Delhi, 
the incident has caused enormous 
controversy throughout the coun-
try. In India, the residences of the 

state governments in the capital city 
receive a status equivalent to foreign 
embassies. To raid such a loca-
tion without the permission of its 
resident commissioner is trespassing, 
and to trust a complainant without 
question is irresponsible.

However, this incident raises con-
cerns that go well beyond state rights. 
The law being enforced belongs to a 
class of state statute popularly known 
as ‘beef bans’ that impose the dietary 
restrictions of Hinduism on all 
citizens regardless of their religious 
belief. Although Muslims, Chris-
tians, Parsis and even some Hindus 
do not personally object to beef 
consumption, their dietary habits are 
regulated by the law. In the words of 
freedom fighter Mahatma Gandhi, 
this amounts to “coercion against 
those Indians who are not Hindus.”

Although members of minority 
religious communities are still able to 
use buffalo meat as a suitable substi-
tution, these laws legitimize radical 
Hindu nationalists who use terror 
and intimidation techniques to sup-
press minority communities. Groups 
like the Hindu Sena have become 
more brazen and violent in the time 
since the election of Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi. Incidents of com-
munal violence are at an all-time high 
throughout the country. This raid, in 
fact, occurred just a few weeks after 
a Muslim man was killed by a lynch 

mob in the state of Uttar Pradesh due 
to rumors that he and his family had 
eaten beef. 

Although the man who made the 
false allegations is currently facing 
police charges, he has been celebrated 
as a hero by right-wing organizations. 
Some have even described him posi-
tively as the modern-day equivalent 
of Nathuram Godse, the Hindu na-
tionalist who assassinated Mahatma 
Gandhi in 1948. The police’s decision 
to investigate these claims so urgently 
shows that government agencies 
and political leaders are becoming 
instruments of intimidation. Their 
readiness to be used at the disposal 
of religious fanatics spells the end of 
India’s secularism. 

Although these incidents have 
been contained to a smaller scale so 
far, there is an enormous likelihood 
that such organizations will exacer-
bate communal tensions and cause 
widespread violence. In 1984, tens 
of thousands of Sikhs were killed or 
displaced in pogroms, and the most 
sacred site in Sikhism was attacked 
by the Indian government. In 2002, 
thousands of Muslims and Hindus 
were massacred throughout the state 
of Gujurat. Christians have been 
attacked in Orissa, Karnataka, and 
urban areas in the northern part 
of the country. In each of these 
instances, the Indian government 

—continued on page 8
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“Beef Bans” in India promote religious intolerance
OPINION

—continued on page 3

FADEL ALLASSAN
Print News Editor 

The Student Govern-
ment Association has voted 
against verifying the results 
of the 2016 Presidential elec-
tion until March 23 at 2:30 
p.m. according  to an email 
from SGA Chief Justice Vin-
cent Ryan to members of the 
student organization.

Despite holding elections 
from March 15-17, the Stu-
dent Government Associa-
tion has not yet announced 
the president-elect and vice 
President-Elect.

According to the SGA 
Constitution, unofficial elec-
tion results are posted to the 
organization’s website no 
later than two business days 
after the close of the election.  
The official results of the 
election are posted as soon 
as they have been confirmed 
by the Judiciary Committee. 
If there is contention of the 
election, results are withheld 
until the grievances have 
been resolved.

In a three-way contest, 
incumbent Pres. Suraj “Sun-
shine” Telhaj and his running 
mate junior Tristan Ledbet-
ter faced competition from 
Presidential hopeful junior 
Katie Clark and her running 
mate sophomore Kedji Abazi 
and junior MaryBeth De-
Marco and her running mate 
sophomore Sarah Kilmon. 

The candidates partici-
pated in a debate on Jan. 
14, where they discussed 
a slew of topics that are of 
concern to students, includ-
ing changes they planned 
to implement, and personal 
hurdles they would have to 
overcome if elected into their 
respective offices and diver-
sity in the faculty.

Oklahoma edges 4-point victory over VCU
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ANDREW CRIDER
Online News Editor

Dominion Virginia Power 
payed to send DEQ Direc-
tor David Paylor to the U.S. 
Masters Golf Tournament in 
2013, according to WAMU in 
Washington, D.C. The D.C. 
based news organization said 
that financial disclosure records 
indicate Dominion gave Paylor 
$2,300 to attend the golf tour-
nament and went on to float 
a $1,200 bill at a pub called 
O’Toole’s in Augusta Georgia.

The revelations regarding the 
relationship between Domin-
ion and Paylor came days after 
17 students were arrested dur-
ing a sit in protest at the DEQ 
headquarters downtown. The 
protesters were advocating that 
Paylor step down after the DEQ 
issued controversial permits that 
allow Dominion Power to dump 
wastewater from coal ash ponds 
in the James and Potomac Rivers.

The controversial permits also 
resulted in protest on the grounds 
of the capitol in February.  

DEQ spokesman Bill Hayden 
indicated that the financial dis-
closure was the DEQ simply fol-
lowing the letter of the law. 

“Mr. Paylor fully disclosed, as 
required by law, that Dominion 
paid for his ticket to the Mas-
ters golf tournament in 2013,” 
Hayden said, adding that Paylor 
had no conflict of interest for is-
suing the permits. 

“There is no conflict of inter-
est here, and there is no problem 
with DEQ issuing the permits,” 
Hayden said. 

According to Hayden, Pay-
lor is just one individual who 
could have an effect on the per-
mit process. 

“Permits are written and en-
forced by a staff of professionals 
who focus on protecting the en-
vironment,” Hayden said. “Mr. 
Paylor joins the 800 other DEQ 
employees who take their envi-
ronmental protection responsi-
bilities very seriously.”

According to Dominion 
spokesperson Rob Richardson, 
Dominion has supported the 
transparency system known as 
VPAP that helped disclose this 
information. 

“Dominion is a founding 
member of VPAP and supports 
and advocates for disclosure laws.”  

Richardson says that the en-
tire reason for the series of con-
troversial permits is compliance 
with an EPA ruling that man-
dates coal ash ponds be drained. 

“Dominion, like the DEQ , 
Potomac River Keeper, James 
River Association and many 
others, believe in protecting the 
environment,” Richardson said. 

Dominion did not offer a re-
sponse as to why they payed for 
the trip. 

Environmental activists have 
expressed anger with the news 
from the disclosure. 

Michael James-Deramo, 
president of the VCU chapter 
of the Virginia Student Envi-
ronmental Coalition, said that 
this gift was symbolic of a wide-
spread issue. 

“Paylor, like nearly every pol-
itician in our state has received 
money or gifts from Dominion,” 
James-Deramo said. 

James-Deramo believes that 
the gift shows a conflict of In-
terest. 

“As the DEQ’s role is to di-
rectly regulate Dominion, this 
is a serious conflict of interest,” 
James-Deramo said. “As the Di-
rector of the Department of En-
vironmental Quality, Dave Paylor 
must commit to taking no further 
money or gifts from Dominion.” 

James-Deramo said the per-
mits issued by the DEQ earlier 
this year have been negligent 
and that the DEQ had failed its 
responsibility. 

“In the view of the Virginia 
Student Environmental Coali-
tion, anything less is not doing 
his job. If Paylor cannot adhere 
to these demands he must re-
sign,” James Deramo said. 

ANDREW CRIDER
Online News Editor

Officials from the Virginia De-
partment of Environmental Qual-
ity (DEQ ) held a public hearing to 
discuss permits to allow Dominion 
Virginia Power to build a coal ash 
dump at the Chesterfield County 
library Wednesday night. 

The meeting, which was origi-
nally planned for Feb. 24 and re-
scheduled after violent storms 
caused confusion with the public, 
was a chance for the public to voice 
concerns about the permits prior to 
their official issuance by the state 
agency. The permit in question for 
the night was Permit 609, which 
would authorize the construction 
of a coal ash dump to be built on 
the grounds of the Chesterfield 
County Power station. 

The Permits said the dumps 
would be constructed in 2016, 
with usage beginning in 2017. The 
dumps would be lined with a plas-
tic composite liner to prevent coal 

ash from entering the groundwater 
supply, and the James River. 

Coal ash is the byproduct of 
burning coal for energy pur-
poses and can contain chemicals 
such as lead and arsenic which 
are harmful to Humans as well 
as the environment. 

The permits detail that the life 
expectancy of the plastic liners 
in the dumps would be about 20 
years. Dominion would have re-
sponsibility of the site for 50 years. 

11 people, teachers, mothers 
and residents of Chesterfield spoke 
to offer comment on the permits. 
Comments were based around the 
issues related to the plastic lining 
of the dumps that could fail after 
their life expectancy. 

“The fatal flaw of solid waste 
landfills is that they are subject 
to natural forces,” said Emeline 
Phipps, a Chesterfield County 
resident and teacher, as well as  a 
member of the Blue Ridge Envi-
ronmental Defence League. 

In her comments to the DEQ , 

she said that the liners would not 
be a permanent solution to contain 
coal ash pollutants. 

“Impartial experts agree that 
liner failure in inevitable,” Phipps 
said. “Even the EPA admits that 
all liners ll feel.”

Tomas Pakurar, vice president 
of technology for Hands Across 
the Lake, a local area environ-
mental group,  said that the liners 
would not work. 

“This technology that we use 
that’s legal, just doesn’t work, it 
leaks,” Pakurar said. “We still are 
left with an unsatisfactory design, 
we don’t know what to do.”

Marie stella, a local grandmoth-
er who has offered public comment 
to other DEQ permits said that 
the 20 year life expectancy would 
cause harm to her grandchildren. 

“I’m kind of sad to be here again 
but my sadness is becoming anger,” 
Stella said. “You are saying this 
landfill will last about 20 years, 
some of our grandchildren will be 
just about 20 years when that time.” 

The coal ash dumps will be 
surrounded by a system of ground 
water wells. The system will al-
low the detection of ash leakage 
into the groundwater around the 
plant, with the water being tested 
bi annually.

Cathy Taylor, director of the 
electric environmental services at 
Dominion Power told the public 
hearing that the construction of 
the dumps would be environmen-
tally responsible. 

The project under consideration 
is just one intended environmental 
improvement at the facility. 

The landfill applies to the rules, 
groundwater monitoring network. 

Bob Olson, a concerned member 
of the public recommended that the 
groundwater should be tested more 
frequently than biannually. 

“Sampling should be done on a 
monthly basis,” Olsen said. “By the 
time it’s gone into the monitoring 
every 6 months it’s too late.” 

NATIONAL

Heavy winds as FlyDubai plane crash-
es in Russia, killing 62 

Winds were gusting before dawn Satur-
day over the airport in the southern Russian 
city of Rostov-on-Don when a plane carry-
ing 62 people from a favorite Russian holi-
day destination decided to abort its landing.

The timing was tricky. Two planes had 
landed just a few minutes before the Fly-
Dubai plane aimed to touch down. On the 
other hand, a Russian Aeroflot plane sched-
uled to land around the same time tried to 
come down three times then diverted to an-
other airport, according to Flightradar24, 
an aviation website.

The FlyDubai pilots chose to put their 
Boeing 737-800 into a holding pattern, cir-
cling for two hours over the city located 60 
kilometers (37 miles) from the Ukraine bor-
der. But when they did finally try to land, 
something went catastrophically wrong. 
Their plane plummeted to Earth and ex-
ploded in a huge fireball, killing everyone 
aboard.

3 foreigners among 5 killed in Istanbul 
suicide bomb attack 

A suicide attack on Istanbul’s main pe-
destrian shopping street Saturday killed five 
people, including two Israelis and one Ira-
nian citizen, in the sixth suicide bombing in 
Turkey in the past year.

Prime Minister Ahmet Davutoglu is-
sued a statement saying there were several 
foreigners among the victims.

“Turkey has always said that terrorism 
has no religion, no language and no race 
and that terrorism has to be condemned no 
matter who the perpetrators are,” he said. 
“This sad event has shown once again how 
right our position is.”

There was no immediate claim of re-
sponsibility but suspicion fell on the Islamic 
State group and on Kurdish militants who 
have claimed two recent attacks in Ankara.

Next in Hulk Hogan sex tape suit: pu-
nitive damages, appeals 

he eye-popping $115 million award for 
former pro-wrestler Hulk Hogan isn’t the 
final round in his sex tape lawsuit against 
Gawker Media.

Next up, the jury will return to court 
Monday to award punitive damages in the 
case that’s been closely watched by First 
Amendment experts, media lawyers and 
privacy advocates.

And even when the jury’s done, there 
will be appeals.

“Given the key evidence and the most 
important witness in this case were with-
held from the jury, we all knew the appeals 
court would need to resolve this case,” said 
Gawker founder Nick Denton.

The jurors reached their decision Friday 
evening. Hogan, whose given name is Terry 
Bollea, sued Gawker for $100 million for 
posting a video of him having sex with his 
former best friend’s wife. 

LOCAL
Woman shot by Virginia police was 
holding fake gun 

A 25-year-old black woman was shot and 
killed by police officers in Virginia on Satur-
day after threatening them with what turned 
out to be a fake handgun, police said.

Investigators with the Norfolk Police 
Department’s Vice and Narcotics Division 
were conducting a surveillance operation 
when they came across a fight in a parking 
lot, police said.

The officers saw a woman involved in 
the altercation brandish what they believed 
was a handgun and threaten an unarmed 
man. The officers approached India M. 
Beaty, who refused to comply with their de-
mands and made a threatening motion with 
the handgun before the officers fatally shot 
her, the department said.

Power cables near DC subway fire 
lacked insulation 

Power cables next to the one that caught 
fire at a downtown Washington subway sta-
tion on Monday were not equipped with in-
sulating materials designed to prevent mois-
ture and debris from causing corrosion that 
can lead to fires, a federal official said Friday.

Monday’s fire led to an unprecedented 
daylong shutdown of the Metro system on 
Wednesday for safety inspections and re-
pairs. Metro’s general manager said the 
inspection revealed three locations where 
power cables were so badly damaged that it 
wasn’t safe to run trains until they were fixed.

Virginia Democrats use book bill to 
make fundraising pitch 

Virginia Senate Democrats are blasting 
Republicans for pushing a bill that would 
force schools to notify parents if their chil-
dren are to be assigned to read books with 
sexually explicit content.

The Senate Democratic caucus used the 
bill in a fundraising pitch this week, urging 
their supporters to chip in to send a mes-
sage to Republicans that “censorship is not 
a Virginia value.”

The bill would require teachers to pro-
vide a student with an alternative if his or her 
parent objects to the sexually explicit book. 

Briefs by Associated Press

Dominion 
paid for DEQ 
president’s trip 
to U.S. Masters 
tournament  
in 2013

DEQ host reconvened meeting about 
coal ash permits in Chesterfield

JOE JOHNSON
Contributing Writer

With lighthearted humor and 
personal family anecdotes, U.S. am-
bassador to India Richard Verma il-
lustrated aspects of India’s rich his-
tory and ongoing partnership with 
the U.S. to the students, staff and 
public in attendance at the meeting.

Verma began by discussing his 
family’s journey during mass im-
migration during the partition of 
India and Pakistan.

“In the partition of India that 
year, my grandmother and mother 
would undergo a difficult journey 
to resettle and rebuild their lives,” 
Verma said. “This theme of starting 
over is one my mother would expe-
rience again when she came to the 
U.S. many years later.” 

Verma mentioned topics such 
as joint military operations, space 
exploration and cooperative medi-
cal advances and described the U.S. 
and indian defence partnerships as 
“one of the most comprehensive 
and exciting security partnerships 
of our time.”

Verma made it clear that the 

successful U.S.-India relationship 
is due to people rather than politi-
cal events.

“I want to talk about the people 
that make up this relationship and 
why we are having such a good 
kind of experience in US-India re-
lations,” Verma said. “One of the 
theories in this case has a lot to do 
with many of you sitting in this 
room who have worked pretty hard 
to make this relationship work.” 

Before becoming the 25th U.S. 
ambassador to India in 2014, Ver-
ma graduated from American Uni-
versity followed by Georgetown 
University with a JD and LLM, 
respectively. The ambassador has 
been lawyer in the areas of non-
proliferation, national security and 
international law, in addition to 
receiving the State Department’s 
Distinguished Service Award and 
has been ranked by India Abroad 
as one of the 50 most influen-
tial Indian Americans. Verma is 
the fourth speaker to address the 
Wilder School’s India Chair in 
Democracy. and Civil Society, ini-
tiated in 2011.

U.S. Ambassador to 
India speaks at VCU

Verma was appointed to be the ambassador to India by Barack 
Obama in Dec. 2014, he has served in the position since 2015.

Nearly a dozen Chesterfield residents voiced concerns regarding permits which were issued to Dominion Virginia Power.
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SOPHIA BELLETTI
staff writer  

Virginia Gov. Terry McAuliffe 
said he will attempts by the GOP-
led General Assembly to block state 
funding for Planned Parenthood.

The Virginia Senate and House 
of Delegates voted along party 
lines to eliminate funding that al-
lows Planned Parenthood to pro-
vide thousands of Virginians with 
reproductive health care services 
like STI testing, sex education, and 
family planning.

“Governor McAuliffe has been 
a wonderful leader,” said Cianti 
Stewart-Reid, executive director 
of Planned Parenthood Advocates 
of Virginia. “He said he would 
be a brick wall to ensure women’s 
health centers stay open and that 
women in the commonwealth have 
the access to the care they need and 
deserve. He has been wonderful 

on this issue and we know he will 
continue his commitment to the 
women of Virginia.”

The bill, 1090 passed out of a 
state Senate committee in narrow 
8-7 vote on March 3. 

In February, the House passed 
a bill to prohibit the Virginia De-
partment of Health from funding 
clinics that provide abortions ex-

cept in the case of rape or incest or 
if the mother’s life is endangered.

“At a time when women in Vir-
ginia need greater access to care, re-
publicans in the General Assembly 
are using their time and resources 

to target health care programs at 
a trusted community  health care 
provider,” Stewart-Reid said.  “We 
want to assure the women, men 

and young people of the Common-
wealth that we will be here to pro-
vide them care, no matter what.”

If the bill were to become law, 
1,300 people in Richmond could 
lose access to STI testing.  The bill 
would restrict access to basic health 
care services statewide for the 
22,000 Virginia residents who uti-
lize on Planned Parenthood health 
centers every year.

“Long term consequences are 
people who come to Planned Par-
enthood because they know they’re 
going to get high quality care that’s 
nonjudgemental with compatient 
providers,” Stewart-Reid said. 

Generation Action at VCU’s pro-
vides students with medically-accu-
rate information to encourage them 
to make healthy decisions regarding 
their sexual health and wellness, as 
well as advocating for access to af-
fordable basic healthcare and essen-
tial reproductive health care. 

The VCU Generation Action 
chapter worked to organize stu-
dents to sign a petition against 
the bill.

“We believe that the bill is not in 
the best interest of Virginians and 
supports a deeply insidious political 
attack,” said Niyah White, presi-
dent of Generation Action at VCU.

President of the Virginia Fam-
ily Foundation, Victoria Cobb, 
told NBC 29 she is a proponent of  
Bill 1090. 

“What this bill does is it takes 
good funds and puts them towards 
other great organizations that do 
full, comprehensive healthcare for 
women,” Cobb said. “There’s 140 
federally-qualified health centers 
that provide much more compre-
hensive care and is a better use of 
our tax dollars.”

According Planned Parenthood 
advocates of VA, Planned Parent-
hood provides birth control, can-

cer screenings, annual exams, and 
other high-quality health care ser-
vices to 2.5 million people a year at 
nearly 650 nonprofit health centers 
nationwide. At some point in their 
lives, one in five women in America 
will turn to Planned Parenthood 
for care.

Morgan, who asked for her last 
name to be retained, is a Planned 
Parenthood patient in Richmond 
who said she can’t imagine what 
she would do without the organiza-
tion’s service.

“I am just one of millions who 
depends on Planned Parenthood 
health centers across Virginia and 
around the country,” Morgan said. 
“Our state legislators should stand 
up for this incredible healthcare 
provider rather than attempting to 
defund it and leaving me and thou-
sands of individuals across Virginia 
without the care we need.”

Monday, March 21, 2016

SARAH KING
Executive Editor

When Virginia Commonwealth 
University opened Cabell Library 
in 1970, enrollment was about 
17,000 students. Forty-five years 
later, enrollment had doubled at the 
university – but the library was still 
the same size. As a result, VCU had 
less library space per student than 
any other university in the state.

That changed March 15, when 
VCU President Michael Rao, Vir-
ginia Secretary of Education Anne 
Holton, University Librarian John 
Ulmschneider and others formally 
presented the newly completed, 
$50.8 million Cabell renovation.

“Every decision about this new 
building has been made with stu-
dents first,” said Sue Robinson, 
public affairs specialist for VCU 
Libraries. “We’ve held student fo-
rums. They voted on furniture, 
were polled on types of workspaces 
they liked. We knew they were 
desperate for more study rooms for 
collaborative work.”

Robinson said the changes in-
clude an innovative media new 
workshop in the library basement, 
with 3-D printers and other cool 
tools. The workshop is free and 
open to all students and faculty.

The Cabell renovation-construc-

tion project, which started in De-
cember 2013, added 93,000 square 
feet to the facility and improved 
63,000 square feet of previously ex-
isting space. The library features an 
expanded 3,400-square-foot Star-
bucks, 3,000 student seats (double 
the previous number) and 175 more 
silent study seats.

“What we really are celebrating 
is the future,” Rao said during the 
opening ceremony of the library. “I 
still think of libraries as medicine 
for the soul.”

To make the project happen, 
the university used $50.8 mil-
lion in state funds and $6 million 
in private funds from the library’s 
endowment. No student tuition 
money was used.

To help fund furnishings and 
other items not covered by the state, 
the Cabell Foundation, a philan-
thropic organization in Richmond, 
awarded a $1 million challenge 
grant to VCU Libraries. The li-
brary system will get the money if 
it raises $1 million in new gifts and 
pledges by June 30, 2017.

In his speech at the opening 
ceremony, Ulmschneider indicated 
that more funds would be divided 
up. Half would go into the library’s 
endowment, and half would go to 
building stations for nursing moth-
ers, providing accommodations for 

deaf people and creating an inter-
faith meditation area.

“VCU has created one of the 
country’s most outstanding academ-
ic libraries,” Ulmschneider said.

Robinson said the library’s bus-
iest study months are October and 
April. Last October, more than 
63,000 people visited Cabell in 
one week.

Cabell Library is located in the 
physical center of VCU’s Monroe 
Park Campus. Over the past de-
cade, use of the library has doubled 
to more than 2 million visitors a 
year. That is 500,000 more visits 
than the Library of Congress gets.

Cabell was already the busiest 
academic library in Virginia, but 
according to Ulmschneider, use of 
the facility has increased by 30 per-
cent since the new addition opened 
to students at the start of the aca-
demic year.

Robinson said that according 
to preliminary projections, the ex-
panded and improved Cabell Li-
brary may receive as many as 2.5 
million visitors in 2016.

“Most important thing of all is 
the students love it. It’s not me, it’s 
the students that matter, ” Ulm-
schneider said. “And they are fill-
ing this place like you uncorked a 
bottle in the water.”

VCU celebrates $50.8 million completion 
of renovated Cabell Library

Bill to defund Planned Parenthood fails after senate battle

BRANDON CELENTANO
Contributing Writer

Last month, the Virginia 
state legislature passed House 
Bill 1445, which will allow peo-
ple to consume and produce can-
nabis oil for medical purposes. 
HB 1445 passed both houses 
before being signed into law, 
with only Senator Bryce Reeves 
(R-Spotsylvania) and Delegate 
Mark Berg (R-Winchester) vot-
ing against. 

The bill was actually in danger 
of dying in a Senate committee, 
where it remained for around a 
week. However, one day away 
from the deadline for legislation 
to clear one chamber and cross 
to the other, the bill actually re-
ceived a critical vote in a speed-
ily ended meeting in the Senate 
Courts of Justice Committee.

WTVR reports that demo-

cratic Gov. Terry McAuliffe 
said, in the bill signing ceremo-
ny on Feb. 26, that the bill was a 
victory for science. 

“If the science shows that we 
can better individuals’ lives by 
the use of marijuana and the oils, 
then I am always open to that,” 
McAuliffe said.

The oil can be beneficial to 
treating epilepsy, according to 
Lawrence Morton, M.D, profes-
sor and chair of child neurology, 
and director of Neurophysiology 
Laboratories.

 “There are cannabinoid recep-
tors throughout the central ner-
vous system,” Morton said, add-
ing that cannabis oil and other 
chemicals found in marijuana 
may exert anticonvulsant proper-
ties which help treat epilepsy. 

According to the American 
Epilepsy Society website, three 
million of people with epilepsy 

are at risk for seizures. 
Morton is skeptical however, 

she said that there needs to be 
more research and testing on the 
cannabinoid dial CBD in Can-
nabis oil.

“Closer production does not 
necessarily benefit patients with-
out assurance of quality,” Mor-
ton said. “More fundamental 
however is that despite encour-
aging reports, we still need to 
acquire high-quality scientific 
data to ascertain how effective 
CBD may be in the treatment of 
epilepsy and other medical con-
ditions.”

Morton said that these stud-
ies would help doctors better 
understand the oil’s use in treat-
ment. Morton also indicated 
that while Cannabis oil remains 
illegal federally, it is difficult to 
study for medical purposes.

Medical marijuana oil legalized by state gov.

ADVERTISEMENT

what’s happening
program details, rates, and locations at recsports.vcu.edu 

/recsportsvcu/VCURecSports

vcurecsports.
tumblr.com/recsportsvcu

/vcu_recsports/VCURecSports

wp.vcu.edu/
recsports/

VCU RecSports
ios/android app 

AHA BLS for Healthcare 
Providers &FA AED 
[Mar 27, register by 3/25]

ARC FA/CPR/AED
Certification Course
[April 2, register by 3/30]
Recertification Course
[April 13, register by 4/8]

Day Climb 
[Mar 26,  register by 3/22]

Day Hike
[April 2, register by 3/29]

Sea Kayaking 
[April 2 – 3, register by 3/29]

U.S. Master’s Swimming 
[registration ongoing ]

Adult Swim Lessons  
 [April 4 – 29,  
register 3/21 – 4/1]

Adult Private & 
Buddy Swim Lessons 
[registration ongoing ]

The library was increased by 93,000 square feet and includes an expanded 3,400-square-foot 
Starbucks, double the amount of student seating and an innovative workshop in it’s basement.
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FADEL ALLASSAN
Print News Editor 

When the United States’ 
founding fathers convened to 
create the document that would 
serve as the crux of our republic 
for more than 200 years, many 
spoke in favor of fundamentals 
which would best ensure a well-
informed electorate. 

“Educate and inform the 
whole mass of the people,” said 
Thomas Jefferson. “They are the 
only sure reliance for the preser-
vation of our liberty.”

It was opinions like Jefferson’s 

which would contribute to the for-
mation of the United States’ public 
education system — the idea that 
a smart electorate would be better 
equipped to choose its leaders. 

If our governmental institu-
tions are truly for and by the 
people, then the political literacy 
of their respective electorates is a 
necessary element in keeping our 
representatives accountable.

This is why the news staff of 
The Commonwealth Times pri-
oritizes providing its readership 
with the quality political cover-
age that we believe gives voters 
a boost in confidence in knowl-
edgeably casting their vote.

This is the notion behind the 
CT’s coverage of the presidential 
and vice-presidential elections of 
the Monroe Park Campus Stu-
dent Government Association 
— we believe in the merit of the 
idea that all politics is local. The 
SGA makes decisions that affect 
all students on the MPC, and we 
feel it is our responsibility as a 
news organization to inform its 
constituency on matters regard-
ing its personnel.

VCU students and faculty 

have the unique benefit of living 
in the city which houses our state 
government. Because of our geo-
graphic proximity to the state’s 
political leadership, we felt it was 
important to shine a spotlight 
on the controversy between the 
Department of Environmental 
Quality, a state agency, and the 
Virginia Student Environmental 
Coalition, which in part consists 
of VCU students. 

The Virginia General As-
sembly is responsible for creating 
many of the state’s policies. In 
this issue of the CT, we highlight 
two pieces of legislation passed 
by the House of Delegates and 
Virginia Senate -- one of which 
Gov. Terry McAuliffe has ap-
proved and another which he 
said he will veto. 

Our staff is dedicated to in-
forming the VCU community. 
While we cannot ensure that all 
important political developments 
receive coverage, we selected 
seven articles which we find will 
increase the knowledge and ulti-
mately the efficacy of our readers.

I am just one of millions who depends on Planned 
Parenthood health centers across Virginia and around 
the country. Our state legislators should stand up 
for this incredible healthcare provider rather than 
attempting to defund it and leaving me and thousands 
of individuals across Virginia without the care we need.

— MORGAN

See Gareth Benthall’s comic on page 9
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SGA Judicial Committee 
withholds election results

—continued from page 1
“One of the things that Dr. Rao 

has done is put in training online 
to help staff understand of those 
issues. Right now it’s the only 
solution that’s been presented,” 
Clark said. “I think that as student 
government our job is to put that 
through checks and balances to 
make sure that these steps he sug-
gested are being implemented.”

DeMarco said the student 

government’s relationship with 
organizations around campus 
played a critical role in how suc-
cessful it would be at solving vari-
ous student concerns on campus.

“We should continue working 
with the partnerships that we al-
ready have and ICF, the intercul-
tural festival,” DeMarco said.

Telhan said if he were to be 
re-elected, he would look to 
strengthen the influence of vari-

ous student leaders on campus.
“We want to run SGA next 

year by empowering the student 
body. There’s a ton of student 
leaders on campus but I feel like 
we only interact with such a few 
amount of people, if elected we 
really want to empower leaders.”

Members of the SGA with ac-
cess to the unverified election re-
sults are prohibited from disclos-
ing information to the public.

Presidential candidate Suraj 
“Sunshine” Telhaj (right) and vice 
presidential candidate Tristan Led-
better (left)

Presidential candidate MaryBeth 
DeMarco (left) and vice presidential 
candidate Sarah Kilmon (right)

Presidential candidate Katie Clark 
(left) and vice presidential candi-
date Kedji Abazi (right)

The candidates:

THE EDITOR’S DESK

The pertinence of political literacy
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sports Stat of the Week 
Senior outfielder Jimmy Kerrigan in 
19 games has compiled a batting aver-
age of .394 and has driven in 14 runs

BRYANT DRAYTON
Sports Editor 

VCU men’s hoops took 
home a 75-67 win against 
Oregon State University 
in the first round of the 
NCAA tournament in 
Oklahoma City, denying 
the OSU Beavers a 
tournament win in their 
first appearance since 
1990.

This is VCU’s sixth consecutive 
year playing in the tournament, but 
the first time the team has walked 
away victorious in the first round 
since 2013.

“Our guys played tough; our 
guys were pretty good from the 
jump,” said head coach Will Wade, 
who is making his NCAA tourna-
ment debut his first year coaching 
the Rams. “They deserve the credit 
for the win.”

VCU got it going early offen-
sively after a poor shooting show-
out in the Atlantic 10 Champion-
ship loss to St. Joseph’s. The Rams 
shot 48.2 percent from the floor 
including 46 points coming from 
scoring in the paint.

Junior Point guard JeQuan 
Lewis was a magician on the court 
in his third-straight NCAA tour-
nament. The Dickson Tennessee 
native put on a show, leading all 
scorers with 21 points.

It wasn’t just scoring that high-
lighted Lewis’ performance, but 
his floor leadership that led VCU 
to victory. His speed and agil-
ity brought in eight rebounds and 
dished out seven assists, while only 
turning over the ball four times to 
claim a VCU victory.

“He is a heck of a player, light-
ning quick,” said OSU guard Gary 
Payton II. “He pushes the ball in 
transition, finds open players and 
he just made big shots late in the 
game.”

Payton II led his team with 19 
points on 9-17 shooting. It wasn’t 
until the 10-minute mark in the 
second half that he made his pres-
ence known on the court.

The Beavers rattled off 
10-straight points and gained the 
lead after Payton II executed a 
thunderous alley-oop and brought 
the score to 51-49 with 9:48 re-
maining. It was the last lead OSU 
would have in the contest.

Payton II’s father, Gary Payton 
Sr., was known for his scrappy de-
fense and trash talking ability dur-
ing his 19 year career in the NBA. 
Nicknamed “The Glove” Payton Sr. 
also attended Oregon State; unlike 

his father, Payton II can score the 
ball with the best of them.

“(Payton)’s a great player, but 
we’re all players at the end of the 
day.” Lewis said. “We just stuck 
to what we do. We weren’t really 
thinking about anything else.”

Initiated by Lewis pushing the 
pace in transition, senior Melvin 
Johnson cashed in on his only three 
of the afternoon — the biggest shot 
of the game.

That three gave VCU a 52-51 
advantage with 8:27 to play. The 
Rams, much due to the credit of ju-
nior Mo Alie-Cox’s play downlow, 
catalyzed another late game surge 
to take a commanding lead.

“It was huge. It was a confidence 
booster,” Johnson said. “When 
JeQuan pitched it, he yelled, shoot, 
so I had no choice but to.”

The Rams have yet to find their 
stroke from 3-point territory, 
shooting an abysmal 4-20 on the 
contest. Wade accredited the inside 
play as a means of making up for 
not shooting the ball well at this 
point.

“We’re one of those teams that 
may shoot 4 of 20 today and shoot 
14 of 20 on Sunday, that’s just the 
way we are out there,” Wade said. 
“So that’s a point of emphasis for us 
is being able to get that thing in-
side, whether it be off post feeds, 
the bounce, whatever.”

Wade said he trusted his guys 
not to call a timeout after the OSU 
run.

“We’ve got a good level of trust, 
good level of connectivity between 
our team and the coaching staff,” 
Wade said. “That helps you win in 
March.”

Alie-Cox feasted on a less-
aggressive OSU frontcourt. His 
physical presence was the key for 
the Rams in out-rebounding the 
Beavers 40-28.

It wasn’t the best of outings for 
senior Korey Billbury in his return 
home to Oklahoma. The Tulsa na-
tive finished the game with six 
points and two rebounds, but that 
didn’t stop his family from show-
ing their excitement throughout 
the game.

“Hopefully now he can settle in 
a little bit and be ready to go and 
put his best foot forward on Sun-
day,” Wade said.

ZACH JOACHIM
Contributing Writer

Baseball continued their hot 
start last week with wins at the 
Virginia Military Institute and the 
College of Charleston, but came 
up short in a home matchup with 
Monmouth University.

The Rams started off the week 
with a win in Lexington against 
VMI on Tuesday, March 17 by a 
final score of 11-7.

The Keydet’s Peyton Maddox 
blasted a grand-slam off of VCU 
starting pitcher Benjamin Dum 
in the bottom of the third, mak-
ing an early hole for the Rams to 
climb out of.

Dum finished with a no deci-
sion after four innings of solid 
work, aside from the runs he 
awarded to Maddox. 

Tanner Winters made his sea-

son debut for the Rams out of the 
bullpen, and was able to notch his 
first win of the year behind a late 
offensive explosion.

VCU got to the Keydets bull-
pen in the sixth inning and man-
aged to pull away as a result. 

In the top of the seventh in-
ning, Rams outfielder Jimmy Ker-
rigan rocketed a double into the 
gap to score fellow outfielder Lo-
gan Farrar. Cody Acker stepped to 
the plate with runners on second 
and third with two men down. 

Acker delivered with a single 
up the middle to score both run-
ners and give VCU it’s first lead of 
the ballgame.

The Keydet’s Matt Pitta tied 
the game in the bottom of the 
eighth with a home run over the 
left center field fence.

The Rams responded with au-
thority, as they pushed across five 
runs in the top of the ninth to 
put VMI away for good. Walker 

Haymaker delivered the knock-
out punch of the late rally, with a 
two-out, bases-loaded, two-RBI 
double.

VCU returned to the Diamond 
on Wednesday, March 16 to face 
the Blue Hawks of Monmouth. 
The Rams fell by a final of 12-4. 

Ram’s starter Matt Oxner was 
knocked out of the game dur-
ing a 6-run fourth inning by the 
Blue Hawks. He finished with 
six earned runs on five allowed 
in three and two-thirds innings 
pitched. 

Michael Dailey relieved Oxner 
on the mound was able to stop the 
bleeding. The freshman provided 
three and one third innings of 
scoreless work out of the pen while 
fanning two batters.

Kerrigan continued to stand 
out at the plate for VCU. The 
senior outfielder racked up his 
eighth multi-hit game of the year. 
Middle infielders Matt Davis and 

Cooper Mickelson had two base 
knocks apiece.

The Rams traveled to South 
Carolina to face the College of 
Charleston for a three-game series 
on the weekend of March 18 to 20.

VCU defeated Charleston in 
the series opener by a final of 2-1.

This one was a pitchers duel 
from start to finish. Sophomore 
Sean Thompson picked up his 
fourth win on the year with six 
innings of one-hit work. He leads 
both the Rams and Atlantic 10 
conference in wins.

Junior Sam Donko relieved 
Thompson and provided three in-
nings of shutout ball while strik-
ing out four Cougars to earn his 
sixth save of the season.

Kerrigan again led the Rams 
offense. He came up with the big 
hit of the day, a single in the top of 
the sixth that drove in teammate 
Darian Carpenter to give the rams 
a 2-1 advantage.

 VCU baseball pitches forward 
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The Rams improved to a 12-7 record in their defense of the Atlantic-10 conference title. 

VCU came out with another 
hotly contested win the following 
Saturday by a score of 4-3.

The Rams were down most of 
the way after Charleston put up 
two runs in the bottom of the sec-
ond off VCU starter Brooks Vial. 
Vial finished with a no decision 
and three runs allowed, but only 
gave up one earned run in five in-
nings of solid work.

Dailey was solid out of the pen 
again, and was able to pick up the 
first of his collegiate career in 2 
and two-thirds innings of shutout 
ball.

A three-run eighth-inning 
rally won the ballgame for the 
Rams. Farrar reached on a walk 
to lead the inning off. Carpenter 
followed him up with a single to 
set the stage for Kerrigan with 
one out and two men on.

Jimmy delivered when it mat-
tered most yet again. His double 
scraped the left-field foul line and 
drove in Fararr, but Carpenter 
was cut down at the plate trying 
to tie the game.

Cody Acker and Brody Cook 

followed up with back-to- back 
singles to complete the rally and 
give VCU it’s first lead of the day.

The Rams were unable to com-
plete a sweep of the Cougars, as 
they fell in the Sunday early game 
by a final score of 7-4.

Charleston put VCU away 
early with a 5-spot in the third 
inning off Rams starter Jonathan 
Ebersole, who took the loss.

The Rams made things inter-
esting with a three-run rally in 
the top of the fifth, but were never 
able to break through the Cougar 
pitching staff and gain an advan-
tage.

Fararr led VCU offensively on 
the day with two hits to go along 
with two runs-batted- in.

The Rams are now 12-7 on 
the young season. They will 
continue their 2016 campaign 
when they return to the 
Diamond on Tuesday, March 
22 to take on the Lancers 
of Longwood. First pitch is 
scheduled for 6:30.

Runs

Hits

Errors

Final

VCU VCU VCUVMI CofCMonmouth
Universityvs. vs. vs.

in three game series

11 7

12 6

0 2

11 7

4 12

9 11

0 3

4 12

2 / 4 / 4 1 / 3 / 7

8 / 11 / 7 2 / 7 / 12

1 / 1 / 1 3 / 2 / 0

2 / 4 / 4 1 / 3 / 7

GAME STATS

The March demons lifted:
VCU defeats Oregon State in 
NCAA first round

Senior guard Melvin Johnson scored 12 points and registered one assist in his final game for the Rams.

“Our guys played tough; our 
guys were pretty good from 
the jump. They deserve the 
credit for the win.” 
-Will Wade 
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It was huge. 
It was a 
confidence 
booster. When 

JeQuan pitched it, he 
yelled, shoot, so I had no 
choice but to.

— Melvin Johnson



www.commonwealthtimes.org 5Monday, March 21, 2016

key shots VCU needed to keep pace 
with OU.

Brooks has played with a chip 
on his shoulder all season. Under-
standing his role after sitting be-
hind seniors Korey Billbury and 
Johnson, the 3-point specialists 
wanted to get the guys going early 
with energy and aggressive play.

“We came back fighting, we 
had them on their heels the whole 
game,” Brooks said. “ Basically we 
were out there just trying to play for 
each other and play for our seniors.”

In his last performance wear-
ing a VCU uniform, Johnson did 
all he could to keep his team alive. 
The Bronx native tallied 23 points, 
knocking down five big 3-point-
ers that brought the game back to 
VCU.

“I mean, I think I had a pretty 
good career -- a roller coaster ride,” 
Johnson said. “But just coming into 
this year, I really blocked all dis-
tractions, really locked in.”

Johnson was adamantly posi-
tive about the play of junior guard 
JeQuan Lewis, saying it’s Lewis’ 
team now and he expects him to 
get the team back to the NCAA 
Tournament next year and to go 
even further.

“I just told JeQuan in the locker 
room, please keep working,” John-
son said. “He’s a big-time player, as 
you can see. Next year he’s going to 
be extremely dangerous when he 
has the green light.”

Lewis recorded his second con-
secutive 20-point outing in the Big 
Dance. The up-tempo guard regis-

tered 22 points on an efficient 9-15 
shooting. He also had nine assist to 
add to the eight he had in the win 
against Oregon State.

Lewis did it all for VCU in Sun-
day’s loss. Matched up with Jordan 
Woodward and Isaiah Cousins, 
two big guards for OU, Lewis held 
his own and was the catalyst be-
hind the 14-point comeback in the 
second half that found VCU with 
its first lead of the game with eight 
minutes to play.

“When we came out in the first 
half, we were a little slow and go-
ing with the motions,” Lewis said. 
“But in the second half, we didn’t 
come here to lose, so we had it in 
the front of our minds that we’re 
going to put up a fight.”

No doubt VCU put up a well-
fought match for what many con-
sidered an easy OU win. But the 
Sooners’ Hield was just a different 
breed.

 After recovering from just sev-
en first half points, Hield, a senior 
from the Bahamas, rattled off 29 
second half points to lead his team 
to a win.

“He’s just a phenomenal player, 
the best player I’ve seen in college 
basketball,” said VCU Head Coach 
Will Wade.

As soon as VCU found a way 
to get back into the contest, Buddy 
had a big-time three to silence the 
run and put a dagger in the hearts 
of the Ram fans that  came out in 
support of their team in Oklahoma 
City.

The Rams out-scored OU in 
the second half 50-41, but missed 

costly free throws at the end of the 
game, resulting in the narrow vic-
tory for OU.

“I think this is the best one be-
cause it means a lot, because it’s the 
NCAA Tournament, big stage, win 
or go home,” Hield said when asked 
where this game ranked for him. 
“And you don’t get these moments 
back every time.”

The Rams end the season 25-11 
and co-champions of the Atlan-
tic 10 division, in a year they were 
picked to finish fifth in the A-10. 
The season may have officially end-
ed, but the legacy of Johnson and 
the play of his fellow senior Bill-
bury will be a story for the ages.

“I just came here having faith 
hoping everything will work out,” 
Billbury said. “I got more than 
what I expected and I just can’t 
thank everyone enough for sup-
porting me. It’s been crazy, it’s been 
a real nice ride.”

Wade expressed his gratitude for 
the resilient play of his team this 
season, saying the comeback per-
formance today is indicative of the 
mindset the Rams have portrayed 
all year.

The game ended in a loss, but the 
team battled at the face of adversity. 
In front of a dominant OU crowd, 
VCU flexed its muscles, granting 
the 14,000 Sooners in attendance a 
moment to exhale when it was all 
said and done.

“We’ve been that way all year,” 
Wade said. “We’ve been resilient 
and we’ve always just battled, bat-
tled, battled.

ADVERTISEMENT

SOPHIA BELLETTI
Staff Writer

The VCU women’s basketball 
team fell to the University of Vir-
ginia 52-50 Thursday night after 
losing control of an 11 point lead 
late in the fourth quarter. This 
game was the seventh postseason 
play in program history.

VCU wrapped up the regular 
season 21-8 to earn the fifth seed 
in the Atlantic 10 Conference 
Championship under second-
year head coach Beth O’Boyle. 
The Rams defeated Richmond 
and St. Bonaventure in the first 
two rounds to advance to the 
conference semi-finals for the 
first time since the 2011 season 
as members of the CAA. 

“(The seniors) have been a 
pleasure to coach,” O’Boyle said. 
“To come out and win 23 games 
and earn an National Invitation 
Tournament homegame. It’s 
tough to end this way but I’m re-
ally proud of our team’s effort.”

The Rams finished the season 
ranking first in the A-10 in scor-
ing defense (55.2), rebounding 
defense (32.4), steals (8.5), turn-
over margin (+3.75), turnovers 
forced (17.31) and free throw 
attempts. The Rams have the 
27th best scoring defense in the 
nation. They are also among the 
top-50 teams in turnover and re-

bound margin.
VCU’s speed and athleticism 

gave them the lead early against 
the Hoos. VCU outrebounded 
UVA 40-28. Redshirt-senior 
forward Jessica Ogunnorin led 
the team in rebounding with 11. 
Sophomore forward Curteeona 
Brelove and senior guard Adaeze 
Alaeze recorded five each.

VCU used their speed to turn 
the contest into a track meet, re-
cording 16 points off fast breaks.

“They’re probably the fastest 
team we’ve played this year,” said 
UVa. head coach Joanne Boyle. 
“They’re physical, they’re quick 
off their feet. They’re just a tough 
opponent.” 

Both teams struggled to con-
vert points. VCU shot 20-57 
while UVa. shot 17-46 from the 
field.

To rub more salt on the 
wound, VCU converted 20 turn-
overs that UVa. scored 19 points 
off and UVa. converted 19 which 
VCU scored 15 points off.

For most of the game it seemed 
like VCU had the win in the bag, 
outscoring UVa. the first three 
quarters and keeping the Cavs 
within comfortable distance.

Then a dry spell hit.
In the last six minutes VCU 

couldn’t connect the ball with the 
basket until the final minute in 
regulation.

UVa. used this time to score 
nine unanswered points, coming 
from 48-39.

With 39 seconds to play, UVa. 
senior Faith Randolph made a 
jump shot to tie the game 50-50.

A turnover by VCU led to a 
drive down the lane by Randolph 
who was fouled and banked in 
two shots from the charity stripe 
with three seconds to play.

Randolph went into the match 
averaging 12.7 points per game. 
She recorded 21 against the 
Rams. 

Ogunnorin just missed a 
double-double with nine points 
and eleven rebounds. The Ath-
ens, Greece native was the team’s 
top rebounder during the regular 
season. 

Redshirt junior Galaisha 
Goodhope was the leading scorer 
for VCU, putting up 12 points 
in 19 minutes off the bench. The 
guard added two rebounds, two 
assists and a steal.

Alaeze added 10 points to the 
board and two assists in her final 
game as a VCU Ram.

“Adaeze has been the face of 
our program since I have been 
here,” O’Boyle said. “She wins 
every sprint, she’s in the gym 
working hard, she brings emo-
tion, she leads us. She is a terrific 
player on the court but even a 
better person off the court.” 

Junior Keira Robinson 
scored six points and grabbed 
five boards. Robinson, who was 
among the top 10 in the A-10 in 
assists as well as steals this sea-
son, came away with a team-high 
six assists and four steals.

This was the first postseason 
appearance for VCU since reach-
ing the Women’s National Invita-
tion Tournament in 2014. It was 
the first trip to the tournament 
under coach O’Boyle and the sec-
ond of her career. The Rams are 
now 5-7 all-time in WNIT play. 

“I thought the team came 
out and played really hard. We 
can defend and dictate pace and 
I thought for 40 minutes we did 
that,” O’Boyle said. “Unfortu-
nately, in the fourth quarter we 
went through a stretch where 
they were sitting in their zone 
and struggled to get the shots we 
wanted.”

Luck of the Irish couldn’t save 
O’Boyle and the Rams from the Hoos
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Oklahoma edges a 4-point NCAA victory before 14,000 fans

Head Coach Will Wade could not guide his team to 
victory against the Sooners.

— continued from page 1

I thought the 
team came 
out and played 
really hard. We 

can defend and dictate 
pace and I thought for 
40 minutes we did that.

— SUSANN COKAL
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spectrum in 1963, the infamous Alcatraz 
Prison in the San Francisco Bay 
closes its doors.

On this day...

SOPHIA BELLETTI
Staff Writer

How can fictional novel about 
a scientist’s creation of life in a 
laboratory reveal anything about 
science nearly two centuries after 
it was published?

The answer can be found in 
“Frankenstein: Penetrating the 
Secrets of Nature” on display in 
Tompkins-McCaw Library until 
April 23, where medical discov-
eries during the lifetime of the 
book’s author Mary Shelley, along 
with other materials, are displayed 
to show the book’s impact.

“We’re trying to get students to 
think and engage in their creative 
side and see the bigger picture of 
how these works like Frankenstein 
are cross departmental and there 
are so many aspects for people 
to discover,” said Emily Hurst, 
head of research and education at 
Tompkins-McCaw.

Located in Bethesda, Md., 
The National Library of Medicine 
is the world’s largest biomedi-
cal library, and it maintains and 
displays a print and electronic 
resources on a wide range of topics 
accessed by millions of people 
around the globe. The library also 
supports and conducts research, 
development and training in 
biomedical informatics and health 
information technology. 

“Frankenstein: Penetrating the 
Secrets of Nature” is part of the 
library’s traveling exhibit program. 
These exhibits are free of charge 
to public, university and medi-
cal libraries, as well as cultural 
centers across the country. Online 
exhibitions are also available and 
have increased by multidisciplinary 
educational and career resources 
for educators and students in K-12, 
and in colleges and universities. 

Tompkins-McCaw Library 
has formed a relationship with 

the National Library of Medicine 
from hosting so many past exhib-
its, so they contacted Tompkins-
McCaw and asked if they wanted 
to be the first library to showcase 
the exhibit.

“We have a very good relation-
ship with the National Library of 
Medicine and we love to put their 
exhibits up when we can get a hold 
of them,” Hurst said.

The exhibit touches on several 
topics regarding anatomy and 
literature. The original images on 
the banners are available through 

the National Library of Medicine 
in their collections in Bethesda.

“It can relate to many different 
aspects of individuals at VCU,” 
Hurst said. “Those in literature 
may be interested in learning more 
about the history of the novel and, 
of course, Mary Shelley.”

Although the exhibit has only 
only been open for a week, Hurst 
said students and visitors have 
been really excited about it. The 
exhibit has sparked an interest 
in “Frankenstein” and biomedi-
cal sciences alike, so Hurst and 
library staff have stationed associ-
ated books by the exhibit.

“I really like the aspects that 
relate to the interdepartmental,” 
Hurst said. “200 years ago, who 
would have thought the top-
ics and the aspects in it relate to 
what’s going on today in science 
and engineering. We talk about 
Frankenstein monster and we’re 
making all kinds of advances in 
science and technology that could 
be the next thing.”

Medical students learn from monsters

Sam’s Take
“10 CLOVERFIELD LANE”

SAMUEL GOODRICH
Contributing Writer

“10 Cloverfield Lane” has been 
described as a distant relative of the 
2008 film “Cloverfield,” but the details 
have been a deeply kept secret by 
everyone involved. Thankfully, the film 
does not rely on it’s predecessor to be 
an intelligently crafted thriller.

The movie follows Michelle, a 
young woman who wakes up in a 
doomsday shelter after a car crash. She 
is told by Howard, the owner of said 
shelter, that the world outside has been 
lost to an airborne disease and that he 
saved her life. With understandable 
doubt, Michelle teams up with a fellow 
survivor, Emmett, to discover if Howard 
is telling the truth.

The film excels at creating mystery, 
ingeniously pacing the film to provide 
an equal amount of satisfying answers. 
It’s constantly laying a trail of questions 
and answers, one that will take hold 
of your attention and won’t let go until 
the credits roll. Yet it also finds time to 
develop interesting characters and a 
creeping sense of claustrophobia.

The always great John Goodman 
delivers an especially sinister perfor-
mance as Howard. His character is 
unpredictable and off-putting (to say 
the least) which only adds to the ten-
sion. There’s rarely a moment of rest, 
especially in the first two-thirds before 
the plot twists are truly is revealed.

Sadly, the film fumbles in the third 
act and starts to go off the rails. The 
events are somewhat farfetched, but 
it’s not enough to ruin the experience of 
the previous hour and a half

For fans of “Cloverfield,” this may 
be a disappointment as the connections 
to the first film are minimal. For those 
who love character-focused “Hitchcock-
ian” thrillers, “10 Cloverfield Lane” will 
be a smart, engaging and entertaining 
ride.

For those who like David Fincher, 
The Twilight Zone and falling off 

the edge of their seat.

MUKTARU JALLOH
Staff Writer

 In an attempt to find a 
crossroads between athletics and 
STEM education, the VCU Cen-
ter for Sports Leadership program 
is hosting its first ever RVA Stem 
in Sports event this Friday. 

The event, which is also 
sponsored by the MathScience 
Innovation Center, the Science 
Museum of Virginia and others, 
will take place at the Siegel Cen-
ter from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. and 
host 400 students from Rich-
mond City and Henrico County 
Public Schools.

With various stations set at 
the Basketball Development 
Center, adjacent to the Siegel 
Center arena, partners will be 
showing how to connect STEM 
to various facets of sports.

While many students love 
sports, there’s still efforts be-
ing made to increase interest in 
STEM education. While blame 
for this deficiency is attributed 
to many things, it remains that 
students learn better by applying 
information and what they learn 
to real world concepts. 

The program tries to make 
that happen through athletics, 
which attracts a wide range of 
students, simultaneously generat-
ing opportunities for many fields 
of study.

“Instead of being in class get-
ting a boring lesson, we want to 
get them engaged and to think 
science is cool,” said Chaz Cole-
man, a VCU graduate student in 
the program. “You can still be 
involved in sports through engi-
neering, design, anything science 
related, not just by playing.”

A Richmond native who 
played football at St. Vincent 
College, Coleman is hopeful that 
the event opens the eyes of many 

students attending.
Often times, he said students 

feel as though that the only 
gateway to sports is by actually 
playing. These students fail to see 
the other ways they can influence 
sports without actually having to 
play. Whether it is in business, 
administration, engineering or 
technology realm, there are a 
slew of opportunities for people 
in sports outside of playing. 

Thus, the one-day event looks 
to make students realize this by 
showcasing various stations that 
document how sport technologies 
relate and originate from what 
they learn in class – specifically 
STEM related subject matters.

With all of the students being 
seventh graders of urban back-
grounds, the organizers believe 
they have a chance to make 
serious improvements in the poor 
education system today. Many 
students of low socioeconomic 
and minority backgrounds aren’t 
being given the proper access and 
opportunity necessary for a solid 
education, caused a huge discon-
nect within student populations.

“As far as STEM purposes, 
I think we’re definitely lacking 
in that department,” Coleman 
said. “Other countries are way 
ahead of us. Kids, by the time 
they reach high school, just aren’t 
interested in science anymore.”

He said the event also looks 
to reverse the stereotype of the 
“dumb jock,” where students 
aren’t capable of being involved 
in both athletics and academics.

“The stereotype that athletes 
aren’t smart leads many to just 
aim for scholarship offers rather 
than focusing on their academ-
ics,” Coleman said. “They’re 
pushed through just because 
they’re good at a sport, but pro-
fessional sport careers aren’t long 
and there’s a serious need for a 

backup plan.” 
In an effort to also show the 

behind the scene aspects of many 
of the sports that students love 
and the technology involved, 
the event will features student 
athletes along with staff members 
that hold strength and condi-
tioning and coaching capaci-
ties. With 10-minute intervals, 
each student group will rotate 
to each station and get a chance 
to connect STEM to various 
sports such as basketball, soccer, 
baseball, racing and tennis.

Coleman will be showcasing 
the Adidas miCoach ball, which 
provides instant feedback to 
soccer players by gauging several 
metrics of each kick, such as the 
speed of the ball, strength of 
their kick, the tracking of rota-
tions and flight paths.

After the event, students will 
be given gift bags that will have 
magazines, treats and network-
ing information. If a particular 
student would like to follow up 
on a station that they found par-
ticularly interesting, the program 
coordinators will bridge the stu-
dent to whomever administered 
the station.

“The overall goal is to increase 
awareness and interest in STEM. 
There’s 400 students coming. If 
half of the students get some-
thing out of it, then we’ll be 
more than fine with that. It’s a 
great way for the students to get 
out of the classroom, go on a 
field trip to VCU and experience 
the event.”

“It’s all about the students and 
making it fun and interactive for 
them. Who knows, if the science 
museum picks it up as an exhibit, 
we’d feel honored that we started 
it as students. Hopefully, it grows 
and reaches a bigger population.”

“RVA Stem in Sports” premieres Friday

Banners for “Frankenstein: Penetration the Science of Nature” 
in the Tompkins-McCaw Library on the MCV campus.
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and VCU basketball in general.
“We love being ambassadors for the 

school,” Kopacsi said. “The time we 
get on the ‘Today Show’ alone is worth 
multi-millions of dollars in advertising. 
We are very lucky to be able to do it.” 

This was the Peppa’s fourth year 
performing in Brooklyn, and it’s a 
tradition loved by many band members. 
Steven Pagach, a junior trumpet player, 
described the experience as “something 
incredible.”

“You never really think that you 
would ever be doing something like that,” 
said Pagach. “But when you actually are 
a part of it, it’s just mind blowing and 
awesome.”

Fellow trumpet player Kayen Wilborn 
is also a fan of the trip, pointing out the 
many Ram fans that travel New York 
City for the game.

“There are more VCU fans than I 

thought, and they seem to be growing 
each year,” Wilburn said.”

The band also uses the trip to sight-see 
and play for other venues around the city. 
In years past, they’ve been able to play 
at the Tribeca Hotel and the New York 
Library.

Pagach felt that this experience 
“definitely brought us (The Peppas) closer 
together.”

“When you have unique experiences 
like this it really brings individuals to-
gether and helps you realize that you are 
a part of something great.” Pagach said.

The Rams on the court appreciate 
the sentiment, as they were able to win 
their first two games of the tournament 
against Massachusetts and Davidson. 
Even with the loss in the final game of 
the A10 tournament, the band ac-
companied the team to Oklahoma for 
the NCAA tournament to provide that 
Peppa flair.

The Peppas
take the road

Students in the Peppas perform in the Barclays Center in New York City during the Ram’s game against Davidson two weeks ago.
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200 years ago, who 
would have thought the 
topics and the aspects in 
it relate to what’s going 
on today in science and 
engineering.
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ADRIEL VELAZQUEZ
Contributing Writer

Most plays have a script for the 
actors to follow and most improv 
shows are filled with games in 
which the actors have total control 
over what happens, with no script 
to guide them. This Friday, VCU 
graduate student Townsend Hart 
and the Coalition Theatre will mix 
these two forms of theater together. 

On Friday, March 25, the Co-
alition Theater and Townsend Hart 
will present “Strange Bedfellows”. 
“Bedfellows” is a show that will be 
half scripted and half improvised, 
with the actors performing scenes 
by playwrights from Shakespeare 
to Neil Simon with half of the 
dialog taken out. 

The show consists of multiple 
twenty minute sets a night with 
different actors and different im-
provisers each night.

“It is a challenge for both the 
actors and the improvisers, but once 
they get on stage they are present, 
connect, look each other in the eye, 
the fear is gone,” said Hart.

Winner of Style Weekly’s 2014 
Best of Richmond Reader Sur-
vey, the Coalition Theatre hosts 
comedy shows every week and also 
offers classes on stand-up comedy 
and improv comedy. Townsend 
Hart herself teaches the 8 week 

long “Improv 101: Intro to Im-
prov” class. 

“Strange Bedfellows” debuted 
March 11 and will run every Friday 
for the next six weeks. The shows 
will rotate through an all-star cast 
of RVA actors and improvisers. 
Some of the performers include 
VCU students and professors.

The cast includes Josh Blubaugh, 
Ed Edge, Patrick Gantz, Aaron 
Grant, Shawn Hambright, John 
Hilowitz, Katie Holcomb, Erica 
Hughes, Deanna Lavery, Grace 
Manno, Joe McAlhany, Summer 
McCarley, Rebecca Frost Meyers, 
Casey Neeley, Jonathan Nelson, 
Matt Newman, Nicole Patterson, 
David Pijor, Jesse Schmale, Kath-
ryn Schmidt, Lauren Serpa, Adam 
Stackhouse, Andrew Wynn, Jim 
Zarling, and more.

The show is set up so that 
half of the dialog is scripted and 
the other half is improvised. To 
accomplish that, half of the cast 
are actors and the other half are 
improvisers. The actors have scripts 
with dialog and the improvisers 
simply react to the actors for what 
will be a very interesting, and very 
funny, theater performance. 

“They won’t be giving you the 
Romeo and Juliet you’ve seen 
before. Instead, they’re going to use 
Romeo’s lines as a vehicle for an 
entirely new play. Each scene has 

had moments of true tenderness 
as well as hysterical comedy. It’s 
transcendent,” said Hart. 

Directing the show required 
Hart to prepare with actors who 
had no idea who they would be 
paired with until the show began. 
Often times, neither the improvis-
ers or actors had ever met before. 

“I think the unpredictable na-
ture of it brings a heightened level 
to the scenes that’s really cool to 
see unfold,” said Hart.

Hart says improvisers and actors 
need to be prepared very differently.

“For example, I couldn’t tell an 
improviser, ‘Stick to your objec-
tive but be open to having hon-
est discoveries in regards to your 
tactics.’ Just as I couldn’t tell an 
actor, “Take care of yourself with 
both a scenic and a personal game.’ 
Each world is deeply rooted in their 
own language and I feel lucky to be 
bi-lingual,” said Hart. 

The show’s format is inspired by 
Upright Citizen’s Brigade’s show 
“Gravid Water.” For that show, 
they pair a famous actor with an 
improviser for a full length play. 
Hart wanted to do something more 
accessible at a faster pace that would 
appeal to a comedic audience. 

Tickets for the performance are 
ten dollars and can be purchased on-
line at the Coalition Theater website. 

Actors on spot in student show

JESSE ADCOCK
Contributing Writer

House shows transform liv-
ing rooms into stages, clearing out 
furniture to make space for dozens 
of people to enjoy an informal show 
from local and touring artists. 

“A house show is usually run by 
musicians, friends getting together 
reaching out into the commu-
nity usually by locals,” said Forrest 
Hesson, artist and organizer in the 
Richmond house show scene. 

Artists are given a chance to 
experiment at house shows, Hes-
son said. With no stage dividing 
the performers from the audience, 
an artist can get an idea for how 
people feel about their music in an 
intimate environment. Artists are 
given a chance to mature and to 
take their art from the conceptual 
stage to performance.

“We’re more motivated to keep 
creating by taking our art public,” 
said Callie Addison, a guitarist in 
local band the Smirks. 

Alexa Taveras, lead vocalist and 
bassist for the Smirks, said house 
shows give new artists like them a 
chance to grow through informal 
contacts. For that reason, arrange-
ments often fall through. 

She said a house show is a low-
stress environment, because most 
people are “drunk and welcoming.”

“It’s kind of like this perfect situ-
ation. You can be whatever you want 
to be, with a bunch of other people,” 
said Kyle Rudd, an avid house 
shower attendee and performer. 

At a house show it’s usually 
assumed that everyone is welcome, 
he said. 

“The best way to describe it is 
sweaty. Plus, various beers and 
boxed wine. And the music might 
be hit or miss. It can still be a 
fun time if you allow it to be,” 
said Aaron Brown, who performs 
under the name Alfred.

Brown said there’s always audi-
ence members who will return the 
energy he puts into a show. He said 
the audience is usually split into 
those who are there to socialize and 
those there for the music. 

“From Lombardy to Cary to The 
Fan to the front of Jackson Ward. 
People come in off the street sharing 
body heat,” said Robalu Gibsun, 
member of the Richmond hip-hop 
collective IamI. 

House shows are advertised 
via Instagram, word of mouth 
and people wandering in off the 
street, Gibsun said. Many of the 
regular house show hosts work 
together and share euipment for 
each performance.

“If stuff gets broken, it’s on you. 
It’s hard to get that money back,” 
Hesson said. 

Having lent his equipment to 
past hosts, Hesson laments that most 
show-goers are belligerently drunk 
or on mind-altering substances, all 
while surrounded by thousands of 
dollars of equipment. 

Needless to say, something is 
bound to get broken.  

Eduardo Colmenares, who 
performs under the name Scum-

lord, says throwing a show is 
chaotic and stressful, but reward-
ing. Some artists don’t want to go 
first, some don’t want to go last. 
Performances also often get cut 
off when the police come re-
sponding to noise complaints. 

Organizers struggle not to step 
on anyone’s toes. At the same time, 
that much traffic through a house 
and theft is always a concern for the 
owner, he Colmenares said. 

As an artist in the house show 
scene, performer Swan Lingo warns 
that by just playing house shows 
artists can wear their names out and 
stop their own growth. The same 
acts performing for the same people 
in the familiar locations can wash 
artists out, and turn house shows 
into house parties. It becomes less 
about the music, he said. 

“It’s hard to stay in Richmond as 
a musician. I mean the people are 
good, but it’s hard to sell your merch. 
So people go touring,” Lingo said.

Touring acts keep the DIY 
scene fresh, Hesson said. He cites 
singer-songwriter Lucy Dacus as 
a prime example. Dacus started 
playing house shows in Richmond 
and just launched a nationwide 
tour. House shows offer artists a 
step up, to get their name out there 
and experience performing.  

“House shows are very real, 
very raw. If you go to a frat it’s the 
most fake experience. You go to a 
house show, its real. It’s an experi-
ence,” said Wes Smithers, member 
of the band Keep.

Concerts made cozy at house shows
Brian Walker, from the Philidelphia band A Day Without Love, performs in Richmond.

“Strange Bedfellows” incorporates improv into the act by neglecting to give any script to half 
of the cast. Director Townsend Hart is a graduate student in TheatreVCU.
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SRITEJA YEDHARA
Contributing Columnist

We are at a point in this coun-
try’s social and political progres-
sion at which it is inarguable to say 
that the media solely perpetuates 
racism — racism is preserved in 
many ways. This narrative is not 
only saddening, but alarming; or it 
should be at least.

Pacific Standard has reported 
that the infiltration of a racist 
mindset in today’s society can be 
explained on the basis of pro-
longed exposure. The more and 
more we see an idea or concept, 
the more easily we accept, recog-
nize and even seek it out. This ap-
plies especially and increasingly in 
the association of blackness with 
violent crime. Pacific Standard 
also presents that, in New York 
City, 75 percent of news reports 
on violent crime indicate a black 
perpetrator, while only 51 percent 
of violent crimes in that city result 
in the arrest of a black person. 

MediaMatters.org reports that 
the most influential and outspoken 
right-wing media representatives 
like Rush Limbaugh and Fox News 
contribute to the daily creation of 
a more hateful world by constantly 
presenting violent crimes through 

a purely racial lens. This is occur-
ring at an increasing rate due to the 
number of cases surrounding police 
brutality within the last two years. 

When reporting cases involv-
ing a black perpetrator and white 
victim, right-wing news media 
often asks if there was a racial mo-
tivation to such crimes. However, 
when asked about the probability 
of a racial aspect to cases involv-
ing a white police officer and black 
unarmed victim,  right-wingers 
immediately defer to the concept of 
black-on-black crime. Their defense 
is not an answer to the question, 
but rather, a quick ploy as to why 
“black-on-black” crime is not re-
ceiving the same sort of attention as 
cases involving white police officers. 

Let’s just clear this up for any-
one who believes black-on-black 
crime is an actual concept. For as 
long as there is no such vernacular 
as white-on-white crime, there 
should be no such thing as black-
on-black crime. The existence of 
the term “black-on-black crime”, 
without an equivalent term for any 
other race, shows the purely racial 
understanding of this sort of crime 
— that which is occurring within 
the black community. 

In today’s America, there is 
a certain innate segregation that 

exists. Many areas are populated 
by many more whites than blacks, 
and vice versa. This segregation 
leads to significantly more intrara-
cial crime than interracial crime. 
Yes, 93 percent of blacks who are 
killed are killed by other blacks, 
but this applies to whites as well; 
84 percent of whites who are killed 
are killed by other whites. Trying 
to say “black-on-black” crime is 
anything more than “crime,” is 
nothing less than bigotry. 

However, this is not where 
we need to begin looking 
at this issue. It is not only 
the media that perpetuates 
racism. Every time we, as 
consumers, accept a purely 
black television channel, a 
purely black awards show, 
or a purely black organiza-
tion of any kind, we our-
selves are perpetuating 

that relative 

“difference” among races. 
The intention of organizations 

such as the NAACP is to cre-
ate inclusiveness and acceptance. 
However, by doing this, they inher-
ently aid in this creation of separa-
tion and difference. At the same 
time, it is not adequate to “not see 
color.” We must see color. We must 

understand the 
implications 

of a certain 
culture as-

sociated with race, but we must not 
associate crime, violence, or hate 
with any race. 

Yet this is what the media does. 
A prime example of this associa-
tion of color with violence can be 
seen in the results of the “Doll 
Test” study. The study, which was 
conducted originally in the 1940’s 
by two psychologists, Kenneth and 
Mamie Clark, has been reconduct-
ed many times since. The results, 
have not changed: when asked 
which doll was “prettier,” white and 
black toddlers alike chose the white 
doll over the black one. When 
asked which doll was “mean”, they 

all chose the black doll.
These children do not see laws 

of anti-discrimination, they do not 
see wealth disparities, or education 
differences. They see color; and this 
is what our society, through varios 
forms of media, has taught them 
about what that color means. Our 
children must never look at their 
skin and think there is a limit to 
their future because of its color. 
They must never associate fear or 
harm to a race. For as long as the 
media portrays the black man as 
the perpetual creator of violence, 
and the white man as the ever-
targeted victim, this mindset will 

persist. It is our duty and our 
right to refuse to let this ig-

norance and self-defeat 
live to see another 

generation. 

opinion — Hiba Ahmad

Black Muslims should not feel like they are unwelcome or less 
valued in any community they wish to be apart of, especially 
those they identify with. Islam as a religion“ “

Quote of the week

Black Muslims face challenges in and out of community “Beef Bans” 
promote 
religious 
intolerance

Race in news: conservative egalitarianism 

—continued from page 1

 In late 2015, several of the 
United Nations’ most prominent 
environmental and governmental 
leaders got together for the 21st 

United Nations Conference of the 
Parties on Climate Change, also 
known as COP21. The focus of the 
event was to address the prob-
lem of climate change through 
research, studies, and discussion. 
Its primary goal was to find solu-
tions that will keep global warm-
ing under an increase of 2 degrees 
Celsius (3.6 degrees Fahrenheit).

 When it comes to speaking 
about global warming and how 
best to tackle it, it makes sense 
to examine the prime offenders. 
From there, progress can be made 
to lessen negative outcomes. 
While COP21 put plans in place to 
address some of the major threats 
to our environment, it failed on at 
least one important front.

 On the plus side, the conference 
addressed the issue of carbon 
dioxide (CO2) as well as five other 
greenhouse gases. The primary 
greenhouse gas produced by 
human activities, CO2 emissions 

from the combustion of fossil fuels 
cause destruction to the ozone 
layer and play a major role in 
trapping heat in our atmosphere. 
Although it’s been the subject of 
considerable criticism, we can take 
encouragement from the fact that 
the 195 participating countries 
made promises to limit future CO2 
emissions. Logical steps for this 
include curbing reliance on fossil 
fuels by creating stricter regula-
tions and investing in research on 
renewable energy sources.

 With regard to addressing the 
next most prominent greenhouse 
gas, however, COP21 missed the 
mark. Methane (CH4) is also a 
major contributor to environmental 
damage. After fossil fuel produc-
tion, animal agriculture is the sec-
ond largest emitter of methane gas. 
Livestock animals such as cows, 
sheep, and goats have digestive 
systems that undergo enteric fer-
mentation and the result this pro-
cess is the release of large amounts 
of methane gas and a significant 
contribution to climate change.

 As in the case of CO2, one would 

expect to see COP21 address the 
sources of the problem. Although 
the resulting agreement from the 
conference does include a goal to 
reduce methane emissions, the 
connection between animal agri-
business, methane, and climate 
change was mentioned only a sin-
gle time at the conference. The lack 
of discussion about the impact of 
animal agriculture on our environ-
ment is worrisome. If the world’s 
leaders and climate experts won’t 
speak to this problem, who will?

 In the European Union, approxi-
mately 8.3 billion animals are con-
sumed each year as food; in the 
United States, that number reach-
es 10 billion animals. This is a star-
tling comparison to the 320 million 
people in our country. Greenhouse 
gases aside, producing meat de-
mands immense amounts of our 
other valuable resources. Free-
range cattle individually consume 
at least 265 pounds of forage and 
require 317,000 gallons of water 
throughout their lives. This doesn’t 
even take into account the fossil 
fuels needed to run the factory 

farms and machinery to process 
the animals; large amounts of land 
and forests cleared for growing 
feed; or the vehicle emissions from 
the transport of these billions of 
animals to the millions of people 
all across the United States.

 Thankfully, steps can be taken 
to help improve this! Last year, 400 
million fewer animals were killed 
for food. With increasing educa-
tion surrounding the environmen-
tal impact of our consumption, the 
health benefits of a vegetarian or a 
reduced-meat diet, and the abil-
ity to contribute to less suffering 
for so many animals, there’s no 
surprise why. Although the topic 
of animal agriculture might not 
have been adequately discussed 
in Paris, we as citizens can make 
the choice to raise awareness 
and bring positive environmen-
tal change with how we choose 
what’s on our plates every day.

 —Caroline Butler

Paris climate conference failed to address the problem of animal agriculture
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HIBA AHMAD
Contributing Columnist 

The discovery of three dead 
black boys in Fort Wayne, Indi-
ana made headlines on Feb. 28. 
Although this didn’t catch airtime 
on mainstream news, it did spark 
a long overdue conversation within 
the African American and Muslim 
communities alike. 

After it was discovered that the 
three boys belonged to the tradi-
tional Muslim Sahel region in East 
Africa, Black Muslims sparked a 
conversation about the racial chal-
lenges they face in everyday society 
and in Islamic culture. 

It is true that Black Muslims 
are often dismissed within Islamic 
communities, which are often 
dominated by Arabs and South 
Asians. Despite the massive 
concentration of Muslims that live 
in northern parts of Africa like 
Ethiopia, Somalia and Algeria, 
with over 50 percent of Muslims 
populating the region, they are 
still assumed to be lesser in the 
overall Islamic community. 

African Americans make up 
over a quarter of the American 
Muslim population according to 

a Pew Research poll from May 
2015. One of two Muslim repre-
sentatives in the U.S. Congress is a 
Black American Muslim. 

It’s needless to say that Black 
Muslims play a vital role in the pro-
gression of the Islamic culture. It’s 
unfortunate that the death of three 
young black boys, whether they 
identified themselves as Muslim or 
not, was the reason the negligence 
of this specific community was 
brought to light.  

Black Muslims should not feel 
like they are unwelcome or less 
valued in any community they wish 
to be apart of, especially those they 
identify with. Islam as a religion 
and America as a nation should 
both be inclusive in their nature. 

As strides are being made within 
America to end the present insti-
tutional racism that blacks witness 
today, Muslims must eradicate the 
present hierarchy of races within Is-
lam. This is done by truly practicing 
what their religion preaches—com-
munity engagement. 

The idea of the Ummah, or 
community, is seen as one of the 
greatest values within Islam. When 
Muslims travel to Mecca, the holy 
site of pilgrimage located in Saudi 
Arabia, and visit the Kabah—house 
of God—they are asked to wear 
the same clothes as one another. 
Men wear plain white garbs while 
women wear black. This is a way 
to promote equality despite race, 
economic means or societal status. 
If equality exists in the most 
important place to the Muslim 
community then how can it not be 
applied on a day-to-day basis to the 
local communities? 

America and Islam both pride 
themselves in their vastness, and 
credit their strength to the present 
diversity in their populations. Be-
ing Black or being Muslim should 
not hold any individual back from 
reaching their full potential. 

either played an active role in 
the violence or failed to ad-
dress it until it was too late.

Such a violent history indi-
cates that another outburst of 
widespread violence is in the 
works. Not only does Prime 
Minister Modi need to recog-
nize that communal tensions 
have increased since his elec-
tion, but also that his govern-
ment must do more to fight 
religious intolerance in Indian 
society. Militant groups like 
the Shiv Sena, Abhinav 
Bharat and the RSS cannot 
be given the opportunity to 
dictate political discourse and 
government policies. 

Additional steps must 
also be taken by the govern-
ments of countries like the 
United States. As India seeks 
to improve international 
relations and trade ties, the 
Obama administration must 
place pressure on the Indian 
government to strengthen its 
commitment to secularism and 
ensure the safety of religious 
minorities. Although India’s 
economic potential excites 
many developed countries, 
human rights concerns must 
be addressed before any trade 
deals or treaties are signed. 

It is absolutely necessary 
that we recognize the strong 
connection between social-
ism and these deadly alterca-
tions. India and the rest of 
the world must recognize and 
appreciate the tremendous 
ethnic and religious diversity 
of the country. Such a step 
will promote the idea that mi-
nority communities are valued 
members of Indian society 
and free to practice their 
own beliefs and customs. As 
Gandhi himself said, “India 
belongs to all who live there.”

Letter to the editor

Muslims must eradicate 
the present hierarchy of 
races within Islam. This 
is done by truly practicing 
what their religion 
preaches—community 
engagement.

— HIBA AHMAD
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