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SARAH KING
Executive Editor

Students, faculty and staff 
overflowed Richmond Salons 3 
and 4 in the Student Commons 
on Wednesday, during the presi-
dent’s hour-long diversity forum.

President Michael Rao and a 
group of collective black students, 
Black VCU Speaks, opened the 
discussion by sharing remarks.

“It’s clear that diversity at VCU 
does not include Blackness,” said 
junior Angelique Scott in her 
opening remarks, to which much 
of the packed room responded 
with snaps and applause.

Rao announced the forum last 
Wednesday in light of students’ 
demonstrating in the Compass in 
solidarity with their peers at the 
University of Missouri. The next 

day, Black VCU Speaks held a sit-
in at the president’s house to dis-
cuss issues of race and blackness 
on campus.

During the sit-in last week, 
Black VCU Speaks shared a list 
of demands with the president 
pertaining to increases in black 
faculty, safe spaces and counsel-
ing services for black students and 
cultural competency training for 
students and staff.

The group reiterated many of 
those demands at the diversity fo-
rum in the Commons.

Senior university leadership, 
including Kevin Allison, senior 
assistant to the president, Wanda 
Mitchell, vice president for inclu-
sive excellence, and Aashir Na-
sim, inaugural director of the In-
stitute for Inclusion, Inquiry and 
Innovation were in attendance 

alongside members of the Board 
of Visitors.

After initial remarks, Rao 

opened up the floor for questions 
and discussion. An alumna asked 
Rao when exactly new diversity 

initiatives would be implemented.
“When is yesterday, because 

President’s diversity forum overflows Salons

CJ PASCHALL
Contributing writer

For VCU men’s soc-
cer it was a season of ups 
and downs. At times they 
shined, going unbeaten for 
five-straight games to open 
conference play. At times 
they struggled, starting the 
season with a string of five 
losses and limping towards 
the end of their conference 
schedule with a three-game 
losing streak.

And yet, the Rams got 
hot at the right time, and 
their roller coaster year 
led them on a “Cinderella” 
run through last week-
end’s Atlantic 10 tourna-
ment. Despite being the 
eighth- and lowest-seed, 
VCU fought their way 
into a championship-bout 
against the second-seed-
ed University of Dayton, 
owners of the best overall 
record in the conference.

In their first game, VCU 
burst onto the tournament 
scene, beating top-seeded 
George Washington Uni-
versity in a 4 to 0 upset on 
Thursday. The Rams offense 
was in rare form, with soph-
omore Rafael Andrade San-
tos striking first in the 34th 
minute, followed quickly by 
another goal from fellow 
sophomore Jorge Herranz 
in the 36th minute. 

In the second half VCU 
kept pouring it on, as soph-
omore Luc Fatton added on 
a third goal in the 85th min-
ute. Just 35 seconds later, 
Herranz completed the rout 
with his second goal of the 
game in the 86th minute. 

SAMUEL GOODRICH
Contributing Writer

People from all around the 
world are in Virginia’s capital 
city for one of the state’s largest 
celebrations of tattoo and body 
modification this weekend.

Nearly a hundred tattoo art-
ists and thousands of enthusiasts 
alike gathered for the 23rd an-
nual Richmond Art and Tattoo 
Festival at the Greater Richmond 
Convention Center to celebrate 
their shared love for body art 
Nov. 20-22.

Tattoo artists from California, 
Michigan and New York and a 
few international guests brought 
their varying styles and experi-
ences to their booths.

One of those artists was Da-
vid Bruehl, a three-year veteran 
of the convention from Red 
Letter1, a tattoo studio located 
in Tampa, Florida.

“Richmond (Art and Tattoo 
Festival) has always had a reputa-
tion for being a great convention 
with a fantastic roster of artists,” 
Bruehl said, “so it’s nice to work 
among them for a weekend.”

Flaco Productions, a company 
that has worked with similar 
events like the Salt Lake City 
International Tattoo Convention, 
managed the event this year.

Bruehl and the other artists 
travel to Richmond to show off 
their talents and represent their 
respective businesses. Many stu-
dios and parlors sent their top art-
ists to the festival this weekend.

Local tattoo artists also got 
in on the festivities and used the 
weekend as an opportunity to get 

This ink doesn’t run:
Richmond Tattoo and Art Festival makes mark again

—continued on page 7Local artist Keith Harper from Absolute Art on Grace street tattoos a convention attendee’s arm. Harper was tattooing at the convention all three days.

HIBA AHMAD 
Contributing Columnist 

Last week, stories about ISIS 
were plastered across our screens 
after another heinous crime was 
committed against humanity. This 
time, instead of showing bloodied 
children or destroyed Middle East-
ern infrastructure, which Western 
audiences have become desensitized 
to, we see the dimmed Eiffel Tower 
in the center of Paris.

On Nov. 13, France faced one 
of the worst attacks on their soil 
since World War II.  The terrorist 
organization known as the Islamic 
State, or ISIS, claimed the lives of 
129 French civilians and injured 
over 300 people in a series of attacks 
through the nations capital. 

This act of terror started con-
versations across the globe ranging 
from Islamophobia to the ongo-
ing refugee crisis. Audiences, once 

again, began jumping to conclusions 
due to the biased  coverage of issues 
on mainstream media. 

Terrorists are being painted by 
some as the face of a faith that is 
practiced by 1.6 billion individuals 
across the planet when in reality they 
are not. Terrorists are also now being 
associated with the victims of their 
crimes; specifically Syrian refugees.

Islam condemns the acts of 
violence that ISIS commits no matter 
where they occur or who they affect. 
ISIS affiliates attempt to cherry-pick 
lines from the Qur’an, the holy book 
of Islam, to justify their actions. This 
lead spectators outside of Islam to 
conclude that there must be substance 
to what ISIS does. However, these 
interpretations of the Qur’an are mis-
guided and agenda driven, which is a 
dangerous approach no matter what 
religion you try to manipulate. 

According to Mohammed Akram 
Nadwi, a popular Western Islamic 

Breaking down ISIS, 
one voice at a time

At VCU President Michael Rao’s diversity forum last week, Rao spent an hour discussing 
an increase in black faculty, staff students and more. 

—continued on page 9

—continued on page 2

A look 
back at 
men’s 
soccer 
tournament 
run

—continued on page 5
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dorms. Binge drinking.

NATIONAL
Post-mortem: Burying the dead in a 
most violent year 

In the corner of his office, John Wil-
liams set down a gilded headstone in the 
shape of a teddy bear. Williams had just 
made it to honor an 8-month old child 
killed by his father — one of the sad tasks 
he performs as a director of a funeral parlor 
in a city riddled by violence.

Coming off of the most violent year in 
Baltimore’s recent history, Williams has 
buried more bodies — many of them young 
black men, many gunned down in the city’s 
west side — than ever before. In a normal 
month, he might do three funerals. This 
past summer, he buried two people a week. 
Some died naturally, of illness or old age. 
Most showed up pierced by knives or bul-
lets.

Violence in the most vulnerable neigh-
borhoods has spiked since April, when Bal-
timore erupted in rioting and civil unrest 
following the death of a black man, Freddie 
Gray, from injuries suffered in a police van.

As of Nov. 20, 308 people have been 
killed in the city this year, making 2015 
the bloodiest year Baltimore has seen since 
1999. 

Brief by the Associated Press

US religious leaders make forceful ap-
peal to admit refugees

In rare agreement across faith and ideo-
logical lines, leaders of major American 
religious groups have condemned proposed 
bans on Syrian refugees, contending a le-
gitimate debate over security has been over-
taken by irrational fear and prejudice.

About 70 percent of all refugees admit-
ted to the U.S. are resettled by faith groups, 
according to the U.S. State Department 
office for refugees. The bulk of the work is 
done by the U.S. Conference of Catholic 
Bishops and Lutheran Immigration and 
Refugee Services. World Relief, the hu-
manitarian arm of the National Association 
of Evangelicals, and Church World Ser-
vice, representing Protestant and Orthodox 
groups, are each responsible for about 10 
percent. 

Brief by the Associated Press

Homicides of transgender women in US 
reach alarming high 

For a few transgender Americans, this 
has been a year of glamour and fame. For 
many others, 2015 has been fraught with 
danger, violence and mourning.

The toll compares with 12 last year and 
13 in 2013, and is the highest since advo-
cacy groups began such tallies a decade ago.

Death by death, the details are horrific. 
Kiesha Jenkins was beaten and shot dead 
by a cluster of assailants in Philadelphia. 
Tamara Dominguez was run over mul-
tiple times and left to die on a Kansas City 
street. Police said the most recent victim, 
Zella Ziona, was shot dead in Gaithers-
burg, Maryland, last month by a boyfriend 
embarrassed that Ziona showed up in the 
presence of some of his other friends.

Brief by the Associated Press

LOCAL
Incoming dean of U.Va. School of Law 
is 1st woman at helm 

A legal historian specializing in civil 
rights has been selected as the 12th dean 
and the first woman to lead the School of 
Law at the University of Virginia.

Risa L. Goluboff’s appointment, which 
is effective July 1, was announced Friday.

Goluboff is the John Allan Love pro-
fessor of law and professor of history at 
U.Va. She also is a faculty affiliate of U.Va.’s 
Carter G. Woodson Institute for African-
American and African Studies and faculty 
associate of the Governing America in a 
Global Era Program at UVA’s Miller Cen-
ter.

Brief by the Associated Press

Female veterans’ stories preserved in 
Virginia Beach exhibit 

During World War II, Therese Hughes’ 
mother was an officer in the Navy’s 
WAVES, Women Accepted for Volunteer 
Emergency Service. But her mother never 
talked about her time, and Hughes knew 
nothing of her service until years after 
Hicks died in 1977.

The exhibit is called “In a Heart Beat” 
and includes 98 portraits of 113 female 
veterans of all military branches. They are 
a sampling of the more than 800 women 
Hughes has interviewed and photographed 
so far. Her goal is to complete 1,200 inter-
views and to write books about each branch 
of the service, with the first being about 
women who served in WWII.

Brief by the Associated Press

Virginia vigil held for missing trans-
gender woman 

Dozens gathered in a Charlottesville 
park Friday night in hopes of heightening 
awareness of a transgender woman who has 
been missing for three years.

Sage Smith was last seen on Nov. 20, 
2012. Media reports state that a few dozen 
people attended the Hope for Sage vigil, 
which attracted friends, family and com-
munity members.

Brief by the Associated Press

the urgency is more than some 
might grasp,” Rao said in response.

When a faculty member shared 
his experience as a student where 
he was excluded from a barbecue 
at a professor’s house that his class 
was invited to, the room was torn 
between tension and laughter.

“I’m a faculty member now, and 
there are still times I feel marginal-
ized,” the faculty member contin-
ued, saying he sometimes feels his 
peers will leave diversity trainings 
feeling good about themselves, but 
not following through by changing 
their behavior. 

“If we’re going to have these 
conversations, we need to be real 
about it,” he said.

Student Attalah Shabazz also 
asked Rao about the state of black 
faculty at VCU.

Shabazz explained how one of 
her favorite professors, Tamura 
Lomax, recently resigned from her 
teaching post. Shabazz said Lomax 
continually encountered sexism 

within her department.
“How can you say you want 

black faculty here when you’re not 
valuing what they’re bringing to the 
table?” Shabazz asked Rao.

Students and staff directly ad-
dressed issues of oppression, privi-

lege and mandatory cultural com-
petency initiatives on campus to 
make the work and learning envi-
ronment more accepting.

Rao said something he hopes 
to specifically work on is increas-
ing the lines of communication 

between students, faculty and staff 
regarding university initiatives al-
ready underway.

Rao closed the hour-long session 
by stating he hopes to host a similar 
forum before Thanksgiving break.

TONY TUCKER
Contributing Writer

When Bill Cosby spoke during 
VCU’s 40th anniversary celebra-
tion in 2008, he made an explicit 
distinction between what should 
— and should not — happen on 
college campuses. 

“This is a place of education, 
believe or not,” Cosby said. “It’s 
not a place to come and get drunk, 
pass out, take pills and give each 
other diseases.”

Ironic words, given Cosby is 
now accused of sexual miscon-
duct and assault by more than 50 
women dating back to the 1960s. 
The accusations, along with a re-
cently-released deposition in which 
Cosby admits to obtaining drugs to 
secretly give women, have directly 
led to many universities revoking 
his honorary degrees.

But even as the list of high-pro-
file universities rescinding Cosby’s 
degrees grows, VCU has yet to do 
so, and has given no indication of 
doing so in the future. 

Honorary degrees are largely 
symbolic, usually awarded for 
recognition for a public service 
of some kind. Many institutions 
award them, and most have no pol-
icy or procedures in place for revo-
cation. Even so, within days of one 
another in September, Brown Uni-
versity, Marquette and Fordham 
announced rescissions of Cosby’s 
honorary degrees.

“The conduct that Mr. Cosby 
has acknowledged is wholly incon-
sistent with the behavior we expect 
of any individual associated with 
Brown,” said the university in a 
statement stemming directly from 
the office of the president.   

Cosby has yet to be criminally 
charged with any crime for sexual 
misconduct, however.

In all, Cosby has received more 
than 40 honorary degrees from 
universities and colleges across the 
country, though the list of rescis-
sions continues to grow.

In October, Baylor University, 
Tufts University, Goucher College, 
Springfield College and Amherst 
College announced they would 
revoke Cosby’s degrees. Most re-
cently, over a five-day period in 
November, three more universities 
— Drexel, Drew and the Univer-
sity of Pittsburgh — added rescis-
sions of their own.

When reached for comment, 
Michael Porter, VCU’s interim 
director of public affairs, issued a 
statement by email.

“Bill  Cosby received an hon-
orary degree from VCU in 2008 
based on what was known at the 
time. We have no precedent for re-
voking honorary degrees since they 
carry no special rights or privileg-
es,” Porter said.

Fordham University didn’t have a 
precedent for revoking honorary de-
grees, either.  Yet, for the first time 
in its more than 150-year history, 
the university created one, while at 
the same time issuing a strong state-
ment condemning Cosby’s alleged 
actions and vehemently distancing 
themselves from the comedian.  

“That Mr. Cosby was willing to 
drug and rape women for his sexual 
gratification, and further damage 
those same women’s reputations 
and careers to obscure his guilt, 
hurt not only his victims, but all 
women, and is beyond the pale,” 
read Fordham’s statement. 

Many VCU students, like junior 
Mary Sears, think VCU should 
follow suit.

“If it was up to me, I would ab-
solutely take it away from him,” 
Sears said. “It’s disgusting and it’s 
not right.”

Joel Parsons, a senior, agrees 
with Sears.

“(Cosby) is a walking contradic-
tion who has shown no remorse,” 
Parsons said. 

Other students agree with the 
university’s decision not to rescind 
Cosby’s honorary degree.

“He should be able to keep (his 
honorary degree) because it hap-
pened so long ago and they have no 
proof of what he did,” said junior 
Ashawnna Sawyer.

Another senior, Taylor Mor-
man, echoed Sawyer’s statement.

“I think he should keep it because 
they [VCU] were basing it off what 
he did back in 2008, not what’s go-
ing on now,” Morman said.

VCU refrains 
from revoking 
Bill Cosby’s 
honorary degree

The on-campus group Black VCU Speaks shared a list of demands with Rao on how to increase diversity at VCU. 

Rao discusses diversity

MATT CHANEY
Contributing Writer

Thousands showed up at the 
Richmond Raceway complex to 
participate in this year’s Rich-
mond Gun Show last weekend.

Gun dealers utilized 800 ta-
bles across two basketball arena-
sized buildings within the Race-
way Complex to display their 
wares. Among the items for sale 
were handguns, rifles, shotguns, 
swords, tasers, ammunition, legal 
advice to help restore gun rights 
or create gun trusts and more.

One stall, occupied by mem-
bers of the Virginia Citizens De-
fense League, Inc., were passing 
out bright orange stickers read-
ing “guns save lives” and asking 
passersby to sign up for their 
email list.

At one point, presidential 
hopeful Jim Gilmore said over 
the loudspeaker, “If I can’t get 
support here, where can I get it?”

Amidst the scattered applause 
that followed, there was a shout 
that sounded like “Go Trump,” 
which was followed by louder 
cheers.

“The possession or carrying 
of any weapon by any person, 
except a police officer, is prohib-
ited on university property,” ac-

cording to VCU’s Statement on 
Regulation Prohibiting Weap-
ons on Campus.

The annual gun show, an event 
happening seven miles from 
campus, arguably bears signifi-
cance in the wake of recent mass 
shootings, such as Paris, Umpqua 
Community College and Virgin-
ia Tech.

Wes Simon of The Stuart Si-
mon Law Firm in Richmond, 
who was tabling at the gun show, 
said there is no rhyme or reason 
to school shootings.

“I don’t know that prevent-
ing people from owning helps,” 
Simon said. “I don’t believe in 
regulating those that do … a gun 
is a tool, you can do just as much 
damage with a hammer. It’s just 
more effective.”

While there is no discernable 
link between weapons purchased 
at gun shows and those used in 
the recent mass shootings, the 
ease of purchase at gun shows in 
Virginia is worth considering.

According to the Virginia 
State Police website, when pur-
chasing a gun from a federally 
licensed firearms dealer, a buyer 
needs to provide two forms of 
government issued identification 
with matching addresses, one of 
which has a photo. 

At this point, buyers must 
agree to have a background 
check, which screens for crimi-
nal history, wanted, missing 
person, and protective order 
lists, determinations of legal in-
competence, and for involuntary 
commitments to mental institu-
tions. This process can be called 
in or performed online and re-
sults are often instant.

While many vendors at gun 
shows qualify as firearm dealers, 
those who, according to section 
54.1-4200 of the Virginia code 
of law, make occasional sales, 
exchanges, or purchases as col-
lectors, or as a hobby, are not re-
quired to follow such procedures.

Instead, according to the Vir-
ginia State Police website, it is 
“recommended that you safe-
guard information pertaining to 
the transaction such as the date 
the firearm was sold, the com-
plete name and address of the 
buyer, and the make, model and 
serial number of the firearm.” 

With so many private pur-
chases, it is very difficult for law 
enforcement to ensure that such 
measures are taken.

While it is illegal to sell to a 
resident of another state, or to 
people under the age of 18 for 
shotguns and rifles — 21 for pis-

tols — this too is difficult to en-
force for sales made by private in-
dividuals, regardless whether this 
occurs at a gun show or elsewhere.

According to the state police 
website, in the event of a crime, 
“trace of the firearm will deter-
mine the licensed dealer who last 
sold the firearm and will identify 
the last buyer of the firearm.” 

At that point the weapon 
could have legally passed hands, 
numerous times, without record.

Members of the Virginia 
Citizens Defense League, Inc. 
seem concerned that this law 
may change.

“The days of selling a gun to 
a friend or acquaintance in your 
own living room, or anywhere 
except at a gun dealer’s place of 
business during normal business 
hours, would be over,” according 
to a pamphlet distributed at the 
gun show by the VCDL, if these 
rules were changed.

“Universal background check 
laws criminalize all non-dealer 
private gun-transfers, lead to reg-
istration, compliance inspections, 
and ultimately to confiscation,” 
continues the pamphlet.

A visit to the annual Richmond Gun Show

Many students present at the sit-in on the Compass in response to events at Mizzou attended 
the diversity forum last week. 
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say you want 
Black faculty 

here when you’re not 
valuing what they’re 
bringing to the table?

— ATTALAH SHABAZZ

—continued from page 1
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VCU School of Medicine names new 
Department of Neurosurgery chair

Virginia Commonwealth University 
recently appointed Alex Valadka, M.D., as 
chair of the Department of Neurosurgery in 
the School of Medicine. Valadka succeeds 
founding chair Harold F. Young, M.D., 
who joined VCU as a professor of neurosur-
gery in 1976.

After earning his medical degree at the 
University of Chicago in 1987, Valadka 
completed his residency training in neuro-
surgery at VCU. “I knew I wanted to study 
neurotrauma and critical care, and my ad-
viser told me to go to VCU because it was 
the best place in the world to learn about 
nervous system trauma and critical care re-
search,” Valadka said.

Valadka joined the faculty of the De-
partment of Neurosurgery at Baylor Col-
lege of Medicine after completing his resi-
dency training at VCU, and in 2006 .

Brief by Anne Dreyfuss, VCU public affairs

Nurses recognized for exceptional 
contributions to health care

Six nurses with Virginia Common-
wealth University Health were named a 
Nurse of the Year by the March of Dimes at 
the organization’s annual awards gala at the 
Omni Richmond Hotel, for which VCU 
Health was the signature sponsor.

The award winners included Tess Searls 
for Advanced Practice; Patricia O’Berry for 
Licensed Practical Nurse; Sue Creehan for 
Nurse Clinical Leadership/Wound Care; 
Valerie Coleman for Women’s Health; 
Morgan Tapscott-Buckovich for Geriat-
rics/Rehabilitation; and Joel Tobin Gill for 
Rising Star.

In all, 25 nurses with VCU Health were 
named finalists for the March of Dimes 
Nurse of the Year Awards, which honor the 
men and women who have been nominated 
as leaders in the field of nursing and have 
provided leadership and outstanding care 
for Virginia families.

Brief by Brian McNeill

With help from VCU class, five Rich-
mond-area immigrants sworn in as 
U.S. citizens

Twelve years after leaving their na-
tive country of Mexico and settling in 
the Richmond area, siblings Giancarlo 
Orsatti and Ariadna Rendon became U.S. 
citizens this week, having been guided 
through the naturalization process by a 
service-learning course at Virginia Com-
monwealth University that assists the lo-
cal immigrant population.

“Now we have a voice in our country. 
We can vote for president. And we now 
have more opportunities as citizens than as 
residents,” said Orsatti, an HIV counselor 
and psychology student at John Tyler Com-
munity College who will be transferring to 
VCU in the fall.

Orsatti and Rendon took part in a class 
taught by Anita Nadal, an assistant profes-
sor of Spanish, and her students at VCU 
that teaches Richmond-area immigrants 
English and prepares them for the U.S. 
citizenship test.

Brief by Brian McNeill, VCU public affairs

vcu briefs

PILAR CURTIS
Contributing Writer

Governor Terry McAuliffe 
gathered with city and county of-
ficials at the Virginia Holocaust 
Museum in Shockoe Bottom last 
month to celebrate the grand open-
ing of the Virginia Capital Trail. 

Before a crowd of more than 
300 people, keynote speaker Gov. 
McAuliffe touted the 52-mile trail 
as yet another attractions drawing 
business to Virginia.

“Standing here today, I think 
most of us can agree that building 
this trail is a no-brainer,” McAu-
liffe said, adding that regional trails 
are “assets that drive tourism and 
sustain economic development.” 

Beth Weisbrod, executive di-
rector of the Virginia Capital 
Trail Foundation, agreed with 
the governor. Weisbrod called the 
trail “the first of its kind here in 
Richmond,” and said it has the po-
tential to generate tax revenue, in-
comes and jobs — as long as busi-
nesses plan accordingly.

As an example, Weisbrod cited 
an area along the trail where Stone 
Brewery’s bistro, Shiplock Park and 

Chapel Island are all located within 
a very close distance of each other. 

“When you link things like 
that, it just explodes,” Weisbrod 
said. She said she predicts certain 
stretches in the city could soon 
mirror those areas. “The downtown 
riverfront section of Richmond is 
going to look very different in a 
short amount of time.” 

Weisbrod also noted Virginia is 
playing catch-up with other states 
that already have expansive bike 
trails has its perks, adding the only 
nice thing about being behind the 
curve is that based on research her 
foundation can look at what other 
places have done on trails.

To track trail usage and help 
create an economic report, Weis-
brod said the Virginia Capital Trail 
— which cost $74 million and took 
12 years to build — will feature 
counters along the path, combined 
with surveys asking people where 
they’re from, what activities they 
did and where they stayed.

Prior to the completion of the 
trail, people would often walk or 
bike along Route 5. Now, Weisbrod 
said the trail acts as a safer alterna-
tive. Such is the case for Richmond 

local William Harris, who bikes as 
far as he can on the trail everyday.

“I think it’s better than riding 
the street and not on the edge,” 
Harris said. “I mean it’s just fun, 
you know, relaxing.”

In addition to cutting through 
Richmond, the Virginia Capi-
tal Trail stretches across Henrico 
County, Charles City County and 
James City County. Trail users 
should also be able to catch glimps-

es of a myriad of Virginia wildlife, 
including bald eagles, horses, deer 
and, along the river areas, a re-
bounding sturgeon population.

Officials and cyclists come together to celebrate completion of Virginia Capital Trail

Virginia Governor Terry McAuliffe says the multi-million dollar investment of the Capital Trail 
will bring in tourists and help the state’s economy. The trail’s grand opening was last week.

FADEL ALLASSAN
Staff Writer

It was an article that shocked 
the nation. In a remarkable 9,000 
word account, Rolling Stone 
journalist Sabrina Erdely chron-
icled the narrative of a University 
of Virginia first-year student, un-
der the pseudonym Jackie, who 
was alleged to have been viciously 
gang-raped by nine men in the 
University’s Pi Kappa Psi frater-
nity in the fall of 2012.

Last week, U.Va.’s Phi Kappa 
Psi fraternity filed a $25 million 
defamation lawsuit against Roll-
ing Stone, claiming that the story 
made the fraternity the “object of 
an avalanche of condemnation 
worldwide.”

Thursday, Nov. 19 marked the 
one year anniversary of the pub-
lication of the article. Here is a 
recap of what has been a tumul-
tuous year of the events following 
the publication of the article.

Erdely’s “A Rape on Campus” 
described in detail Jackie’s ac-
count of the alleged rape and the 
ensuing cover-up of her reports 
of the crime, which involved her 
friends advising her to remain si-
lent about the rape and what ap-
peared to be a tepid reaction from 
university officials when she did 
come out with her story.

Erdely told The Washington 
Post she was pleased that her 
article had sparked a discussion 
about the nature and prevalence 
of sexual assault on campuses 
across the country, but following 
a barrage of scrutiny the article 
was debunked by the media and 
later redacted by Rolling Stone.

Nov. 19, 2014
“A Rape on Campus” is published in Roll-

ing Stone.
“When yet another hand clamped over 

her mouth, Jackie bit it, and the hand became 
a fist that punched her in the face. The men 
surrounding her began to laugh. For a hope-
ful moment Jackie wondered if this wasn’t 
some collegiate prank. Perhaps at any second 
someone would flick on the lights and they’d 
return to the party.

“Grab its motherfucking leg,” she heard a 
voice say. And that’s when Jackie knew she 
was going to be raped.”

U.Va. president Teresa Sullivan releases a 
statement in response to the article the same 
day.

“I want to underscore our commitment 
to marshaling all available resources to assist 
our students who confront issues related to 
sexual misconduct. Our dedicated Student 
Affairs staff devote countless hours to edu-
cating and counseling our students on issues 
regarding their health and safety, and they 
stand ready to assist whenever students need 
help … I have asked the Charlottesville Po-
lice Department to formally investigate this 
incident, and the University will cooperate 
fully with the investigation,” reads Sullivan’s 
statement.

Nov. 20, 2014
Virginia senator Tim Kaine tells Slate 

the story is horrific “I’m most interested to 
see what the university’s response is,” he said, 
“not really what they say in response, but 
what they do in response.” 

The Phi Kappa Psi Fraternity at U.Va. re-
leases a statement also on Nov. 20.

“Although at this time we have no specific 
knowledge of the claims set out in the Roll-
ing Stone Article, we take this matter — and 
these tragic allegations — very seriously...as 
of today we have voluntarily surrendered our 
Fraternal Organization Agreement with the 
University, thereby suspending all chapter 
activities during this process,” reads the fra-

ternity’s statement. 
The same day, the Phi Kappa Psi chapter 

house is vandalized. The house’s windows are 
broken through with chunks of bottles and 
cinderblock. 

Nov. 22, 2014
U.Va. suspends all fraternities on campus. 
“Beginning immediately, I am suspending 

all fraternal organizations and associated so-
cial activities until January 9th, ahead of the 
beginning of our spring semester … In the 
intervening period we will assemble groups 
of students, faculty, alumni, and other con-
cerned parties to discuss our next steps in 
preventing sexual assault and sexual violence 
on Grounds,” said U.Va. president Teresa 
Sullivan in a statement.

Nov. 24, 2014
Richard Bradley, editor-in-chief of Worth 

magazine raises questions on the article’s ve-
racity on his personal blog.

“Then there’s the fact that Jackie appar-
ently knew two of her rapists, but they are not 
named, nor does Rubin Erdley contact them, 
which is basically a cardinal rule of journal-
ism: If someone in your story is accused of 
something, you’d better do your damnedest 
to give them a chance to respond,” Bradley 
writes.

Dec. 2, 2014
Erdely stands by her reporting, telling The 

New York Times: 
“I am convinced that it could not have 

been done any other way, or any better,” she 
said. “I am also not interested in diverting the 
conversation away from the point of the piece 
itself.” The real scandal, she said, is that the 
university administration did not pursue the 
accusations further.

Dec. 5, 2014
The Washington Post calls into questions 

key allegations made in the Rolling Stone ar-
ticle: 

The fraternity said there was no event at 
the house the night the attack was alleged to 
have happened.

Friends of Jackie’s say her alleged account 
differs from what actually happened. 

One of the alleged attackers Jackie identi-
fied to her friends — a junior in 2012 who 
worked with her as a university lifeguard — 
was actually the name of a student who be-
longs to a different fraternity, and no one by 
that name has been a member of Phi Kappa 
Psi. Phi Kappa Psi claimed a roster of em-
ployees at the university’s aquatic center 
showed no members of the fraternity worked 
there at the time.

The same day, Rolling Stone releases a 
statement admitting there were errors made 
in the reporting of the story.

“In the face of new information, there now 
appear to be discrepancies in Jackie’s account, 
and we have come to the conclusion that our 
trust in her was misplaced.”

Dec. 9, 2014
The Washington Post reports Charles 

Johnson, a conservative, one-time Daily 
Caller contributing writer, has allegedly 
identified the sexual assault victim and re-
leased all her personal information over his 
Twitter account.

Jan. 12, 2015
Bloomberg News reports that the num-

ber of applications to U.Va. drops for the first 
time in 12 years.

March 23, 2015
After five month investigation Police say 

they found no evidence that sexual assault 
took place.

“We’re not able to conclude to any sub-
stantive degree that an incident occurred at 
the Phi Kappa Psi fraternity house or any 
other fraternity house, for that matter,” said 
Police Chief Timothy Longo said at a news 
conference. “That doesn’t mean something 
terrible didn’t happen to Jackie … we’re just 

not able to gather sufficient facts to deter-
mine what that is.”

April 5, 2015
After an investigation commissioned by 

Rolling Stone publisher Jann Wenner, the 
Columbia Journalism wReview releases a 
12,000 word report of “A Rape on Campus” 
highlighting key errors in the approach of the 
piece’s writer, and the Rolling Stone’s edito-
rial process.

“A story of journalistic failure that was 
avoidable … The magazine set aside or ratio-
nalized as unnecessary essential practices of 
reporting.”

The same day, U.Va. Associate Dean of 
students, Nicole Eramo, files $7.5 defama-
tion lawsuit against Rolling Stone. Eramo, 
who is responsible for dealing with sexual as-
sault cases brought to the administration by 
students says the article destroyed her cred-
ibility by falsely portraying her actions in the 
case as indifferent.

July 29, 2015
Will Dana, the managing editor of RS, 

announces he will no longer be working for 
the publication. Asked whether “A Rape on 
Campus” contributed to it, publisher Jann 
Wenner said “many factors go into a decision 
like this.”

May 26, 2015
The Washington Post reports Charles 

Johnson, the social media “troll” who alleg-
edly ousted the identity of the U.Va. rape vic-
tim has been suspended from Twitter.

Nov. 9, 2015
Phi Kappa Psi’s U.Va, Chapter files a $25 

million defamation lawsuit against Rolling 
Stone, claiming the article had done extreme 
damage to the fraternity’s reputation.

One year later: Remembering the Rolling Stone article “A Rape on Campus” 

FADEL ALLASSAN
Staff Writer

VCU officials have confirmed 
they anticipate the university will in-
troduce the LGBTQ-friendly hous-
ing option, affectionately known as 
“lavender housing,” for students as 
early as the fall 2016 semester.

The move, if completed, will 
make VCU the fourth major Vir-
ginia university to adopt the hous-
ing option after the University of 
Richmond, Old Dominion Uni-
versity and George Mason Uni-
versity. In the fall of 2014, George 
Mason was the latest major Vir-
ginia university to institute laven-
der housing.

Charles Klink, interim vice pro-
vost for student affairs, confirmed 
the anticipated housing will pres-
ent students the option to live in a 
designated LGBTQ-friendly liv-
ing space. According to Klink, de-
tails surrounding the housing, such 
as where it will be located and how 
large it will be, are still undecided.

“That’s going to be difficult be-
cause we’re probably going to do 
some renovations with some halls, 
so part of it is what housing stock 
we’re going to have,” Klink said. 
“That will help determine whether 
it will be for first-year students or if 
other students are involved.”

Another detail not yet deter-
mined is whether the housing will 
be strictly for students who iden-

tify as members of the LGBTQ 
community or if it will be open to 
all students.

Klink said that although he can-
not confirm it, he expects that mem-
bers of the LGBTQ community and 
non-LGBTQ allies will both be able 
to utilize the lavender housing.

Paris Prince, special assistant 
for LGBTQ initiatives under the 
division for inclusive excellence 
said students will be asked whether 
they would like to identify their 
sexuality in the application process 
for on-campus housing.

According to Prince, this will 
likely be in a supplementary form.

Prince said the fact that stu-
dents will be asked whether they 
would like to identify their sexual-
ity is a significant statement from 
the university and a step forward 
for members of the LGBTQ com-
munity in their fight for equality.

“There’s no longer the presuppo-
sition that because I’m gay I don’t 
want anyone to know, or I need to 
be shrouded in heteronormativity,” 
Prince said. “I think this process 
highlights that we have a voice and 
we can use it as we choose to de-
termine how we want to live, that’s 
why lavender housing is a state-
ment beyond the tangible dorm as 
a space.”

In a September interview, Clay-
ton Hall, a senior student who 
identifies as gay, condemned the 
idea of lavender housing, which 

GayRVA reported VCU was con-
sidering in 2014.

“I think separating certain stu-
dents from other students because 
of their sexuality is a step back-
wards. Why do we need special 
housing for gay students? Can’t 
they just live with everyone else?” 
Hall said.

“If we have a special dorm for 
students that are LGBT then that’s 
kind of like saying the other dorms 
aren’t LGBT-friendly,” Hall said.

Klink believes that giving stu-
dents the option to live in lavender 
housing will be beneficial to mem-
bers of LGBTQ community.

“In my mind when you look at 
any underrepresented group, there’s 
been some kind of process of identi-
ty development where it’s helpful to 
have people that you identify with 
around you,” Klink said.

Prince said the advocacy group 
Equality VCU is credited for push-
ing the university toward the deci-
sion to introduce lavender housing.

“When you look at different 
kinds of centers for specific stu-
dent groups, I think they do serve 
a purpose. With this, students 
have an option to live in a resi-
dence hall with all sorts of people, 
or people who identify like they 
do,” Klink said.

VCU expects LGBTQ-friendly dorm space next year
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ADVERTISEMENT

MEGAN CORSANO
Contributing Writer 

College campuses often have 
one thing in common: students 
who binge drink.

This problem often leads to big-
ger issues with drinking later in 
life, and graduate student Megan 
Cooke is researching why.

Cooke recently began working 
with the Collaborative Advanced 
Research on Imaging facility 
(CARI) after receiving a funding 
grant. She plans to research the ge-
netic and physiological differences 
among problem alcohol users.

“In previous studies looking at 
alcohol users, we’ve sort of treated 
all problem alcohol users the same,” 
Cooke said, adding that the issue 
is a lot more subtle than that. “In 
reality there has already been a lot 
of research that suggests that in-
dividuals use alcohol for different 
reasons and have different life tra-
jectories that have gotten them to 
the place of problem using.” 

Cooke’s grant was fully funded 
at the end of September, at which 
time she began working on the 
neuroimaging component of the 
study. Cooke said the next step in 
her research will include genetic 
analysis. Cooke first became inter-
ested in this subject while pursuing 
her bachelor’s in psychology from 
Furman University, where a lot of 
her research examined how child-
hood socioeconomic stressors could 
affect adult physiological stress re-
sponses.

Cooke said issues with drink-
ing can come from a lifelong ge-
netic trait, which Cooke studied 
while working as a research as-
sistant at the National Institute 

on Alcohol Abuse and Alcohol-
ism’s center in Bethesda. She said 
twin studies have often been used 
to compare alcohol use between 
identical or fraternal twins in or-
der gain an estimate of how much 
of the substance abuse disorder is 
genetically influenced.

“The more I learned about it the 
more I realized you can’t really ig-
nore the other influences because 
genetic and biological factors rep-
resent such a huge portion of why 
someone goes on to develop prob-
lem use,” Cooke said. “That’s exact-
ly what brought me to VCU and to 
the graduate program I’m in now, 
is I thought I needed training in 
genetics and in how to think about 
how genes play a role in these traits, 
and how to analyze that data.”

Alcohol abuse is undeniably 
present on most college campuses, 
with about four out of five college 
students reporting they consume 
alcohol, and around half of them 
identifying as binge drinkers, ac-
cording to the NIAAA website.

The NIAAA also reported a 
yearly average of 1,825 deaths 
among college students ages 18-24 
due to alcohol related injuries and 
more than 97,000 students falling 
victim to alcohol-related rape or 
sexual abuse each year.

“This research is something that 
a lot of people can relate to,” Cooke 
said. “Obviously not all users de-
velop problems, but some people 
develop problems for certain peri-
ods in their life and others develop 
very serious problems that persist 
throughout their life.”

Cooke said the fact that some 
people can pick up alcohol and put 
it down, while others are consistent 
social users and still others develop 

a dependence became really inter-
esting to her. She said she was es-
pecially fascinated with discovering 
why these differences occurred and 
why some people use to excess, so-
cially or not at all.

The NIAAA’s website also re-
ports a strong correlation between 
alcohol abuse and academic prob-
lems, concluding that about 25 
percent of college students report 
academic consequences of their 
drinking including missing class, 
falling behind, doing poorly on ex-
ams or papers, and receiving lower 
grades overall.

“When substance use starts in-
terfering with students’ ability to 
live up to their values or they start 
adjusting their values because of 
their substance use, that’s when we 
look into getting them help,” said 
Tom Bannard, the program coordi-
nator for Rams in Recovery.

Rams in Recovery is a program 
offered to students through The 
Wellness Resource Center geared 
toward helping students struggling 
with substance abuse.

“If their substance use is caus-
ing problems in the dorms, legal 
problems or grade problems, those 
factors come together and are often 
indicative of a bigger issue,” Ban-
nard said.

By researching the biological 
and genetic influences that can fac-
tor into a life of substance abuse, 
Cooke hopes to find better ways to 
treat people suffering from alcohol 
dependence, especially by discover-
ing more detailed categories that 
each type of user falls into.

“When something really speaks 
to you and you really relate to it, 
you’re much more likely to listen 
and pay attention and take it to 
heart, rather than if it’s just this 

blanket message to everyone,” 
Cooke said.

She said she thinks having a 
better understanding of the bio-
logical component among these 
different groups could lead both to 
both better treatment options and 
also better understanding of how 
these different groups understand 
and process the world.

“Instead of it being a one size 
fits all model, you can think about 
those genetic differences and can 
start to think about what interven-
tions or what preventative messages 
you can put out there that are more 
tailored to these certain groups,” 
Cooke said. “You can think, ‘okay 
how do these groups see and use 
alcohol and what can we really tar-
get there that might really resonate 
with them.’”

Student studies 
science of binge 
drinking
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Stat of the Week
Freshman soccer gem Julia Suarez 
was named to the A-10 Second Team 
and All-Rookie Team. 

 While VCU’s offense played 
the biggest role in the first vic-
tory, its defense dominated the 
second game, as the Rams held 
on to beat Fordham University 
1-0 the next day. The highlight of 
the defensive effort, sophomore 
goalkeeper Pierre Gardan, had 
two saves on route to his eighth 
shutout of the season and his 
second consecutive clean sheet of 
the tournament.

Though VCU’s offense strug-
gled to hit pay-dirt against Ford-
ham, the offense kept the pressure 
on with six of its 11 shots on goal. 
Ultimately, Santos again found 
the back of the net in the 45th 
minute with a strike from the top 
of the box.

The red-hot Rams found them-
selves in the A-10 Championship 
game, squaring off against the 
University of Dayton. Coming 
into the game, VCU looked to re-
peat the result of the team’s only 
matchup this year, a 3-2 OT win 
in the final game of the regular 
season against the Flyers.

Dayton struck again early in 
the second half, finding the back 
of the net on a free kick from 30 
yards out in the 60th minute, 
pushing its lead to 2-0. The Rams 
battled back, cutting the deficit in 
half as junior Dakota Barnathan 
headed home a corner kick in the 
72nd minute.

Ultimately the comeback 
would prove short-lived, as Day-
ton’s offense proved too much for 
the Rams, tacking on two more 
goals in the 72nd and 79th min-
utes for a 4-1 advantage.

“After we spotted them the 
second goal on a restart, I was 
still confident that we would get 
back in it, and we did so to go 
2-1, but give Dayton credit, they 
answered right back to make it 3 
and then we had a guy sent off,” 
said Head Coach Dave Giffard. 
“Although we kept fighting until 
the end, that was a tough hill to 
climb.”

The Flyers poured on the at-
tempts, ultimately finishing with 
22 shots, more than double the 

Rams’ nine. Despite Dayton’s 
four goals, Gardan had the game 
of his young career in goal, with a 
career-high six saves. 

On the backs of strong perfor-
mances by Gardan, Santos and 
Herranz, the future seems bright 
for VCU men’s soccer. For their 
efforts, Gardan and Herranz, 
along with defenders senior Den-
nis Castillo and sophomore RJ 
Roberts, were named to the All-
Atlantic 10 Tournament Team.

“I’m proud of this very young 
and inexperienced group for get-
ting better each week and for be-
lieving in each other and playing 
for the shirt down the stretch,” 
Giffard said. “We will be back.”

Monday, November 23, 2015www.commonwealthtimes.org

PETER MASON 
Contributing Writer 

The Rams came out and sur-
prised the Duke University Blue 
Devils in the 2K Classic, managing 
to go into halftime with the lead 
before succumbing to the defending 
National Champions 79-71. 

The Rams jumped out to a 4-0 
lead to start the game with back-to-
back baskets from junior forward 
Mo Alie-Cox. The Rams took a 6-2 
lead in the first three minutes and 
then a little over midway through 
the half, the Rams were tied up 
with the Blue Devils at 15-15. 

At no point in the first half did 

Duke manage to gain an advan-
tage of more than two points and 
with only about 20 seconds left 
in the first half, the Rams took a 
39-35 advantage after a jumper 
from senior guard Melvin Johnson. 
The Blue Devils responded, with a 
last-second 3-pointer from Grayson 
Allen, the Blue Devils went into 
the break trailing 39-38. 

In the opening minutes of the 
second half, the Rams went on a 
6-2 run to take a 45-40 lead, but 
the Blue Devils were able to stay 
in the game and with about 11 
minutes left, the score was tied at 
55-55. This was the only point in 
the game where the Rams hit a 

scoring drought and the Blue 
Devils took advantage of it by go-
ing on a 15-3 run, taking a 70-58 
advantage with only five minutes 
remaining in the game. 

The Blue Devils rode out the 

lead for the final minutes of the 
game and VCU fell 79-71, drop-
ping to 2-1, while Duke improved 
its record to 3-1. Johnson led the 
Rams in points with 20 total for 
the Rams, while Alie-Cox scored 
15. The third leading scorer on the 
Rams roster was junior forward 
Ahmed Hamdy-Mohamed with 10. 
Allen was the leading scorer for the 
Blue Devils with 30 total points. 

With the loss, the Rams will 
face Wisconsin in the consola-
tion game, while Duke will play 
Georgetown in the championship. 
VCU returns home to play against 
American University on Nov. 25 
at the Stu. 

A look back at men’s soccer tournament run 

Early second half run lifts 
Blue Devils over VCU
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Lewis is flirting with a double-double per contest this season, averaging nine points and seven assists per game. 

Tillman is averaging 7.7 rebounds in limited action this season. 

Junior Herranz tied for the lead in goals (5) and was second on the team in assists (2) this season. He is pictured here in VCU’s first game against Dayton this year.
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Although we 
kept fighting 
until the end, 
that was a 

tough hill to climb.

— HEAD COACH DAVE GIFFARD 
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GAME STATS

Overall  7-10-14
Conference  3-2-3
Home   4-5-2
Away   1-4-2
Goals   24
Assists  21

MEN’S S0CCER 2015-2016 SEASON

Leaders

Goals  Herranz, Santos
Assists Barnathan, Sweatte
Saves Gardan, 59

The Blue 
Devils rode 
out the lead 
for the final 

minutes of the game 
and VCU fell 79-71, 
dropping to 2-1.

— PETER MASON
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MARCUS BLACKWELL
Staff Writer

 IONA

On Nov. 17, the Rams traveled 
to the Hynes Center in New York 
to play against Iona University.

The Rams began the game with 
another big start in the first half, 
leading, 15-4 midway through the 
1st quarter. Iona ended the quarter 
strong, going on a 12-0 run taking 
a 16-15 lead going into the second 
quarter. In the second quarter, 
VCU began to pull away and put 
on an excellent defensive effort. By 
halftime, Iona was shooting just 28 
percent from the field.

In the second half the Rams 
continued in another superb defen-
sive performance, while taking care 
of the ball offensively, getting con-

tribution from everyone in regards 
to scoring. VCU cruised to another 
victory winning with a score of 
74-58. The Lady Rams created 22 
turnovers while only giving away 
nine of their own. Each member 
of VCU’s starting five ended the 
game with double-digit points. 
Adaeze Alaeze and Camille 
Calhoun scored 16 points apiece, 
leading the team offensively.

 Despite the loss, Iona’s Trey-
anna Clay put in a solid day’s work 
with 17 points and five rebounds. 

  
    COPPIN STATE

This year’s veteran Rams 
squad took to the floor in front 
of a VCU crowd with more than 
2,000 in attendance and put on 
a show for the VCU faithful. 
The Rams came out clicking as a 

team offensively and defensively. 
Shooting 50 percent in the first 
half, surrendering only two field 
goals to Coppin. VCU jumped 
out to an dominant lead of 25-6. 
The second quarter was much 
of the same as teams went into 
the locker room at the half with 
a score of 44-14, advantage to 
VCU. The lead would not drop 
below 20 after the ending of the 
second quarter.

 The second half started 
with VCU keeping its foot on 
the gas, continuing in an impres-
sive all around effort. Throughout 
the game the Rams controlled 
rebounding, dominating Coppin 
on the glass with. 

Junior guard Ashley Pegram led 
the team in scoring dropping 13 
while sophomore Curteeona Bre-
love was big on the glass, pulling 

down 10 boards. The win made for 
the second straight season opening 
victory since the arrival of Head 
Coach Beth O’Boyle. 

Junior guard Keira Robinson 
said she was optimistic and proud of 
the team’s effort for the first game.

“Coach wanted us to dictate 
the tempo and that’s what we 
went out and did,” Robinson said. 
“We were effective with our press-
ing, getting out and running and 
our rebounding.”

O’Boyle said she feels great 

about the start and is ready to 
continue in this kind of play.

“What a way to start the 
season, the girls really came out 
ready to play,” O’Boyle said. “We 
had a great first half and saw 
contribution from everyone.”

ADVERTISEMENT

ERIKA ROBINSON
Contributing Writer

As the Atlantic 10 tournament 
approached, VCU’s volleyball 
team looked to build on its 6-2 
record in the final month of the 
season. The Rams faced No. 4 
seed George Washington Uni-
versity in the tournament’s first 
round on Nov. 20.

Throughout the season, the 
Rams have relied heavily on 
defense to keep plays alive to 
give their hitter a chance to make 
great kills. The backcourt defense 
starts with sophomore libero 
Rebekah Strange. 

Strange took the role of leader 
of the backcourt early in the 
season and hasn’t looked backed 
since. While she doesn’t register 
many kills, the way she plays de-
fense is just as exciting to watch. 

“I feel like my attitude and 
my energy helps encourage the 
team to do better and wants to 
win,” Strange said. “I feel like my 
energy and communication on the 
backcourt helps to push them to 
win the game.”

Strange found her competitive 
spirit, her will for her team to win 
has allowed her to have several 
games where she had game highs 

in digs. She also hopes that her 
competitive attitude and play 
helps inspire her teammates to 
play their best. 

“I am a very competitive 
player,” Strange said. “I like to 
win, like most athletes do, but I 
have a very tough attitude. When 
I go in to play, its like, ‘oh, I am 
going to get this point,’ or next 

point is mine, and I work hard 
every point to make sure that we 
get that next point.”

Her personal goal for the tour-
nament is simple: 

“I want to be a leader on the 
court for my teammates, and push 
them to do their best and hope-
fully we can get to the next step 
of the tournament after Friday 
and just keep going from there,” 
Strange said. “Just work as a 
team. I just want for the team to 
do well.” 

Strange finds motivation 
through her teammates excite-
ment after a big kill or block.  

“It’s just so exciting to see 
different expressions on different 
people’s faces and smiles every-
where,” Strange said. “It makes 
me happy and it makes me want 
to work hard for the champion-
ship.”

The Rams, who were ranked 
No. 4, traveled to Washington, 
D.C. on Friday to begin their 
quest in the A-10 Tournament. 
The Rams battled hard, but fell in 
three straight sets to GWU, (25-
16), (25-16) and (25-16). 

Freshman outside hitter 
Sahbria McLetchie finished the 
night with a team-high 12 kills 
and Strange added a game-high 
15 digs, but the Rams could not 
overcome hard hitting from the 
Colonials. Junior middle blocker 
Chidima Osuchukwu ended the 
Rams night with a game-high 16 
kills. 

While the Rams may have lost 
in the first round, they will have 
plenty of youth returning next 
season. The Rams finished the 
season with an overall record of 
14-17. 

SOPHIA BELLETTI
Staff Writer

It was a battle of Shaka Smart’s 
ex-assistant coaches last Monday. 
Radford University Head Coach 
Mike Jones brought the Radford 
University Highlanders to the Stu 
on Nov. 16 for a 7 p.m. tip-off.

“It was great to come back to 
this place after so many years and 
see so many people who were so 
nice to me during my two years 
here,” Jones said. “So that was the 
best part of the trip, seeing some 
great people and getting some 
great hugs.”

VCU defeated Radford 92-74 
in front of the 68th consecutive 
sell-out crowd. Senior Melvin 
Johnson’s sharp shooting started 
on the Ram’s first possession, 
when the Bronx native got past 
his defender with a pump fake 
and shot from the elbow for two 
points. Johnson led the team in 
scoring with 24 points.

“We had a lot of respect for the 
program and we really prepared 
for the high level for this,” John-
son said. “It instilled something 
in us and we really wanted to get 
after it.”

VCU started off with a fast 
pace, utilizing a full-court press 
and contesting shots on defense. 
On the offensive end, the Rams 
were settling for quick shots early, 
shooting 15-34 for 44 percent. 

The Highlanders battled of-
fensively with the Rams for the 
first half, staying within reach. It 
wasn’t until the last five minutes of 
the first half that VCU began to 
take control of the game. 

Junior point guard Jequan Lew-
is hit a big 3-point shot to get fans 
off their feet. Johnson followed 
Lewis’ momentum and on the 
next possession, fired up a three 
from the corner.

Seconds later, Johnson got a 
steal at the top of the key and con-
verted the fastbreak opportunity 
into into a layup, expanding the 
lead to 38-30 with three and a half 
minutes to play. 

VCU headed into the locker 
room up 11 after a 13-2 run. 

VCU went into the second half 
with the intentions of continu-
ing crisp play, something they 
struggled with in the season 
opener against Prairie View A&M 
University. 

“We put on a lot of emphasis 
during the second half,” Johnson 
said. “Getting out there and a 
sharp layup line and getting our 
legs going from sitting down and 
I think that started a great second 

VCU sends 
Radford back to 
the boonies 

half for us.”
Johnson came out firing in the 

second half, knocking down back-
to-back shots from behind the arc.

Sophomore Michael Gilmore 
had a career best 12 points. The 
night really took off for him with a 
smooth shooting stroke from three 
at the 15-minute mark, extending 
the lead to 52-35.

The 6-foot-10 sophomore 
followed up on the next posses-
sion with a heads-up spin move 
to break free from his defender 

around the basket for an easy two 
points. 

With 13:50 remaining, Gilm-
ore drained another 3-pointer and 
extended the lead to 20 points, 
57-37. 

By the time Radford gained 
momentum, time was not on their 
side. The Highlanders went on a 
17-3 run in the last four minutes, 
but the Rams were too far ahead.

VCU outscored Radford 49-42 
in the second half for its second 
win of the season.

Despite a late-game lapse after 
building a 27 point lead, the Rams 
showed a more structured perfor-
mance since playing Prairie View. 
They were 13 of 24 on 3-pointers, 
with six players connecting.

VCU had 13 steals and forced 
Radford into 20 turnovers. VCU 
contained the Highlanders guard, 
Rashun Davis, who poured in 28 
points against the GU Hoyas, to 
18 points, 12 of which came from 
the foul line.

Lewis racked up 13 points for 

the Rams, six of which came from 
the charity stripe. Senior guard 
Korey Billbury put away 15 points.

“Certainly a good win, we 
played much better than we did 
Friday night,” said Head Coach 
Will Wade. “We didn’t turn over 
the ball as much. Beating them 
on the glass was good, they’re a 
good rebounding team. Tonight 
we played very well for a pretty 
long stretch but we’ve got to close 
it out, but overall much better 
night.”

Volleyball’s season ends with first round 
loss to George Washington 
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Junior Keira Robinson (center) is averaging eight points and four assists per contest. 

Senior Korey Billbury contributed 15 points and six rebounds in the home win against Radford.

Women’s basketball gets 
road win in the Big Apple
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We had a lot 
of respect for 
the program 
and we really 

prepared for the high 
level for this. It instilled 
something in us and we 
really wanted to get 
after it.”

— MELVIN JOHNSON

Just work as 
a team. I just 
want for the 
team to do well.

— REBEKAH STRANGE 



spectrum
7Monday, November 23, 2015www.commonwealthtimes.org

in 1936, the first issue of 
Life Magazine is published.

On this day

SOPHIA BELLETTI
Staff Writer

Some distinguished women from 
the VCU community came together  
to tell stories and and field questions 
with the purpose of sharing women’s 
experiences in the workforce and at 
home.

On Nov. 18, more than 40 VCU 
students filled the VCU Depot 
Building for the first-ever “Path-
ways to Womanhood,” a women’s 
empowerment event put on by the 
Office of Multicultural Student 
Affairs.

A panel of four VCU panelists 
spoke on their personal experiences 
and answered questions for the 
first half of the evening. Panelists 
included Nakeina Douglas-Glenn, 
the director of the Grace E. Harris 
Leadership Institute; Kimberly 
Brown, the chair of the Gender, 
Sexuality, Women’s Studies depart-
ment; Linda Hancock, the director 
of the Wellness Resource Center; 
and Colette McEachin, the deputy 
commonwealth’s attorney for the 
City of Richmond and VCU board 
member.

The panel began with brief 
introductions from each woman, 
followed by the best, and worst, 
decisions they ever made. A pattern 
that was apparent in the women’s re-
sponses: A single moment or action 
in their life was both the worst and 
best decision they ever made.

Brown called her previous 
abusive marriage the worst and best 
decision she ever made. She said she 
felt trapped, but didn’t feel damaged, 
because she physically fought back. 
Her failed marriage gave her the 
momentum to leave Texas, which 

she said was ultimately something 
she longed for.

Once students understood the 
panelists’ background and who they 
related to, the floor was open for 
questions.

The round of student questions 
began with an audience member 
asking each woman how they chose 
their first job.

McEachin gave some comforting 
words on her time in college, claim-
ing it was truly the best time of her 
life and encouraged students to live 
without fear.

“You’re peaking now,” McEachin 
said. “You graduated from high 
school and if you look at everyone 
in the world, you’re at the 1 percent. 
You may not feel you’re at the 1 per-
cent, but if you look at everyone in 
the world, because you’re in college, 
you’re already in the 1 percent. You 
can use everything around you to 
your advantage.”

McEachin continued by remi-
niscing on her personal experiences 
at Brown University, and how she 
wished she broke out of her comfort 
circle and met people who weren’t 
like her. 

Douglas-Glenn spoke about 
being a first-generation college 
student. She said she used this as 
motivation growing up in an area 
where teen pregnancy was high and 
many students didn’t go to college.

Douglas-Glenn said connecting 
with peers and mentors and creating 
relationships was her formula for 
success. Similarly to McEachin, 
Douglas-Glenn said she regrets not 
expanding her network and meeting 
people different from herself. She 
challenged each person in the room 
to introduce themselves and meet 

someone new before the end of the 
evening.

Questions closed with one stu-
dent asking how each of the women 
de-stress, something often over-
looked by college students. Hancock 
said she uses running, yoga and 
meditation.

“Fall in love with something that 
moves your body,” Hancock said. 

The second half of the event 
was the “vision board party.” Pam 
Mines, one of the event’s modera-
tors, spoke words of positivity and 
encouragement. She explained that 
a vision board is tool used to help 
clarify, concentrate and maintain 
focus on a specific life goals.

Mines said she is a strong be-
liever in the concept that “things are 
going to happen if I want them to 
happen.”

She also spoke about some of her 
goals, such as appearing on Oprah’s 
television show and getting an of-
ficial indication on driver’s licenses 
of people with special needs, both 
of which came true as a result of her 
own dedication. 

These four women were brought 
in based on their experiences and 
backgrounds, and because the Office 
of Multicultural Student Affairs 
felt they represented all types of 
students.

“We wanted to bring a lot of 
women in leadership to speak to 
how they got to where they are,” 
said Yolanda Avent, the director of 
the Office of Multicultural Student 
Affairs. “We wanted open dialogues 
of intersexuality, gender roles, 
leadership and women’s space in a 
patriarchal society.”

This ink doesn’t run: 
Richmond Tattoo and Art Festival makes mark again

Prominent VCU women empower 
the female leaders of tomorrow
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Pie Five Gets a 
High Five

Shaferbird Feature
Shafer Bird is part of the Mesh Media Network, a division of VCU Student Media. The Shafer Bird 
team works to bring the VCU community menu updates and original content, including reviews of 
on- and off-campus restaurants. www.shaferbird.com

“Pie Five has definitely 
brought a new pizza 
experience to VCU. While the 
food is on par with the other 
pizza locations on campus, 
they excel at customer 
service. So if you want 
good, customizable pizza and 
excellent customer service, 
you’ll want to give Pie Five a 
high five.”

— KHAA’RYM ALLEEM The front counter of Pie Five Pizza, where 
customers can choose their toppings.

Pizza
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Audience members and panelists gather to discuss life experiences and ask questions during 
“Pathways to Womanhood.”

ADRIEL VELAZQUEZ 
Contributing Writer

Diversity Thrift hosted a Gifty 
Pop Up Market this past weekend, 
with some hot-ticket items including 
set pieces from the upcoming Jeff 
Nichol’s film “Loving.” 

On Nov. 20-22, Diversity Thrift 
hosted their first “Thrifty Gifty” 
pop-up market in the store’s “Iridian 
Gallery.”

Diversity Thrift is one of the 
largest thrift stores in Richmond, 
with a 15,000 square feet sales floor. 
The store opened in 2000, witha 
model relying on community-do-
nated household items be sold. The 
proceeds are then passed back into 
the non-profit groups and charities 
directly serving people. 

Since then, Diversity Thrift 
has raised more than $5 million, 
with more than 80 percent of their 
revenue going to charitable pro-
gramming. The money also went 
into building the Gay Community 
Center of Richmond. 

The film “Loving,” starring Joel 
Edgerton and Ruth Negga, is set to 
release in 2016, and tells the real-life 
story of Richard and Mildred Lov-
ing, an interracial couple sentenced 
to prison in Virginia in 1958 for 
getting married.

“One of the actresses volunteered 
here for a little while and she told 
them to donate stuff here,” Wood-
son said.

There were two trucks loaded 
with items from the film — mostly 
pieces of furniture including chairs, 
desks, clocks and miscellaneous 
household items. Whatever wasn’t 
sold made its way back onto the 
stores shelves and sales floor.

“We always have really great 
vintage stuff and lots of good furni-
ture,” said Kris Woodson, assistant 
manager at Diversity Thrift.

Woodson mentioned that this 
was the first Thrifty Gifty event the 
store had done, but that it would 
likely not be the last.

“We’re hoping to do it yearly. 
This is the first time we’ve done it 
though,” Woodson said. “We have 
a bunch of the nicer stuff that we’ve 
found in the thrift; lots of art, some 
prints, that kind of stuff.”

Members of the community and 
the city of Richmond are encour-
aged to come out to Diversity Thrift 
and browse some these pieces of 
history that will probably sell fast.

Diversity Thrift’s pop-up sells off a movie’s set
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Items from the film “Loving” on sale at Diversity Thrift.

Will Gonzalez outlines a piece on the leg of one of the convention’s attendees. Anywhere between 
50 and 100 artists were working simultaneously for the entirety of the weekend-long event.

—continued from page 1

the word out about their shops.
Loose Screw Tattoos in Cary-

town was represented by many of 
their artists including Will Gonza-
lez, who specializes in “new school” 
style.

Other Richmond parlors that at-
tended include Absolute Art Tattoo, 
Salvation Tattoo Gallery and Lucky 
13 Tattoos.

At any point during the conven-
tion, anywhere between 50 to 100 
artists were working simultaneously 
on clients who came to have their 
skin marked by renowned profes-

sional tattoo artists.
Gonzalez said he was impressed 

with some of the other events, 
including the daily tattoo contests, 
midget wrestling and regular wres-
tling and sword swallowing.

The daily tattoo contests include 
“Best Sleeve Tattoo,” “Best Portrait 
Tattoo,” and a “Tattoo of the Day” 
competition.

Bruehl said the festival is a “mel-
low, fun environment full of good 
people doing great tattoos.”

He said that one of the main 
reasons many artists came to the 
festival was to reconnect with old 
friends, other artists and potential 

clients to have fun for a few days.
“Conventions are the time when 

we get together and hang out,” Gon-
zalez said. “Tattoo artists are a small 
community of friends and family.”

The convention also attracts 
onlookers without an interest in 
getting a tattoo. There was plenty 
of print and three-dimensional 
art done by the same artists who 
focus on tattoos, which attracted 
people like VCU freshman Victoria 
Vazquez.

“I like tattoos, actually I love 
them,” Vazquez said. “I’m always 
looking for something new and awe-
some at festivals like this.”
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One of the many booths that housed artists from both the U.S. and overseas.

SEE MORE
PHOTOS ONLINE
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MICHELLE DAVIS
Contributing Writer

Whether you’re a student at 
VCU or not, the school’s logo and 
colors were hard to ignore in 2011 
as the men’s basketball team entered 
the Final Four and Wiz Khalifa’s 
hit song “Black and Yellow” was 
released.

But even with the school spirit 
that overcame the university over the 
season’s hype, the school’s choice of 
colors and the university seal weren’t 
really explained.

The university acknowledges 
1838 as their founding year, when 
the first Medical Department at 
Hampden-Sydney College was 
opened in Richmond, Virginia, and 
incorporated into the university’s 
official seal. That was the year that 
the Richmond Professional Institute 
was founded, but it wasn’t until 1968 
that VCU officially became estab-
lished as an academic institute.

In 1968, the Richmond Pro-
fessional Institute (RPI) and the 
Medical College of Virginia (MCV) 
merged to create VCU, an “urban-
oriented state university.” The fol-
lowing year, Warren W. Brandt was 
selected as VCU’s first president and 
made the announcement that the 
university’s new school colors would 
be black and gold. 

A majority of students were un-
der the impression that Brandt made 
the decision to use black and gold 
as VCU’s school colors. However, 
there is no significant evidence that 
links Brandt and the color scheme, 
besides the announcement. In order 
to create an identification for the 
university, VCU enlisted the help of 
Schechter & Luth, an industrial de-
sign firm in New York City, to help 
them design the university seal.  

The firm wanted students to 
be involved with the process, and 
allowed for ideas and sketches to be 
submitted. Lawrence Young, the 
vice president of Schechter & Luth, 
wanted the design to be bold and 
non-traditional, but still incorporate 
the individuality of the two univer-
sities and the peculiarity of VCU. 

After 12 weeks of deliberation, the 
firm and school came to a decision 
for the final design of the university’s 
seal. 

Old VCU newsletters revealed 
that Schechter & Luth’s design was 
influenced by the black and gold, 
and they felt these colors represented 
hierarchy and a level of eminence. 
The use of gold against the white 
and black background was intended 
to be abstract and give off a striking 
visual effect.

Students at the time were less 
than thrilled about the new seal 
or colors, and found it difficult to 
adapt to a new university. The firm 
believed the seal was “in a class of 
itself,” but it was met with laughter 
during the seal’s first reveal. 

Students were confused on what 
the seal represented and were trying 
to interpret what the symbol was. A 
majority from both institutions were 
against the initial merge all together. 
Students at MCV fought against 
the decision, and believed it could 
potentially damage their reputation.

One of the biggest debates was 
the cost of the identification system 
which consisted of a new seal, 
colors, and verbal identification. 
When students found out about the 
$30,000 price tag from Schechter & 
Luth, they were outraged. Students 
felt they should have had more of 
an input on the cost of the new 
identification system, and argued 
that the money could have been used 
towards other areas throughout the 
university. 

The final design of the seal in-
corporated VCU’s school colors, the 
founding date of 1838, a tree that 
symbolizes growth and a hidden “V” 
to represent Virginia. 

Today, the VCU seal is the visual 
identification for the university, and 
represents VCU as a brand -- not 
just a university. Since becoming an 
established university in 1968, VCU 
has developed into a multipurpose 
academic institute with more than 
31,000 students. The university’s seal 
represents VCU’s past, present and 
future.

Black and yellow:
more than just complimentary colors

MUKTARU JALLOH
Online News Editor

Along with opening acts Evan 
Barlow and Zaiah Burke, Phila-
delphia native and rapper Free-
way performed at the Broadberry 
Wednesday, Nov. 18. 

As the premiere opener, 
Newport News’ own Zaiah 
Burke put on an energy-filled 
set. Running for nearly an hour, 
his set included several songs 
from his first two albums and 
an impromptu freestyle. In the 
freestyle, Burke talked about his 
life, career and daughter’s death. 
He also announced his plans to 
release his new album, “Zaiah 

Who? The E.P.” on Dec. 14.
With nearly 100 guests in 

attendance, all undeniably im-
pressed and amped for Freeway, 
the rapper performed songs and 
guest verses from his lengthy 
catalogue, including the Jay Z 
and Beanie Siegel feature “What 
We Do,” State Property’s “Roc 
The Mic” and his verse on Kanye 
West’s “Two Words.” 

Garnering a career spanning 
over 15 years, Freeway is one of 
hip-hop’s most respected MCs. 
Best known for his time with Jay 
Z’s and Damon Dash’s Roc-A-
Fella Records, Freeway made his 
debut on Jay Z’s double-platinum 
album “The Dynasty: Roc La 

Familia” in 2000.  Since then, 
Freeway has put out several 
albums, with his debut “Philadel-
phia Freeway” selling more than 
500,000 copies.

With many of the crowd rap-
ping his lyrics word for word, 
Freeway’s stage presence was 
definitely felt. Throughout the 
night, he thanked the crowd for 
an awesome turnout and support 
over his career. He also shook 
hands with all of those in atten-
dance, showing his appreciation. 

After the show, Freeway 
opened up about his experience 
in Richmond and more. 

“Alhamdulillah, it was good, 
everything went well,” Freeway 

said. “It was a great audience. 
They were real receptive to the 
music.”

More than 15 years later, the 
veteran MC said he is grateful to 
have his career still intact, and to 
be doing what he loves the most.

“I just feel blessed enough to 
still be able to do it,” Freeway 
said. “There’s a lot of people that 
started when I started and now 
they’re probably bagging grocer-
ies in a supermarket right now so 
it’s just a blessing. It’s why I try 
to make timeless music.”

Freeway is no stranger to 
overcoming challenges. Freeway, 
who posted a video of himself in 
treatment just hours before the 
show, was diagnosed with kidney 
failure in September. Thankfully, 
with the proper medical care, his 
health has improved since then. 

“I feel good,” he said. “Feels 
great to rock and do what I do. 
I’m getting my treatments. I’m 
on dialysis four hours a day, two 
to three times a week. As you can 
see, it had me feeling wonderful 
tonight. I was able to give the 
crowd a lot of energy. I probably 
feel the best I’ve felt in months.”

Freeway said his situation 
has also become motivation to 
continue to perform and make 
music. 

“I’m doing my best to spread 
awareness about it, to try to mo-
tivate and help people,” Freeway 
said. “There’s a lot of people 
going through what I’m going 
through and feel down and out. 
That’s why I’m out here doing 
stuff and showing people it’s not 
a death sentence. You could still 
be out there doing things.”

Freeway said he considers 
his faith in Islam his greatests 
assets. A Muslim, Freeway looks 
to his faith to help him continue 
to fight through the battles he’s 
endured and continue to make 
music.

“My faith comes first and fore-
most. It’s a huge part of my life. 
I pray five times a day,” Freeway 
said. “I’m not perfect. I have 
shortcomings like everybody 
else but I try my best and strive 
to do the right thing. Naturally, 
since Islam is a part of my life, it 

reflects in my music.” 
In a genre where religion and 

open faith can seem preachy, 
Freeway has been able to distin-
guish himself as a rapper who is 
Muslim, rather than a Muslim 
rapper. 

“I just keep it real to the best 
of my abilities,” Freeway said. 
“I’m not selling anything, I’m 
just telling you who I am and 
what I’m doing. Hopefully I can 
inspire people.”

He said he has faced hardship 
throughout his career, includ-
ing Islamophobia and racism. 
Freeway described a situation 
he’d experienced while flying 
first class. 

“I was in first class with this 
Caucasian lady, and I had a Bre-
itling (Swiss watch) on and she 
was sitting right next to me,” he 
said. “She was like ‘Oh my gosh, 
look at your watch. It’s so gaudy, 
what are you, a football player?’ 
I responded ‘No, I’m a recording 
artist.’” 

He said soon after that, the 
lady grew angry and seemed up-
set that she had to sit next to him 

the entire plane ride.
Nonetheless, Freeway has 

had quite the career and looks 
forward to the future. On Fri-
day, he held a benefit concert 
called “Freeway and Friends” 
in his hometown. Backed by an 
11-piece orchestra, the concert 
was an effort to raise awareness 
and financial support for Kidney 
Failure. Freeway also looks to 
be dropping his last album on 
his current independent label in 
February. The rapper hinted that 
something special is on the way 
after the album. 

“I have a huge announcement 
to make. The next step of my 
career is gonna be wonderful,” 
Freeway said.  “Everybody is 
gonna love what I’m about to do.”

Last May, Freeway was reunit-
ed with his former Roc-A-Fella 
members, Jay Z, Memphis Bleek, 
Beanie Sigel and more at Jay Z’s 
Tidal show in New York City. 
He appears to be positioning 
himself for some kind of reunion.

“Stayed tuned, Inshallah,” 
Freeway said.

Rapper Freeway inspires at The Broadberry, talks health, Islam and more

AUSTIN WALKER
Spectrum Editor

Sometimes, the biggest 
obstacle between a fried egg 
sandwiched between two greasy 
slices of Texas toast is your ability 
to get out of bed in the morning.

StaxRVA — the brainchild 
of Brayden Pleasants, founder 

of Red Eye Cookie Company, 
and Kristen Cannon — is a new 
service that delivers freshly made 
sandwiches and coffee to the 
front door of homes and offices 
around the Richmond-Metro 
area.

“We all love breakfast,” Pleas-
ants said. “Especially after a 
rough Richmond weekend.”

The restaurant had a soft 
opening this weekend, where 
they’re serving food on a limited 
menu just to grease the wheels 
without the traffic of a large 
grand opening celebration. Pleas-
ants said StaxRVA is expecting to 
host the grand opening at some 
point in the coming week, pos-
sibly later.

“We thought we’d leverage 
some of Red Eye’s success in the 
area, we thought our fans would 
want to hear about the concept,” 
Pleasants said. “They’re two dif-
ferent companies, but we thought 
it was interesting that we could 
say ‘From the team that about 
you late-night cookie delivery.’ 
We can bring you cookies at 2 
a.m. and then bring you breakfast 
at six.”

Pleasants is the co-founder 
and co-owner of Stax, and the 
store share’s a kitchen with Red 
Eye Cookie Co. at 935 W. Grace 
St. Pleasants said that the menu 
was largely conceptualized by 
Cannon, who was originally go-
ing to run a breakfast food truck 

in Indianapolis.
Currently, there are six sand-

wiches that are available to be 
ordered off of their website: the 
Mediterranean, the Basic Batch, 
the Vegetarian, the Sriracha and 
the French Toast. All of these 
offer two fried eggs with melted 
cheese.

StaxRVA is also serving 96 oz. 
containers of coffee from Black 
Hand Coffee Co. Pleasants said 
that local businesses, even those 
that will probably serve as com-
petitors for him, have received 
the restaurant’s concept well.

“I think sometimes consumers 
overestimate the role competition 
plays, or at least the nature of the 
relationships it fosters,” Pleasants 
said. “I work closely with Red 
Eye, I’m a member of the com-
munity myself and I love food, so 
I eat at a lot of places downtown.”

Some of the editorial staff at 
the Commonwealth Times de-
cided to order a batch sandwiches 
from StaxRVA to get a bite of 
the newest addition to the city’s 
breakfast food.

StaxRVA brings breakfast to your door
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Print Managing Editor

THE BASIC BATCH

BRYANT DRAYTON
Sports Editor

THE FRENCH TOAST

It was melt in 
your mouth 

good, the eggs were 
cooked perfectly, 
it was buttery and 
the cheese was 
incredible. It was the 
eggy sandwich of my 
dreams.

It was really 
good if you like 

spicy food. I had it with 
bacon and it was a 
really nice combination. 
It could be breakfast 
or lunch — perfect 
hangover cure.

I liked the 
sandwich, 

yes I did.

It was the 
perfect college, 

Saturday morning 
breakfast food.

Rapper Freeway performs at the Broadberry. Freeway has had a long career, consisting of 
collaboration with big-name artists including Jay Z

The Mediterranean breakfast sandwich delivered by StaxRVA.
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Matt got bacon, sausage 
and mozzarella on 

Texas toast and ate his 
sandwich too quickly for 
anyone to snap a photo 
of the actual sandwich. 

Sorry, y’all.



JUSTIN JOSEPH
Contributing Columnist

Although election politics and 
debate is to be expected with any 
type of democratic process, the 
two-party system in the United 
States has only worsened political 
gridlock and party rivalries. By 
ascribing themselves to one of two 
groups, voters adopt an identity as 
a Democrat or Republican. Party 
members cheer on their candi-
dates in elections, often with little 
attention paid to who is actually 
the most qualified candidate. 

When the nominees are 
finalized by the end of spring, 
the presidential race will take 
an unsavory turn. In the run-up 
to the general election, the two 
candidates and almost the entire 
nation will engage in more than 
six months of character assassina-
tion. Candidates will suggest a 
slew of changes and reforms that 
will likely never reach fruition. 
Personal attacks abound, and 
the political process in Congress 
reaches even more of a standstill. 
For the next year, responsible 
policymaking and governance 
takes a back seat to the artful 
game of politicking.

Instead of recognizing this 
alarming trend and taking steps 
to resolve it, politicians contrib-
ute to this divisiveness and use it 
as a way to gain popularity and 
support. In the months leading 
up to the primary season, the 
candidates of both parties will 
appeal to the far-left and far-right 
members of the party. In an effort 

to dominate headlines and attract 
large donors, less popular candi-
dates will out-do one another in a 
contest to deliver the most outra-
geous statements. Candidates are 
ridiculed if they are too moderate 
or do not agree completely with 
the party platform. It matters 
very little if entire segments of 
the population are insulted be-
yond measure, especially if those 
individuals are not a part of the 
typical party demographic. 

To the outsider, it may ap-
pear that the dominant political 
parties resemble two rival sports 
teams. Each election night is 
treated like a tournament, with 
each individual election played 
like a game. Voters are treated 
more like points and goals than 
intelligent human beings. In the 
event of a loss, the losing party 
will vow to do better in the next 
election, working on its weak-
nesses and seeking to attack the 
winners at every turn. By giving 
voters only two groups to choose 
from, our political system encour-
ages direct conflict and empha-
sizes winning over compromise. 

The harm of the two-party sys-
tem goes even further than this. 
The two dominant parties provide 
voters with only two options for 
determining their complete set 
of views on important issues. As 
social media and the news cycle 
feeds voters a constant stream of 
ideology and bias, many Ameri-
cans determine their political 
views based on the party platform 
using no independent thought. 
Organizations like RedState and 

ThinkProgress present news and 
important information with heavy 
bias, and the readers of these sites 
receive only a limited representa-
tion of reality. Those who fail to 
meet the strict standards of being 
orthodox party members, are 
ostracized in these circles. 

Not only does this system 
encourage our nation to be in a 
constant state of division over 
important issues, but it also does 
an enormous disservice to each 
individual’s stances on important 
issues. Although it is easier to 
be spoon-fed a list of opinions, 
voters must learn how to ana-
lyze information critically and 
make decisions independently 
of one another. Ideologies are 
sometimes useful in represent-
ing one’s general political stances 
to others, but it cannot serve as 
a constraint on free thought. It 
is necessary to be able to discuss 
political views with civility, ac-
cept each other’s differences, and 
seek a common ground. 

Allowing third parties and 
nonpartisanship to develop will 
provide voters with more options 
to choose from and the ability to 
formulate their own views. This 
will encourage more diversity in 
views regarding important issues, 
and more sides and arguments 
can be critically considered. By 
making the political field less 
two-dimensional, voters would 
be able to express themselves 
freely and be unconstrained by 
the party platform. By encourag-
ing plurality in political thought, 
much focus will be given to 

building common ground instead 
creating divisions. 

Americans are given an 
enormous mandate to select the 
future leaders of this country, 

but they must remember that 
their views and choices are their 
own. Voters are not accountable 
to the health of the party or the 
success of the incumbent. More 

powerful issues, like the well-
being of our government and the 
state of our nation, are at play. 

MONICA HOUSTON
Opinion Editor

No justice, no peace: four words 
that make a statement against the 
inconsistency of the system.

Last week, Black VCU stu-
dents commanded respect and 
tremendous attention when they 
demanded answers and action 
from VCU President Michael 
Rao on issues of true diversity 
and minority inclusion. The 
news spread like wildfire across 
all forums of social media and 
print. For the first time in a long 
time, if ever, minority students 
were being recognized for their 
tireless efforts to be respected 
on campus.

On Nov. 18, President Rao 
hosted a forum to discuss the 
issues of diversity and inclusion 
on VCU campus. 

In September, I wrote a 
story titled “Diversity suffers 
under whitewashed and west-
ern inspired classes,” outlining 
the lack of minority faculty, 
classes and students at VCU. 
It spoke of the issues members 

of “Black VCU Speaks” put 
in the spotlight. It is never 
enough to talk about it, some-
thing must be done about it. 
In order to appeal to members 
of the community, action must 
be taken. It is never enough to 
simply say you recognize and 
acknowledge the problem until 
you can prove you are doing 
something to change it. 

Blacks have been demand-
ing justice in exchange peace 
for centuries. Booker T. Wash-
ington said in an address to 
Southern people “It is all very 
well to talk of the Negro’s 
immortality and illiteracy … 
but until the same course is 
pursued with the immoral and 
illiterate white Southerner that 
is pursued with the Negro, 
there will be no peace  in that 
section. Ignorance is as harm-
ful in one race as in another.”

Black students at VCU are 
tired of the bullshit. It is tiring 
having to deal with the op-
pression and discrimination of 
the real world. Then you have 
to go to class — a “safe space” 

for education — and have your 
white male teacher tell you your 
work, thoughts and actions are 
not adequate because they are 
not in line with his thinking.

All minority students can em-
pathize with the demands made 
by “Black VCU Speaks” as we 
are tired of the biased perspec-
tives of westernized courses. We 
want to be taught not only by our 
race, but the races of those that 
match our peers. 

As an English major, my 
curriculum is extremely nar-
row. Two pre-1700 literature 
courses and two 1700-1945 
literature courses are man-
datory requirements for the 
curriculum. The selection of 
courses includes of a majority 
of western-inf luenced courses 
with the exception of two 
African American literature 
courses covering “the begin-
nings through the Harlem 
Renaissance” and “Real-
ism to the Present,” which 
still cover literature written 
in America.  My discipline 
should not be that narrow if I 

choose otherwise. And if the 
courses of my choice aren’t 
up for debate, at least give me 
a teacher other than a white 
male to cover western philoso-
phies — minority professors 
are just as educated in Milton 
and Shakespeare as their white 
counterparts.

Rao told students and fac-
ulty that he hopes to work on 
increasing the lines of com-
munication between students, 
faculty and staff regarding 
university initiatives. However, 
I still question when something 
will be done. Many members of 
the student and faculty popula-
tion expressed they have been 
discussing these issues for years. 
If Rao’s statement, “‘When’ is 
yesterday, because the urgency 
is more than some might grasp,” 
is true, we should see change 
within the next semester. 
Course curriculum require-
ments, as well as minority 
faculty and staff should change 
drastically to accommodate the 
demands to the masses.
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— HIBA AHMAD 

What audiences need to understand about ISIS is that it is a result of 
foreign governments failing to uphold their promises to their people.“ “
Quote of the week

Breaking down ISIS, one voice at a time

The two-party system encourages
division over good governance

Actions speak louder than words
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scholar based in Oxford 
University in England, most 
individuals that join ISIS are 
unaware of the teachings of the 
Qur’an because of its complex 
narration. Also, many members 
of ISIS who were recruited in 
the West had little to no ex-
posure to Islam except for the 
contorted interpretation that 
ISIS advocates. 

The Qur’an is written in 
such a manner that it takes 
many practicing Muslims a 
lifetime to understand and 
apply. Many Muslims do not 
even take the time to study 
the Qur’an because they are 
intimidated by its vast nature. 
Rather, they turn to secondary 
sources like hadiths, docu-
mented practices of the Prophet 
Mohammed (peace be upon 
him), and lectures from Islamic 
leaders. Though these second-
ary sources may help individu-
als grow in their faith, they are 

meant to be complementary to 
the Qur’an. 

What audiences need to 
understand about ISIS is that 
it is a result of foreign govern-
ments failing to uphold their 
promises to their people. Its 
failure has also contributed to 
the West failing to thoroughly 
aid nations who have been 
in turmoil for years.  When 
citizens become desperate and 
angry because of a lack of basic 
needs, they turn to more radical 
resolutions. Terrorist organiza-
tions feed off of this conf lict 
within communities. 

To allow this Islamophobic 
rhetoric to continue is dangerous 
because it creates rifts between 
Muslim communities and its 
neighbors. ISIS and its affiliates 
take this fear as an opportunity 
to move in and Paris is a prime 
example. It can be said that 
there is a prevalent disconnect 
between the Muslim community 
and French natives. This discon-
nect may have lead some of the 

attackers who identified them-
selves with ISIS to foster and 
develop their motives that lead 
to the horrific events of Nov. 13. 

In the end, there has been a 
tremendous amount of support 
online and in demonstrations 
that show solidarity with the 
Muslim community around 
the world. The conversation, 
however, does not end there. 
There are still threats being 
made against those who choose 
to dress in religious garbs, 
mosques and communities who 
have Muslim members. 

Members of the Muslim com-
munity will continue to tirelessly 
battle the negative atmosphere 
ISIS creates for the world. Mus-
lims will need the rest of the 
world to make an effort to step 
outside of their prejudices and 
look past the glaring headlines 
to gain solidarity. The world can 
only be a better place if we all 
come together and this situation 
is no different.

- continued from page 1
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Lettuce Laugh by Shannon Wright
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ADD YOUR VOICE

The opinion pages of
The Commonwealth Times are a forum 
open to the public. 

Clear, concise and compelling 
contributions are welcome by email at 
houstonm@commonwealthtimes.org, 
by mail or in person at 817 W. Broad St., 
Richmond, Va. 23220-2806. 

The Commonwealth Times strives to 
be accurate in gathering news. If you 
think we have made an error, please 
call Sarah King, executive editor, at 
804-828-5317 or email her at 
kingsa@commonwealthtimes.org.

Corrections will appear on the Opinion 
page or online at 
www.commonwealthtimes.org.

Opinions expressed are those of 
individual writers and do not 
necessarily reflect the views of 
The Commonwealth Times or Virginia 
Commonwealth University. Unsigned 
editorials represent the institutional 
opinion of The CT. 

Limit one CT per person. Additional 
copies may be purchased through the 
Student Media Center for $1 a copy.
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Amendment Literary and Art Journal is now taking submissions for our writing contest! 

Submit as many submissions as you’d like within the three categories: 

- Poetry
- Short Story/Prose

- Essay

Each category will have one winner and a prize of $100.

Submissions must be in no later than Nov 30 at 11:59 pm.

Must be a VCU student to enter.

Submissions may also 

be published in the 2016 

Amendment Journal or 

the Amendment website 

(amendmentvcu.com) even if 

they do not win their category.

Email your submissions and/or questions to amendmentvcu@gmail.com

All topics are fair game as long as they fit 
Amendment’s motto of “Social Progression 
through Artistic Expression.”
Therefore any piece that discusses a topical 
social issue will do.
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